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purport of which was, to intreat his excel-^ 
Icncy to fend a medical gentleman fronx 
the garrifbn to attend the prince, whofc 
health M^a§ at tha^ time iq a dangerous and 
declining Aate. 

As the term '^ULEY will frequently 
occur in the fucceeding pages, it may not 
be improper to ftatq iq^ th^ pk^e, that it is 
a title of honour, which is confined to the 
r^al family of Moroc£Q«^^j^y^uivaknt 
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ttIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCE EDWARD. 

S I R, 

npHE diftinguiflied honour which 
your Royal Highness has 
been pleafed to confer upon mc^ 
by taking under your atigufl; pr^* 
tedion the firft Effay of a young 
Author, is a fingular in fiance of 
the benevolence and liberality of 
your Rov AL Hiohness*s difpofltion 
and will ever command my warmefl: 
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That your Royal Highness may 

enjoy an uninterrupted courfe of 
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health and profperity, and long 
continue a ble fling to the Britifh 
Nation, and an honour tp the fer- 
vice, is the fincere wifh of 

Vour RoVal Highness's 

Moft grateful fervant, 

WILLIAM LEMPRIERE. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Author cannot help feeling himfelf 
under an obligation of apologifing for«.the 
frequent egotifms, which appear in the courfe x>£ 
the following narrative, and for the (hare of it 
which his adventures neceffarily pccupy. The 
reader will only have the goodnefs to bear in 
mind, that thefe tranfadbions are detailed merely 
i¥ith a view of throwing light upon the charafter 
pf the people, and the court, which he has under- 
taken to defcribe; and in this view he humbly 
conceives that they fervc better to illuftrate the 
Qiannefs and difpofitions of the Moors than the 
xnoll laboured difquilitions. 

In the map which accompanies this volume, 
the Author's route is traced in Ihort lines j tl;ic 
other divifions mark the feveral provipcc? of tfce 
empire. 
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rdea& of certain Chriftian captives wh» 
were at that period detained in flaveiyji 
The& unfortunate perfons confifled of the 
saafter of an Englifh veflel trading to Afii^ 
ca, and nine &amen, who had been wrecked 
iQ>Qn that part of. the coaft whifh is in« 
habited by tixe wild Arabs, and were car** 
ried mto flaveiy by that iavage and merci« 
le($ people. 

How far theie brilliant aflufances wei« 
fiildUed, win appear in the courfe of. the 
ibfiowing narrative^ It is fufficient £^ the 
pr^nt to obfenre, that, influenced by the 
£uth which the inhabitants of Europe are 
accuAcmied to plac^ in thcf pro&ffions c^ 
pttkm of rank and dignityjr and ilill more 
impelled by that impetuous cunbfity which 
is natural to youths I was eafily perfuaded 
to embrace the opportunity of vifiting a re*» 
poa h little knowp to European travels* 
ters/and to undertake this fingular^ and (as 
it Was genctrally regarded) eattremely hA« 
sardcius iervice. 

However difappointed I may have becB 
ao n^ hopes of pecuniary advaatage and 
«mobiq9e&t^ ftill I canpot at tbii pMlnent 

B « regret 



4 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, l^e: 

regret my raflinefs, as it was confidered by 
many. In the courfe of my vifit I had ' 
opportunities which no European had ever 
enjoyed of becoming acquainted with thfe 
manners, policy, cuftoms, and charafter 
of this fingular people. The faiidity of 
the royal harem itfelf was laid open to my 
inipeftion. Even the dangers which I 
encountered, and the anxious apprehenfions 
which I occalionaily ex!perienced, I can 
now refledt upon with a degree of emotion 
which is not unpleafant. • The notes which 
I made upon the fpot I had the great plea- 
lure to find proved interefting and enter- 
taining to a number of my friends. By 
their perfuafions I have been encouraged to 
lay them bdfore the public; and my only 
and earneft wifli is,' that the reader may 
not find his curiofity difappointed, his at- 
tention wearied, or his judgment difgufted, 
hy the adventures and obfervations, which, 
Avith vthe moft perfe<ft. corifcioufnefs of my 
own inability as a writer, I fubmit to his 
i^fpeiSioh. *. ^ 

The neceffaiy preliminaries being fet- 
tled, and* the baggage of a foldier requiring 

. ' ^ -^ no 
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no great preparation, I embarked at Gib- 
raltar the 14th of September 1789, on 
board a fmall vefTel, and in fix hours ar- 
rived at Tangier, where I immediately 
waited on Mr, Matra, whofe polite recep-. 
tion and kind offices during the fix months 
that I fpent in Barbary, claim, and ever will 
command, my warmeft acknowledgments. *. 

I fbon learned that my intended patient 
was, by his father's command, at ihe time 
of my arrival, at the head of an army in the 
mountains between Morocco and Taru- 
B ANT, which obliged me to remain'^t Tan- 
gier, till we received certain intcl%cnce 
of the prince's return to Tarudant, hi^ 
ufual place of refidence. 

It would be difficult to determine whe^ 
ther furprize or regret was moft predomi"* 
nant in my mind upon my arrival in this 
country. The diftance is fo trifling, and the 
tranfition fofudden, that I at firft could fcarcely 
perfuade myfelf that I was out of E^urope, 
till I was convinced to the gontraty by the 
wonderful difference of people and manners 
which immediately prefented itfelf on my 
fntering Tangier. Civilisation in moft 

B 3 Qth^c 
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Other countries owes its or^in to a coouaer^ 
cial intercouffe with foreign nations ; and 
there are few parts of the worI4» however di^ 
tant or uninfomied/whoie inhabitants have 
»ot^ in §ome way or otlier, fallen into tho 
manners ©f tliofe foreigners by whom they 
are vifited. But here this circumftancc feems 
to have had not the fmallell: eiFe^; for 
though £tuated only eight leagues from 
Europe^ in the habit of a conftant conuxHi«* 
jiication with its inhabitants^ and ei!^oying 
the advantage of a number of foreigners 
refiding in the place^ yet the people of 
Tanoher iliil retain the fkmc uneultivaledb 
manners, the iame averfion to every kmd of 
piental improvement by which the Moor^ 
have for ages, paft been fo jufUy charac- 
terissed* 

It m well known diat the town and 
fbriareis of Tanqibr fonmerly ronilicuted 
a part of the foreign dominions of Great 
Britain, Whfle in the poffcflGion of the 
Bngli^i it viraa ^ place ^of €on£iderable 
il«ngth, but when it was evacuated by the 
orders pf Charles lit. the fortifications wqtq 
^emolifhed, and only the veftiges of them 
are n^w yifibl^* Tlicre is at prefent only 

JllinaU 
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a finill fdrt in tolcrablis rtj«if, Whidh S^ 
fitoattd at the jsdftherfl extfemity bf thfe 
towtf^ Slid a battdty of a fdt^ gtrft^ v^hidt 
ftoiftj dfc bay. Frdtri ttefe clfcufeiftaheea 
it i« evideht that it cotfld makt 6tAf a vefjf 
weak refiftance againft &jxf ^(M€rfuf] af- 
Utk. 

Tfie fbWfl, which dbtdp^g U vfeff flftall 
^soce Gf Ifotffrd, afld aflbjffl^ iibt^in^ re- 
maiMiki i§ (mitt tfp6n an ^Miifdhce wMcfi 
stppdc^ t6' life out 6f the f^, and is fur- 
refunded wi& a walT. T&ie laiid fb? a Sii&ti 
dUftStite roufld it fe kid' otit ifitd yihefiiSii 
efchardsj; and corA-fields^ b^onid WJiicli 
ffe ittL^S 6f &lid;' widi lOfi^ afid hittcfi 
hills.- The fittkatibn is fliief€f<^e fat from 
beauti&l or agrdsal^. The h^l^s are in 
general mean and tit fu^fh^d, the rbbfi 
ate epiiee M; and l>6fh ihttb a^d^ the' Walls^ 
ste feti'refy vfrhitefied evef j th6 a])a'ft6ieflts 
a}« itll on t)ss grcAind floor, as th^ fs ho 
ftcon^ftcfty. 

Contrary to the lilual 0lft6iti ih' Barbft- 

ry, thb Mttbfs arid Jews Wt infeftnixcd 

at TANCiiefR, aiid maintain a more 

friendly irttwcdtfrfe thaii ettiVrhir6 in thii 

B 4 <juart« 
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quarter of the globe. The Jews alio, In-r 
iliead of going bare-foQte4 by compulfion^ 
as at Morocco, Tarupant, and many 
other places, arc only required to do it, 
ipvhen paffing a flreef ^here there is a 
mpfque pr a fandluary. 

The foreign cpnfuls (except the French, 
who has ahqufeat Sallee) refide at Tan-? 
G I E R . Before the reign of the late emperor 
Sid I Mahomet, they were ajlpwed to live 
at TetuaNji a tpwn greatly preferable tfx 
Tangier, a$ well on account pf the inha- 
bitant!? being more civilized, as of the beauty 
of the adjacent country. A fingular cir-r 
cumftance pccafipned the expulfion pf tho 
Chriftiarjs from that pleafant retreat :-r-An 
European geptleman was ^mufing himfelf 
with fhppting at fpme bicds in the vicinity 
of the tpwn^ and apcide^tally wpunded an 
old ^fqprifh woman, who unfortunately 
Jjappenpd ttp be within reaph pf tb? ftiot. 
Upon this accident the late emperpr fworc 
by his begrd that no Ghriftian fhpuld ever 
^gain enter the town of Trtuan. It may 
be nece^ary tp infprm the reader that this 
path (by the beard) i§ Jie^ by the Moors 
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}n fuch folemn eftimation, that they ztq 
rarely obfcrved to violate it, nor was thf 
late emperor ever known to difregard it ix^ 
^ fingle inftance. ^ 

The iituation of confuls, indeed^ in thl$ 
4iftant and uncivilized country, is by no 
means to be envied; and the recompencc 
which fhould induce men ef liberal educa^ 
fion to facriiice their native comforts and 
advantages to fuch a iyftem pf life as i^ 
required here, ought not to bp trifling. 
They can form no fociety but among 
themfelves ; and even the univerfally aU 
]owed law pf nations is frequently infuffi-r 
cient to protedt their perfons from infult, 
Subje<ft to the caprice of an emperor whofc 
conduKS; is regulated by no law, and whofe 
mind is governed by- no fixed principle, 
jhey are often ordered up to court, and 
after experiencing a very tedious, fati- 
guing, and expenfiye journey, they arc 
frequently fent back ^gain without having 
efiefted the fmallefl point to the advantage 
pf their own country, fometimes indeed 
yrithout even being informed of the pur-? 
pofc pf the journey. 



As ^ allliViatidti to h \itt£bbM<i it Mt, 
fhft Eriglifii, Stiredidi, kiid t)miiti cttifidi 
ha.ft ittaanA ccmnfFy heai^6 at i fihiH di(^ 
tance from Tangier, whefe ihty M<;a> 
fi6na}ly retke, aAd ettjoy thb& sttiitiilfbints 
Whi&h Ihe eoiimrjr ^d^. Tkeic^ ^S 
chiefy garddhihg, fifiunlg* :i»a huH^. 
Fr6th the |)^khfy ^ ^m^ ii €refy ktUS 
14ri{h M^hich ikit cooHffJr ^lNMiid«» :lnd i 
total fre^em ftim any rdlrid!iolf ^th i%^ 
fp6€: i6 it (ftnr ttvdre »fe ito game kw^ Id 
this emptf6) tifiy givtf a ffil) lc(^|>(» t& ^ 
pleafimi» 6f tte fieidy asfd ende^otff bf 
^fe hieaiis t6 |iftx]ii$ut« ii i^ftitCRt fd)^ ^ 
TTant of friendly and cifiea^l fedety. 

On the noftha-ii ficb df TAitGifin ik 
tliecaffle, which ftoiigh ii<tlfy ^xttn&Vt^lki 
haff in ruins. It has a roya) tF£afiAy> ahd 
is Ac fefidcnce <rf" the gbvfcrnor. Near ^it 
^ater-fide are ftbreHo^esfor the i<efittiing cf 
vefiek> and at this p&fi nSiilf of tlire einpe- 
Tor's jtow-gdlii* are Imilt. A liumbfef of 
them alfo a^e ^n^fajly laid ilj> hiere, Wh^fl 
not engatjged in a^al ftrnU. Itideedj frcaft 
its coftvfcnitot fituation i«iiH fefpfcdtotfae 
^traits, this Is the bell {ea-fun liisit he h» 

fpf 
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jEpr empbying to aihraattge thefe finflil 
vcfiek. 

The bay is fafficiently (padoUs, but it k 
dangerous for ihipping in a ftrong eaflei^ly 
wind* The mod fecure pkce of anchorage 
la Gdl the eaftern pairt of the bayy aboot 
haM a mile from {tiotb, hbt a line with thd 
txmnd tdwer and the Spantih oonfurs houft, 
which makes a Very conipicuo]»6 appcw^ 
aace fft>ni the bay. 

Off the fcnthem fide of the bay h thd 
mcif where> befoi^e it was chcaked vip 
with fiatkd-badcs> tht emperor ufed to wk"* 
tear his krgs fliips^ which he is ixoW obl^sd 
la fend to Lakach^.* Moi): of the risers 
m the emperor'Sc dominions<r which werd 
formerly navigable^ and well calculated fbt 
the fitting out of yeifels^ and for the laying 
of them i»p in fale^^ have now theif 
months fa contmually fillkig with fahd^ 
4iiat io: a. courfe of years fmaU £fhing^boal}& 
only Tviil be able to enter them. It has 
often ocauri^l: to m^ that an enquiry into 
ibeflate of the emperor's navy, and in par- 
iwodar into the iaconvenience of his har^ 
Ipurs^ might be an objeft of fome confe- 

^ucnce 
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qucnce to the different European powers, 
who now condefcend to pay a moll difgrace-^ 
fttl tribute to this fhadow of imperial dig- 
pity: 

Over the river of Tangier are the 
ruins of an ancient bridge, fuppofed to have 
been ere<ftcd by the Romans. The centre 
pf it only is deftroyed, and that does not 
|bem to be the effect of time. It more 
prol^ably was pulled down by the Moors, 
for the purpofe of permitting their vefTcls 
to enter the river. The remainder of it is. 
entire, and by its thicknefs and folidity it 
evinces the excellence of the antient archi- 
teds, and fhews that ftrength, as well as 
|>eauty, made a confiderable part of their 
ftudy. 

^s I propofe in a future part of this 
l^arrative to defcribe very particularly the 
architedture, houfes, furniture, &c. in this 
country, I (hall conclude my account of 
Tangier by obferving, that in time of 
peace it carries on a fmall trade with Gib- 
raltar and the neighbouring coaft of Spain^^ 
^v fupplying thofe places with provifions, 

and 
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and receiving in return Europeah commo- 
^ties of almoft every kind. 

In afoFtnight after my arrival at Tan- 
gier the confol recc;ived a letter from the 
prince, infcwming him of his return ta 
TARUDANT,and of his wifh that the Eng- 
lifli furgeon might be difpatched to hkn 
immediately. . Previous to my departure^ 
however, it became' neceffary to confider 
what waa required for the journey. 

Two horfemcn of the Black or Negro 
cavalry; armed with long raufket$.and ia- 
hrcs, were difpatched by the prince to cC*- 
cort me, and had been waiting. for tha| 
purpofe for icxne time. ^ The governor of 
the town -had orders to fupply me with a 
tent, mules, and an interpreter. But it 
was not without much difficulty that a 
.perfon could be found in Tangier who 
could fpeak the Englifli and Arabic lan- 
guages fufficiently well to perform that of- 
fice ; and it was owing to an accident that 
>I at length was enabled to obtain one. 

After fearching the whole town in vain, 
the governor ordered, during the Jewifh 

hour 



hfm of prayer, flmt cnqvlrie9 ikouU W 
made among all tJte fyn^gognes fof » perfOi* 
vvho underftrnd both hiPg«^e»9. An un« 
IhrtttBate Jcw^ whoie QNepapf^titm y»$ t^ 
of &Uia9 fnuit aiiottt the ftref)t9 of Gtbi^iftl^ 
t»r, and who had coon^ to TA(»a>9it mei^lf 
to fpend a finr dayt with hi^ wi& and &* 
fwly during a- Jewi^ ^Ival, himg iffiSCf* 
quainted wit^ ihs iptctefi of ^e fsnqmf, 
unguardecHy answered in <Aie aiinnaliiw. 
WitkouT further (E^remooy th* jpomr iban 
was draisied twny frdte his ^ods ani 
hetae, aad Qosftraiaed by ^nm ler acconh* 
fonyme. 

Of dse mods in ^uls 4Q^otic gi^raffh* 
ausoi of feiainK pcffoaa ^ ijfais itrbiteKty 
pleasure of a governor^ aqr T^gl^hmm can 
fcarcely form aa idea. Thn( cr* fmf IttAy 
Moora, Malb largie diubs i|^ ^if bande^ 
graip the wretched 9ed dfj^ecsiellt vii^tiB 
with 3L& much energy- a« if bft Wft$ ^n Her- 
cules frism whom they ^fifit^b^ the moft 
fbrmidable refinance* and haJf ihak^ hinii 
to death be&re they ddiv^ him up tff the 
fiiperior power.-^Such was ej^a^jy th» 
fitimtbn of my unfortunate interpreter. 

Prom 
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From the iudden and abrupt m^niieip ia 
which ho was hucrkd away, ia the midft of 
]|is devetions, the WQi»on inime^tely^ look 
tibe akrtn^ flew ia a body to the. h?ujk of 
the confttlt and with (hrieks and lanuinta- 
Uons endeavoured to prevail on him to get 
the man excufed koifi his jimmey^. The 
immense difknce, and the HI treatment 
which they knew was o0bred |p Jews by 
die Moors, when not under fon^ civi* 
lizedcontroul, were certainly fufiicient mo*- 
tives for this alarm oh the. part of the wo- 
men. Upon the confuVs aiTuriag thei»y 
however, that the wife ihouM be taken care 
of, and the h^j&and feat baclj^ without any 
expence to him on our arrival at Mooo- 
DORE, where I was to be fumiihed with 
anodier interpreter^ apd upon my promifing 
to proteA'tbe J^w from in^lt, and> if he 
behaved well, to reward hmi for his trou- 
ble, ^e women i{3^mediate]^ difperied, and 
returned home apparently fatisiied. 

When this buiinefs wa& compleated, thd 

conful jl^niihed.m& with a proper quanttfty 

of liquors, two days provifions, a bedftead 

formed by three folding ftools, for the con- 

J veniency 
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veniency of packing it on the mules, with 
proper cooking utenfils^ and an oilrfkin 
cafe to carry my bedding. The whole of my 
(equipage, therefore, confifted of two Negro 
foldiers, a Jewifh interpreter, one faddle- 
mule for myfelf, and another for him, two 
baggagp-mules, and a Moorifh niuleteer on 
foot to take care of them.. 

On the 30th of September, at three in the 
afternoon,^ we fet out on our jburney ; and 
at fix the fame evening arrived at a finall 
village about eight miles from Tangier^ 
named Hyn Dalia, where we flept that 
night. The country through which we 
pafled, after quitting the neighbourhood of 
Tangier, was barren and mountainous, 
with fcarcely any inhabitants ; and it conti- 
nued fo the whole way to Larache, only 
^ few miferable hamlets prefenting them- 
felves occafionally to our view- The vil- 
lages throughout this empire confift of huts 
rudely conftrucSed of ftones, earth, and 
canes, covered with thatch, and enclofed 
tvith thick and high hedges. This de* 
ibription exaftly applies to that which re- 
ceived us on the firft evening of our expe- 
dition» 

So 
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$0 careful had the governor of Tangier 
beett in executing his commiflion, and fo at- 
tentive to the accommodation of the perfon 
who -was to reilore health to his royal 
matter's favourite- fon, that upon examining 
my tent k was found fo full of holes^ and 
in every refpeft fo out of order, that I was 
obKged to place my bed under a hedge, 
and make ufe of my tattered tent as a fide 
covering. 

Afttfer fpending the nightnn this fingukr 
fituation, we proceeded on our journey at 
half pafl: feven in the morning, and in an 
hour after crofled the river Mar ha, which 
was nearly dry^ though I was informed 
that after the heavy rains it is deep and 
dangerous to be forded. In a wet feafon, 
when the rivers are fwelled, travellers are 
frequently detained for feveral days upon 
^eir banks. There are in fa<a but very 
few bridges in this country, fo that, except 
at the fea-ports, where they have boats, 
there is no method of paffing flreams which 
are too deep to be forded, except by fwim* 
ming, or by the ufe of rafts. 

At ten we entered a thick and extenfive 
foreft, named Rabe a Clow. From its 

C fituatkin 
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fituation on a high mountain, from die 
rocky and difficult afcent, and fronl the* 
diftant view of the ocean through the 
openings of the trees, this foreft prefented- 
to us an uncommonly wild, romantic, and,, 
I may with truth fay, a fublime appear- 
ance. From this profpedt, however^ our 
attention was in a great meafure diverted 
by the miferable road over which we now 
found we were to pafs, extending for the 
moft part over ileep mountains and craggy 
rocks. On this account we were obliged 
to ride very flow, and with the greatefi: 
caution. 

At eleven we crofled another river, called 
Machira la chef, running at the bot- 
tom of this elevated foreft, which, though 
the feafon was dry, was rather deep. Here 
the eye was agreeably refreflied, by a fine 
champ^igne country, and a good road before 
us. On this we continued until we arrived 
at a rivulet with fome trees growing at a 
fmall diftance from its margin. Ax noon 
I fixed upon the moft fliady fpot I could 
find, and, agreeably to the Moorifh fa- 
fhion^ fat down crofs-legged on the grafs 
and dined- 

As 
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As the drefling of victuals would Jiavc 
retarded us too much on our journey, I al- 
, ^ays made a point of having fomething 
prepared the night before to eat cold tl^. 
following day. Such repafts in frefco werc^ 
agreeable enough, when wholefome and pa-- 
latable water could be procured^ but very,, 
frequently that was far from being the cafe. 
In many places it was fo muddy and of- 
fenfive, that, though extremely thirfty, I 
could not drink it unlefs corredred with 
wine, 

Except in the large towns, no provifions 
could be procured but fowls and eggs; with 
thefe, which I had been before accuftomed 
to efteem as delicacies, I now began to be, 
fatiated and difgufted. My ufual fupper 
upon my route was a cup of ftrong coffee. 
and a toaft, which I found much more re- 
freihing than animal food. Every morning 
I breakfafted upon the fame, and experienced 
the invigorating efjefts of this beverage, 
by its enabling me to fupport the fatigueSr 
of the day. 

After purfuing our courfe for about two 
Ixours, we arrived at the dver Lor if a, 

C 3 where 
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where we were detained an hoiir by the 
height of the tide. The uncertainty and 
unevennefs of the bottom, and the number 
of large ftoijes which lie in the ehannel of 
tfiis river, render it at all times uniafe to be 
paflfod. This circumftance we very fenfibly 
experienced; for when the tide permitted us 
to make the attempt, though we had men onr 
foot for the purpofe of guiding our beafts, 
ftill by their ftriking againft the ftones, and 
by their fudden plunges into deep holes, we 
were continually thrown forward upon their 
necks. 

Hardinefs and dexterit}^ are, perhaps, the 
firft among the few advantages which un- 
civilized nations enjoy; It was amufing in 
this place to obferve a number of Moors, 
who were travelKng on foot, pull off their 
cloaths, place them commodioufly on their 
heads, and immediately fwim acrois the 
ftream. 

In the evening we reached Arzilla, 
where, in confequence of the fervice in: 
which i was engaged, application was made 
by the fpldiers to the Alcaide, or gover- 
nor of the town, to procure me a lodging* 

Arzilla 
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Arzilla is eleven hours journey, or aboat 
thirty miles diftant from TANGifeR : for 
the Moots compute tHftances by hours ; and 
as the pace of their mules is at the rate of. 
three miles an hour, the length of a journey, 
is generally calculated in this way with fuf- 
ficient accuracy. 

The apartment affigned me wa$ amifcra- 
ble room in the caftle, without any windows, 
and receiving light from a door-way (for - 
there was no door) and from three holes la 
the wall about fix inches fquare. This 
caftle covers a large fpace of ground ; and 
though it is now in a very ruinous condi- 
tion, appears to have been a building ered:- 
ed formerly in a fuperior ftilc of Moorifli 
g^andcur^ 

The town is a finaU fea-port upon the 
Atlantic ocean. It was once in the poifeffion 
of the Portugucze, and was at that tiriie a 
place of ftrength ; but through the indolence 
and caprice of the Moorifh princes its for- 
tifications have been fince ncgle6ted, and its 
walls are rapidly decaying in almoft every 
part. The houfes have a iniferablc appear- 
aflc?, and the inhabitants, who confift of a 

C 3 few 
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few Moors and Jews,' live in a ftate of the 
mdft perfed poverty. 

The reader may form fomcL idea of the 
manners of this country, by imagining mc 
and my interpreter at one end of the room, 
as above defcribed, drinking coffee ; and at 
the other, the muleteer and the foldiers en- 
joying themfelves over a large bowl of 
CUscASou, which they were devouring 
with all the fervour of an excellent appe- 
tite, and in the primitive fafhion, that is 
with their fingers. This fpecies of food is 
very common among the Moors, who have 
a tradition that it was invented by their pro- 
phet Mahomet, at a time when he could 
obtain neither fleep nor fubfiftence. It is 
their principal treat to all foreign minifters, 
and travellers of diftindlion who vifit the 
country. It confifts of bits of pafte about 
the fize of rice; crumbled into an earthen 
colander, and cooked by the fleam of boiled 
meat and vegetables. The whole is then 
put into an earthen difh, and butter and fpices 
added to it. The difh is ferved up in a 
wooden tray, with a cover of palmetto leaves 
plaited together. 

About 
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About an hour after my arrival the go- 
vernor, and feverai of the principal Moor^, 
paid me a vifit, : and brought me, in com- 
pliment to my royal patient, a prefent of 
fruit, ' eggs, and fowls. After a cpnverfa- 
•tion of about half an hour, during which 
many compliments paffed on both fides, my 
vifitors took their leave, and we all retired 
to reft. 

As the report was rapidly and extenfively 
circulated that a Chriftian furgeon was ar- 
rived in the town, I found myfelf vifited 
very early in the morning by a number of 
patients, whole cafes were in general truly 
tfcplorable* Many of thefe objedts were af- 
Hidted with total blindnefs, white fwellings, 
arivcterate chronical rlieumatifms, and drop- 
*fies. - - It -was in vain to affure thefe unfortu-- 
nate and ignorant people that their com- 
plaints were beyond the reach of medicine. 
AH I could allege gained not the fmalleft. 
credit; a Chriftian dodor, they aflerted, 
*ouidcure every malady, and repeatedly. of- 
fered me their hands to feel their pulfe ; for 
^difeafes of every kind in this country,, it 
feerhs, are to be difcovered merely by an ap-^* 
t^Ucation to the pulfe-. „ . < 

-^ C ^ ^ From 
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From the urgent import\initie^ of my 
patients, who all wifhed to be attended to. 
a.t the fame time, I was at firfl at a lofshow 
to proceed; however, I found myfelf under 
±he neceffity of ordering my guards to keep 
off the crpwd, and permit one only to con- 
fult me at a- time. It was truly diftreflinsg 
to obferve fo many objefts of real mifery 
before me, without having it in my powef tQ 
adminifter that relief for which they ap- 
peared fo anxious^ and which they were fo 
confident of obtaining. Though moft ojf 
tlieir complaints appeared to be incurable, ytt 
had my time permitted I fhould have expe- 
rienced the moft heart-felt pleafure in ex- 
erting every means in my power tpalleviati^ 
their fufferings* Circumftanced as I was, 
I could only reconmiend them medicines 
which would have but a temporary ef- 
feft, and which ferved rather to fend them, 
.away fatislied than to afford a peraiapeat 
relief. ^ 

In the mean time the governor had been 
paying attention tp the bad condition pf my 
tent, and by ordering the worft parts to be 
cut out, and the reft tQ be patched, had re^ 
duced it fo much in fize, that he had fcarcely 
6 left 
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left rcx>m for myfelf and interpreter ' with 
difficulty to creep into it. 

At eight o'clock the fame morning, Oc- 
tober 2d, we began our route for the city of 
Larache, about twenty-two miles from 
Arzilla, and arrived there the fame day 
about four in the afternoon. Our journey 
thither was principally on the beach, fo that 
but little occurred wliich was worthy of ob- 
fervation. Before we could enter the town, 
we were ferried over the river Luc cos, 
which in this part is about half a mile in 
breadth, and after many beautiful meanders 
Ms into the ocean at Larache* 
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Defcription ^L A R A c h e . — Application from 
a Number of P'atie?tts. — Difeafes of the 
Country. — State of Medical ; Science in 
Morocco.— -Curious Ruin: — Beautifi/l 
Country. — Encampments of the Arabs.— 
Manners and Cujloms of thisfngular Peo^ 
pie. — OppreJJion of the People. — Injiances. 
* — Mode of fjfnng in the Lakes.-— •SanC" 
' tuaries. — Moorijh Saints. -^Anecdotes illuf- 
trative of this Subject. — Journey from 

MAMdRA to SALLElf. ' 

IMMEDIATELY on my arrival at La- 
ra che I was introduced to the Al- 
caide or governor, whom I found to be a 
very handfome black. He fhewed me great 
attention, and placed me in a very decent 
apartment in the caftle, which is in a ftate 
totally different from that of Arzilla. 

Larache formerly belonged to the 
Spaniards; it has tolerably neat buildings, 
and is of a moderate extent. This city is 
fituatedat the mouth of the river Luccos, 

ypon 



A TOUR To MOROCCO, «c. ij 

Hpon an eafy defccnt to the fea. The agrce-i 
able windings of the river, the clufters of 
date, and various other trees irregularly dit* 
pofed, and the gentle rifings of the ground, 
have a moft pidturefque efFedt ; which, aided 
by the reflexion that you are contemplating 
die pure works of nature, unaffifted or unde-^ 
formed by art, cannot fail to inlpife the moft 
pleafing fenfations. 

The town, though not regularly fortified, 
poflfefles one fort and two batteries in good, 
repair. The ftreets are paved, and there is 
a decent market-place with ftone piazzas.* 
This city indeed on the whole exhibits a 
much cleaner and neater appearance than any 
town which I vifited in Barbary, Mogodoret 
excepted. 

At the port veflels are refitted and fup-^ 
plied with ftores, though there are no docks 
nor conveniencies for building large fliips. 
From the depth and fecurity of the rivei* 
the emperor is induced to lay up his large 
veflels at Larache during the winter fea- 
Ion, It indeed is the only port which h^ 
pofleffes that can anfwer that purpofe. It is 
Jiowever probable, that this river in procefs_ 

, X of 
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cf time will be fubje<a to the fame inconw* 
nienoe as that of Tansjiek^ owing to thb 
accumulation of land, which already has pro-., 
duced a bar at its entrance, of which die 
aontial incrcafe is very p^M-ccptiblc* 

As one of my mules h^ falkn lame, I ton-- 
tinued the whole of the foUowing day at 
Larache, with a view of exchanging 
him J but to my great mortification was not 
able to fucceed in the attempt. During a 
great part of the day my room was fo filled 
with patients that it might with great pro- 
priety be compared to an infirmary, and that 
not one cf the leaftconfiderable. 

The difcafes that I obfcrved to be moil 
prevalent, were the hydrocele ; violent in- 
flammatioils in the eyes, very frequently 
tcraiinating in blindnefs; the itch, com- 
bined with inveterate leprous affe<9:ions; 
dropfies, and white fwellings, I alfo ob- 
fcrved a few intermittent and bilious fevers, 
and frequently complaints of the ftomach, 
arifing from indigeftion. Though this coun-? 
try has in a few inftances been.vifitedby the 
lidague, yet that difeafe by no means is fo 
prevalent here as in the Eailern parts of 

Barbaiy, 
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Barbary, which are more contiguous to 
Turkey, whence it is ftippofcd ufiially to 
proceed. 

The caufe of the hydrocele fo frequcntljr 
oGcurrmg in this country feems tcx hc'mz 
gresLt measure the loofe drefs of the Moors^ 
and the great relaxation which i& induced 
by the wannth of the climate *• The oph- 
^hny, or inflammation of the eyes, is evi^-* 
dcntly occasioned by their being expofcd to 
the refledion of the fun from the hottfes^ 
which are; univerfally whitened over. To 
this inconvenience the Moors are more, par- 
ticularly fubjed:, from their drefs not being 
calculated to keep off the rays of the fun, and 
from no perfon being allowed the ufe of an 
umbrella except the emperor. 

The' leprous aifedtion appears to be here- 
ditary, for I was informed that it has been 
frequently traced back from one femily ta 
another for feveral generations, and it has 
all the appearance of being the true leprody 
of the antients, It breaks out in greac 

* The medical reader will probably fee a furdier cauJe for 
the frequency of this complaint, in the great indulgedev 
which the Moors allow tiiemfelves in, certain pleafur^,^ and 
the application of the warm bath immediately after. 

blotches 
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blotches over the whole body, in fome *fe^ 
forming one continual fore, which frequently 
heals up, and at ftated times breaks out afrefli, 
but is never thoroughly cured. During my 
refidence at Morocco, I had frequent op^ 
portunities of trying a variety of remedies 
for this complaint, but I never fucceeded 
further than a temporary cure, for upon dif- 
continuing the medicines the difeafe was cer- 
tain to return. The white fwellings and 
dropfies probably arife from poor living; 
three parts of the people feldom having any 
other kind of provifion than coarfe bread, 
fruit, and vegetables. 

With refped to the ftate of medical and 
rhirurgical knowledge in this country, it is 
very limited indeied- They have, however^ 
their praditioners in phyfic, both Moors and 
Jews, who have gone through the form of 
fitting therhfelves for the profeiiion, which 
ijhiefly confifts in felefting from the antient 
Arabic manufcripts that remain in the coun- 
try fome fimple rexnedies, which they after-, 
wards apply, as well as they are able, to vari- 
ous diftempers. 

' Their methods of treating diforders are, 
bleeding, cupping, fcarifying, fomentations, 

and 
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and giving Internally decodlbns of hexbs. 
Some are bold enough in the hydrocele to' let 
out the water with a lancet ; and there ara 
thofe who even couch for the :catarad:, I 
never had an opportunity of feeing the: 
operation of couching performed ,in Bar- 
bary, but I was introduced to a Moor at 
the city of Morocco, who told me tjiat hc^ 
had performed it, and (hewed me the inftru-, 
ment which he ufed for the purpofe. Thisi 
was a piece of thick brafs wire, terminating 
gradually at one end in a point not vefy- 
Ibarp. ; . . 

The Moors chiefly depend upon .topical 
remedies, and feldom make ufe of internal 
medicines. Being flrangers to the manner, 
in which they are to operate, they feem to 
entertain no favourable oppion of -their effi-^ 
cacy. It is indeed almoft impoffible to per- 
iiiade them that a medicine received intp the 
iiomach can relieve complaints in the head or; 
extremities. It is but juftice, however, to- 
-add, that I never knew theni objed: to any^ 
thing that I adminiftered, provided I clearlji 
explained to them the manner in which thej^ 
were to be benefited by it. From thefeob;^^ 

fervations. 
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iervatlons^ ^u^ from the frequent recoiirfe 
whkh the Mahometans have to charms and 
amulets/ it appears that,' notwithfbnding 
^eir belief in predeftination, they are not 
averfe to the ofe of means for the removal of 
difcHKlers. 

Of the number who applied to me ft>r 
relief at Larache, none appeared to ex-* 
hibit the leaft fcnfe ot gratitude except one;^ 
tibe reft behaved as if they thought they did 
me a greater favour by afking my advice, 
Aan I conferred on them by giving it. The 
perfon to whom I allude, as being fo different 
in his condudt from the reft, was an old 
Moor of fome diftin<9:ion in the place, who 
deiired tne to come to his houfe and vifit a 
fiek friend, with which requeft I immedi^ 
ately complied. The man for this trifling 
attention was fo uncommonly gfrateful, that 
refledling on the place where I was, and on 
the treatment I had already experienced, I 
was aftonifhed and gratified beyond expref- 
fion. After fending to my apartment a larger 
Apply of poultry and fitiit, the ufual prefent 
of the country, he waited on me himfelf, and 
afitircd me, that while he lived he fhould 

never 
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never forget the favour which I had done 
him ; at the fame time infifting upon my 
making ufe of his houfe as my own upon 
my return. As this was the principal inftance 
of this very fingular virtue among the Moors, 
which I experienced during my whole tour 
in Barbary, I have thought it my duty to 
be particular in mentioning the circum- 
ftance. 

On the 4th of Odober, at fix ,in the 
morning, we left Larache, and at ten 
pafled the river Clough, a fmall ftream. 
At four in the afternoon we came to the 
ruins of a large caftle, f^id to ha^ been 
built fome hundred years ago, by a Moor of 
diftin<5lion, named DjfR Coresy, who was 
put to death by the then reigning emperor, 
and his caftle .deftroyed. Moft of the 
caftles and other public buildings indeed, 
which I faw in this empire,. afforded ftrong 
marks of having' fuffcred more from the 
hands of the tyrant, than from the injuries; 
of time. ' , 

I have already mentioned the beautiful 
profpedts in the country adjacent to La- 
rache: thofe in the road from that city to 

D Mamora 
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Mamora were not lefs delightful. Wc 
travelled among trees of various kinds, fo 
^gr^eably arranged that tl>e place had more 
t)^e appearance pf a park than pf an uncuU 
tivated country. We crofled over plains 
ifvhich, without the aid pf the hulbandman, 
were rich in yerdure ; and we had a view of 
lake; which extended many miles in Ipfigth* 
the fides of which were lined with A^h 
encampments, and their furfaces covered 
with innumerable water-fowl. The fine^ 
nefs of the day greatly added to the pleafure 
I received from thcfe variegated fcenes, whicii 
are not unworthy the pencil of the ablcft 
artift. 

At half paft four in the afternoon we arr 
rived at the firft of thefe lakes, and pitched 
pur tent in the centre of one of the encamp^ 
ments. 

Thefe encampments are generally at a 
very confiderable diftance from the cities 
and towns ; the villages, on the other hand, 
are commonly quite in* the vicinity of fome 
town. The encampment confifts of broad 
tents, conftruifted either of the leaves of the 
palmetto, or of camels hair. Some of them 

arq 
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are fupported by canes, and others are fixed 
by pegs* The form of an Arab tent is in 
fome degree fimilar to a tomb, or the keel 
of a fhip reverfed. They are dyed black, 
are broad, and very low. The tent of the 
Shaik or governor is confiderably larger 
than any of the others, and is placed in a 
confpicuous part of the camp. Thefe 
camps arc named by the Arabs Douhars, 
and the number of tents in them vary ac- 
cording to the proportion of people in the 
tribe or family^ Some of the Douhars 
contain only four or five, while others con- 
fift of near a hundred. The camp forms 
either a complete circle or an oblong fquare, 
but the firft is more coanmon. The cattle, 
which are left to graze at large in the day, 
are carefully fecured within the boundaries 
at night* 

In all the camps the tents are clofed on 
the North fide, and are quite open on the 
South, by which means they efcape the cold 
Northerly winds, fo prevalent in this coun- 
try during the winter feafon. 

The Arabs who inhabit thefe encamp- 

cacnts are in many refpeds a very different 
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race of people from the Moors who inhabit 
the towns. The latter, from being in ge- 
neral more affluent, from their intercourfe 
with Europeans, and from their different 
education, have introduced luxuries, and im- 
bibed ideas, of which the others are entirely 
ignorant. From their ftrong family attach- 
ni,ents indeed, as well as from their inveterate 
prejudices in favour of antient cuftoms, thefe 
tribes of Arabs appear to be at a vaft dif- 
tance from a ftate of civilization. As this 
Angular people aflbciate continually in tribes, 
their marriages are confined to their own 
family ; and fo ftrift are they in the obferv- 
ance of this attachment, that they will not., 
permit a perfon who is not in fome degree 
related to them to inhabit the fame camp 
with themfelves. 

The huiband, wife, and children all fleep 
in the fame tent, commonly on a pallet of 
iheep-fkins, but fometimes on the bare 
ground. The children remain with their 
parents till they marry, when the friends of 
each party are obliged to provide them with 
Vi tent, a ftone hand-mill to grind their com, 
g tafket; a wood?n bowl, and two earthen 
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difhes, which conftitute the whole of their 
furniture. Befides thefe they have however 
a marriage portion, which confifts.of a cer- 
tain number of camels, horfes, cows, fhcep, 
and goats, with a proportionable quantity of 
wheat and barley: and by grazing and culti- 
vating the neigbouring ground they gradually 
increafe their ftock. The Arabs have fel- 
dom more than one wife. Their women^ 
who are in general the very oppofite to 
every idea of beauty, do not, like thofe who 
inhabit the towns, conceal their faces in the 
prefence of ftrangers. 

Each camp is under the direction of a 
Shaik, to whom the reft a{)ply for redrefs 
whenever they feel themfelves aggrieved. 
This governor is inverted with the power 
of inflidiing any punifhment which he may 
think proper, fhort of death* He is ap- 
pointed by the emperor, and is in general 
the Arab who pofleflcs the greateft pro- 
perty. 

As they are generally at a diftance from 
any mofque where they can exercife their 
religion, an empty tent is allotted for the pur- 
poies of worfhip, which is placed in the 

D 3 centre 
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centre of the camp, and which at the fame 
time ferves for the nightly abode of any tra- 
veller who may pafs that way; and thofe 
who take flicker in it are provided with a 
good fupper, at the expence of the whde 
aflbciation. Within this tent aU the chil- 
dren affemble every morning an hour be- 
fore day-break, before a large wood fire, 
which is made on the outiide, and learn 
their prayers, which are written in Arabic 
charadkers on boards, and are always hang- 
ing up in the tent. The learning to read 
the few prayers which are on thefe boards^ 
and to commit them to memory, is the only 
education to which the Arabs in general ever 
attain. 

The unfettled turn o^ thefe people has 
conferred upon them the appellation of 
wandfering Arabs. As foon as the land which 
furrounds them becomes lefs produdlive, and 
their cattle have devoured all the pafture, 
they ftrike their tents, and move on to fome 
more fertile fpot, till neceffity again compels 
them to retire. I met one of thefe tribes 
upon their march, and obferved that not only 
their camels, horfes, and mules, but.alib 

their 
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their bulls and cows, were laden with their 
tcnt^> impkmcnts of agriculture, wives and 
chHdren) &:c« 

. In the empire of Morocco all landed pro* 
perty, except what is immediately connefted 
with towns, belongs to the emperor, ' The 
iU'abs, therefore, when they wi(h to change 
their fitiiation, are obliged to procure a li- 
cence from him, or at leaft from the ba- 
fliaw of the province, allowing thqm to take 
jtoffeffion of any particular fpot of ground 5 
and in confideration of this indulgence 
they pay the emperor a proportion of its 
produce. 

The treatment which I experienced from 
thcfe people was kind and hofpitable, be- 
traying no figns of that inclination to im-- 
pofe upon ftrangersi which fo ftrongly 
mark the character of the inhabitants of 
the towns* As foon as my tent was pitched, 
numbers flocked round it, but apparently 
more from curiofity than from any inten- 
tion of offending* On the contrary they 
appeared exceedingly defirous to do every 
thing in their power for my accommoda- 

P4 The 
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The drefs of the men confifts of a long 
coarfe frock, made of undyed wool, which is 
girt about the waift, and is called a c ashove. 
In addition to this they wear the haick, 
which is a piece of ftufF feveral yards in 
length, made either of wool, or wool and cot- 
ton. This, when they go abroad, they ufe 
as a cloak, throwing it over the whole of 
the under drefs in a carelefs manner, the up* 
per part ferving to cover their head. They 
wear their hair cut quite clofe, ufe no turbaii, 
cap, nor ftockings, and feldom even wear 
flippers. ' 

The drefs of the women is nearly the 
fame, differing only in the mode of putting 
on the CASHOVE, which is fo contrived as to 
form a bag on their backs, for the purpofe of 
carrying their children ; and this they arc able 
to do, and perform all the drudgery of the 
family at the fame time. Their hair, which 
is black, is worn in different plaits, and is 
covered with a handkerchief tied clofe to 
their head. They are very ibnd of gold and 
filvcr trinkets when they can obtain them, 
and none of them are without a number of 
bead necklaces. Their children go quite 

naked 
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naked till the age of nine or ten, when they 
are initiated in xhz drudgery of their parents. 
The mode of living amongft thefe people 
is much the fame as that of the Moors in 
towns, cufcofou being their principal diet. 
Befides this, however, they eat camels and 
foxes flefli, and fometimes even cats have 
fallen victims to their voracity. They ufe 
barley bread, which is prepared without yeaft 
or leaven, and baken in an earthen di(h in 
the (hape of a cake. 

The complexion of the Arabs is a dark 
brown, or rather olive-colour. Their fea- 
tures, from their more adtive life, have ftron- 
ger expreffion and fewer, marks of effemi- 
nacy than thofe of the Moors in towns. 
Their eyes, are black, and their teeth in ge- 
neral white and regular. 

The ill effedls of ftrong family prejudices, 
and of that narrow and exclufive difpofition 
which accompanies them, is ftrongly mark- 
ed in thefe little focieties. Every' camp 
beholds its neighbour with deteftation or 
contempt. Perpetual feuds arife between 
the inhabitants of each, and too commonly 
are prodiiftive of bloodflied, and the moft 

extravagant 



it ' A tOVK TO MoHQCGO, Uc^. 

extravagant outrages. When one of tbe^ 
unfortunate contefts proceeds to open ails 
of violence, it feldom terminates till the em- 
peror has taken a fhare in the difpute^. Who- 
ever is the author, he at leaft generally de- 
rives advantages from thefe diflenfions;.for, 
independent of the corporal punifhment 
which he inflicts, he alfo impofes heavy fines 
upon the contending tribes, which proves 
the moil effcdual mode of pacifying thei 
combatants* 

Befides what the emperor gains in thisf 
way, which is frequently confiderable, he 
likewife receives annually the tenth of every 
article of confumption which is th^ produce 
of the country ; he alfo fometimes cxz&$ 
an extraordinary impoft, anfwering in value 
to about the fortieth part of every article 
they poflefs, whiph is levied for the purpofe 
of fupporting his troops. Befides thefe 
levies, thefe unfortunate, people are liable to 
any other exadion which his caprice may 
diredt him to impofe upon them, from a 
plea of pretended or real neceflity. The 
firft tax (the tenth) is paid either in cork 

and 
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and cattle, or in money. The other is 
always paid in corn and cattle. 

The mode prad:ifed by the emperor for 
extorting money from his fiibjeds is very 
limple and expeditious. He fends orders 
%Q the baihaw or governor of the province 
to pay him the fum he wants within a li- 
mited time. The bafliaw immediately col- 
ledts it, and fometimes double the fum, as 
a reward to his own induftry, from the^ 
Alcaides of the towns and Shajks of 
the encampments in the province which he 
commands. The example of the bafhaw is 
not loft upon thefe officers, who take care 
to compenfate their own trouble with equal 
liberality from the pockets of the fubjefts; 
fo that by means of this chain of defpotifm^ 
which defcends from the emperor to the 
meaneft officer, the wretched people gene- 
rally pay about four times the taxes which 
the emperor receives — fo little gainers arc 
arbitrary monarchs by the oppreffion of the 
public ! The exadions indeed have beea 
fometimes fo fcvere, that the Ard)s have 
pofitively refufed to i^tisfy the emperor's 
4emand^^ and have obliged him to iend « 

party 
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party ^of foldiers to enforce them. When- 
ever he is forced to this extremity, the fol- 
diers never fail to give full fcope to their 
love of plunder. 

When a ftranger fleeps in one of thefe 
camps, he refts in the moft perfedt fafety ; 
for if he lofes the leaft article, or is in any 
refpeft injured, all the Arabs of the camp 
become anfwerable for it. So that a foreigner 
travels with much greater fecurity under the 
protedion of government in this empire, 
than among the nations of Europe w^hich 
are more civilized. 

The lakes in this part of the world fur- 
nifh great plenty of water-fowl and eels. 
The manner of catching the latter being iri 
fome degree curious, I ihall trefpafs upon 
the reader's patience while I endeavour to 
give fome account of it. 

A fort of fkifF, about fix feet Icxig and 
two broad, is formed of bundles of reeds and 
ruihes, rudely joined together, leaving only 
fufficient room to contain one man. The 
ikiff gradually narrows off to wards the head, 
where it terminates in a point, which is bent 
upwards in a manner fimilar to the turn of 

a fcate. 
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a fcate. It is guided and managed entirely 
by one long pole, and from its lightnefs is 
capable of very quick motion. For the im- 
mediate purpofe of taking the eels, a number 
of ftrong canes are fixed together, with a 
barbed iron in each, and with this inftru- 
ment, as foon as the eels are obferved in the 
water, the man immediately ftrikes at them 
with great dexterity, and generally with 
fuccefs. 

Almoft the whole employment of the 
Arabs confifts in the tillage of the grotmd 
adjacent to their camps, and in the grazing 
of their cattle. The grounds at a diftancc 
from the lakes, by the burning of the ftub- 
ble in the autumn, and a flight turning up 
of the earth with a wooden plough-fharc, 
produce good crops of barley and wheat; 
and by thefe means the Arabs prociire not 
only fufficient for their confumption, but 
are even enabled to bring a part for fale 
to the neighbouring markets. Near the 
marfhes and lakes their flocks and herds 
find a very rich pafl:ure, which, from the 
number of every fpecies which I obferved, 

adde4 
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added in no finall degree to the beauty of the 
romantic fcene. 

With refpecft to their markets, they have " 
fpots of ground fixed upon for that purpafe 
within a few hours ride of their habitations^ 
where once a week all the neighbouring 
Arabs tranfport their cattle, poultry, fruit, 
and corn, to be difpofed of> and fometimes 
meet with a good fale from the Moorifli 
merchants, who come from the town, to pur- 
chafe cattle and grain. 

Were the emperor to allow a free expor-» 
tation of corn, with moderate duties, and 
to permit the people to enjoy what they 
cam, exacting only the tax allowed him by 
the Koran, of a tenth on each article, his 
fubje<3:s would foon become very rich, and 
his own revenue would be trebly increafei 
The foil is fo fertile, that every grain is 
computed to produce an hundred fold j but, 
owing to the want of a greater demand for 
this article, the Arabs fow little more than 
is neceflary for their own ufe. 

The only guards of thefe* fude habita-^ 
tions, both againft thieves and wild beaftsi 
afc do^s of a very large apd fierce fpecies, 

If 
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Jf thefe animals perceive a ftranger approach 
the camp, jhey furioufly ilTue in a body 
^gainft him, and would prfebably tear him to 
pieces, were they not reftrajined, and called off 
jby their owners. Through the whole of the 
night they keep up an inceflant and melan- 
choly barking and howling, which, though 
doubtiefs very ufeful, in keeping their maf- 
ters upon the watch, and frightening away 
wild beafts, y^t, when united to the lowing 
of the herds and neighing of the horfes 
which occupy the vacant fpaces of the 
camp, certainly tends to deprefs the fpirits, 
and impede that reft which the fatigue at- 
tending thofe journeys naturally requires. 

On the 5th Odober, between five and 
fix in the morning, we quitted the habitav 
jtions of thefe hofpitable Arabs, and travel- 
led on to Ma MORA, \yhere we arrived about 
fix the fame evening. The greater part of 
this day's journey afforded us a continuatioa 
cf nearly the fame appearances with that of 
the preceding day. 

As wc approached the town, we obfervcd 

on each fide pf the lakes feyeral fan<auaries 

i)i Mpor^ih faints. Thefe fandluaries are 
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ftonc buildings of about ten yards fquare, 
whitened over, with a cupola at the top, 
containing in them the body of the faint. 

A veneration for perfons of eminent fanc- 
tity has pervaded all nations and all religions 
of the world. The Mahometan religion 
appears as little favourable to this fpecies of 
fuperftition as moft with which we are ac- 
quainted, as it fo tenacioufly injGfts on the 
unity of God, and fo ftridly inhibits all crea- 
tures whatever from participating in the ho- 
npurs which are due only to the Deity. 
Some degree of idolatry, however, will pre- 
vail in every rude nation. When, therefore, 
a Mahometan faint dies, he is buried with 
the utmoft folemnity, and a chapel is ereded 
over his grave, which place 'afterwards be^ 
comes more facred than even the mofques 
themfelves. 

If the mofl: atrpciou? criminal takes refuge 
jn one of thefe chapels, or fandluaries, his 
perfon is fecure. The emperor himfelf, who 
rarely fcruples to employ any means what- 
ever that may ferve to accomplifh his pur- 
pofe, feldom violates the privilege of thefe 
places. When a Moor h oppr^fled by any 

mental 
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tneiital or t>odi}y afflidion^ he applies to the 
heareft fand-uary^ and afterwards returns 
hpnie with his mind calm and comforted, 
expedihg to derive fome confiderable bene* 
fit from the prayers which he haS ofiered 
there: and in all defperate cafes the fane- 
tuary is the laft refort. 

Saints in Barbary are of two kinds. The 
firft are thofe who by frequent ablutions, 
prayers, and other afts of devotion^ have ac-. 
quired an extraordinary reputation for piety* 
Too many pf thefc are artful hypocrites, 
who under the mafk of religion pra(a:ife the 
mod fbigrant immoralities. There are, how-^ 
ever, inftances of fome among them, whofe 
pradtices accord in general with their pro- 
fcflion, and who make it their bufinefs to 
attend upon the fick, and aflift the necefli- 
tous and unhappy. From fuch as thefe the 
fevere fpirit of philofophy itfeif will fcarcely 
withhold refpeft and veneration* 

Idiots and madmen form the fecorid ckfs 
of faints. In every ftate of fociety, indeed> 
an opinion has been prevalent, that perfons 
afflidted with thefe mental complaints w^ere 
under the influence of fuperior powers. 

E Th« 
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The oracles and prophets of the he&then 
Vvorld derived their celebrity from this cir- 
oumftance ; and even among the low6r<:laf- 
fes in oiirtiwn country we frequently have by 
encounter a fimilar prejudice* Ia confoir* 
ttrity, therefore, with thefe notions, fo na- 
tural to uncultivated man^ the Moors con- 
fider thefe unhappy perfons as heinjg under 
the fpecial protedtion of Heavea, and di- 
vinely infpired. Superftition here, ^as per- 
haps in fome other inftances, becofties ad- 
mirably fubfervient to humanity -and cha- 
rity. In cbnfequence of this prejudice, the 
moft friendlefs and unj)rotfe<fted race d£ mor- 
tals find friends and proteft'ors in the 'popu- 
lace themfelves. They ate fed and clo^thed 
gratis wherever they wander, and are fome- 
times loaded with prefents. A Moor might 
with as much fafety offer an infult to the 
emperor himfelf, as attempt by any feverity 
to reftrain even the irregularities of thefe re- 
puted prophets. 

It muft not however be diflemblcd, thstt 
opinions which have not their bafis in rca- 
fon and philofophy are feldom found to 
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bperate uniformly fot the advantage of io^ 
ciety. Independent of the wide icope 
which thefe inperftidous notions afford to 
hypocfiiy, numbti-leiis are the eVils with 
which they are attended^ fince whatever 
mifchief thefe fuppofed minifters ofhealre^ 
may perpetrate^ their perfons <are always 
fccred. It is not long fince the^e was a 
iaint at Morocco, whofe conftant amufe-^- 
ment was to wound and kiH whatever per-& 
{(ms unfortunately fell in his way; yet> in 
fpite of the many fatal confequences from 
hi3 inianily, he was ftill fufiered to go at 
hirge. Such was the malignity of his diA 
pofition, that while he was in the very adi 
of prayer he would Watch for an opportu- 
nity to throw Jiis xofary round the neck of 
ibme perfon within his reach, with an in-^ 
tent to ilrangle. him« While I refided at 
Morocco, I fenfibly experienced the incon- 
"Kenience of coming within the vicinity of 
thefe faints, as they feemed to take a par-» 
ticukr pleafure in infulting and annoying 
Chriftians. 

fiefides the&, I may mention under the 
head of faints or prophets, the Mara* 

£ a BOUTS^ 
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BOUTS, a clafs of impoftors who pre- 
tend to fkiU in magic, and are highly 
cftcemed by the natives. They lead an in- 
dolent life, are the venders of fpells and 
charms, and live by the credulity of the po** 
pulace. 

• There i$ alfo among thefe people a fet of 
itinerant mountaineers, who pretend to be 
the -favourites of the prophet Mahomet, and 
that no kind of venomous creature can 
hurt them. But the moil lingular of this 
clafs are the Sidi Nasir, or fnake-eaters, 
who exhibit in public upon market-days, 
and entertain the crowd by eating, live, 
fnakes, and performing juggling decep- 
tions, I was once prefent at this ftrange 
fpecies of amufement, and faw a man, in , 
the courfe of two hours, eat a living fer- 
pent of four feet in length. He danced to 
the found of wild mufic, vocal and inftru- 
mental, with a variety of odd geftures and 
contortions, feveral times round the circle 
formed by the fpcdators. He then began 
his attack upon the tail, after he had re- 
cited a fhort prayer, ia which he was joined 
by the multitude. This ceremony was re- 

pcztcd 
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peated at intervals, till he had entirely de- 
voured the fnake. 

Thus far by way of digreffion : I now 
return to the courfe of my narrative. — Early 
in the evening of the 5th we arrived at 
Mamora, which isdiftant about fixty-fdur 
miles from Lar ache. It is iituated upon 
a hill near the mouth of the river Saboe, 
the waters of which, gradually widening in 
their courfe, fall into the Atlantic at this 
place, and form a harbour for fniall vef- 
fels. 

Mamora, like the generality of the 
Moorifli towns through which I pafled, 
contains little worthy of obfervation. While 
it was in the pofleiJion of the Portugueze 
it was encompafled by a double wall, which 
ftill remains; it had alfo other fortifications, 
which are deftroyed. At prefent it pof- 
fe/Tes only a fmall fort on the fea-fide. 

The fertile paftures, the extenfive waters 
and plantations which we pafled iii our 
way hither, have already been remarked. 
The vicinity of Mamora is equally en- 
chanting. What a delightful refidence 
would it be, if the country had not the mif- 
E 3 fortune 
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fortune to grOan lender an ^bitrary and c^« 
preflive goTcrnmcnt ! 

In the morningt between eight and ninej, 
we mounted our mules, leaving MamorAj^ 
and dirfeifling our tourfe towards Salle e^ 
where we arrived between one and two at 
noon, after hiving travelled over a fpace of 
about fifteen miles^ The rpad between 
Mamora and Sallee is in excellent or^ 
der, and tolerably pleafant. It extends along 
a vale, towards which the hills gently flope 
on each fide. 

Within a cjuarter of a mile of Sal lee, 
we arrived at an aquedud:, which the na-; 
tives afTert to have been built many year$ 
ago by the Moors ; but fi-om its ftyle, ah4 
ftriking marks of antiquity, it bears more 
the refemblance of a piece of Roman ar- 
chitedhire. Its •walls, which are remarka- 
bly thick and high, extend in length for 
about half a mile, and have three ftupeh- 
dous arch- ways opening to the road, through 
one of which we paflfed on our way to 
Sal lee. Although time has laid its de-^ 
ftruitive hand in fome degree on this an-r 
cicnt piece of architefture, yet it ftill ferve^ 
6 the 
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the purpofc of fupplying the town of 
Sall££ with excellent water. 
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Defcription of Mogodore. 

THE name of Sal lee is femous in 
hUlory, and has decorated many a 
well-told tale. Thofe piratical veflels 
which were fitted out from this port, and 
which were known by the name of Sallee 
rover?, were long the terror pf the mercan- 

E 4 tile 
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tile world. Equally dreaded fpr their va- 
lour and their cruelty, the adventurers who 
navigated thefe fwift alid formidable veflels 
depopulated the oceaflf and even dared 
fometimes to extend their devaftations tQ 
the Chriftian coafts, ^s plunder was their 
folc aim, in the acquifition of it nothing 
impeded their career. Human life was of 
no value in their eftimation, or if, it was 
ibmetimes ipared, it was not through any 
fentiment of jufticeor compaffion, but only 
that it itiaight be protracted in the moft 
wretched of fituations, as the hopejefs flave 
to the luxury and caprice of a fellow pior- 
tal. The town pf Sallbe in its prefenf 
ftate, though large, prefents nothing worthy 
the obferyatiori of the traveller, except a 
battery of twenty-four pippes of cannon 
fronting the fea, and a redoubt at the en- 
trance of the river, which is about a quaN 
ter of a mile broad, and penetrates feveral 
miles into the interior country. 

On the fide opppfite to Sallee Is fitu- 
ated the town of Ra$at, which formerly , 
partook equally with Sallee in its pirar | 
|ipal depredations, and was generally con- 
' ^ founded 
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founded with it. While Sal lee and Ra- 
bat were thus formidable, they were what 
might be termed independent ftates, paying 
only a very fmall tribute to the emperor, 
and barely acknowledging him for their fo- 
vereign. This ftate of independence un- 
doubtedly gave uncommon vigour to their 
piratical exertions. Few will take much 
pains, or encounter great ri£ks for the ac- 
quifition of wealth, without the certainty 
of enjoying it unmolefted. Sini Maho- 
met, however, when prince; fubdued thefe 
towns, and annexed them to the empire. 
This was a mortal blow to their piracies ; 
for when thofe defperate mariners felt the 
uncertainty of pofleffing any length of time 
their captures, they no longer became felici- 
tous to jicquire them; and at length, when 
^ the man who had deprived them of their pri- 
vileges became emperor, he put a total flop 
to their depredations, by declaring himfelf at 
peace with all Europe. Since that period 
jthe entrance of the river has been fo gradu- 
ally filling up with fand wafhed in by the 
fea, that was it poffible for thefe people to 
f ecover theif independence, it Would incapa- 
citate 
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ckate them for carrying on their piracies to 
their former extent *• 

Having 

/ ^ . Itt pnu&ig tke roauttfcripts of a gendeman lately de« 
ceafed« who formerly redded a cumber of yean in tht? 
Empire^ it appears that Sallee was, fo far back as the year 
l64S> eminent for its piracies and independence, and that 
it became an ofajedb of conqaeil to the mooacch of that nme^ 
He exprefles him&lf in thefe words:— > 

** Sallee is a city in the province of Fez, and derives its 
name from the river Sala, on which it is fitoatcd, near its 
influx into the Atlantic Ocean* It was a place of goo4 
commerce, till addifting itfelf entirejy.to piracy, and re« 
volting from it% allegiance to its fovereign Mvley Zidak» 
that prince, in the year 1648, difpatched an embaiTy to 
King Charles I. of England, requeuing him to fend n 
fquadron of men of war to lie before the town, while he atf> 
tacked it by land. This rcqueft being confented to, the 
oty was feon reduced, the fortifications demoliihed, and 
the leaders of the rebellion put to death. The year fol- 
lowing the Emperor fent another ambaffador to Englam]^ 
with a prefent of Barbary horfcs and three hundred Chriftian 
ilaves, accompanied wiA the following letter. I infert it as 
a fpecimen of the loftinefs of the Moorilh %le^ and bec^ilb 
it leads me to think, that Muley Zidan was a more en- 
lightened prince than moil of his predecefTors. Neither 
the addrefs,' fignature, nor reception it met with at our 
coiU-t, is expreflTed in the manufcript. It appears to be g 
modem tranflation, and is as follows. 
«' The King of Morocco's Letter to KLing Charles the 
Firft of England, 1649. Muley Zidan. 

*« WHEN thefe our letters ihall be fo happy as to conac 
tayour Majefty*s fight, I wiih the §)irit of the righteous 
Qod may fo direft your mind, ^hat you may joyfully em- 
brace 
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Having a letter of recommendation to 
Mn De Rocher, the French' cohfol-genc* 
raJ, I was ferried over the river to Rabat* 

where 

%nice the meflage I Tend. The regal power alktted to ^ 
aiakes as common fervants to our Creator, then of thofe 
people whom we govern ; fo obferving the duties we owe to 
God, we deliver bleffings to the world in providmg for the 
public good of our eftates; we magnify the honour of God, 
Hke the celefBal bodies, which, though they have much vene- * 
radon, yet ferve only to the benefit of the world. It is the 
excellency of our office to be inftruments, whereby happi- 
nefs is delivered unto the nadons. Pardon me. Sir ! This 
is not to inftru6l, for I know I fpeak to one of a more cleat 
and quick fight than myfelf ; but I fpeak this, becaufe God 
hath pleafed to grant me a happy vi£tery over fome part of 
thofe rebellious pirates, that fo long have molefted the peace* 
^Ide^rade of Europe; and hath preiented further occafion to 
root out the generation of thofe, who have been fo pernio 
dous to the good of our nadons : I mean, fince it hath pleafed 
God to be fo aufpicious in our beginnings, in the conqueil of 
bailee, that we might join and proceed in hope of like fuc« 
cefs in the war of Tunis, Algiers, and other places ; dens 
and receptacles for the inhuman villanies of thofe who abhor 
rule and government. Herein while we interrupt the cor* 
rupdon of malignant fpirits of the world, we (hall glorify 
the great God, and perform a duty that will fhine as glori* 
pus as the fun and moon, which all the earth may fee and re- 
ference : a work that (hall afcend as fweet as the perfume 
pf the moit precious odours^ in the noftrils of the Lord: a 
work whofe mcmpry fhall be reverenced fo long as there Ihall 
\^ any remaining among men : a work grateful and happy 
men who love and honour the piety and yirtue of noble 
flfind^. This a£don I here willingly prefent to you, whofe 

piety 
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i/^rhere he refides, and met with a very pa- 
Kte reception. Upon knding my baggage 
a very warm difpute arofe betwteen the n^u- 
kteer and my interpreter, concerning the 
method of packing k on the mules again^ 
for the purpofe of carrying it to the cdnful's 

l^ety and virtues equal the greatnefsof your power; that 
we, who are vicegerents to the great and mighty God, may 
fcand in hand triumph .in the glory which the adion prefents 
vato us. — Now, becaufe the iflajids which you govern, have 
been ever famous for the i»nconquered Itrength of their 
ihipping, I have fen^ this my truily fervant and ambaffador^ 
to know whether, in your princely wiiHom, you fhall think 
fit to affift me with fuch forces by Tea, as Ihall be anfwer- 
able to thofe I provide by land ; which if you pleafe to grant, 
I doubt not- but the I^ord of Hofts will prot^dt ^nd affil! 
thofe that fight in Co glorious a caufe. Nor ought you to 
think this flrange, that I, who fo much reverenced the 
peace aftd accord of nations, fhould exhort to war. Your 
great prophet, Clirift Jefus, was the lion of the tribe of 
Judah, as well as the Lord and giver of peace ; which may 
fignify unto you, that hp who Is a lover and maintainer of 
peace, muil always appear with the terror of his fword, and, 
wading through feas of blood, mud arrive at tranquillity. 
This made James your father, of glorious memory, fo happi- 
ly renowned among nations.---It was the noble fame of your 
princely virtues, which rpfounds to the utmoft corners of the 
earth, that perfuaded me to invite you to partake of tha^ 
bleffing, wherein I boall myfelf moft happy. I wifli God 
may heap the riches of his bleffings on ^u, increafe your 
happinefs with your days, and hereafter perpetuate th« 
greatnefsof yoir name in all ages.'* 

houfet 
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lioufe. Both parties appeared fo very ftrc-*- 
nuous in their caufe, that neither of theiii 
paid any attention to my interference y and 
it was at length carried to fuch excefs, that 
the muleteer ftruck my interpreter, Upoa 
feeing this/ 1 could no longer remain a filent 
fpedtator, and I have reafon to fear my 
warmth was almoft as intemperate ias that 
of the difputants. The blow was given in 
fo brutal a manner, that I could with diffi- 
culty reftrain myfelf frorii immediately re* 
turning it. It was fortunate, however, that 
I ftill pofTeffed fufficient coolnefs to refleft 
on the impropriety of fuch a proceeding, 
and I direfted one of my Moorifh foldiers 
topunifh the muleteen By means of long 
leather ftraps which he always carried about 
him, my Negro deputy performed his part 
fo well on the back of the delinquent, that 
he was foon glad to fall on his knees, and 
intreit a pardon bothirom myfelf and the 
interpreter. I was more defirous of punifh- 
ing this infult for the fake of eftablifliing 
my authority and confequence with the fol- 
diers, than from an intention of revenging 
the caufe of the Jew,, for I could not find 

out 
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^ittwhkh of thediiputants was in the wrong; 
Imt as my attendants had on two or three 
£drmer occaiions ihewn a difpoiition to be 
troublefome> and as £o glaring an indignity 
wa$ offered to the perfbn who looked up to 
me £>r protedion^ I was deterntioed to ava3 
myfdf of this opportunity of convincing 
Ifaem that it was their duty to pay me every 
attentioni 

Mr. D£ RocHERy who refides in an tx^ 
Calient houfe buiit at the experice of his 
court, and wlic^s the only European in the 
place^ has happily blended original Englifh 
iofpitaiity wfith that ^afy politenefs which 
chara^fterizcs his own nation. He gave me 
Xo prcffing an invitation to fpend another 
<ky with him, that diough anxious to make 
^n end of my journey, I could -not refift his 
4irgent felicitations. 

The town of Rabat, whofo wails en- 
clofe a large fpace^f ground, is defended on 
the fea-fide by three forts tolerably well 
finished, -which were eredled fome litfk tkne 
ago by an Englifli renegado, and fornifhed 
with guns from Gibraltar* The houies in 
^neral are good, and maoy of the inhabi- 
tants 
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lants are wealthy. The Jews, who are very 
immercws in this pl^ujc, are generally in bet A 
ter circumftances than thofe of Laracub 
or Tangier, and tk?ir women are by far 
more beautiful than at any other fown whiph 
I faw in thia empire* I ims introduced to 
ofte family in particular, where, out cff eight 
fillers, nature had been fo lavifli to them 
all, lliat I feh myfelf at a lofs to deter-* 
min^-which was the handfomeft. A com* 
bination of regular features, clearnefs of 
com|>lexion, and expeffive black eyes, .gave 
them a diftinguifhed pre-ermnence o^^r (their 
«ation in general; and their perfons, though 
tiot improved by the advantages which tibe 
Europiean kiiies derivefrom drefs, wcrelftiH 
replete with gipice and elegance. 

The caftle, which is very extenfive, con- 
tains a ftrong building, formerly ufed by the 
late emperor as his principal treafury, and a 
noble terrace, which commands an extenfive 
profped of the to\yn of Sali.ee, the ocean, 
and all the neighbouring <:ountry. Thece 
are alfo the ruins of another cattle, which 
is faid to have been built by Jacob Al*- 
MONZOR, one of. their former empecors, 

and 
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and of which at prefent very little remain* 
but its walls> containing within them fomc 
very ftrong; magazines for powder and naval 
ftores. On the outfide of thefe walls is a very, 
high and fquare tower^ handfomely built of 
cut ftone, and cajled the tower of Hassen^ 
From the workmanfhip of this tower, con- 
trafted with the other buildings, a very ac- 
curate idea may be formed how greatly the 
Moors have degenerated from their former 
fplendour and tafte for architecture. 

l^ the evening the conful introduced me 
to SiDi Mohamet Effendi, the em- 
peror's prime mimfter, who was at Rabat, 
on his way to Tangier. I found him a 
well-bred man, and he received me very 
^racioufly. After fome converfation on the 
purpofe of my journey, he dpfired I would 
feel his pulfe, and acquaint him whether or 
not he was in health. Upon afluring him 
that he was pcrfedlly well, hq expfefled( in 
ftrong terms the obligation I had conferred 
upon him by fuch agreeabl6 information ; 
and having wiihed me fuccefs in my journey 
and enterprize, we mutually took our leave. 

I availed myfelf of my delay at Rabat 
Jo get the lame mule changed, and direded 

n>y 
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my Negro foldiers to arrange our kffairs iil 
fucb a manner that we might leave the 
|)lacc early the next morningi Mr. De 
RocHjBRi in addition to the kindnefs I had 
already experienced, ordered a quantity of 
breads which at this place is remarkably 
goodj to be packed up for my ufe, as well 
as a proportionable fhare of cold meat, and 
as much wine as we could conveniently carry 
with us; This feafonable fupply lafted me 
three daysj and gave me time to recover in 
jfome degree my former reliih for fowls and 

Though I muft acknowledge that the 
attention and comforts which I experienced 
'during my ffiort flay at Rabat proved a 
great relief^ after the inconveniences I had 
Undergone in travelliujg thither, yet on the 
whole, i perhaps fuifefed more from the 
idea of having fimilar inconvenienfces to 
• thofe I had already experienced ftill to en- 
fcouriter, witliout a profpedt of a fimilar alle-*- 
viation^ than if I had continued the whole 
jburriey in an uninterrupted flatfci Tlife 
coniideratlon that I was to pafs day after 
day through a country where there is little 

F td 
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to amufe the eye; tHat I had no companion 
with whom I could converfe, or to whopi^ 
I could communicate my fentimcnts; and 
that I was to travel the whole day ait the 
tedious pace of thrce miles an hour, and at 
a feafdn of the year when the coldnefs of 
the mornings iand evenings were a very in- 
different preparation for the heats which, 
fucceeded in the middle of the day, al- 
together prefled fo ftrongly upon my mind, 
that I muft confefs I could not help expe- 
riencing a confiderable dejedtion of fpirit$ 
at the idea of leaving Rabat *. 

• The Abbe Poiret's remarks on travelling in, Barbara 
are fo appofite and fo jnft, that I truft I (hall be excufed;for 
introducing a quotation from that author.— In one of his let- 
ters he fays, " I have never known fb weH how to appre- 
tiate the advantaged of living in a pplifhed nation, as fince 
I ^ave refided among a barbarous people* Never has the 
convenience of our highways ftruck me fo muth, as when, 
I haye been obliged to travel through thick woods and deep 
marihes. . How much would a peregrination of eight days/ 
in the manner I have travelled for fome time paft, change 
the ideas of thofe delicate Europeans, who are continu^y 
complaining of bad inns, and of the fatigues they cndufe 
in their journeys I In this country there are neither inns, poft- 
chaifes, nor obliging and attentive landlords.. One muft not 
cxpeil to find here broad highways, beaten and Ihady paths, 
or place§ for repofmg and refrefhbg one's-felf ; too happy, if, 

at 
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In confeqttcnce of the indolence of my 
Attendants, my baggage was not completely 
packed up on the 8 th till between ten and. 
eleven in the morning, when I left the hof- 
pitable roof of Mr. De Rocher> and pro- 

at the end of a fadguing journey, one c^n meet with a fmall 
hut, or a wretched couch ! But this is ieldom to be cx- 
peded," 

Again> in anbther letter^ " How often muft you depart in 
the morning, without knowing where you will arrive in th'e 
evening I liow often, lofing yourfelf in thefe deferts, muft yoii 
feareh out your way amidft thorny brakes, thick foreftsi and 
ileep rocks ; fometimes Hopped by a river Which you muft 
wade thrpugh, by a kke which you muft walk round, or by 
a marfh which yoii cannot crofs without danger ! fometimes 
fcorched by the fun, or drenched by the rain, and at odiers 
dying with thirft, without being able to find the fmalleft 
fpring to quench it ! If you carry no provifions with you, 
it will be impoflible for you to take any r^frelhment before 
night. This is the only time at which the Moors make a re- 
gular repail^ or can offer aity fbod to a ftranger. But when 
night arrives, that period of repofe for the traveller in Europe, 
it is not fb fbr the African traveller. He muft then choofe out 
a dry ^fituotion, and w«ll fheltercd> to ereft his tent ; lie muft 
unfaddle-his horfes, unload his mulesj cut wood, light fiires, 
and take every precaution that prudence didlates, to defend 
himfelf againft ferocious animals and robbers. It is fafeft to 
encamp not far from the. tents of the Arabs, when one can 
find them. They furnifh many fnccours when tliey are trac- 
table, and they are always fo when they fee one with a fufH- 
cient guard.*— See a tranflation of the Abbe Poiret's travels 
through Barbary, Letter the 8th. 

F 2 ceeded 
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ceeded on my journey for Dar Beyda^ 
the next to\yn which ofFertd itfelf on my 
way to MoGODORE* 

With all the inconveniences which I had 
hitherto experienced, I had reafon to think 
myfelf very fortunate in having fuch fine 
weather ; for this was the feafon when the 
heavy rains ufually come on, and when a 
fhower of half an hour's continuance 
would wet more than the rain of a whole^ 
day in England. Dry weather had accom- 
panied us the whole of the road from 
Tangier to Rabat, and the heat from 
the hours of eleven to three was violent % 
but, as I have jufl: before obferved, previ- 
ous to, and after thofe hours, the air was un- 
commonly cool. As an alleviation to the 
great heat, we foupd the water-melons and 
pomegranates between Rabat and Mo- 
godore of a moft delicious flavour, and 
of particular ufe in allaying the exceffive 
thirll, and removing the fatigue w^e expe- 
rienced from the journey. Thefe fruits 
grow common in the open ground, and we 
only paid two blanquils, ot three-pence 
Englifh a-piece, for water-melons, which' 
! were 
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were fufficicntly large to ferve half a dozen 
people. I could not help obferving how 
provident nature has been, in granting in 
fiich plenty, fruits fo well calculated for 
the natives of warm climates. Indeed, 
many of the poor in this country have 
fcarcely any other provifions than fruit and 
bread* 

At the time of our departure the appear- 
ance in the atmofphere promifed us a con- 
tinuance of the fame fine weather we had 
hitherto experienced; ;and it continued fo 
till we had pafled three fmail ftreams, 
which the Moors name the Hit cum b, 
Sherrat, and Bornica. Thefe, after 
the heavy rains have fallen, fwell out into 
deep and rapid rivers, and are frequently 
rendered totally impaflable, except in boats 
or on rafts. About five in the evening, 
however, very heavy and black clouds be- 
gan to aflemble, and very fliortly after fol- 
lowed a moft fevere ftorm. It was a dread- 
ful union of wind, hail, rain, thunder, and 
lightning* From darknefs approaching 
faft upon us, we became very anxious to 
$nd out 4 place of fafety where we might 
F 3 pitch 
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pitch our tent, a»d for that purpofe spurred 
pur beafts'j bat no excitement from the ^ 
fpur or whip could induce them to face ^tho 
ftorm, and we were obliged to wait a 5fuU 
hour in a ftate of ina6tivity, till its violence 
was over. We then pufhcd on till we ar- 
rived at a couple of Arab tents, pitched in 
an open country : bad as this fituation vsras, 
we however rejoiced in being able to fix 
our. tent for the night, even in this unfo-? 
ciablefpot^ 

On the 9th of Qdtober, it having r^ine4 
the whole night, we were detained till be*^ 
tween ten and eleven in the morning in 
drying the terit, which, from its being quite 
wet, was bepome too heavy for the mules to 
parry with the other baggage ; we then purr 
fued our journey, and ^t twelve arrived at 
the ruins of MENS09RIA. There was 
formerly a caftle on this fpot, which frona 
the extent of its walls, and a fquare tower 
which form the whole of the ruins, appears 
to have heen a very large building* My 
foldiers informed me, that it had been the 
refidence of a prince who was inoppofition 
to his foyereign, and who v\^as .obliged to 

/defer? 
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dldieirtit* The boilding was (kftroyed by 
thJe then i-eigning emperor, and* the inter- 
mediate ground is now inhabited by a few 
Negroesi living in* (mdM hut&, who were 
banifhed thither for having oh fome occa- 
fion incurred the difpleafure of the em- 
peror. In an arbitrary .country, where 
the poffeffion of the throne depends more 
on the will of the foldiers than on the 
rights of fucceffion, the defpot -confiders 
that caftles may prove rather places of fe- 
curity for his opponents, than of any great 
utility to himfelf; he therefore either fuf- 
fers them to decay, or deftroys them en- 
tirely, according to the didates of his ca- 
price. Indeed every town through which 
I paflfed in .the empire affords ftr^king 
marks of the truth of this aflertion. 

Soon after our leaving Mensooria we 
came up to Fad ALA, having forded in bur 
way the river Infefic. • Fadala, whilft 
its ruins exift, will be a lafting monu- 
ment of SiDi Mauqmet's caprice. It 
confifts of .the ihell oF a town, began by 
him in the ^rly part of his reign, but ne-r 
Ver finiflied, It is enclofed within a fquare 
F 4 wall. 
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wait, and is fiiniHhed with a mofqiie (tibe 
only baildiqg th^t was pompleated) for the 
i)fe of the inhabitants, who, like thofe of 
MENS00R14, live in huts in the iotenne* 
diate ground. To the right of Fapala 
we obfcrved a (iaall but appvently neat 
pakce, which my attendants informed me 
was built by the late emperor for his occ^a- 
fional ufe, when bufipefs led bin) to travel 
that way. 

The temainder of our journey to Dar 
Beyda, where we arrived about fix in the 
evening, afforded nothing remarkable, exr 
cepting that we failed over a double bridge, 
.which is the only pipce pf arphiteduce of 
the kind that I faw in the country. It is 
the wqrk of Siqi Mahomet, and is built 
of ftone. The country between Rabat 
and Dar Beyda, a diftancc of about 
forty- four miles, is one continuation Qf 
barrennefs an^} rock. 

Dar Beyda is a fmall fea-port of very 
little importance; it pofleffes^ however, a 
lj>ay which admits yeflcls of pretty confide- 
rable burthen to anchor in it with tolera- 
ble fafcty, except when t^ie yeind blows? 

har^ 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, tfc. 73 

liard at north^weft, and then they are Ik-? 
blc to be driven on fhoFe. Upon my ar- 
livaly I was immediately introduced to the 
governor, who was then in the audience- 
chamber, attending to the complaints of 
the inhabitants. After offering me his fer-r 
vices, and begging my acceptance of a few 
fowls, he foon left us in the poffeflion of 
the room, where we flept that night. 

On the loth of Odober we departed 
for AzAMORE, about fifty-fix miles dif- 
tant, between feven and eight in the morn- 
ing ; and after a journey of two days came 
up to the MoRBEYA, at the mouth and 
Ibuthern fide of which is fituated Aza- 
MORE. The river is fo wide and deep 
here, that it is neceflary to be ferried over, 
and a large boat is continually employed 
for that purpofe. 

We had no fopner got all our baggage, 
our mules, and ourfelves into the boat, and 
were ready to row ofi^, than a mofl: violent 
difputc arofe between my Negro foldiers 
and the ferry-men. As it was no new cir* 
cumftance to me to be a witnefs to thefc 
altercations, I remained very quietly jn 

^he 
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the boat till I obferyed that pne of tihe 
ferry-omen was putting every thing on flioce 
again, whilft another was collariag ooe of 
the foldiers. In fad:, matters were pro- 
ceeding to fuch extremities, that I thought 
it was full time to interfere. 

Upon enquiry, I was infprmed that the 
proprietor of the ferry farmed the river 
from the emperor, and that in confequence 
of it he was allowed all the perquifites of 
the ferry ^ that my foldiers infifted that as 
I was in the emperor's fervice, it was the 
duty of the people to ferry me, my bag- 
gage, &c. over the river, without receiving 
^ny reward for their trouble. Which of 
the two were in the right J coqld not pre- 
tend to determine ; but I was very glad to 
end the difpute, by paying the ufual de- 
niand, After a few curfes pn both fides, 
the baggage and mules were replaced in 
the boat, and we were ferrie4 over to 

AzAMpRE, 

In a country where arts ftnd fcienoes are 
totally negledted, and where the hand qf 
defpotifm has deftroyed public fpirit, and 
deprcfled all private exertion, it is obvious* 

" thai 
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that coniiderahle trafts muft occur wliich 
are .produdive of nothing deferving of no- 
tice. This was precifcly the cafe in my 
journey from Dar Be yd a to Azamore, 
which prefented to our view one continued 
ichain of rocks and barrennefs, unpleafant 
fHid fatiguing roads, without any one object 
to vary tiie fcene, or to intereft curiofity. 

Azamore is a fea-port town on the 
Adantic ocean, fituated at the mouth of the 
MoRBEYA; and though a large place, is 
neither ornamented with public buildings, 
|ior has any thing remarkable in its hiftory 
0r iituation. 

In compliance with the particular requeft 
of one of my foldiers, whofe near relations 
refide at Azamore, I continued here the 
remainder of the day, and was lodged in a 
room of a Moorifh houfe, which was fe- 
eluded from the family. Soon after my 
larrival I was vifited by a Jew in an Euro- 
pean drefs, who had formerly lived with 
one of the Englifh confuls, ^nd who fpoke 
the Englifh language with tolerable flu- 
jMicy. He took me to -his houfe, and 
there received me with great hofpitality, 

infifling 
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infifting on my dining with him, and mak« 
ing ufc of his houfe as my own. After 
dinner he (hewed me the different parts of 
the town ; and in the courfe of our convcr- 
fetion requefted me to be particularly cau-» 
tious how I conduced myfelf with the 
prince whom I was going to attend; ob-* 
fer,ving, that the Moors were extremely 
fickle, and their condudt governed merely 
by the caprice of the momenta To enforce 
thi? caution he related to me a ftory, from 
which I learned that an European furgeon 
had, at fome former period, attended a 
prince of Morocco, who, neglefting his ad- 
vic^when under his care, had increafed his 
mala^j that this circumftance fo alarmed 
the prince that he fent for the furgeon, 
and upJ3n his appearance produced a piftpU 
The )infortunate man, alarmed and dif- 
treffed by fuch un. worthy treatment, hailily 
withdrew, and in a fhort time.puj an en . 
to his exiftence. 

On the 13th of October, having taken 
leave of my Jewifli acquaintance, and piy 
foldiers of their friends, we fet oiF at eight 
in the morning for the town of Saffu 

where 
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where we arrived on the evening of the 
15th, after a journey of about fifty-feven 
miles. The country we paffed through 
was rocky and barren, producing fcarcely a 
tree, or indeed any verdure whatever^ 

Soon after leaving Azamore, the town 
of Mazagan prefented itfelf to our view 
to the right. This place was taken a 
few years fince by Sidi Mahomet from 
the Portugueze ; a conqueft of which his 
Moorifh majefty made a very pompous 
boaft, though it is well known that the 
Portugueze, from the great inconvenience 
and expence of keeping up the garrifon, 
without deriving any material advantage 
from it, had come to a refolution to evacu- 
ate it befoire the emperor's attack, and for 
that purpofe liad actually began to embark 
their goods and property. As, however, 
the emperor was determined to exhibit 
fome fpecimen of his military prowefs and 
addrefs, this circumftance did not deter 
him from commencing a regular liege. A 
magazine for military (lores (which may 
be feen from the road) was raifed with the 
utmoft expedition, and the attack was car-^ 

ried 
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tied on with all the vigour and ability 
which his Moorifh majcfty was capable 
of exerting* The Portugueze defended the 
town no longer than was neceflkry to allow 
time to carry away their effefts and valu-« 
ables; it was then furrcnderedi or more 
jf^roperly, abandoned, to the Moors. 

On the day of our arrival at &AFTi we 
pafled by the ruins o£ a towp, whicfl wad 
once large and confiderable* It was built 
by a fbrmer emperor, named Mart; Y Ocom 
MoMsoR, and is now called by the name of 
Dyn Medina RABiteA. Its only remains 
at prefent are remarkably thick and ex- 
tenfive walls, which inclofc gardens and 
huts, inhabited by difbandcd Negro fol- 
dicrs* 

SAFFt is ^ fea-port town, fituated at the 
-"bottom of a fteep and high mountain. It 
is a fmall place, and is only remarkable for 
a neat palace, which is the occalional refi* 
dence of the emperor's fons, and a fmall 
fort at a little diftance to the north of the 
town. Its vicinity is a mixture* of moun-^ 
tains and woods, which gives it a wild and 
truly romantic appearance. Saffi carried 

on 
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on a eonfiderablc commerce with Europe, 
before Si Di Mahomet obliged the Euro- 
pean merchants to rcfide at Moo OD ore. 
It affords a fefe road for fhipping, except 
when the wind blows hard at Weft, and 
then they are fubjedt to be driven oA 
fliore. 

During my residence In this town I took 
up my quarters at a Jewilh houfe, and was 
Vifited by two Moors who had been in Lon- 
don, and could fpeak a little of the Englifli 
language. Among other marks of atten- 
tion,' they contrived to procure, unknown 
to hie, a chair and a fmall table, articles 
which I had not feen fince I left Tan-, 
6IER, except at the French conful's houfe> 
as the Mail's never make ufe of either. 

At eight in the morning of the i6th we 
fetofFfor MoGODORE, a journey of about \ 
fixty miles, which we performed in two 
days. 

Soon after leaving Saffi we paflcd over 
a very high and dangerous mountain. Tbtf . 
rocky, fteep, and rugged path, which was 
only broad enough to allow one mule to pafs 
at a time^ and the perpendicular precipices 
I which 
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which huiig over the fea, filled our pind^i 
with a fcnfe of terror arid awe, which no 
pen can defcribe* Our mules^ however^ 
accuftomed to this mode of travelling, car- 
ried us with the moft perfcft fafety over parts! 
where, with European horfes, we fliouH 
probably have been dafhed to pieces. 

From this mountain we in a fhort time 
entered a foreft of dwarf oaks, which is 
about fix miles in length, and the fouthern 
extremity of which reaches to the river 
Tans IF. This is avery brcfeid river, which 
after the heavy rains have fallen, or when 
fwelled by the tide> is always pafled upoa 
rafts; Thofe difficulties not prcfentiing 
themfelveS to us now, we forded the river 
iyith. great eafe^ and on, appipaching itd 
jfoiithern fide, obferved in the midft of at 
thick foreft a lar^e fquare caftle, which my 
ibldiers informed me was built by Muley 
IsHMAEL, who is immoftalized by the peri 
pf Mr. Addifon, in one of the numbers of 
the Freeholder. SiJ>i Mahomet negledted 
it, «ind it is now falling to ruin. The breadth 
and windings ^ of the Tansif, its high arid 
woody banks, and the caftle juft difco- 
8 ' Verabio 
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Verable through the trees, afforded altoge- 
ther a fcene, which though fomewhat 
gloomy, yet was truly romantic and pidu- 
refque. 

The direftions which I had received 
from Mr. Matra were, to continue at Mo- 
CODORE, till the return of a meifenger, who 
was to be difpatched thence to Taru- 
OANT, informing the prince^ of my ar- 
rival • 

The very hofpitable treatment I experi- 
enced from Mr, Hutchifon, Britifh vice- 
conful at MoGODORE, during my ftay at his 
houfe, with the fympathifing letters and 
friendly advice with which he afterwards 
favoured me, whilft under the many embar- 
raffmentsandinconveniencies which I under- 
went at Morocco, have made the moft for- 
cible impreflion on my memory; and I (hould 
feel utterly diffatisfied with myfelf if I 
omitted thus publicly to acknowledge my 
gratitude to that gentleman. 

Before I proceed todefcribe Mogodore,^ 
it may not be improper to take a fhort re- 
view <f{ the general appearance of the coun- 
G try 
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try through which I pafled in my journey 
froni Tangier. 

The firft part of ..the JDurney> as far as 
Larache, prefented to us, as I before 
obferved, a rocky, ipountainous, and barren 
country, and, if we except the foreft of 
Rabe a Clow, but few trees or fhrubs. 
From Larache to Sallee the eye was 
agreeably relieved by the variety of objefts 
which qfifered themfelves to its view. The 
evennefs of the ground, the numerous lakes, 
and the verdure which furrounded them, 
indicated fully the fertility of the foif, and 
thefe, joined to the interfered clumps of 
trees, would lead the contemplative mind to 
conceive that nature had intended this fpot 
for the refidence of a mpre civilized people 
than its pref^nt inhabitants. From Sallee 
to Mqgopore> and thence to Santa 
Cruz, we again meet with the fame bar- 
ren, mountainous, and rocky country, which 
prefented itfelf at the firft part of the 
journey. 

Though I occafionally met with forefts 
of fmall trees, fuch as the arga, the dwarf 
oak, the palm-tree, &c. yet the country 

produces? 
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jproduces no ufeful timber whatever. The 
Moors are therefore obliged to import that 
article from Europe; and it- may be on this 
account that the emperor pofTelTes fo few 
Veffels, and is obliged to fend thofe to^ be 
jrepaired in foreign ports. As vegetation 
idoes not take place in this climate till fome 
tkne after the heavy rains have fallen, I had 
not an opportunity df obferving in this 
journey what plants were peculiar to the 
climate; The variety which diftinguifhes 
the more improved countries of Europe, and 
particularly England> probably arifes as much 
from the land being diftributed into enclo- 
fures, as from local fituatioui This advan- 
tage the Empire of Morocco does not en- 
joy ; fince, excepting in the immediate vici- 
nity of towns, no divifions of land are to be 
obferved; the Arabs indifcriminately chuf- 
ing pieces of ground, without fences, for 
the purposes of agriculture, which, as I be- 
fore noticed, they change as occafion re- 
quires* The famenefs of fcene which ari- 
fes from this circumftance, is in fome de- 
gree lelTened by the numerous fancluaries 
which are diffufsd over the whole country ; 
G 2 but 
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but otherways thefe chapels prove trouble* 
fome to an European traveller^ fince the 
Moors, upon pafling them, always ftop acoh- 
fiderable time to pay their devotions to the 
remains of the faints who are buried there. 
There is likewife a cuftom in this country, 
which is alfo prevalent in Portugal, of con- 
fecrating the fpot on which any perfon has 
been murdered, by heaping a large proportion 
of ftones on the place, where it is ufual for 
thofe who pafs that way to add another ftone 
to the number, and to recite a fhort prayer 
adapted to the occafion. 

All the tov/ns through which I pafled in 
my way hither, were furrounded with high 
walls of Tabby, flanked with fquare forts, 
generally without any artillery, and having 
caftles, which feemed to be in a very ruinous 
ftate, fituated upon the moft eminent fpot, 
for their defence or attack. The houfes, 
from having no windows and but very few 
doors, had more the appearance of dead 
walls than inhabited places; and their ftreets 
were univerfally narrow, filthy to a degree, 
irregular, and badly paved. With all thefe 
inconveniencies, the inhabitants enjoy an 

advantage 
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advantage of which many of the more civIt 
lized capitals of Europe cannot boaft, I mean 
that of a good police • The ftreets are To 
well watched at night, that robberies or even 
houfebreaking are but feldom heard of; and 
the general quietnefs which reigns through 
their towns after the gates are fhut, is a 
cpnvincing. proof of the attention of their 
patroles to their duty. Their detection, and 
fpeedy bringing to juftice the criminals, 
likewife deferves our attention. From hav- 
ing no public houfes or other places to har- 
bour thieves, and from no perfon being per- 
mitted to quit the country without leave, 
it is utterly impoffible for a culprit to efcape 
the hand of juftice, except by taking re- 
fuge in a fandnary, by which he banifhe$ 
himfelf for ever from fociety. On the other 
hand, the vigilance of the governors and 
other officers of juftice is fo great, and con- 
duced with (o much addrefs, that iinlefs the 
means of fafety which his religion points 
out are quickly adopted, the criminal in' a 
very fhort time is detefted, and as quickly 
punifhed. 

According to the opinion of fome travel- 
lers, iriuch danger is to be apprehended m 
G 3 traverfing 
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traversing this country, from the attacks of 
wild beafts ; but it is only jufticc to obferve, 
that during the whole of my progrefs toi 
MoGODORE, and indeed I m^y add after-, 
wards in pafEng over the Atlas-, I met 
with no obftrudtion or moleftation whatever 
from thefe animals ; and I was alfo informed, 
that a circumftance of the kind was very 
rarely known to have happened. The fa<ft 
is, the wild animals confine themfelves prin- 
cipally to the interior parts of the country, 
and to thofe retreats in the mountains whicl\ 
are beyond the track of men. 

MoGoboRE, fo named by Europeans, and 
SuERA by the Moors, is a large, uniform, 
and well-built town, fituated about three 
hundred and fifty miles from Tangier, on 
the Atlantic ocean, and furrounded on the 
land fide by dj^ep and heavy fands. It was 
raifed under the aufpices of Sidi Maho- 
met, who upon his acceflion to the throne 
ordered all the European merchants who 
were fettled in his dominions to refide at 
Mogodore, where, by lowering the duties, 
he promifed to afford every encouragement 
to commerce. The Europeans, thus obliged 
to defert their former cftablifliments, confi- 

dering 
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dering this iirft ftep of the emperor to be a 
mark of his attachment to trade and com- 
merce, and having refided long in the coun- 
try without any better views at home, uni- 
verfally fettled at Mogodorb, where they 
erefted houfcs, and other conveniencies for 
tfhe purpofes of trade. The hopes, however, 
with which they had changed their fituatioh, 
were confiderably fruftrated by the perfidy 
of the emperor, who indeed fulfilled his 
proniife, till he obferved the merchants fo 
fixed as not to be likely to remove ; but he 
then began to increafe the duties, aijd by that 
means to damp the fpirit of commerce which 
he had promifed to promote. His caprice, 
however, or, what had ftill mpre influence, 
valuable prefents^ induced him at times to 
j-elax thefe feverities. In confequence of 
this circumftance the duties have been fo 
frequently varied, that it it utterly impof- 
fiblc for me to ftate, with any degree of 
certainty, the ufual burthens laid upon arti- 
iples of commerce in this port. 

The faftory zi Mogodore confifls of 

about a dozen mercantile houfes of diflferent 

Rations, whofc owners, from the protedion 

G 4 • granted 
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granted them by the emperor, live in foil 
fecurity from the Moors, whom indeed they 
keep at a rigid diftance. They export to 
America, mules. To Europe, Morocco 
leather^ hides, gum arabic, gum fandaric, 
oftriqh feathers, copper, wax, wool, ele- 
phants' teeth, fine mats, beautiful carpeting,, 
dates, figs, raifins, olives, almonds, oil, 6cc. 
In return they import timber, artillery of 
all kinds, gunpowder, woollen cloths, li- 
nens, lead> iron in bars, all kinds of hard- 
ware and tripkets, fuch as looking-glaffes, 
fnufF-boxes, watches, fmall knives, &c. tea, 
fugar, fpices, and moft of the ufeful articles 
which are not otherwife to be procured in 
this empire. 

Befidcs the commerce carried on between 
this empire and Europe, the Moor« have 
alfo a trade with Guinea, Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, Grand Cairo, and Mecca, by 
means of their caravans, of which I foon 
ihall have occaiion tp fpeak more particu- 
larly. 

MoGODORE is regularly fortified on the 
fea fide ; and on the land, batteries are fo 
placed as to prevent any incurfion from the 
Southern. Arabs, who are of a turbulent 

difpofition. 
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difpofition, and who, from the greiait wealtl^ 
which is known to be ahvays in Mogodore^i 
would gladly avail themfelves of any oppor- 
tunity that oiFered to pillage the town. 
The entrance, both by fea and land, con- 
fifts of elegant ftone arch-ways, with double 
gates. The market-place is handfomely 
built, with, piaz;5as of the fame materials, 
^nd at the water port there is a cuilom-houfe 
and powder magazine, both of which are 
neat ftone buildings, Befide thefe public 
edifices, the emperor has a fmall but hand- 
fome palace for his occafional refidence. 
The ftreets of the town, though very ngir- 
.'3BDW, are all in ftrait lines, and the houfes, 
contrary to what we meet with in the 
other towns of the empire, are lofty and 
regular. The bay, which is little better 
than a road, and is very much expofed when 
the wind is at North- Weft, is formed by a 
^urve in the land, and a fmall ifland about 
^ quarter of a mile from the fliore. Its en- 
trance is defended by a fort well mounted 
with guns. 
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C H A P. IV- 

0en€ral View of the Empire, of IV^oROCCo. 
r-- Situation and Climate. — Provinces. — 
Soil. — Wonderful Fertility. -r-Sea Ports. 
^^Natural ProdluSlion^. — Mines.-X^Ani'- 
mals. — * Occafiorial Famines. — Famine iti 
1778. — J^^anufaButes. — Buildings. -^. 
Roads. -^Population.'-^IniroduSiion ofNe-- 

• |fn?f^.— -MuLEY IsHMAEL— ^^ PoUcy. 
SiDi MA-RcmzT.-— General Oppreffion ^f 
the People.-^Mer chants^ 

AS I had a better opportunity of being 
informed of the ftate of the country, 
aiul its produftions, from the European 
merchants at Mogodore, than occurred 
at any fubfequent period during my tour, 
I fliall now avail myfelf of that information ; 
and to this I feel myfelf induced by a fur- 
ther motive, namely, that it will enable 
the reader to perufe with more fatisfadlion 
and advantage the fucceeding pages of this 
Narrative. 

8 . The. 
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The empire of Morocco is fituated be-; 
tween the 29th and 36th degree of North 
latitude. It ^s abouf five hundried and 
fifty miles in length from North to South, 
and about two hundred in breadth* It is 
bounded to the North by the Straits of 
Gibraltar and the Mediterranean fea 5 
to the Eaft, by the kingdoms of Treme-t 
CEN apd SuGULMUSSA^ to the South, by 
the river Suz, and the country to the South 
of Tafileti and to the Weft, by the 
Atlantic ocpan, Th§ empire is formed of 
ieveral provinces and nominal kingdoms, 
which, as in moft countries, before their 
union were diftind: and petty fovereignties. 

The climate, though in the Southern 
provinces very hot in the months of June, 
July, and Auguft, yet is in general friendly 
to the conftitutions of its inhabitants, as 
well as to thofe of Europeans, To the' 
North the climate is nearly the fame as 
that of Spain and Portugal, with the au- 
tumnal and vernal rains peculiar to thofe 
countries ; but to the Southward, the rains 
are lefs general and certain, and of courfc 
the heat is more exceffive. 

Moil 
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Moft of the towns which Europeans 
arc allowed to enter, being fca-ports, have 
the advantage of b^ing frequently refreflued 
with fea breezes; and Mogodore, though 
fo far to the Southward, from being fubje<5t 
in the fummer feafon to have the wind re- 
gularly at North Weft, is quite as cool as the 
xnore temperate climates of Europe. Mo- 
jiocco. ajid Tar UD ANT are inland, and 
therefore, though nearly in the fame degree 
of latitude as Mogodore, are much hotter ; 
their gre^t heats, however, are confiderably 
leflened by their vicinity to the Atla5, th^, 
higher parts pf which are the who^e year 
covered with fnow, and often favour thena 
with CQpl ^nd r^frefhing breezes. 

The^ fpU of the empire of Morocco is 
naturally very fertile* and, with proper cul- 
tivation and attention i^ capable of pro- 
ducing all the luxuries of- the Eaftern and 
Weftern worlds. It npiuft, however, hp 
confeffed, that on fome pjs^ts of the fea- 
coaft, particularly where it is mountainous, 
like every other country under fimilar cir- 
cumftances, the foil is fandy and barren; 
but wherever there is the leaft appearance^^ 
of a plain, fuch as that between Lar ache 

and 
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)swid Mamora, and in the neighbourhood 
of Morocco and Tarudant, the foil is 
black and rich. Indeed I am informed from 
the beft authority, that at Tafilet, and 
throughout moft of the interior parts of 
the empire, its fertility is beyond imagi- 
nation. 

From the flight cultivation it at prefent 
receives, which is merely the burning o^ 
the ftubble before the autumnal rains come 
on, and ploughing it about fix inches deep, 
the earth produces, at a very early feafoh, 
.excellent wheat and barley, though no oats, 
Indian corn, alderoy, beans, peafe, hemp, 
and flax ; oranges, lemons, citrons, pome*- 
granates, melons, water-melons, olives, figs, 
almonds, grapes, dates, apples, pears, cher- 
ries, plumbs, and in fadl all the fruits to 
be found in the Southern province? of Spain 
and Portugal. The people here preferve 
their grain in mat amores, holes niade in 
the earth, lined and covered with ftraw, on 
which earth is placed in a pyramidal form, 
to prevent the rain from foaking in. In 
thefe (lores corn has been kept five or fix 
•years, without undergoing any very material 
change. 

As 
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As little encouragement, however, is ex^ 
tended to induftry in this country, many oF 
Acir fruits which require attention, par- 
ticularly their grapes, apjiles, pears, plumbSi 
&c. do not arrive at that perfedlion to 
Which they are brought in Europe. Couldi 
indeedj a proper fpirit for agriculture and 
foreign coitamerce be introduced in the 
dountry, or, in other words, could the fove- 
tcign be perfuaded, that by fuffering hi^ 
fubjedts to be enriched he would improve 
his owii treafury, this empire, from its 
convenient fituatidn with refpeft to Europe^ 
land from the natural luxuriance and fertility 
of its foil, might, become of the highefi 
political and commercial importance- Th6 
only material impediment to commerce is 
the inconvenience and infecurity of thd 
ports*. I am well informed^ however, that 
at Valedia there is a bafon formed by 
nature> capable of containing with fafety 
any number of fhipping; and the other 
ports might mbft probably be improved i 

It is melancholy, in traverfing the itn-*' 
menfe tradt of fo fine a country^ to obferve 
/b much land lying wafte and uncultivated, 
which by a very little attention would be 

capable 
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tapable of producing an inexhauftible trea- 
furc to its inhabitants. From this repre- 
fcntatiori it wduld fcafcely be fuppofed 
cffidiblei that Spain^ which is alib a fiiid 
country^ and a civilized nation^ ihoald be 
obliged to remit to the emperor very large 
prefents of money, to induce him to allovir 
his fubjet^ts to export corn» as well as moil: 
other kinds of provifions^ and fruits, from 
Tangier and Tetu^n. Indeed the 
Southern provinces of Spain can hardly exift 
without this fupply. To what arc we to 
attribute this circumftance ? Is it that 
Morocco is &> much more fertile thaa 
Spain, that it produces a redundance with 
fcarcely any cultivation; or is the indolence 
of the Spaniards Superior to that of the 
Moors themfelves ? 

The Jews in moft of the towns of the 
empire make wines but, either owing to 
the grapes not being in fuch perfeftion as 
thofe of Europe, or to an improper mode 
of preparing it, its flavour proves but very 
indiiFerent. They alfo diftil a fpecies of 
brandy from figs and raifins, well knovm 
in that country by the name of aquadent* 
This liquor has a difegreeable tafte, but in 
> point 
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point of ftrcngth is little inferior to ipiritg 
of wine. It is drank without dilution very 
freely by the Jews on all their feafts or 
days of rejoicing, and there are very few 
of the Moors who are difpofed to forego 
any private opportunity of taking their 
^re of it alfov 

The Moors cultivate tobacco ; thei^e is i 
fpecies of it near Meqxjinez, which affords 
fnufF, the flavour of which is very little 
inferior to Maccaba* In my progrefs 
through the country I have noticed foreils 
of oak trees of a dwarf kind, which bear 
acorns of remarkable fize and fweet taftci 
To the Southward we meet with the palm 
or date tree, the arga, bearing a nut of the 
almond fpecies, with the olive, from both 
of which the inhabitants extrad: great quan- 
tities of oil, which conftitutes a confiderable 
part of their exports to foreign countries4 
There is alfo an infinite variety of fhrubs 
and plants, fuch as the prickly pear, the 
aloe, &;c. all in fhort that are to be found 
in Spain and Portugal, Cotton, wax, ho^ 
ney, fait, tranfparent gum, and gum fanda-» 
rac, are all produd:ion8 of this empire* 

In the monntains of Atlas there arc 
numerous iroa mines; but as the Moors do 

not 
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tiot uridcrftand' thcT mode of wofking kon, 
thofe rfii? jiei^ proye of no ufe to them^ and 
they irc therefore obliged to procure that 
artick from Europe. The neighi>ourhood 
of Tj\RuD'Ant produces mines of copt- 
po?; and the Moors aflcrt, that/ in the 
Atlas, th^re a:re alfo fome of gold and 
filwr, which the emperor will not allow to 
be touched. But I am incKnied to imagiae 
that if the aflertion had any foundation ia 
truth, the Brebe^^ vvho inhabit thefe n^oun- 
tains^and who are mere nominal fubjefts, 
aiid pay but little refpedt to the ^overnmenc 
o£MoRQCco, would long before this time 
have difcovered'th^. It is, however, pro-^ 
bable that this.vaft chain of mountain^ 
may.xoi>tain productions which might be 
coftvTCffted to very valuable purpofes; but, 
owing to a want of emulation on the part 
ftf the inhabitant's, and Europeans not be- 
ing allowed to attempt any new difcoveries, 
a kiiowlcdge of them is not to be at- 
tained. 

The domeilfc animals of Morocco ar? 
ffMch «he iame as thofe of Europe, except- 
ing, tbe camel, whkh is the mofl: ufeful 
tfHiilifii^ itf this quarter of the globe, both 

H on 
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on account of the great fatigue which it k 
capable of undergoing, and the little fub- 
fiftence it requires. C^ncls are ^nplpjned 
here for all the purpofes of agriculture and 
commerce, and are very numerous. It has 
been afTerted that dromedaries are indige** 
nous to this country; but in the courie of 
my whole tour I could hear of none, ex- 
cept thofe which are in the poiTeflkm of 
the emperor ; and he, as I difcovered, pro- 
cures them from the coaft of Guinea. 
Thefe are the fleeteft animals for travelling 
that are known, and are only ufed by the 
emperor upon urgent occaiions. I wa» in- 
formed that their pace is fometimes fb ex- 
ceedingly fwift, that their riders are obliged 
to tie a faih round their waifts to preierve 
the power of refpiration, and cover the 
whole of the face except the eyes, to pre- 
vent their fuiFering from the ftrong cuncnt 
of air occafioned by the rapid motion, of 
the animal. It is computed that, in an ordi- 
nary way, a dromedary will perform a journey 
of five hundred miles in four days. 

The oxen and (heep of this country arc 
fmall; but their fiefh is well flavoured. 
The hides of the former, and the wool of 

the 
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the latter, are both articles of exportation. 
The flieep with large tails, diftinguifhed in 
England by the name of Barbary fheep, are 
here very fcarce, and are more indigenous 
to the Eaftem parts of Barbary. The 
hories, for want of attention in keeping up 
the breed, are much lefs valuable than they 
. formerly were ; there are ftill however fome 
few that are good in the country, and thofc 
arc generally ftrong, and have great fpirit. 
The mules are numerous and ufeful, though 
I do not think them equal to thoCi of 
Spain^either in fize or beauty* 

Fowls and pigeons are remarkably plen-* 
tiful and good in the empire of Morocco j 
but ducks are fcarce, and geef? and turkies 
I never faw there. The country abounds 
with the red-legged partridge. In the 
proper feafbn the frankolin, a bird of the 
partridge fpecies, of a delicious flavour, and 
beautiful plumage, is found here; alfo a 
few woodcocks, fnipcs in great numbers, 
all kinds of water-fowl, and a variety of 
fmall finging-birds. Storks are very plen- 
tiilil, and as they are never molefled by the 
Moors, who are taught to believe it finfiil 
to dcftroy them, they become quite do- 
H 2 meftic 
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meftic and tame. They are generaUy to be 
;feen feeding among ruinous watls ind 
,caftles, where they pick up irtfed'S and 
Ihakes. Hares, rabbits, antelopes,. porcu- 
pines, apes, foxes,, mid cats, &c. abe aH 
natives of this empire. 

Anaongthe ferocious animals may lie 
enumerated wolvea and wild boars, which 
are fprcad over the whole empire ; and ih 
the fouthern provinces there are lions, ty** 
g«rs, and monftrous ferpents. 

Quring my refidenc.e in the country, I 
had frequent opportunities of examining 
ithat moft lingular of the animal produc- 
tions, the cameleon. Though it is hardly 
neceffary to adduce any proof to the phi- 
lofophers of the prefent day againft tbe 
vulgar* error, that it feeds only upon air^ 
yet it may afford fome fatisfaftion to my 
readers to be told, that I had an opportu- 
nity of feeing a complete refutation of this 
opinion at Mogodore. A gentleman of 
my acquaintance there had in his pofleffioa 
a cameleon, the dexterity of which in pro- 
Cluing its food I bad ample means of ob- 
fcrving. The fa<a is, its principal fupporl 
is flies, which it catcher by darting at 
4 them 
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ihem an- exceedingly long tongue, coyerttil 
with a matter fb very glutinous, that If it 
btEt touches an infed; it is impoffible for it 
to eicape. The moft fingular part of its 
cdttformatiDn however (if, perhaps^ we ex- 
cept the power of varying its coloiws) is the 
eye, thci mufcles of which are fo*con- 
llrucaed that it can move the ball quite 
round ; and I believe it exifts the^ only 
known inftance in. all animated nature of a 
creature which is able tadired: its vifion to 
two diiFerent objedrs at the fame time^ 
however thofe objefits may be fituated* 
' Except in the ad: of darting out its tongue 
to procure fobfiftence, its motions are re- 
markably flow. 

Although it muft be allowed that the 
diimate of Morocco is delightful to a de- 
gree, yet it is occafionally fubjed to great 
dtoughts, which naturally produce immenfe 
ftvarms of locufts, the moft deftrudive 
enemy to vegetation that exifts. In the 
year 1778 thefe infeds came in fuch num- 
bers from the South, that they perfedly 
darkened the air, and, by deftroying all the 
corn, produced a general famine. This 
calamity was increafed to fuch a degree in 
H ^ the 
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the year 1780, that feveral unfcntunatb 
perfons adually died in the ftreets for want 
of food; many were driven to the neccf- 
fity of digging in the earth for roots to 
fupply the urgent calls of nature; while 
others were happy to find fome undigefted 
corn in the dung of animals^ which thejr 
moft eagerly devoured. Upon this occa- 
fion, of public diftrefs the emperor gene- 
rpufly opened his ftore of com^ and diftri- 
buted it, as well as money, among his fub- 
jeds ; and every perfon who was known ta 
poilefs ftores was obliged to follow his ex- 
ample. Thefe melancholy fads are fo Ire- 
cent in the memory of the people, that they 
flill repeat them to the> Europeans who 
vifit the country. 

The manufaftures of the empire are the 
HAiCK, which, as was before obferved, ia 
a long, garment compofed of white wool 
and cotton, or cotton and filk woven toge- 
ther, and is ufed by the Moors for the pur- 
pofe of covering their under drefs when 
they go abroad, which they do by. totally 
wrapping themfelves in it in a carelefs but 
cafy manner; filk handkerchiefs of a par- 
ticular 
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titiukr kind, prepared only at F^z; filks 
cfaecquered with cotton; carpeting, little 
inferior to that of Turkey ; beautiful mat- 
ting, made of the palmetto or wild palm- 
tree; paper of a coarfe kind; Cordovan, 
commonly called Morocco leather; gun- 
powder of an inferior nature ; and long- 
barrelled mufquets, made of Bifcay iron. 
The Moors are unacquainted with the 
modeof cafling cannon, and therefore thofe 
few which are now* in the country are pre- 
fents fix>m Europeans, The nunufadture 
of glafs is likewife unknown to them; as 
indeed they make great ufe of earthen ware, 
^d have few or no windows to their 
houfes, this commodity may be of lefs im- 
portance to them than many others. They 
make butter, by putting the milk into a 
goat-ikin with its outward coat, turned in- 
wards, and fhaking it till the butter coUedts 
on the fides, wheii it is taken out for ufe. 
From this operation it proves always full 
of hairs, and. has an infipid flavour. Their 
cheefe confifts merely of curds hardened 
and dried, and has uniformly a difagreeable 
tafte. The bread in ibme of the principal 
H 4 towns^ 
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tpwns, pafticujarfy at Tanoie^ aoid &iyu^. 
L$if, is »i»^fkai)ly g0pd> hnt /lix ,wm^ 
OthfiV places it is ^oartei bkck, and het yy/ 

Th^ir TOftrkiets are under raore ftri<S re- 
gul9jtion$ tl^n might be expe<a^ irojQ n 
people who are fo deficient in m<^ other 
jftftunces. A proper ojffiiccr, entitled Ai.- 
MOTA^QN, or Mayor, is appoiatei toil)'? 
fytO: an kinds of prpvifions and corn, and, 
according to their j^nty or fcarcity, to fix 
the price on each article : it is dfo Ae 
^yty of titt§ officer to attead con&wtly the 
m^r^ts, .and to fee ;that no perfon is guil^ 
q£ overcharging what he fells, for whi^» 
ijpon dete<Stion, the o^nder is puniihed, :hy 
having his hands tied behind him,' and fePr 
ipg publiclyflogged through all the^ftreets, 
the ie^cujtioner opcafionally e^lliimillg* 
1^ Thus do y/t treat thofe who impoCb upgm 
the poor." Provifions both of the ^mml 
and vegetable kind are fold by the Rt AB, 
pr large pOund, confifting of the weight pf 
twenty h^^rd dollars, or Spjaniih p«*accsi 
porn, by the Al^oojo, four pf which are 
equal to a F^NEQ Spaniih; or facki aod 
articles of merchandise, by the fuitdj 
peuftd of fixtcen Spanifli pqnces* w^en 

foI4 
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fi^ % weight j aiid %'thQ CopRj.wJuch is 
about two thirds of ian Eijg^ih yard, whea 
by iBCirfuimwn't; .. 

The: Moor$, jigreeably to the Jewift 
cuAofi), GMt the :throal:& of ajl the ^i^smak 
they eat, at the (ivit time turning their 
heads toMwda Mbc.ca, in adoratioaof their 
prophet*;. iL After fuf&ring theni. to blc^d 
freely, tiiey carefully wafli all the remain- 
ing blood; away > and divfiie the meat, into 
fioall pieces of ?bout one or two pounds m 
yircigfat^ Asth^ are unacquainted with 
the Jwrestion of pumps, and have but few 
^rings, it;aibrd$£mployment to a number 
of sndigei^t poople, who would pridbafoly 
be idle otherwife, to carry water in ikini 
from the neareft river or refervoir, and IHl 
it to the inhabitants. From their being 
ckiigftd to tar the (kins to prevent them 
ftom leaking, the water is frequently ren^r 
(^red very unpleafant. 

Their looms, forges, ploughs, carpenter's 
toois, iix:, are much upon the fame con« 
ftrtidbn with the unimproved inflruments 
of the lame kind which are ufed at this 
time in (xnt parts of Europe, only ftill 
Hnore clufflfily ftniibed. In their work 

they 
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tfiey attend more to ftren^th than neatne^ 
or convenience, and, like all other ignorant 
people they have no idea that what they do 
is capable of 'improvement. It is pro- 
t^bie, indeed,^' that ihe Moor^ have-under-^ 
gone no very material change fince the re- 
volution in their* arts and fciences which 
took place foon after their expuliion fiom 
Spain, Previous to that period it is well 
known they were an enlightened people^ 
at a time when the greater part of IBurope 
was involved in ignorance and barbarifm^ 
but owing to the weaknefs and tyranny 6f 
their princes, they gradually funk into the 
very oppofite extreme, and may now be 
confidered as but a few degrees removed 
from a favage ftate* 

They ufe no kind of wheel-carria^, and 
therefore all their articles of burden are 
tranfported from one place to another on 
camels, naules, or affes. Their buildings, 
though by no means conftrudied on any 
fixed principle of architecture, have at leafl; 
the merit of being very ftrong and durable^ 
The manner of preparing tabby, of which 
all their beft edifices are formed, is, I be-<- 
]ieve> the only remains of their iancieQit 
. , knowledge 
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knawfedge- at prefentiexiftuig; It <xmfifti 
of a mixture o£ mortar and very ffaall 
ftonesy beaten tight in a wooden cafe^ iu»i 
fuffered to dty, when it forms a cement 
equal to the folid rock; There ar6 always 
unaccountable difcrepancies and inconfii^ 
tencies in the arts of uncivilized nations 
The apartments are, if poffible, even mom 
inconvenient than thofe of their neighbours 
the Spaniards ; but the carved wood^work 
with which many of them are ornamented 
is really equal to any I have ever feen in 
Europe. 

The Moors have no idea of making high 
roads, or repairing thofe which have been 
formed by the ancient pofTelTors of the 
country, or perhaps by the. mere refort o£ 
j^fiengers, but are content to leave them in 
the fame ftate in which they found thenu 
Indeed^ they are even incapable of compre- 
hending the fimple fa<ft — that by improving 
the roads travelling would become more ex*** 
peditious, and lefs expenfive. 

If we look for any of the elegant appen- 
dages of luxury and refinement in this 
country, we fhall be grievoufly difappointei 
Their gardens arc mere trafts of inclofcd 

ground, 



^t A TOUR TO MOROCCO, Wt 

gTTCuad* ovetHTun with weeds> ix^tcfyuGai 
With vmes^ fig»> omhges, and lomDns, vdth^ 
Mit tftilc or difpoiitioh, and having ^perhaps 
one ftrait walk through the whole. They 
fometimes ibw corn in the intermediate 
gisoimd ; but their gardens are rarely pror^ 
dadive of efculent vegetables^ and feUom 
tor never ornamented with flowers. 

As there are few or no bridges in the 
country, I am inclined to belfeve the Moors 
are not thoroughly acquainted with the 
mode of conftruding large arches; and it 
is only at their fea-ports where they even 
ttfe boats. Theie circumftances, united to 
the bad roads, render this part of Barbary 
very inconvenient and dangerous to be tra-^ 
veiled through. 

' The country throughout is ilUwatered. 
Moft of the rivers, which however are 
very few, in proportion to the extent of 
ground, except juft at their fea-ports, de- 
ferve only the name of rivulets, and in the 
fummer feafon are many of them dried up. 
From all thefe circumftances it may be con- 
jciftured that the population is not extra- 
ordinary. When on my return, in my 
Joiirhey from Morocco to Sal lee, which 

required 
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ffequirdfd :fc'ven days to acc6mplifli^ it mot 
With m bskbitations but a' few Arab tents 
icatteitd indifferent parts ^ and I hailr»> 
fon to beKove that a great part of the inte* 
rt6r <:out5btr]^i$ liearly in a iimiiar ikdaticHii 
The town$ are vciy few, ! in proporitioft t* 
the extent of country^ arid tbofe are but 
thinfy inhatnted. Indeed Morocco, :wbi(^ 
is a metropDlis, has many of its hcu^ in 
rttins and uninhabited* 

The want of population in the empiire of 
MoRc^co at this period may hstv^ been 
occaiioned, in fome degree, by the enor- 
mous^ <:r]aelties exercifed by its former fove- 
reigns, who have htcn known not unfire^ 
quently^ through a flight difgui):, to aban^ 
don a whole town or province to the fword# 
In the charader of Muley Ishmael, 
graadfather to SidI Mahomet, we find the 
moft fingular inconfiftencies : for it is oex-* 
tain, thaf although a tyrant of the clafs 
which I have been defcribing, yet in otheu 
refpadb, as if to repair the mifchief which 
he commil!ted, he left nothing undone for 
Ac encoiiragement of population. He in- 
troduced * large colonies of Negroes froixi 
Guinea, built towns for them, man^ of 

which 
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?ndxich are flill remaining, aiiigned theilt 
poitbhs of land^ and encouraged their in^ 
oeafe by every poffible means. He foon 
Initiated them in the Mahometan faith, and, 
Ind his plan been followed, the country by 
this time would have been populous, and 
probaUy flourifhing. As the Negroes are 
of a more lively, adHve, and enterprizing 
difpoiition than the Moors, they might 
loon have been taught the arts of agricul- 
ture, and their lingular ingenuity might 
have i)een dired:ed to other ufeful pur- 
pbfes« 

It is true MuLEY Ishmael^ when he 
adopted this plan, had more objedts in view 
than that 6i merely ^opling his domi- 
nions : he law plainly that his own fubjedls 
were of too capricious a difpoiition to form 
foldiers calculated for his tyrannical pur- 
pofes. They had uniformly manifefted an 
inclmation to change their fbvereigns, 
though more from the love of variety than 
to reform the * government, or reftrain )the 
abufes of tyranny. In fhort, whatever re- 
volutions took place in the country, con- 
fifted merely in a change of one tyrant for 
another. Moley Ishmael had difccrn- 

ment 
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teeht enough to fee, therefore^ tha*,- by 
forming an army of flaves^^. whofe folc de- 
ppndeiKe ihould reft upon their mafter> he 
pould^eafily train them in fuch a ;manner as 
to adl'in the ilridkeft.contbrmity to his 
jviflies, He foon learnt that the great ob-» 
jeiSwilii the Negroes-was plenty of njoney, 
and liberty of plunder; in thefe he liberally 
indulged them, and the plan fiilly anfwered 
his expectations. 

Though, however, Muley Ishmael 
had. no great merit in introducing fubjeds 
for the purppfes of tyranny, yet the good 
efFe€ts of this new colonisation were ypry 
gienerally experienced. By intCTmarrying 
among themfelves, and intermixing among 
the Moors (for the Moors will keep Negro 
women as concubines, though they felcbnjt 
marry them) a new race of people ftarted 
up, who became as ufeful fubjedb as the 
native inhabitants, and brought the empire 
into a much more flouriihing ibite than it had 
ever been infince theflT great revolution. 

Sini Mahomet hftd different f^fcws, 
and was z&usiftd by different mo- 
tives. From his inordinate avarice, be 
ceafed to \aA towards his Bli^ ^i!^3^9fi£^. 

in 
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in the generous Manner Whkrh htfi (MiHl^ 
gaKhed his predeceflbr MiTlby I^itMAiLi 
and ' they -foon flicked themfelves difcoB^ 
ttoTSK* \«*h hi« fcofndua:. They ftcqncmly 
fhi-e^ried to revolt, -and fuppbrt thofe of 
his fbns who were In oppbfitiohj and who 
pfomifed them the moft liberal fe\vard6v 
They offered to place his efdeft fon Mu- 
LEY Ali, who is fince dead, on the thronei 
but this prince, not unmindful of the duty 
y^hich he owed his father and fei^ereign, 
helmed their offer,' 'TKey next ap^iBed to 
MutEY Yazid, the late emperor, who 
« ftrfl accepted of the affiflance they ten-- 
Abted, but in a diort time relinquifhed thd 
|)la*i. 

Si I?! Maho'Met, difgufled with this cOft-*- 
,4u6t of the Negroes, determined to curb theif 
|^ro\<ring ^wer, by difbanding a tonfidcrabte 
paf t of thcfe troops, and banifhing them to 
diftan^t parts of iht empire. This irtipor-^ 
fetrit mode of population has therefore beert 
of Jhate years neglcAcd, while ho betteif 
iyffem has beerr ftibflituted in its^room; 
for thotrgh the Iktt ettipcror indulged itf 
cruelty much lefs frequently than his pre-* 
ddceifcrsi yet population has, perhaps, beeii 

more 
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taort completely impeded by the general 
poverty which he has introduced into tl;ie 
country by his fevcre exa<5tions, than if he 
hid made a liberal ufc of the fwotd or of 
the bow-ftring. To acquaint Sidi Ma- 
homet that any of his fubjedls were rich, 
was equivalent to telling him that he had 
fo niany ambitious opponents, who by their 
wealth would fupport his fons in rebel- 
lion, which it was neceflary to prevent, by 
depriving them of thofe riches. 

The only maxim of government there- 
fore adopted by this monarch was to keep 
his fubjecfts as nearly, as poffible upon a 
level; that is, in a ftatc of poverty i This 
he moft efFe(9:uaily accomplifhed. No man 
who had property one day could with^er- 
tainty call it is own the next. The moft 
devoted mifers^ with their utmoft ingenuity, 
were unable to evade the difcovery of their 
treafures. If the vidim of tyranny mani- 
iefted any reludtance to reveal to his inqui- 
fitofs the iacted depofitory of his hoarded 
wealth, the emperor feldom hefitated about 
the means of compulfion. The fortitude 
of fcveral enabled them to refift every tor- 

I turc 
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tare (hort of deadi; but the love of Ufe^ 
was always found to prevail over ^ven 
avarice itfelf. 

But this perhaps was not the worft -, the 
heavy taxes and duties impofed by this im- 
politic monarch imtpeded commerce^ and 
jdifcouraged manufaftures ; and on the whole 
I am inclined to believe that the country 
was never in a greater ftateof poverty than 
during his reign. 

Power and weaknefs^ rank and meanneis, 
opulence and indigence, are here equally 
dependent, equally uncertain. There are 
inilances of the fultan ekvating at once a 
common foldier to the rank of a bafhaw^ 
or making him a confidential friend ; the 
following day he would perhaps imprifon 
him, or reduce him again to the ftation of a 
private foldier* It is furprizing that mcxt 
under thefe circumftances fhould be angi- 
bitious of rank, or defirous* of riches and 
power. Yet fuph is the difpofition of thefe 
people, that they have an ijnbounded thirft 
for rank and power with all their uncer-*^ 
tainties; and, what is more extraordinary, 
when they have obtained a high flation they 

feldom 
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fiidonpi £ultQ aiFord tk^it fovereigo a plea 
ft>r ill-treating them, by jibuifing, in ibm4 
Way M other, their truft, 

The only iridependeut peppie ip tho 
country, if it beat all lawful to Riake ]XJk 
of :|he expreffion wheii fpeak;iftg gf Mp^ 
RpC^o, are to be found among the mer- 
i:lKI{|($ who refide in towns ?it feme difta^pe 
frgm the feat ^ gpvernment. Th/e neat- 
nefs of their houfes and gardens, the fur- 
niture of their apartments, their rich dif- 
play of china and glafs, and their liberal 
treatment of ftrangers, their better educa- 
tion, and more enlightened ideas, all ferve 
to point thetn out as a clafs of beings diffe- 
rent from the reft* 

1 wifli this defcription would apply ge- 
nerally to all the people in trade; but I 
am fbrry to add it does not: it is con- 
fined to a particular clafs of merchants, 
who tranfa<a: bufinefs upon a very large 
fcak. Even thefe, however, though dif- 
tant from the feat of government, befides, 
rigoroufly paying their quota of every fe- 
vere tax which the emperor chufes to im- 
pofe upon them, are not always exempt 
ftoni plunder. If the bafliaw or Axcaidb 

I 2 of 
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of the town can difcover a plea for impri-^ 
foning them, which he fometimes does 
without much regard to juftice, he feldom 
feOs to turn it to his own advantage; and 
not unfrequendy difgraces his mailer's royal 
name, by ufing it as 'a pretext for feizing 
their property. — Thus the empire erf* Mo- 
rocco, in all its parts, prefents a ftriking 
pifturd of the wretched policy and mifefa-* 
blc corifequences of defpotic governments. 



CHAP. 



} 
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C H A P. V. 

yourneyfrom Mogodore to Santa Cruz. 
-^Some Account of the Origin of that Place. 
'^"--Arrival at Tarudant. — Introduce 
fion to the Prince.-^ Defcription of his 
Palace. ^— Singular Reception. — Accommo^ 
dations. — Sitate of the Prince's Healtb^-^ 

. Abfurd Prejudices of the Moors. — Alter^ 
cation with the Prince. — Application from 
other Patients. — Hhe Cadi. — IntroduElion 
it^to the Prince's Harem. — Wives of the 
Prince.' — State of the Female Sex in this 
fecluded Situation. — Vifble Amendment in 
the Princes Complaint. — His Affability. 
r-Chara£}er(f the Prince Muley Ab- 

§ULEM. 

I Had »ot refted from the fatigues of my 
journey above fix days at Mogodore, 
before a new fcene was opened, by the re- 
turn of the meflenger from Tarudant, 
with orders for my immediate attendance 
an my royal patient. In addition to my 

I 3 fprmcr 
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former party, I was allowed by the go-* 
vcrnor three Negro foot - folijicrs, armed 
with mufkets and f^bres^ an elegant tentj, 
gnd a Jewifli interpreter, who was perfcft 
mafter of both Arabic and Englifh, and 
from whom in the end I derived the moft 
ufeful fervices. The Jew who had becu 
preffed in fo lingular a manner into my 
icrvice at Tangier was immediately, and 
doubdefs nroch to his own fatisfaftion, fent 
home. 

. We performed a journey of fevcnty-fix; 
miles, from Mogodore to Santa Cruz, 
in about three days, which from the former 
part of this Narrative the reader will perceive 
is not remarkably flow travelling in Mo-. 
Kocco, however lingular fuch a progrefs 
would appear on the level turnpikes of Eng-^ 
Jarid, Our journey, which was on the fea- 
coaft, prefcnted to our view one continued 
expanfe of wild, mountainous, and rocky 
country, and we had confequently very bad 
roads. Qur progrefe indeed could be com- 
pared tp nothing but the continual afcend-, 
ing and defcending of a feries of rough and 
uneven ftone Heps. At one place in par- 
ticular the defgcnt was fo fteep, and the? 
8 road 
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road fb choaked up with large pieces of 
ftonc, that we were ajl obliged to difinount, 
and walk a foil mile and a half with the 
utmoft caution and difficulty, before we 
45ottld mount agaim 

Santa Cruz" is a fea-port, fituated on 
the decliyity of a high and fteep mountain, 
forming the Weftem termination of that 
chain of mountains, which nearly divides the 
emperor's dominions into two parts, fo well 
fcnown by the name of the Atlas. It 
formerly belonged to the Portugueze, and 
till thp acceffion.of SiDi Mahomet was 
the principal place whence Europeans were 
allowed to trade^ It is at prefent a deferted 
town, with only a few houfes, which arc 
almoft hourly mouldering to decay. The 
port appears to be much more fecure than 
that of MpGODORE; and from the vicinity 
rf San Til Gruz to the Southern provinces, 
it appears tQ me to be the part of the em- 
pire which is beft adapted to all the pur- 
pofes of commerce *, 

On 



t As Santa CRuz^beforethereignofSipi Mahomet, 

was, and is ftill capable of being made of great commercial 

mfOTtsitXicc to Enrope; and as its origin will afford fbme idea 

I 4 few 
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Oathe 26th of Oftober we departcsd for 
Tar UD ANT, which is diltant forty-four 
miles from Santa Cruz, where in tw5 
days we arrived- Our journey to this plac^ 

was 

how the Portuguezc came to fettle upon thi? coaft ; I muft 
trefpafs upon the reader's patience, while I relate, from an 
eminent Spaniih author, in what manper it was firft raifed;^ 
as well as its fubfequent flate while poiTeiTedbythe Moors, in 
the year 1737, from the manufcript of an Englilh gentle- 
man who was refident in the country at that period. 

" Agader Aguer, which the Europeans call Santa 
Cruz,' is a town of modern fabric; nor can I any where 
find that the fpot of ground on which it ftands was ever 
aflually inhabited, till the beginning of the fixteefith century. 
Then, or very foon before, in the reign of Don Manuel, 
King of Portugal, a certain Portuguezc adventurer under- 
took to fettle there, on account of the quantity of excellent 
fiih with which its bay abounded; and ^und mean$ to build 
himfelf a timber fort or caftle, which he garrifoned with his 
followers, naming his fettlement Santa Cruz, or Holy 
Crofs: his African neighbours calling it Dar al Rumi, 
or the" Chriftiari Houfe. 

*' Don Manuel foon after forefceing the gre^t importance 
of this place to the navigation of thofe feas, and to his pro- 
jefted cbnqueft of the weftern parts of Barbary, took it into 
his own hands, reimburfing the adventurer who had founded 
it all his expences, and making him other gratuities. S a nt A 
Cruz being thus annexed to the kingdom of Portugal, it 
was foon enlarged, fortified, and well inhabited ; and as this 
part of the world was at that time divided among feveral petty 
fovereigns, generally at variance with each other, it afforded 
the new colony, as well as many others upon the fame coaft, an 
opportunity of eftablifliing a firm footing in the country, in^ 

ducing 
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i|^as immediately inland^ being in the dfrec^ 
tion^ and within half a day's ride to the 
South of the Atlas. We enjoyed the 
^holeway from Santa Cruz a fine leycj 

road^ 

facing a number of difcontented Attibs aud Moors, with a 
view of revenging themfelves on their variou? sidyerfaries, to 
i^ear allegiance to his Portagueze Majefty. 

f* The afliilance which was afforded by thefe people to the 
Chrifiian garrifon^, enabled them to make frequent incuriions 
aconfiderableway upthe country, plundering and feizing 
upon a great nun^ber of the inhabitants, whom they fent 
over to Europe as ilaves. At this period, the Portugueze 
had eftabliihed themfelves fb firmly on th^ African coaft> that 
had not the family pf Sharifs flarted up, and the attention 
of thefe Chriftian adventurers been diverted to their new ac* 
quiiitions in America, the greateft part of the country would 
in a ihort time have been compleatly depopulated, and the 
Portugueze would have efjlabli^d in it a permanent fove- 
Veignty. 

^* Thefe ^harifs, from whom the prefent royal family 
of Morocco are inunediately defcended, obferving the va- 
riance between the people and their different fovereigns^ and 
taking, advantage of their credulity, pretended that they 
were lineally defcended from Mahomet, and that they were 
ient by him to proted his followers from the oppreflion of their 
fovereigns. They foon made converts to their ftandard, and 
in a (hort time eflablifhed themfelves in the fovereignty of 
all the fottthern parts of Barbary^ In order to add impor- 
tance to their government, and knowing that it would flatter 
the prejudices of their fubjeds, who had been fo continually 
harafied by their ChriAtan neighbours, they determined upon 
fxpelling the Portugueze from Santa Cruz, and if fnc- 

* cefsfuU 
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road, through a woody and uncult)vat^ 
country. 

Upon my arrival at Tarudant, with- 
out being allowed time to difmount, I Was 

immediately 

fEcfsful, to carry on their attacks againft the other Ohrillian 
^arrifons upon the Baijbary coafl. 

" For this purpofe, in the ycsu- 1536, an army of 50,000 
fnen, horfe and fpot^ was raifed with all expedition, and put 
under the command of Muley Hamed al Hassan^ 
who with this force compleatly invefted the garrifon. After 
many unfaccefsfol attacks on the part of the Moors, Sant^ 
Cruz atlaft owed its deftruftion to the pegligence of one of 
Its own people ; who carrying a lighted match into the pow- 
der-magazine, it unfortunately blew up, and by its co|M:uflion 
made a large breach in the W4II ; of which the Moors availing 
themfelves, they immediately recoyercd their {pints, and, 
Jieaded by thejr commander, hadened in farce up to the 
breach, before the aftoniflied Portugueze had time to apply 
^ proper remedy to this unfbrefeen accident. They now at- 
tacked their enemy with fo much energy, and with fu^h fu- 
perior numbers, that they foon reduced the garrifon, and put 
every perfon in it to the fword, 

« Thus did S A NT A Cr uz fall into the hands of the Moors^ 
by whom it has ever iince been pofleffed. The lofs of thi^ 
important place proved extremely injurious to the Portu- 
gueze navigation to Guinea and India, by affording a har- 
bour to their European enemies, whofb fhips were accuflo^ed 
to (lip out from this port, and to plunder and take the Portu- 
gueze as they pafled by ; while they fupplied thofe barba- 
rians with powder, cannon, and other warlike ftores, enabling 
the Moors by that means, in the courfeof time,xo attack the 
Qthcr poflcffions of the Portugueze in Africa." 

My 
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fmmedbitcly carried to the refidence of the 
prince, which is fituated about half a mile 
to the South of the town. At a fhort dif- 
tanc^^ the houfe, which is fmall, and was, 

built 

My Engli(h anthor, who dates his manai^ript in January 
1737, gives the following account ofSANTACRUz:— 

'< Santa Cavzis a city of Africa, in the kingdom of 
Soz, fubjef^ to the Emperor of Fbz and Morocco, fituate4 
in a teinperate air, on a mount^n difbint about half a league 
^m the fea, in the latitude 30 deg. 35 min. North, ieven 
leagues frpm Cape de Guerra, fixty from Morocco^ 
one hundred and forty from Fez, and one hundred and fifty 
from Mequinsz. It is in^ circumference about three 
quarters of a mile, of a fquare form, the four fides fronting 
ihe four quarters of the world. On the eaft, it has a fpacious 
plain of fand ; on the wefl, the fea ; to the north, about the 
diftance of a quarter of a mile, is a (mall village, containing 
about twenty inhabitants ; and on the ibuth is its entrance, 
oppofite to the mount of Tylde. 

" The town is encompafTed with walls defended by feven 
baftions, having artillery mounted on them which carry 
between four and fix pound balls; there are alio fome fix- 
teen and twenty-four pounders, but, owing to their not having 
proper perfons to work them, thofe pieces of ordnance are 
fuffered to lie on the ground half buried, rendering them by 
that means entirely ufelefs. The walls indeed are only of fuffi- 
cient drength to refiil an attack from their neighbouring ene- 
mies, the Arabs, who have no ordnance to oppofe them with^ 
but they could by no means withiland even a weak cannon- 
ade from a regular appointed artillery. 

"SANTACauzisa place'of confiderable trade, owing to 
the great quantities of copper which they procure from minesi 
in the neighbourhood of T a f i l e t. It is alfo plentifully ftored 
with various other merchandizes, fuch as wax procured from 

Hej4 
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^uilt by the prince, has a great appcaraflCQ 
pf neatnefs ; but that want of tafte and con- 
venience, which is wniverfally the charafte^ 
j-eftic of t^e IVJopriih buildings, is prefently 
difcernible when it is narrowly infpcdled. It 
is compofed of tabbyi and is furroundcd 
with a higlj fquar^p ,wall, which alfo enclofes 
two tolerably neat gardens, planned by an 
European, and nqw under the care of a 
5pani{h renegadp. The apartments, which 
%re all on the ground-floor, are fqUare and 

. Heja Saxit and Morocco* th<? bcft In the country^ 
Morocco leather, yellow leather of Tafii,et, almonds, 
gum arable, gum fandarac, oftrich feathersj^ elephants teeth, 
gold daft, and fait petre, which is exported with fome diiHcuIty, 
^wing to its being contraband. There ^c alfo other mer- 
chandizes of European manufacture^ fuch as iron^^ leather 
from Fuenos Ayresytnufqnets^ rwords,and all kinds of hard- 
ware, &c. as well as thofe of Afia and the ea^ern part^ of 
Africa, brought thither by caravans. The people are for the 
moll part of a tawny, fun-burnt completion, fpare and lean in 
body, but aftive, ftronj;* and capable of undergoing any 
labour or hardfhip, pretty good ceconomifls, not much addict- 
ed to prodigality or vanity, and are dexterous and aftive in 
their trade and bufinefs." 

Such Was the flate of Sa nt a Qk. trz before Si p i ^a no- 
MET ordered it to be evacuated by the European merchants; 
and it is impoflible to read this account without being con- 
vinced that what I have advanced, with reipeCt to Its impol:^- 

- ancc in a commercial view, is not beyond the truth. 
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j lofty. Opening into a court, in the centre of 

f which is a fountain. The entrance is 

through a finall arched door- way, which 
leads into a court-yard, where on one fide 
are a few out-houfes; on the other, the 
fpace allotted for the horfes of the prince- 
As the climate is open and fine, there are 
few or no ftables in this country, but the 
horfes are kept out in an open yard, and held 
by pins fixed in the ground. 

There is not mucl; of magnificence, it 
muft be confefTed, in this introduftion, nor 
did any thing occur to counterad: the un- 
favourable impreflion, previous to our enter- 
ing the apartment cf the prince. The 
chamber into which I was conduced, I 
found a fmall room with feats in the walls; 
and there it is cuftomary for all perfons to 
wait till their names are announced. I ob- 
- ferved a number of Angular looking perfons 
attending here ; and as I was not much dif- 
pofed to make one of their company, in- 
ftead pf fitting I amufed myfelf, as other 
Europ^ns do, wkh walking about the 
room. In this exercife, however, I was a 
folitary performer; for the Moors, whatever 
be their objedl, whether bufinefs, conver- 
^ fation. 
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fetion, or amufcmcnt| are gcaentUy featedi 
and iildeed fo novel to them was my deport"^ 
ment in this refpodt^ that they concluded 
I was either diftraded in u^ intelled:, or 
faying my prayers* 

After being detained in this difagfeeahk 
jQtuation for about an hour^ orders we?c 
brought from the prince for my immediate 
introduftion, with my interpreter* From 
the chamber where we had been waiting, wc 
paHTeci through a long and dark entry, which 
at its termination introduced us to a fquaro 
court-yard> floored with checquered tilings 
into which the prince's room opened, by 
means of large folding-doors. Thcfe wer^ 
curioufly painted of various colours, in the 
form of checquers. The immediate entrance 
to the room was neat; it was a very large 
arched door- way, curioufly ornamented Mrith 
checquered tiling, and forming a fmatt 
porch, or antichamber. The room was 
lofty, fquare, and floored with checquered 
tiling 5 the walls fluccoed, and the ceiling 
painted of various colours. Much of the 
beauty of the room was loft for want of 
windows, which is a dcfeft obfervable in 
moft Moorifh houfes. 

I found 



A. TOUR TO MaROGCO, Gf*. iij 

1 £»ui3td the prince fitting crofs-leggcd, 
on a mattraTs cohered .with 6ne white linen^ 
and plaq&d on the floor ; this^ with a nar- 
row and long piece of carpeting that fronted 
him> on which were feated his .Moqrifh 
friends* was the only furniture in the room« 
Upon my »firj8: entrance* and delivering the 
Qonfulvs letter qf introdudion, which, ac- 
cording to the quftom of the country, wa$ 
prefenced in a filk handkerchief I was ad- 
drefTed by the prince with the ialutation. 
Bono iibibf bona AngJaife ; which is a mix- 
ture.of Arabic and Spanifli, meaning, ** You 
^ are a good doftor,. the Englifli are good ;" 
and was ordered with my interpreter to iit 
down on the floor, between the prince and 
hi& vifitors ; when I was immediately in^ 
terrogated by every one prcfent, each hav- 
ing a queftion to put to me, and that of the 
moft infignificant kind. 

The prince exprefled great pleafure at 
my arrival* wiflied to know whether I oime 
voluntarily or not, and whether the Englifh 
phyficians were in high repute. To the 
jfirft queftion I replied, that I was fent by 
order of the governor of Gibraltar : to 
the fecond, I felt it a duty which I owed to 

truth 
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truth and to my country, to anfwer in Che 
aiiirmative. He then deiired me knme-^ 
diately to feel his pulfe, and to examine hit 
eyes, one of which was darkened hy a cata^ 
TzQ:, and the other afFedled with a paralytic 
complaint ; and requefted me to inform him^ 
whether I would undertake to cure him^ 
and how ibon ? My anfwer was> that I 
wished to confider his cafe maturely before 
I gave my opinion ; and in a day or two 
I ihould be a better judge* 

One of his particular friends obferved to 
him, from feeing me without a beard, for 
I had ihaved in the morning, I was too 
young to be an able phyfician. Another re- 
marked, that I had put powder in my hair 
on purpofe to difguife my age; and a third 
infifted, that it was not my own hair. But 
what feemed to produce the greateft aftoniih-^ 
ment among them, was my drefs, which 
from its clofenefs, the Moorifli drefs being 
quite loofe, they were certain muft occaiion 
pain, and be difagreeably warm* 

The reader may be affured, that a jparC 
of this converfation was not very entertain-* 
ing to me; and indeed, after Ae great 
fatigue which I had undergone, I could 

weU , 
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. \¥ell hive diipenfed with moft of their 
interrogatories; but inftead of the difmiflion 
and the repoTe which I wifhed and expeded, 
my patience was exhauiled by the abfurd 
curiofity of the whole court, who one after 
another intreated me to favour them with 
my opinion, and inform them of the ilate 
of their health, merely by feeling the pulfe. 
Having acquitted myfelf to the beft of my 
ability in this curious enquiry, the prince 
informed me, he had prepared for my re- 
ception a good houfe, whither he defired 
me to retire, and vifit him the following 
morning early, when I was to examine his 
cafe more particularly. 
- The good houfe proniifed me by the 
prince, proved to be a miferable room in 
the Jewdry, that is, the part of the fuburb 
inhabited by the Jews, fituated about a 
quarter of a mile from the town It was, 
however, the habitation of the prince's prin- 
cipal Jew, and the beft in the place. This 
apartment, which way on the ground floor, 
was narrow and dirty, having no windows 
to it, but opening by means of large fold- 
ing-doors into a court, where three Jewifh 
families, who lived all in the fame houfe^ 
K thrlw 
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threw the whole of their rubbilh and dirt* 
I fuppofe my feelings might be renderedl 
more acute by the difappointpient, for oii 
being introduced into this wretched hovels 
I was fo ftruck with horror and difguft, that 
I was on the point of mounting my horfe^ 
for the purpofe of afking the prince for 
another apartment ^ but upon being told it 
was the beft in the town, and refledking 
that I had voluntarily entered upon thefe 
difficulties, I determined to flruggle through 
them as well as I could, and confented for 
the prefent to acquiefce in this indifierenjT 
fare. 

I took, however, the firft opportunity of 
reprefenting my difagreeable fituation to the 
prince, who gave orders for apartments to 
be fitted up for me in his garden ; but from, 
|he flownefs of the mafons, they were not^ 
fioiihed in time for me to occupy them 
before li lef t Tarudant. The prince's 
Jew had diredtions to fupply me with every 
thing that wasneceiJary; and while at Ta^ 
rudant I had ho reafon whatever to 
complain of >any inatteation oa the part of 
the prince^ 

As 
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As loon as my baggage was unpacked, the 
firft obje<3: that occurred to me was to en* 
deavour, under thefe circumftances, to make 
my fituation as comfortable as the nature of 
it would admit. At one end of the room I 
placed my three folding ftools, which I. had 
ufed as a bed on the road, and fcreened it off 
as well as I could with mats, which I fixed 
acrofs the apartment as a partition. One 
of my boxes was fubftituted for a table, and 
another for a chair, not being able to prq-v 
cure eiAer of thofe articles inTARUDANT^ 
At the other end of the room my inter- 
preter placed his bedding on the floor, 
where he flept during the whole .of our 

ft*y- 

Having fumiihed our room, our next 
object was to confider in what manner our 
CQokery was to be performed. The whole 
of our kitchen furniture confifted of one 
finall ironfaucepan, one pewter difh, two 
pewter plates, a horn to drink out of, and 
two kaives and forks. As the Moors ar? 
many of them accuftomed to the ufeo^ 
tea, bxeakfafting articles we Were not at a 
Jofs for. On the xo^ th? iron ^acepari 
had &ry€{d very well to fea3 our eggs and 
» K z fowls. 
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fowls, which, as I before obfcrved, were 
the only food we could procure. But at 
Tar UD ANT we found ourfelves in a land 
of plenty, without having it in our power 
to avail ourfelves of fuch an advantage- 
After a few days inconvenience on this 
account, I found out a Jew, who contrived 
to drefs me a few hafhes and ftews, fome- 
thing in the Spaniih ftile, with which fare 
I was obliged to be fatisfied during my reli- 
denceatTARUDANT. 
. Two hours before my arrival, the whole 
of the' Englifh people who had been 
Ihipwrecked, except the captam and a 
Negro, pafied through the town in their 
way to the metropolis. They had been 
redeemed from the wild Arabs, by Muley 
Absulem, with an intent, I prefume, of 
complying with his promife, but by the 
emperor's orders were fent up to Mo- 
feocco. 

Upon my vifiting the prince the follow- 
ing day, and examining into the nature of 
his complaint, I found it to be of the moft 
defperate kind ; but as I had travelled near 
five hundred miles to fee him, I could not 
be fatisfied to return back without attempt- 
ing 
4 
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ing fompthjlng. I therefore gave a formal 
opinion to the prince in writing, ftating, 
that I could by no means abfolutely under- 
take to cure him ; that I could not even 
flatter him with very great hopes of fuccefs; 
but that if he chofe tp give my plan of 
treatment a trial for a cquple of ii^onthsi we 
could then judge whether the difeafe was 
likely tp be removed, This plan was ap-^ 
prp.ve4 of, and he immediately began his 
courfe of medicines. 

I have already intimated, that the prince 
ha4 tptally loft the ufe of one eye by a cata- 
raft ; and I may add, that he had nearly loft 
that of the pther by a paralytic ^iFeftion, 
whicl> threatene4 tp end in ^ gutt* feren^^i 
and whic|i had dyawn the eye fo much 
tpwards the noic, as fom^tim^s entirely tp 
exclude th? appearance of tlie pupil. The 
only remains of fight left, ^verQ merely fuf- 
jBcient tp enable him to fee large bodies, 
lyithout diftinguiftjing any of them particu- 
l^ly. The fpafm lyas the difeafe which 
I was ordered to cure. 

But thefe were by no means the limits 

* By this difeafe is to be underftood, fuch a ftate of th« 
t(fii^ i)f nrc as renders it infeniible to the rays of light. 

' |C 3 oi 



t34 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, £*<. 

of the princess complaints* For, in truth, 
his whole frame was fb enervated by a courife 
of debauchery, that I found it ncceffary to 
put him under a ftrid: regimen ; to enforce 
the obfervance of which, I committed from 
time to time mydireftions to writing. They 
were tranflated into Arabic, and one copy 
delivered to the prince, and the other to 
his confidential friend, who undertook, at 
my requeft^ to fee theoi earned into exe- 
cution. 

As 1 adminiftered internal as well as 
topical remedies, J made a point of giving 
them to my patient with my own hand. 
The prince made no difficulty of fwallowing 
the medicine, however naufeous; but It was 
a long time before I could make him com-^ 
pfehend, how a medicine introduced into 
the ftonuch could afford any relief to the 
eye. J muft, however, dp him the jnftice 
to fay, that I found him a more apt difciplc 
than any of his attendants. Many of them 
could not be made at all to underftand the 
?i6tion of medicines, and of confecjuence 
>vere full of prejudices agajnft my niode of 
treatment. 

In a few 4ays after my firft attendance 



( 
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6n the prince, one of his prejudiced ftiends 
perfuaded his highnefs, that I had adminis- 
tered medicines to him intended to produce 
a certain efieft upon his conftitution, of" 
which I had never entertained fo much as 
an idea, before it was mentioned to me. 
What this effedt was I cannot with decency 
explain. Suffice it to fay, that thefe ma- 
lignant infinuations had too powerful an 
cfFedt on the mind of my patient, and he 
exprefled himfelf to me upon the fubjeft 
in terms which I could not hear without the 
moft poignant indignation and uneafinefs. 

I vindicated my conducfl as well as I was 
able, under the difadvantages of an inter- 
pretation, by explaining to him how im- 
poflible it was for the medicines to have 
the effedt he fufpefted ; and how much 
more to my credit, as well as advantage, it 
would be to re-eftablifh his health than to 
do him a prejudice ; that a prefeflional man 
had a charader, which when once loft was 
irrecoverable 5 and that therefore I trufted 
he would refledt on my fituation, and con- 
fider me in a more favourable light than 
his refentment at firft had led him to fuggeft. 
The prince began now to retraft his ca- 
K 4 lumny^ 
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lumny^ by faying, that he believed the 
medicines had produced an effe6): different 
from what I intended, but that it was the 
duty of a patient to inform his phyfician of 
every cirqumftance which related to his 
health. In fhort, after a variety of expl^-* 
nations, I at laft brought him to confent to 
give my plan a few days longer trial, an4 
if then there appeared any obje<£l:iotis to the 
pVirfuing of it, I would willingly confent to 
give it up entirely, Thofe days being 
clapfed, and none of the fufpeftcd efFedls 
appearing, the prince proceeded regularly 
in the courfe agreeably to my diredions. 

The intermediate time between my at^ 
tendance on the prince, whom I vifited 
twice a day, was ^employed in reading 4 few 
books which I brought with me from Mo- 
GODORE, making little excurfions into the 
country, and vifiting patients at Tarit- 

DA^T. . 

Among the latter was the Cadi, or 
judge of the town. This I found to be a 
venerable old man, of about feventy years 
of age, whofe beard was become perfectly 
white, and whofe countenance, though 
doubtlefs altered by time, yet ftill retained 

a great 
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{I great expreffion of vivacity and fenfe, 
mixed with more apparent goodnefs of hpart 
than any I had feen in the country. He 
received me with the greateft refpcdl, and 
cxpreffed his gratitude for ipy vifit in a 
manner that appeared ftrongly marked with 
Sincerity, He feemed fully aware th^t his 
complairit was merely a detay of nature^ 
9nd only wifhed me to adminifter ibmething 
fo him which might palliate his mod urgent; 
iymptoms. With a great fhare of feeling 
he expatiated on the inconveniences I muft 
undergo, from being at fo great a diftance 
from my friends, and in a part of tjie wprld 
where the manners of the people were {o 
different from wha( I had been accuftomed 
to, cxpreffing his wifh at the fame time to 
render me every fervice that ^ perfon in his 
fituation could offer. Such an uncommon 
(hare of fenfibility and reflexion, from 
one whofe countrymen are in general in a 
very fmall degree removed from a lavage 
ftate, excited in me a warm defire of ren- 
dering my patient a fervice. Among the 
many queftions he put to me, he aflifed 
what was cuftomary for our judges in E,ng- 
land ^o receive as a reward for their fer:- 

vicest 
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vices. Upon my informing him, the Cadi 
was in perfeA aftonifliment : ^ Good God !" 
he exclaimed, *' the emperor alloWs me 
" only fifty ducats (about twelve pdundi 
«* fterling) a year !" 

I wifh I could have it in my pdwer to 
give as favourable an account of my other 
patients at Tar Wd ant, as of this refpcc* 
table old man. The generality of them 
proved infolent, ungrateful, and many, who 
vifited my habitation, notorious thieves. 
From my apartment being in the houfe of 
a Jew, none of whom dare venture to pre- 
vent a Moor from entering, I was from 
taortting to night peftered with Arabs, 
mountaineers, and the worft defcription of 
towns-people, who were feldom fatisfied 
with my advice, but infifted on my either 
giving them money, or fomething elfe equd 
in value. Many I turned out of my room 
by force, whDe with difficulty they re- 
jftrained their refentment at my conduct, 
and every moment threatened to draw their 
knives upon me; to others, who behaved a 
little better, I gave fomething to get rid of 
them 5 and to a third, who were real objects 
pf diQrefs, I with pleafure extended my ut- 

moft 
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moft tiffiftance. On the whole, my fitUft^ 
lion was fuch as to oblige me to complaitt 
of it to the prince, who afterwards allowed 
me a foldier to mount guard conftahtly at 
my door, who had dir^ftions to permit no 
jjerfoh to enter my room without my parti*- 
cukr permiflion* 

It w&s With the greateft pkafure that ift 
abottt a fortnight after my firft attendance 
Oft the prince, I obferved an amendment in 
&is coniplaint. His eye lioW evinced a 
diipofitioh to recover its former pofition j 
at firft he was able only to difcern light 
from darknefs, but he could now diftin- 
j^iih an apple at about ten yards diftance. 
' Thefe flattering appearances entirely re- 
mored every prejudice which at firft arofe 
in the minds of the prince's attendants 5 and 
his highiiefs himfelf acknowledged that he 
had been too hafty in forming his opinion 
of me. The confidence which this fucceft 
oecafioned, induced the prince to admit mc 
ihto his Harem, where there wei^ feverd 
ladies who had occafion for my fervices. 

Though this afforded me an opportunity 
pf feeing the Harem, I ftiall wave a par-r 
Jicular d^fcription of it, as it only diiFered 
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from that of the emperor (which I ftiall 
hereafter very particularly defcribe) by 
being upon a fmaller fcale. 

Upon receiving the prince's orders to at* 
tend hi$ ladies^ one of his friends was im-^ 
mediately difpatched with me to the gat^ 
of the Harem ; with directions to the Ali. 
caide * of the eunuchs to admit myfelf and 
interpreter whenever I thought it neceA 
ikry. 

The eijnuchs, who have the entire charge 
of the women, and who in h& live always 
^mong them, are the children of Negro 
flaves. They are generally either very flborl; 
and fat ; or elfe tall, deformed, and lame. 
Their voices have that particular ton^ which 
is obfeirvable in youths whp are juft arriv* 
ing at manhood ; and their perfons altoge- 
ther afford a difguffing image of v^eaknef? 
and effeminacy. From the truft repofed in 
them by their matters, and the confequencc; 
which It gives them, the eunuchs exceed in 
ipfolence and pride every other clafs of peo- 
ple in the country. They difplayed indeed 
ipmuch of it towards me, that I was oblig- 

f An o&cer, in the general idq^ of the wqx^ 
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cd> in my own defence, to complain of 
them once or twice, and to have them pu- 
niflied. 

Attended by one of thefe people, after 
pafling the gate of the Harem, which is 
always locked, and under the care of a 
guard of eunuchs, we entered a narrow 
and (iark paflagc, which foon brought us to 
the court, into which the women's cham- 
bers opcfU. We here faw numbers of both 
black and white women and children } fome 
concubines, fome Haves, and others hired 
domeftics. 

Upon their obferving the unufual figure 
of an European, the whole multitude in a 
body furrounded me, and expfefled the ut- 
moft aftonifliment at my drefs and appear- 
ance. Some ftood motionlefs, with their 
hands lifted up, •their eyes fixed, and their 
mouths open, in the ufual attitude of won-^ 
der and furprize. Some burft into immo- 
derate fits of laughter ; while others again 
came up, and, with uncommon attention, 
eyed me from head to foot. The parts of 
my drefs which feemed moft to attraft their 
notice were my buckles, buttons, and {lock- 
ings ; for neither men nor women in this 

country 
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country wear jny thing of the kind. With 
reipe^t to the club of my hair, they fcemed 
utterly at a lofs in what view to confider it s 
but the powder which I wore they con- 
ceived to be employed for the purpofe of 
deftroying vermin. Moft of the. children, 
when they faw me, ran away in the moft 
pcrfedt confternation ; and on the whole I 
appeared as Angular an animal, and I dare 
fey had the honour of exciting as nnich cu- 
Tifi&tY. >nd attention, as a lion or a man-tiger 
juft imported from abroad, and introduced 
into a country town in England on a mar- 
ket-day. Every time I vifited the Harem 
I was furrounded and laughed at by this 
curious mob, who, on my entering the gate, 
followed me clofe to the very chamber tQ 
which I wag proceeding, an4 on my return 
univerfally efcorted me put. 

The greateft part of the women were 
uacommonly f%t an4 unwieldy; had bl^cfc; 
wd full eyes, round faces, \^ith fmall nofe^. 
They were of different complexions ; fome 
very fair, fome iallow, and others si^in 
perf^ Negroes. 

One of my new patients beiqg ready l» 
««eeive me, I was defiisdvt© wf^k intp her 

room; 
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toota } where, to my great furprife, I faw 
nothing but a curtain drawn quite acroi? 
the apartment, fimilar to that of a theatr? • 
which feparates the ftage from the audience, 
A female dgmeftic brought a very low ftool, 
placed it near the curtain, and told m^ 
I was to fit down there, and feel hcr 
miftrefs's pulfe. 

The lady, jvho had by this time fum-* 
moned pp ^courage to fpcak, introduced her 
hand from the bottom of the curtain, and 
defired me to inform her of all her com-^ 
plaints, which fhe conceived I might per- 
feftly perceive by merely feeling the pulfe. 
It was in vain to afk her where her pain was 
feated, whether in her ftomach, head,, or 
back; the only anfwer V could procure, 
was a requeft to feel the pulfe of the other 
hand> and then point out the feat of the 
difeafe, and the nature of the pain. 

Having neither fatisiied my curiofity by 
exhibiting her face, nor made me acquainted 
with the nature of her complaint, I was 
0nder the ncceffity of informing her in po*^ 
iitive terms, that to underftand the difeaii 
it was abfolutely neceflary to fee the tongue, 
a^ well as to feel the pulfe; and that with-^ 

out 
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out it I could do nothing for Jier. My elo- 
quence, Or rather that of my Jewifh in- 
terpreter, was, however, for a long time 
exerted in vain; and I am perfuaded (he 
would have difmiflcd me without any fur- 
ther enquiry, had not her invention fup* 
plied her with a happy expedifent to remove 
her embarraffment. She contrived at laft 
to cut a hole through the curtain, through 
which flie extruded her tongue, and thus 
complied with my injundlion as far as it 
was neceflary in a medical view, but moft 
efiedlually difappointed my curiofity. 

I was afterwards ordered to look at an- 
other of the prince's wives, who was af- 
fected with a fcrophulous fwelling in her 
neck. This lady was, in the fame manner 
as tjie other, at firft excluded from my 
fight ; but as fhe was obliged to fhew me 
her complaint, I had an opportunity of fee- 
ing her face, and obferved it to be very hand- 
fome. I was informed that (he had been 
at one period the favourite of the prince, 
But owing to this defedl he had in a great 
meafure deferted her; and this circumftance 
accounts for the extreme anxiety which 

fh« 
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fhe feemed to exprefs to get rid of this dif- 
^greeable difeafe; 

. As foori as I had examined her neck, fhe 
took oW from her drefs the whole of her 
gold trinkets, which were very numerous, 
and of confiderable value, put theiii intd 
my handi and defired me to ciire her ; pro- 
inifinga ftill greater reward if I fucceeded. 
Confcious of the uncertainty of tendering 
her any material fervice^ I immediately re- 
turned the pr6fent> and aflured het that fhd 
might depehd on my giving all proper re- 
medies a fair trial, but that I could riot bd 
anfwerable for their fuccefs. There is no- 
thing more unpledfaht than the inability ol" 
giving reafonable ground for hope; when it 
|)romifes to be producaive of fo much hap- 
pinefs to a fellow-creature. It was with 
pain I obferved that this poor lady, though 
fomewhat cheered, was yet diflatisfied With 
my reply -, fhe could not refrain from fhew- 
ing evident marks of difappoihtment,^ and 
even difpleafuri, at my helitation^ by fay- 
ing, fhe always underflood that a Chriflian 
phyfician coiild cure every difeafe- 

During the courfe of my attendance in 
the HareM, I had an opportunity of Iw-^ 
^ L ing 
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ing moft of the prince's women, who, cx^ 
clufive of the four wives allowed him by 
his religion, were about twenty in number, 
and who did not, like his wives, difcover 
that invincible reludtance to the difplay of 
their beauty. They. at firft prdved very 
troublefome patients ^ for upon my not tel-^ 
ling them all their complaints inunediately 
upon feeling the pulfe, they confidercd qjie 
as an ignorant empiric, who knew nothing 
of my profeffion. Befides this, I found 
that each of them flattered themfelves with 
almoft an inftantaneous cure. In fliort^ 
after many fruitlefs effort^ to teach thofe tq 
reafon who had hitherto never made tho 
fmalleft ufe of their underjftandings, I was 
at laft obliged to adapt my deportment to 
the capacities of my patients, and foon ao* 
quired among them as much undeferyed 
commendation as I had incurred unmerk- 
cd reproach. 

Moil of the women in the Harem were 
under thirty years of age, of a corpulent 
habit, and of a very aukward gait* Their 
knowledge of courfe, from having led a 
life of total feclufion from thp world, was 
cntirdy confined to the occurrences in their 

HAREKfc 
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Haremj where, as they were allowed a 
free accefs to each other, they converfed 
open fuch fubjeds as their uninformed un- 
derftandings ferved to furnifh them with. 
They are never fufFered to go out, but by 
an^xfcefs ordeHh>m the prince; and then 
only when removing from one place of re- 
fidence to another. I in general found them 
extremely ignorant, proud, and vain of their 
perfons, even to a degree which bordered 
upon childifhnefs. Among many ridiculous 
queftions, they afked my interpreter if I 
^ could read and write; upon being anfwered 
' Jn the affirmative, they expreffed the utmoft 
furprife and admiration at the abilities of the 
Chriftians. There Was not one among them 
who could do either; thefe rudiments of 
learning are indeed only the lot of a &w of 
their men, who on that account are named 
Talbs, or explainers of the Mahometan 
law. 

Aniong the concubines of the prince ther« 
wjre fix female flaves of the age of fifteen ' 
w^o were prefented to him by a Moor of 
diftinaion. One of thefe was defcended 
from an Engli/h renegado, another from a 
^ 2 Spanifli, 



j^S, A TOUR TQ MOROCCO, ffo,' 

Spanifh, and the other four were of Moorifhr 

cxtraftipn. 

Where the more folid and ufeful accom«- 
plifhments are leaft cultivated^ a tafte is 
often found to prevail for thofe which are 
purely ornamental and frivolous. Thefe de- 
voted viftims of libidinous pleafure received 
a daily leflbn of mufic, by order of the prince^ 
from a Moor who had pafled fome little time 
in London and Italy, where he had acquired 
a flight knowledge of that fcience. I had 
an opportunity of being prefent at one oi 
thefe performances, but cannot lay I re- 
ceived much amufement, in a mufical view^ 
from my vifit. It was a concert vocal and 
inftrumental: the inftruments ufed upon 
this occafion were the mandoline, a kind of 
violin with only two firings, and the tabor. 
The principal objedl in their performance 
feemed to be noife; it was without the leaft 
attention to melody, variety, or tafte, and 
was merely drawing out a wild and melan- 
choly ftrain, 

Converiation, however, forms the prin- 
cipal entertainment in thefe gloomy retire- 
ments. When I vifited the Harem, I 
never found the women engaged in any 

other 
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tstlier employment than that of coaverfing 
on the ground in circles. In fad:, as all 
their needle-work is performed by JewefTes, 
and their cookery, and the management of 
their chambers, by their flaves and domef- 
tJcs, of which they have a proportionable' 
number, according to the favour they are in 
with the prince, it is not eafy for theni to 
find means x>f occupying their time, and' 
particularly fince none of them are able to* 
ifeid or write. It is impoffible, indeed, to 
reflcd on the fituation of thefe unfortunate 
women without the moft lively fentiments 
of compaffion. Excluded from the enjoy- 
ment of frefh air and exercife, fo neceflary 
for the fupport of health and life ; deprived 
of all fociety but that of their fellow-fuf- 
ferers, a fociety to which moft of them 
would prefer folitude itfelf ; they are only to 
be confidered as the moft abjeft of flaves 
-^—flaves to the vices and caprice of a Keen-* 
tious tyrant, who cxz&s even from his v^dves 
themfelves a degree of fiibmiflion and refped: 
which borders upon idolatry, and which 
God and nature never meant fhould be paid 
to a mortal. 

L 3 , After 
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After the lapfe of a third week, there 
was a confiderable amendment in the prince's 
complaint. He began to diftinguifh verjr 
large writing; and he affurcd me that he had 
written with his own hand a letter to the 
emperor, wherein he informed him of«4hj? 
relief my attendance had afforded him* 
afTuring me, that his father would re-^ 
ward me very handfomely if I effeftejj * 
cure.. 

Our intercourfe was at this time iiii^ 
proved into intimacy. He ufed to fee me 
without referve, and often at a time wheij 
Ji^ had his women with him, which, I was 
informed, was a ,mark of ponfidence with 
which no other man had ever befbre been 
honoured. He made me feel their pulfes^ 
jand obliged one pf them, who was remarks 
ably fat and unwieldy, to be held on the 
floor by two of the others, while I dropped 
into her eye fome of the fame pjedicin© 
which I had occafion to apply to his. Thp 
violent but temporary pain brought on by 
this application produced an immoderate fit 
of laughter in the prince, as well as in the 
other ladies; and the objeft of it, though 
^p moft violent pain, to evince her refpe^l 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, lie. 151 

to his royal highnefs, declared it to be a very 
plcafant fcnfation. * 

Upon other occafions he would detain 
me for two, and fometimes three hours, 
enquiring concerning European cuftoms, 
and particularly thofe of the Englifh, their 
religion, laws, and government. He made 
fome comments upon what I told him, 
manifefted an earneft defire of information, 
and appeared greatly interefted in the con- 
verfation. At other times, when he had 
been put out oS humour, after I had felt his 
pulfe, and adminiftered to him the medi- 
cines, he would difmifs me without afking 
me to fit down, or even blowing me to atk 
any further queftions. — But the curiofity 
of the reader is probably by this time ex- 
cited refpedling the perfon and character 
of this prince; and perhaps it cannot be 
gratified at a more convenient part of the 
Narrative. 

MuLEY Absulbm is of the. middle fize, 
of rather a corpulent habit, and about thirty- 
five years of age. 'His features are very 
ihuch disfigured by the great defedt in. his 
eyes I the catarad having entirely obfcurcd 
L 4 one 
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one of them, and the other being drawn 
quite on one fide by the violence of the para-^ 
lytic aiFe(9:joa. Thcfe cifcumftances^ joined 
to the great natural fize and prominency of 
both eyes, a bad fet of teeth, and a fallow 
complexion, will not allow me to fay that 
the prince has the fmalleft pretenfions to 
the chs^radler of handfome. His drefs wa^ 
the fame as that of other Moors^ which I 
fhall hereafter defcribe, except a fiik taflel 
%o his turban, which i§ in this country a 
diftindive piark of royalty. When I firft 
faw hinij he was covered with a loofe fur- 
tout, made of red woollen cloth, and edged 
with fiir-fkin, which the Moors term a 
CAFTAN. Indeed the only diftindtion of 
drefs in this country is in the good or bad 
qualities of the materials. I have feen in- 
ftances of private Moors, whofe drefs was 
jiiuch richer than that of apy pf the princes^ 
or eVen of the emperor himfelf. . The at- 
tendants of the prince coqfifted principally 
of foldiers, of which he has an unlimited 
^ number, pages, who are generally about his 
perfon, black eunuchs, and a few black 
flavest 

The 
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The charai^r of Muley Absulem h 
jjjarked with lefs of feyerity and cruelty than 
that of the greater part of the Moorifli 
princes; it pqAeflfes however, at .the farnc 
time, lefs of that fagacity, acutenefs, and 
^dtivity, which is fo neceiTary for the govern-? 
ment of fo uncivilized a people as the Moor§^ 
To be explicit^ this prince is naturally of ^ 
xoild and indolent difpofition ; immoderately 
indulgent to his paflions, when he cap enjoy 
them without muqh trouble 5 an^i very little 
ambitious of fame. 

Till very lately he had accuftomed him^ 
fclf to drink, to a very great excefs, flrong^ . 
bjandy; that he has now entirely relin- 
<jui(hed, and his principal paflion lince has 
been the love of women, which engroffes 
t|ie whole of his attention and time. I 
obferved, however, that he allowed his la- 
dies much more indulgtence than is in ge- 
neral cuftomary among the Moors ; and I 
fpund that even in his prefence they con- 
Vjcrfed ajziong each other with as much 
freedom as if they had been by them- 
f^lves. 

From the fketch which I have given of 
jt^ prince's charadler, it will be no difficult 

matter 
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matter to difcovcr the reafons why his 
father's wiflies for appobting him his fucr 
ceflbr were difappointed. He wa« rich, it 
is true, but a great part of his wealth was 
fquandcred on fenfual gratifications ; and the 
total want of energy in his character prcr 
vented his fecuring friends in a country, 
where cruelty and great aiftivity are con- 
fidered as the only charafteriftics of fovcr 
reignty. 

The advantages of hereditary fucceffion 
can only be feen by contemplating the ftate 
of thofe monarchies where it does not exift. 
In Morocco, where there is no regular or 
iixed order of fucc.effion, though the em- 
peror is indulged in the formality of nomi- 
nating his fucceflbr, yet the fword fupplies 
the place of right; and that prince who can 
acquire' the greateft number of friends, and 
confequently the ftrongeft army, fucceeds 
to the throne. This circumftance is often 
attended with the moft fatal efFeds, and has 
^ven rife to thofe bloody revolutions which 
from one period to another have fhaken and 
depopulated the empire of Morocco, The 
emperor Sidi Mahomet, from having no 
competitors, enjoyed a much more peaceful 

reign 
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rcign than any of his prejieceflbrs. How 
for his fucccflbr, "who has fcveral brothers, 
each feeling an equal claim to the throne^ 
will be equally fuccefsful^ time only mu^ 
4et:enninei. 
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Hefcripthn of Tarudant. — Country tf 
Vled de Non. — Markets for the Sale 
ef Cattle. — Extraordinary Amendment in 
the Prince* & Complaint. — Great Civility 
from tivo Moors.-^Singular Adventure. — 
^he Prince ordered on a Pilgrimage ta 
Mecca* — Intercejion in Favour of the 
lEsngliJh Captives. — UnexpeSied Order tOt 
repair to Morocco. 

AS it IS, quite un^fliionable in this coim^ 
try to go even to the next ftreet on 
foot^ and as my fituation was at fome dif- 
tance from that of the prince, bis highnefs 
made me a prefcnt of an horfe,. whi<;h^ 
however, I could not fay was one of the 
beft in the country. But as I had once 
engaged in this fervice, I conceived it my 
intereft to make the beft of every fituation^ 
In the hours, therefore, when my perfonal 
attendance oA my patient was not demanded^ 
I frequently made ufe of my Rofinante,. 
8 both 
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both for the purpofe of cxercife, and for 
the gratificatioft of my curiofity in vifiting 
everything which appeared worthy of in- 
^dtion. The following are the principd 
obfervations which I was able to coiled in 
the courfe of my i^xcurlions ; and I flatter 
myfelf they will ^rve at leaft to give a 
general idea of the city where I reilded, 
and its environs. 

Tarudant, now the capital of the pro- 
vince of Suz, was formerly^ wlule the em- 
pire was divided into petty ftates, the me- 
tropolis of a kingdom. It lies in a fine 
but uncultivated plain, about twenty mHes 
to the Soi^th of the Atlas, and may be* 
confidcred as the frontier town of that pttrt, 
of the emperor's dominions. . The emperor* 
it is true, claims the fovereignty of the 
4eiert of Zahara, and the territory of 
Vjled de Non. But bis authority over 
that part of the country is almoft nominal ; 
as it entirely depends on the caprice and 
inclination of the Arabs who inhabit it ; 
and who, from their diflant iituation from 
the feat of government, are more properly 
under the dominion of their own chiefs. 
They acknowledge the emperor to be their 

fovereign. 
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fovereign, and the head of their church, 
and occafionally pay him tribute as fuch ^ 
but they pay no attention whatever to his 
particular orders, and over their interior 
government he has not the leaft controul. 

Thefe people confift of different tribes' 
of Arabs, who live in tents without any 
fixed places of refidence. They wander 
over the country in fearch of plunder, and 
are fuppofed, on fome occafions, to extend 
their depredations as far as Nigritia, whence 
they carry off Negroes. They profefs the 
Mahometan religion, though they inter- 
mix- it with a great portion of idolatry ; 
and in the deferts, where no water can be 
procured for the purpofe of ablution, they 
fubftitute fand* Their manner^ of treating 
thoie unfortunate mariners who have the 
misfortune to be fhipwrecked on their coaft, 
I {hall hereafter have occafion to repre- 
fent* 

The walls of Tarudant, now half in 
ruins, are very qxtenfive, aad enclofe a much 
larger fpace of ground than is occupied by 
the- buildings. The houfes, which are comf 
pofcd of earth and mud, beaten very tight 
in it wooden cafe, and left to be dried by 

the 
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the fun, have only apartments on the ground 
floor; and as each houfe is furrounded by " 
a garden and wall, the place altogether 
bears a greater refemblance to a well-peopled 
fpot of country, or a colledion of hamlets, 
than a town. This idea is much increafed 
by the number of lofty palm, or date trees, , 
which are intermixed with, and overlook the 
houfes, affording altogether a very rural ap- 
pearance. The apartments are in general 
mean and inconvenient, and principally in- 
habited by the lower clafs of mechanics,, 
as there are very few Moors of diftindion 
refiding at Tarudant. It is true, when 
the prince is there, he brings with him 
all his attendants and friends, but they^ 
generally live in the caftle, and are by no 
means to be considered as the inhabitants 
of the town. 

From the irregular and ftraggling man- 
ner in which the town is built, it is im- 
poflible to form a conjefture concerning the 
number of houfes and inhabitants it con** 
tains. As its extent, however, is conlider- 
able, it may be accounted an imj)artant and 
populous city, when compared with raoft 
of the others in the emperor's dominions- . 
S The 
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The principal mahufadtiires at TARiri 
DAN T are making of fine haicks, andf 
the working of copper, which is procured 
in great plenty from a neighbouring minc^ 
They have a regular market twice a week>: 
where all kinds of cattle and provifions are 
brought to be difpofed of. For the fele of 
horfes and mules the proprietor of the mar-^ 
ket employs men on purpofe to ride, and 
exhibit the beafts to the b^ft advantage^ 
and afterwards to put them up to public 
audtion. In thefe fales, if thehigheft bid- 
der does, not offer a price agreeable to the 
owners, they are at liberty to refufe felling 
them. This cuftom prevents many of thofe 
impofitions in the fale of cattle, which too 
frequently prevail in European fairs and 
markets- By thus putting the cattle up 
to public audion, thofe perfons who have 
really good ones will in general get their 
full price for them; and thofe buyers, who 
from their ignorance might be liable to b^ 
impofed upon, can without niuch difficulty 
form a tolerable idea of the real value of 
the animal by the price which others bid. 

The Jewdry is a miferable place, fitu- 
atcd about a quarter of a mile from the; 

town* 
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tbWfa; The inhabitants are in the moft 
Bbje<3: ftate of poverty and fubjedioii, and 
when they enter the Moorifh town are 
obliged to go barefooted. The caftki 
which is very extenfive^ and fituated half- 
way between the town arid DaR Beyda^ 
the refidence of the prince, is enclofed in 
a tolerably neat garden, which was planned 
by a Frenchnriian. It is divided into three 
parts; one for the prince, which he oc-* 
cafionally ufes, the other for his womenj 
named the Harem*, and the third for all 
thofe who are in the fervice of the prince* 

As the prince's recovery became daily 
obfervable^ I thought I might venture to 
try him with a large watch which I had 
with me, to fee whether he could point 
out the time of the day* In this he 
fuccceded very well, and had difcernment 
enough to obferve, that it was an old watch, 
and in part broken. He therefore begged 
my acceptance of a very elegant gold one, 
requefting of me to wear it inftead of the 

* Europealis have in general an idea, that the place 
idlotted for the women to live in is named the Seragliot 
'This is quite erroneons. Seraglio means properly a palace, 
kmi ihe womjBn's place of refidence is thjp Harem. 

M other* 
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Other* The handibme manner in whic& 
his highnefs made this prefent, gave me 
a much more flattering idea of his character 
than his condudt afterwards warranted. But 
we arc to recoMed:, that he was^ then in the 
aA of receiving a benefit from me; that the 
journey which he was afterwards obliged to 
undertake, put it out of my power to render 
him any further fervice ; and therefore, to an 
illiberal and uncultivated mind, the motive 
for continuing any ads^ of generofity or 
kindhefs no longer exifted. 

In the courfe of my vifits to the prince^ 
I oecafionally met with two Moors, one of^ 
whom had been in Italy for fome timc^ 
and the other in England, who could fpeak 
a little of the Englifli language, I men* 
tion thefe men not only from motives of 
gratitude, but alfo to evince, that it is by 
improving the mind, and by converfing with 
refined and civilized people only, that we 
are able to conquer illiberal prejudices-. 
From an impulfe of benevolence, for it 
could proceed from no other motive, iince 
they had not received the fmalleft favour 
from me, they in a fliprt time contracted £9 
warm a friendship for me, that had I been 

their 
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'ttitir neareft relation, they could not have 
fhewn it in a ftronger manner than I ex^ 
perienced^ 

They not only cxpreffed their diftrefs at 
feeing me in a country where I muft be 
continually fubjedt to infult, and where thd 
manner of living niuft be (6 very dijSerent 
from that to which they knew by their 
own experience 1 had been accuftomed, but 
they alfo took me to their hoafes> intro- 
duced me to their wives> and defired them 
to take the fame care of me as of their own 
Family. This was not all; they urged me 
to allow one of them to go into fbmebthef* 
apartments, which they could obtain from 
the prince> and almoft infifted upon my 
accepting of theirs ^ To this friendly pro- 
poial> however, I could not accede. Indeed 
I was in daily expeftation of taking pof- 
feffion of the apartments promiled me by 
the prince ; and had it been oth«rwife I 
could never have intruded fo mu6h upon 
their friendfliip as to have confented to 
this requeA. They continually, however, 
^obliged me to accept of tea and fiigar, and 
many other articles, which from their fcar- 
eity at Tarudant were very valuable. 

Ma Of 
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Of money they knew I was ' not in want^ 
as I drew upon Mr. Hutchifon's agent for 
that article; but of thofe little rarities 
which they frequently fent to the prince, 
I was always kindly compelled to take my 
ihare. Had thefe two eftimable perlbns 
received all the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation, what an ornament would they have 
proved to fociety, and of what extenfive 
utility to their nation ! 

On returning home from one of my vifity 
to the prince, and having paffed the gate- 
way, which is very lofty, and lekds to the 
town, I was furprized at hearing a number 
of voices from above calling out very loudly, 
TiBiB, Tibib! (Dodor, doftor!) — On 
looking back I obferved Muley Omar, one 
ofSiDi Mahomet's fons, and half-brother 
to Muley ABstJLEM, fitting in great ftate 
on the centre of the wall over the gate- 
way, with a number of his attendants on 
each lide of him. I immediately rode up 
to the prince, and found him a tolerably^ 
good looking young man, of about two-and- 
twenty. He was rather of a dark com- 
plexion, and his features were ftrongly mark- 
ed with good nature. After the ufual falu-» 

tation. 
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lation, and having anfwered his. queftiont 
whether I approved of the horfe his bro- 
ther had given me, I took my leave ; but 
could not poffibly conceive the reafbn why 
a perfon of his confequence fhould be feat- 
ed in fb flrange a place. I had not ridden 
fer, before I obferved about an hundred 
Moors on horfeback, who were upon the 
full gallop, and firing at each other in a 
ftrange and irregular manner. I now was 
informed that this was a (ham fight, per- 
formed for the amufement of the prince, 
who had chofen the top of the gateway for 
bis place of obfervation. 

As I found it an eafier liiatter to keep 
mynMnd employed in the day-time than in 
the evening, I accuftomed myfelf to go to 
bed, as well as to rife, very early. One 
evening I had not retired to reft more than 
three hours, when I was alarmed by a noife^ 
which I at firft imagined was occafioned by 
thieves .getting into the houfe. There had 
been lately a great number of robberies at 
Tarudant committed by the Arabs, who, 
9s the houfes in general were conftrudled of 
Ijothing but mud, had a cuftom of making 
It Jiole in the wall large enough to admit 
M 3 themfelves 
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tiiemfelvcs through, without occafionmg 
the leaft alarm to any of the family. This 
I conceived to be the cafe, and fuppofcd 
that the noife I heard arofe from the acci- 
dental falling down of part of the wall. 

I immediately got up and flew to the 
doof, which was already opened by my 
interpreter, "^o had rifen before me, and 
there I obferved the whole of my neigh-, 
hours with lights in their ha^nds,^ and in 
their fhirts and fhifts, in a perfeft ftatc of 
confternation. They were flanding as if 
totally unconfcious where they were, and 
without the power of fpeech. Indeed the. 
alarm had occafioned the fame apprehenfions 
in them that it had in me, and they had 
Juft advanced as far as the fpot where I lirft 
faw them, without havipg the refolution to 
examine any further into the caufe of thq 
?ioife, 

My interpreter, though but little better 
than the others, had fummoned up courage 
enough to approach the fpot whence the 
noife arofe; he there found that one fourth 
of the houfe, which was built in a fquarc, 
with a coqrt in the centre, had entirely 
faUco down^ and bMried in |ts ruins tw^ 
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Jews, who were fleeping in the fallen apart- 
ment, I immediately affifted, and we fooa 
brought the' two men into my room, where 
I examined them . very . particularly, and 
found them fpeechlefs— but fpeechlefs only 
from fright, I muft confefs this accident, 
which had occafioned a crack in my apart- 
ment, increafed my anxiety to change it, 
as it was impoflible to fay how foon I might 
be in the fame predicament with the two 
Jews whom I and my interpreter had ex- 
tricated from the ruins ; but notwithfland- 
ing all my importunities I could not per- 
fuade the prince's mafons to work faft 
enough to prove of any utility* 

Among the many inconveniences which 
I experienced at Tarudant, were the 
'frequent infults I received in the ftreet^, 
for which I could certainly have had re- 
drefs, but the number of new faces which 
were daily appearing, made applications for 
it entirely ufelefs. One day in my way to 
the prince I was infulted by an ill -looking 
Moor, who, under the fandion of a Sha- 
lijp*, thought himfelf juftifiable in fo 

• Sh/lrifs are men who profefs themfclves to be the 
defcendants of Mahpmet, and on that account are l^eld in 
gr^at eftcem, 

M 4 doing. 
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doing, and therefore in a very rude manner 
ran his mule dire<ftly upon me, with an in-r 
tention of either giving me a fevere blow> 
or of frighting my horfe. I immediately 
expoftulated with him upon the impro- 
priety of fuch brutal behaviour; upon which 
he told me I might go to the devil, for he 
was a Sharif. Upon this I found it 
neceflary to explain to him that I was fur- 
geon to his prince, who from being goverr 
nor of the province, and from having me 
under his immediate protedtion, would pay 
very little ^attention to his being a Sharif^ 
but would punilh him in fuch a manner as 
his condu6t merited ; that I was then going 
to his highnefs, and as I was well ac- 
quainted with his name, (hould make my 
complaint of him. With a meannefs pro- 
portioned to his pride, this haughty Sha- 
rif turned back his mule, and offered any 
atonement I could point out, even that of 
going down uppn his knees, if I would 
forgive this offence, for he dreaded the idea 
of his infolence being made known to the 
prince. I immediately confented to accept 
his fubmiffion, but admonifhed him, though 
a Sharif, to be cautious in future how hq 
committed fuch a breach of hofpitality a§ 
to infult a flrangerv. 

At 
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At the end of the fourth week, the prince 
Jnformed me that he had received ordeni 
from the emperor to pre|mre himfelf to 
proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca, but 
-that it was his intention to take me up to 
Morocco, where he would introduce mo 
to his father, whence I was to accoov» 
pany him to Fez and Mequinez, where 
he would give me a detachment of foldiers, 
which fliould condu<ft me to Tangier^ 
^* By thefe means," added his highnefs, 
*^ you will have an opportunity of telling 
*^ your brother Chriftians what a number 
^ of ' fine places you have feen in i^his 
** country." His departure from Taru-.. 
DANT, however, was not t;o take place for 
fome weeks, fo that it would not interfere 
with the plan of cure which I was at pre- 
fent purfuing. 

In the courfe of our converfktion, during 
the different tiipes I vifited the prince, I re- 
peatedly urged- him to redeem out of his 
captivity Captain Irvipg, the mafter of the 
(hipwrecked Guinea-man, agreeably to his 
promife, and always received the flrongeft 
affurances that my requefts i^vould be com-t 
olied with 5 but hitherto nothing had been 

dpne, 
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d{mc# I therefore proceeded upon another 
plan, which as it operated to the intercft 
of the prince, I flattered nyrfelf would be 
attended with more fuccefs. I told him 
^ that Captain Irving was a phyfician, whom 
I knew to be a man of great abilities (for he 
really was brought up to the profeflSon) and 
that his advice was highly neceflfary in order 
to promote and facilitate my plan of cure, 
and therefore I wiflicd him to be fent for 
immediately* The prince, though iatisfled 
Ivith my condu<9:, was highly pleafed with 
^ idea of novelty, and foon obtained the 
emperor's permiflipn to fend for him up tq 
Xarwdant. 

Having no European with whom I coujd 
converfe,,and refiding among the very worft 
part of the Moors, who harafled me at 
one time with their folicitations for relief, 
and at another with their infolence, it will 
wfily be conceiv^ that my time was not 
ipent in the moft agreeable manner poflibl^ 
at Tarujpant. My attendance however 
pn the prince, and the apparently great 
ftniendment in his health, ferved in fom^ 
fncafure to k^ep up my fpirits, amufe me^. 
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find enable me to bear my fituation widi 
paticnos. 

At the expiration of five weeks, during 
which time the prince exprefled the moft 
perfeft fatjsfaction at the relief which I hait. 
jiip^rded him> an order came down from the 
emperor, commanding' my immediate prc^ 
fence at Morocco. It may well be con-^^ 
ceived that I could not receive this order 
without ftrong emotions of chagrin and 
furprife. From the well-known difpofition 
pf thefe people, I was aware that had any 
accident happened to the prince during my 
attendance pn him, fuch an order would 
probably h^ve been the confcquence 5 but 
to remove me from my patient, at a time 
when his highnefs was continually informing 
his father of his amendment, was a myftery 
which I coijld not unfold. I repeatedly 
urged the prince to explain the reafon of thi? 
extraordinary condud: in the court ; but he 
was either unable or unwilling to afford m^ 
gny information. 

Confcious how ufelefs and abfurd the at-» 
tempt WQuld be to withftand a pofitiye order 
pf the emperor, in a government fo unconi^ 
0|onlv dcf|)ot:ic^ and reflefting upon the fa-. 

VOurable> 
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.vourablc ftate of the prince's health, after 
- revolving the queftion again and again with- 
in my own mind, I in the end (fo ready are 
our imaginations to flatter us on every occa- 
. fion) brought myfelf to hope that the 
journey might prove rather to my advantage 
than otherwife* How egregioufly deceived 
I was in thofe hopes the fequel will fuffici- 
cntly prove. A gold watch, w indifferent 
horfe, and a few hard dollars, forged into 
aiy hand contrary to my inclination, were 
the princely and magnificent rewards which 
I received for taking a journey of five hun- 
dred miles, and an afiliduous attendance oh 9Q 
ungrateful defpoti 
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journey over Mount Atjuis from Taru-*. 
DANT to Morocco. "^Retinue.^^Dan^ 
gerous Paffage over Mount Atlas,— 
Defcription of Mount Atlas.— -iVlj- 
tural FroduBions."^ Animals. -^Beautif id 
Vallies.— Manners and Cu/ioms of' the 
Br EBBS. — PiSiurefque Views in the Moun^ 
tains. ' 

ON the 30th of November, between 
feven and eight in the morning, I 
took my leave of the prince, having previ- 
oufly intreated him to continue his courfe 
of medicines, and l(?ft Tar ud ant, under 
the charge of an Alcaide, and two foldiers 
of the Negro cavalry, who carried up the 
annual prefent from the prince to the em- 
peror, of fixhorfes and three boxes of money, 
Thefc, with my interpreter, a Jew, who 
fcrved both as cook and groom, and a mule- 
teer, who had the charge of my baggage, 
were my party for the journey. 

Between 
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Between twelve and one at noon we af# 
lired at the foot of Mount Atla^ about 
twenty miles from Tarudant, vraere we 
pitched a very elegant tent, which the 
prince had procured for me, adjoining to 
fome Moorifli huts. We found the coun-* 
try in our way hither a woody and uncuki- 
tated plain. 

On the following day at fix in the morn- 
ing we ftmck the tent, and immediately 
began to afcend Mount Atlas. For near 
four hours we had one continued, difficult, 
and fatiguing afcent, owing to the road be- 
ing narrow, rocky, and fteep. From its 
abrupt and angular turnings the Moors 
diftinguifh it by an Arabic name, which 
iignifiA the camel's neck« 

In many places, and particularly on the 
higher parts of the mountain, befides the 
inconvenience of a rocky road, which was 
only broad enough to allow one mule with 
difficulty to pafs, we had a tremendous 
perpendicular precipice on one fide^ and 
even in fome places, where the mountain^ 
confifted of only a narrow ridge of rock, on 
both. It was aftonifhing to obferve with 
what eaie and fafety^our mules afcended and 
6 defcended 
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defcended the rough and uoeven paths over 
j the mountains, without putting us under 

' the neceility of difmounting. By two in 

the afternoon we began to defcend, and ar- 
rived at a fmall village, in the centre of 
which we pitched the tent. 

On- the following morning, at a little be^ 
fore fix, we proceeded on our journey, and 
at five in the evening arrived at the termi- 
nation of the mountains, where we ilept^ 
ihzt night. The firft part of this day*s 
journey was a defcent on a moft dreadfully 
fteep and rocky road, which at laft brought 
us into a beautiful vale, between two very 
high mountains, which inunediately opens 
into the plains of Morocco, in a manner 
that is truly pidturefque and fublime« 

I confefs it would have gratified me ta 
have prolonged my ftay for a little while in 
thefe mountams, fo fertile in objed:s inte-» 
refting to curiofity. The few obfervations 
which I was able to colled: in my pafTage 
over them I fhall, however, prefent to my 
• readers, without any further apology. 

The Atlas are a chain of high moun-^ 

^ ' tain^, interfered with deep vallies, which 

txtend from the Eaftearn to the Weftero^ 

parts 
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parts of Barbary; dividing it intd two parti 
or fcdions. Thofa to tlie Weftward, from 
their height, are named the Greater 
Atlas, and thofe to the Eaftward the 
Lesser^ So immenfe is. the height of 
thefe mountains, and particularly of thofe 
in the neighbourhood of Morocco^ that 
though fo far to the Southward, their fum- 
mits are perpetually covered with: fnow^ 
When MuLEY Absulem^ the foll<pwing 
January^ paffed over the lame track which 
I had paffed in December, it fnowed the 
whole way; and from Morocco we at 
that time could not difcover any part of 
the mountains which was not completely 
white* 

The atmofphere near their fummits ii 
intenfely cold^ to a degree indeed which is 
frequently found to be deftrud:ive to ani- 
mal life. I was well informed that fome 
Brebes, who had attempted to afcend the 
Jiigheft part of the mountain, died immedi- 
ately on the fpot, while others who were 
engaged in the fame attempt were obliged, 
to return with the utmoft precipitancy. 

A.S December was not the moft favour- 
able feafon for botanical refearches^ I faw 

littk 
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litde vegetation oh the mountalnSt except 
the arga^tree, on whkh I have alread^r 
made fome remarks when ipeaking of the 
natnral produiStions of the country in gene- 
nd^ but I ana informed from the beft au- 
thority, that in the fpring thefe ^mountains 
aboond with an innumeriable variety of tni* 
rious plants. Indeed Z have great reafon <a 
believe the natural philofopher would find 
a nobler icope in this country for his en- 
quiries ^Saasi m almoft any part of the giobe i 
And that the knowledge of medicine^ as well 
as of botany, would be improved by a pfei* 
lo^hioil touf over the Atlas. 

In the interior parts of the moontatitt 
there are, as I have before obferved, nua^c*- 
tons iron-mines, and the Moors have an 
opisiion that there are gold ones alfo ; but 
the tfuth of this has ^not be^ afcertatneii 
J was informed of feveral volcanoes whidi 
leKifted in different parts, but as I did not 
fee liiem, I only give this as a mere xsport i 
^though from the nature of things I casmot 
help repeating, thM I think it higUy pm« 
hable many curious and valnable articles are 
•Concealed in the bowels of thefe unknown 
«tountains, which indolence and want of 

N emulation^ 
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emulation^ fo ftrongly interwoven in thd 
difpofition aiid character of the Moors^ wilt 
not foffer them to explore. 

With rcfpeia to animal produftions> 
Mount At l as abounds with lions, tigers, 
wolves, wild boars, and monftrous ferpcnts* 
But except when the neceffity produced by 
an extremely fevere winter drives tbefeani^ 
mals into the vales or tracks of men, they 
generally confine themfelves to the moft 
inaccefiiUe parts of the mountains. Thifr 
remark, however, is not to be uhderftood 
without exceptions ^ for when I was at 
Tarudant a tiger was killed i^ite clofc 
to the town j and there have beeh ti^nf 
inflances of their ranging far beyond the 
limits of the mountains* The means made 
ufe of by the inhabitants to fecure them^ 
felves from their attacks at night are, by 
making large and numerous wood-fires, 
wliich the wild beafts feldom venture to 
fipproach. When I palled over the mdun^ 
tainsi I met with no animals of prey, except 
ibme remarkably large eagles, : 

On the upper parts^ in fomeplaces, thcfc 
was nothing to be feen but an huge maft 

•of 
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'«f barren and ragged rocks, whofe perpenr 
dicular and itnmenfe heights formed preci- 
pices^ which, upon looking down, filled 
the mind with inexpreffible horror; in 
others, we paiTed through thick and ex- 
tenfivc forefts of the arga-tree, which, 
though it afforded an agreeable variety, be^ 
ing the only vegetable on the mountains, 
very litde leflened the •general appearance 
of barrennefs. 

The vdlies, however, prefented us widi 
a very different fcene. Here we obferved 
numerous villages, gkrdens, and inclofures. 
Which, though in December, were beauti- 
fully covered with verdure, and filled with 
^•fiiiit-trees of every defcription. Corn grew 
at this feafon in the greateft abundance, 
intermixed with plantations of olives and 
oranges, and ferved as the refort of a variety 
'of'finging birds of every defi:ription. In 
feme places fmall cafcades of water ifllicd 
from the rocks and mountains above, uuit- 
ing and forming one continued flream, 
Vifhich plentifully watered the plain. In 
fadt, this fcene afforded the moft pleafing 
J-elief to the mind, after the fatigues and 

N 2 dangers 
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dangers we had experienced in the hi^if^ 
parts of the mountains. » : 

The villages confifted of huts, mdclf 
conftrufted of earth and mud> and Wall^ 
in. They arc very numerous, iand aife h^ 
habited by a fct of people who itit naiiied 
Br EB E s. Thefe people differ tntk^ ftdA 
the Arabs and Moors. They are the ^rigi*- 
nal inhabitants of the country, who ^t thfe 
time of the conqueft by the Arabs fled int6 
thefe mountains, where they have ever fincc 
continued, and in a great measure m^in^ 
tained their independence. Eaxrh village * 
under the direction of a Shaik, who, coff-^ 
trary to the pradtice in the encampment* 
of the Arabs, is an officer of their xmn, 
trhoice. 

The Brebes are a Very athletic Ahd 
ftrong-featured people, patient, and accuf- 
Itomed to hardfhips arid fati^ue^ and feMoHi 
Jeniove far Irom the fpot whete diey reiife. 
They fhave the fore part of the hfea:d, bitt 
fuffer their hair to grow from the crowii . 
as fat behind as the neck. They wfear m 
(hirt or drawers; they are only covered by 
one woollen garment without fleeVes, antl, 

belted 
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h^ted vovifid the middle^ though I have 
fecn fome few cover i^ with the haick. 
Their ^incipal amuiement is in the uie 
«f their mufkets ; ^hey are indeed excellent 
ixxarkfmen, and are very dexterous in twirl- 
ing tb^ir. mufkets round,: throwing them 
very-high in the air, and afterwards catch-r 
ing them. So attached are they to thefe 
inftruments, that they frequently go to the 
expence of fixty or even eighty ducats, to 
ornament them with filver and ivory. 
. Thf ir employment confifts principally in 
cultivating the vallies, locking after their 
cattle, ap4 hunting wild beafls, the ikins 
of which become a very valuable article for 
^e. ;Like the Arabs they have their re- 
j^ular markets for the difpofal of cattle, &c, 
where they either receive money or fome 
other article in exchange. They have fal* 
Icn, in a great meafure, into the cuftoms 
^d religion of the Moors, but they flilji 
retain their original language ; and a Moor 
is frequently obliged to ufe an interpreter 
to enable him to converfe with them. 

^elides thofe who relide in huts in the 
vallies, which are numerous, there are alfo 
pther« who live in caves in the upper parts 
/• . .. N3 * . of 
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of the mountains; fo that the number ojP 
the whole muft be very confiderable. 

From their fecure fituation, theBREBES, 

■» 

although inhabiting a confiderable Xtz& 
within the bounds of the empire, have fre- 
quently proved very troublefome to the 
Moorifh monarchs, fometimes paying them 
tribute, and at others refufing it, according 
to the dictates of their inclination. It is 
not long fince a general revolt took place 
among the Brebes, which obliged the em- 
peror to fend a large amiy to fubduc them ; 
but he fucceeded no farther than to oblige 
them to difperfe, without eitheir conquer- 
ing them, or gaining the point at whicK-"he 
aimed, which was to compel them to the 
payment of the tribute he demanded. Thci 
iituation indeed of thefe mountains does not 
admit of the operations :of a large army; 
for the mountaineers, accuftomed to climb 
up into the almoft inacceflible receffes, fbcm 
get beyond the reach of enemies who never 
before had made the attempt. 
, Befide the Brebes, many Jews refidc 
in the vallies, aiid poflefs feparatc habitations 
or villages. Thefe people are employed in 
the trifling mechanical occupations which 

the 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fcfr. iSj 

the Brebes require. Indeed I believe there 
is no part of the world .where the Jews are 
(o completely difFufed over the face of the 
country, or where. they are fo feverely op- 
frcScdp as in Barbary. 

In one of the places where I flept in 
thefe vallies, foon after I got under my. 
tent, I was amufed with the found of an 
inftrument very much refembling the bag- 
pipe^ and producing a wild and melancholy 
ikrwk. Cuiioi^s to know the nature of 
the inftrument, I fcnt for the perfon who 
was playing upon it, and immediately pur- 
chafed it. It proved to be mjide of a com- 
mon canC; about eight inches in length, 
jpcrfcQiy hollow, without any cork pr ftop 
to it, with fxK holes before, and one behind 
for the thumb, bet\yeef| y^hich was a nar- 
row^ brafs plate by way of ornament; it 
had a common *cord fixed to it, for the 
purpofe of hanging it round the neck. It 
in fad altogether fo well corresponded with 
the defcription of the pipe which was ufed 
by the antient ihepherds, that I have little 
doubt of this defcription reviving a few 
cjaffical and romantic ideas in the minds of 
fome readers. 

N 4 It 
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It h by no means a very eafy matter to 
defcribe the dljfierent fenfatioos vrhkh are 
experienced in pafling over thefe wonderful 
mountains. Their immenfe height, the dan^ 
gerous precipices, the vales, which from 
their depth appeared like £o many abjriTeSi- 
infpired altogether an emotion of awe ani 
terror, which may be better conceived than 
cxprefled. On the other hand, the un» 
limited and great variety of profpeifls. difr 
coverable from their fummits, the numerous 
herds of goats and' (beep which were 
fcrambling^ over the almoft perpendicular 
cliffs, and the univerfal barrenneis of the 
mountains, pontrafled with the beautiful 
verdure of the vallies inimediately below, 
formed on the whole a fcene fufiicicntly 
beautiful andpidlurefque^ to counterbalaijce 
the inconveniences we otherwife ftjffpredt 
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jirrivai at Mo r6 QQb*^-^DiJicuJty (^ (^tam^ 

mg an Audience. t — Defcription aftbe Me^ 

-tropotis.^ — Buildings. r^Houfe of the Prime 

Mini/ier.^^TAe CaJile.-^T'he Jewdry^^-^ 

State of the Je'm in Barbary.--^ Account 

if Jacob At.tal, the Emperors 

Jewijh Secretary. — Manners of the Jews 

' in Barbary.-^Jeif^eJes. — Drefs. — Mar^ 

:. riages.'-^DifpoJition for Intrigue in the 

Jewijh Women. — "The EmperQrs Palace 

defcribed^ 

ON the 3d. of December, between five 
and fix in the morning, we pro-. 
iQeeded on our journey, and foon reached a 
fine plain, on which we continued the 
vhole way to Morocco, where we arrived 
on the following day about noon, having 
performed altogether a journey of about 
one hundred and twenty- five miles. 

My firft obje^ on my ^ival was to 
*|bj&|}re myfelf a convenient place of refi« 

dencc 
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d&xtcc in the Jcwdiy; and having accem-p 
plifhed that ^o my iatisfadtion, I immedj-r 
litely took po^ii^n pf ^t^ exp^ng anxi<* 
poOy every hour to be fiimmoned before the 
rmperor* Though, however, his Moori(h 
inajcfty was repeatedly informed of my ar^tj 
rival, yet to my great aftQniflimcqt I <:on- 
tinited a whole month in a ftate of uncer- 
tainty and expeftation, without having it in 
my po>yer to ol][tain an audience, or to be 
informed of the cauie which removed me 
iirprn Tarudant^ 

• The nurnber of anecdotes in ciiculation 
through the town to, my prejudice, excited 
kk me ccttilinual uneafinefs, which even in- 
creafi^d in proportion to the length of time 
l^t had elapfed fince my arrival. By one. 
of the cmpcror^s confidential friends it was 
ipfinuated to me, that his imperial majefty 
had heard I was young; that I was' ad- 
miniftering internal medicines fof..difeafcs 
of the eye, which was a pra6tice totally 
hew and imaccountablfe to them j that Eu- 
ropean medicines^were always powerful and 
violent, and that if I had been fufl^red to aN 
tend the princemuch longer, his conftitutipn 
would have been ruined for ever. . Another * 

even 
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even went fo far as to fay, that the emperor 
fulpedted me of having been employed by 
my countrymen with a view to poifbn his 
foh. 

After much perplexing inveftigation into 
the truth of thefe aflertions, I now dif- 
covered that my journey to Tarudant 
was a private affair, fettled between the 
confui and the prince j that the emperor, 
who at that time was not upon the beft 
terms with the Englifh court, and who had 
already flopped all con^imunication between 
his dominions and thegarrifon of Gibraltar, 
was highly difpleafed that an Englifhm^n 
ihould be introduced, unknown to* him, for 
the purpofe of attending his fon in a medi- 
cal capacity; that his Moorifli phyfician, 
out of pique, had perfuaded the emperor, 
that European medicines were too potent 
for the prince's conftitution, and that in 
reality his fon was in extreme danger while 
under my care; — ^that in fine, all thefe 
arguments weighed fo powerfully with the 
^emperor, that he not only determined on 
imme4iately removing me from the prince, 
but at the fame time ordered fome of my 
medicines to be privately fent up to Mo« 

ROCCO, 
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Eoccoy where they were to undergo a ttrvO^ 
examination by his phyfician^ The caufo 
of my not being honoured with an audience, 
I found to arife from a defire in the cinperor, 
^o be thoroughly informed of the ftatc of 
"die prince's health before he faw me, that 
according to circumftances he might give; 
me a favourable or a cool reception. 

As fome alleviation to the uneafineft 
occafioned by this ftato of fufpenf?, I wa* 
iiow much more comfortably fituated thaj| 
1 had been before at Tarudant^ TIm 
apartment which I had procured waa 
9ne ftory high, in the houfe of a very 
refpedtable family^ and w^ fpacious^ cleans 
and retired* From a Genoefe gentleman 
in the fervice of the emperor, I was ena- 
bled to procure a table, two chairs, two 
difhes, a few plates^ fome knives and 
forks, and a couple of tumbler^. In ad-^ 
dition to this, a Jew offered his fervices 
%s cook, who had lived fome time with an 
European, and who proved an adroit anc| 
ufeful perfon. Provifions of every kind 
were remarkably, plentiful, good,, and cheap. 
For beef and mutton I paid only about two 
pence Engliih a pound, for fine fowls about 

. ^ fix 
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fix pence each, and pigeons wefffe frequently 
ibid at the rate of three halfpence a pak. 
Had I, in addition to all thefe comforts^ 
"been able to have prpcwed a little agreeable 
focfety, my fituation would have hten very 
fupportable; but in that particular I fcarcdy 
pofleiied more advantages than I had dur- 
ing my rcfidencfc at Tarudant. 

The Genoefe gentleman, from whofe 
*houfe I had borro^ved a part of my furni- 
ture, Mras at Mooodoue, and the only 
iSuropeans who were at that time iat Mo- 
rocco, if we except z few -Sj^aniih' arti- 
ficers in the-empetor'^s fervice, wete part df 
the "EiigKfli fcamcn who had been fhip- 
^Wreckfed, a French officer, with fome French 
Teamen, who were alfo captives fromi fimi^ 
lar accident, and three Spanifh friars. Out 
of thefe I could only chufe for tny fociety 
the Ftench officer and the friars. 

With the fiift, us I was acquainted 
1;(rith the French language, Icomld tonvertfc 
pretty fluently, and 1 really found him ^ 
Inoft agreeable companion: he had taken 
his pafla^ on board a veflel bound for die 
I'^rench ffettlements on the cbaft of Guinea, 
whither he ivas proceeding to. join his 

regiment. 
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regiment, and was (hipwrecked on that pait 
^f the coaft of Africa which lies in the 
dire<5)ionof the Canary Ifland^^ This mif*- 
fortune» united to the hardihips which fol^ 
lowed it on his heing carried into ilavery 
by the wild Arabs, and the little pfofped 
which then appeared of his redemption, 
had made a deep imprefllon upon his fpiiits^ 
and fubjedted him to bccaiional attacks of 
hypochondria. The emperor, it is true, 
could not be accufed of ill treating any of 
the captives ; on the contrary, he allowed 
them daily a fmall fum of moneys and per- 
mitted them to walk about at liberty. Hi^ 
detention of them, however, in the country,; 
without any inmiediate profpeft of return- 
ing home, was a fufiicient reafon for them 
ilill to confider themfelves in no other light 
than that of ilavcs* 

The Spaniih friars, who have a fmall 
convent in the Jewdry, and who were 
originally placed there for the purpofe of 
redeeming captives, afr they diftributed me- 
dicines to the poor gratis, confidered them- 
felves as being engaged in the fame pro- 
feflion with myfelf, and received nje very 
hofpitably ; but as, from my not under- 

(landing 
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ftanding their .^angqage, I was obliged to 
Hconverfe with them by means of my inter- 
preter, who fpoke Spanifli, the fociety 
enjoyed with them was very limited indeed. 
I cannot avoid exprcffing my concern for 
the fate of thefe worthy men, who are def- 
' tined to fpcnd the whole of their lives on k 
fpet^eftitute of all civilized fociety, where 
•^ey are continually fubjedled to the caprice 
alxdinfolence of the emperor, as well as of 
4he worft part of his fubjeds. They ap- 
peared to me to be men who had received 
much infornu^tion from reading, as well as 
from obfervation, and they very properly 
employed their time in the duties of their 
profefSon, in the offices of devotion, and ad- 
miniftering medicines to the poor, in ftudjr, 
and in fuch innocent recreations as the li- 
mited fociety of Morocco affords. 

To divert my thoughts from the great 
uneaiinefs which my lituation naturally in- 
fpired, during fo long a ftate of .fufpcnce, 
I made daily excurfipn$ through different 
part« of iy][pRocco ; though, from the con-* 
tinual jnfults which I experienced when in 
the ftreets, even this amuj^pment was at- 
tended wi^ conii4erable inconvenience. , 
8* Tl^e 
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The city of Morocco^ ^R^iich lies alrout 
one hundred and twenty miles to the Ncrdi 
of Tarudant^ ninety to the Eaft of 
MoGODORj^;and three hundred and fifty fl» 
the South of Tangier^ is fituated in a 
beautiful valley^ formed by a chain of iixoan«- 
tains on the Northern fide, and thoie of 
the Atlas, from which it is diilant about 
twenty miles, on the South and Eaft. The 
rcountry which immediatdy furrounds it i» 
a fertile plain, beautifully diverfified with 
clumps of palm-trees and fhrubs, and water* 
cd by fmall and numerous breams, which 
defcend from Mount Atlas. The em«- 
pefor's out-gardens, which are iituatedat 
the diftance of about five miles to the South 
of the city> and are large plantations of 
olives walled in, add conHderably to the 
beauty of the fcene. 

Morocco, though one of the capitals of 
the empire— for there are three, Morocco, 
Meqjtinez, and Fez— -has nothing to re- 
commend it but its great extent, and the 
royal palace. It is enclosed by remarkably 
:^rong walls, built of tabby, the circum- 
* ference of which is about eight iniles. On 
the& walls thece are no guns cnountied^ bur 
§ they 
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Acy are flanked with fquare towers, and 
furrounded by a wide and deep ditch. The 
city has a number of entrances, confifting 
of large double porches of tabby,- in the 
Gothic ftile, the gates of which are regularly 
(hut every night at certain hours^ As po* 
lygamy.is allowed by the Mahometan re- 
ligion, and is fuppofed in fome degree to 
afFedt population, it would be difficult to 
form any computation near the truth with 
refpeft to the nunxber of inhabitants which 
this city may contain. 

The mofques, which are the only public- 
buildings, except the palace, worth noticing 
at Morocco, are more numerous than 
magnificent; one of them is ornacnented 
with a very high and fquare tower, built of 
cut ftone, wjiich is vilible at a confiderable 
diftancc from the city* 

The ftreets are very narrow, dirty, and 
irregular, and many of the houfes ^re unin- 
habited and falling to ruin* Thofe which 
are decent and refpeftable in their appear- 
ance are built of tabby, and enclofcjd in 
gardens. That of the Ef f e n d i, or prime 
minifter, was among the beft which I vifited 
in Morocco, This houfe^ which cgnfifted 

O of 
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of two ftories, had elegant apartments botb 
above ai^d below, furnifhed in a ftilc far 
fuperior to any thing I ever faw in that 
country. The court, into which the lower 
apartments opened, was very neatly paved 
with glazed blue and white* tUing, and had 
in its centre "a beautiful fountain. The 
upper apartments were conneded together 
by a broad gallery^ the ballufters of which 
were painted of different colon rsw The 
hot and cold- baths were very large, and 
had every convenience which art could 
afford. Into the garden, which was laid 
out in a tolerably neat ftile, opened a room 
adjoining to the houfe, which had a broad 
arched., entrance, but no door, beautifully 
ornamented with checquered tiling ; and at 
both^nds of the apartment the walls were 
entirely covered with looking-glafs. The 
ftooring of all the rooms was covered with 
beautiful carpetting, the walls ornamented 
with large and valuable looking-glaffes, in- 
termixed with watches and clocks in glafs 
cafes* The ceiling was carved wood- work, 
painted of different colours, and the whole 
was in a fuperior ftile of Moorilh grandeur. 
This and a few others are the only decent 

habitations 
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habitations iti Mor o c co. The generality of 
them ferve only to imprefs the traveller with 
the idea of a miferable and deferted city. 

The Elcaisseria is a particular part 
of the" town" where fluffs and other valuable 
articles are expofed to fale. It confifls of 
a number of fmall (hops, formed in the 
walb of the houfes, about a yard from the 
ground, of fuch an height within as jufltd 
admit a man to fit in one of them crofs- 
legged. The goods and drawers are fo ^ 
arranged ^ound him, that when he ferves 
his cuflomers, who are flanding all the time 
out in the ftreet, he can reach down any 
article he wants, without being under the 
neceffity of moving. Thefe fhops, which 
are found in all the other towns of the 
empire, are fiifficient to afford a flriking 
example of the indolence of the Moors. 

There are three daily markets in different 
parts of the town at Morocco, where pro- 
vilions are fold, and two weekly fairs or 
markets for the difpofal of cattle, where 
the fame cuflom is obferved as at Taru- 

©ANT. 

The eity is fupplied with water by n>eans 
©f wooden pipes connedted with the neigh- 
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bouring ftreams, which empty thcmferves 
into refervoirs placed for the purpofe in 
the fuburbs, and fome few in the centre of 
the town. 

The caftle is a large and ruinous build-^ 
ing, the outer walls of which enclofe a 
fpace of ground about three miles in cir- 
cumference. It has a mofque built by 
MuLEY Abdallah, father to Sidi Ma- 
homet, on the top of which are three 
large balls ; thefe, the Moors allege, are 
formed of folid gold, but as no perfon is 
permitted to afcend to them, we muft truft 
to their word for the truth of this aflertiori. 
The caftle is almoft a town of itfelf ^ it 
contains a number of inhabitants, who jui 
fome department or other are in the fervice 
of the emperor, and all under the direction 
of a particular Algaide, who is quite ia- 
depehdent of the governor of the town. 

On the outfide of the caftle, between the 
Moorifh town and the Jewdry, are feveral 
fmall, diftind: pavilions, enclofed in garf- 
dens of orange-trees, which are intended as 
occafional places of refidence for fuch qf 
the emperor's fons or brothers as happen to 
be at Morocco. As they are covered 

with 
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with coloured tiling, they have at a finall 
diftance rather a neat*appearance ; but upon 
approaching or entering them, that effed: 
in a great meafure ceafes. 

It is a Angular circumftance, that in the 
immediate vicinity of Morocco, for fome 
diftance round the city, the ground is to- 
tally occupied by a great number of rats, of 
a larger fpecies than any I had ever before 
feen, which burrow under ground, and like 
rabbits, allow ftrangers to approach very 
near before they retire to their holes. They 
indeed gave me every idea of a rabbit-war- 
ren in miniature. 

The Jews, who arc at this place pretty 
numerous, have a feparate town to them- 
felves, walled in, and under the charge of 
an Alcaide, appointed by the emperor. 
It ha^ twp large g»tes, which are regularly 
(hut every evening about nine o'clock, after 
which time no perfon whatever is permitted 
to enter or go out of the Jewdry, til] they 
ai'e opened again the fallowing morning. 
The Jews have a market qf their oWn, and, 
as at Tarudaijt, when they enter the 
Mooriflbi town, caftle, or palace, they are 
^ways compelled to be barefooted. 

O ^ The 



|9« A TOUR TO MOROCCO, lie. 

The Jews in general are obliged to pay 
to the emperor a certain annual fum, in 
proportion to their numbers, which is a 
confiderable income, independent of his arbi- 
trary exaftions. Thofe of Morocco were 
exempted by Sidi Mahomet from this 
tax, and in its room he compelled them to 
take goods of him, of which they were 
to difpofe in the heft manner they could, 
and pay him five times their value; by 
which means they were far greater fu|Ferers 
than if they paid fhe annual tax. 

Every part of the empire more or lefs 
abounds with Jews, vfho originally were 
expelled from Spain and Portugal, and who 
fled into Barbary as a place of refuge^ 
Thefe people are not confined to towns, 
but ^t fpread over the whole face of the 
country. Mount Atlas itfelf, as was be- 
fore mentioned, not excepted. 

In every country where they refide, thefe 
unfortunate people are treated as another 
clafs of beings i but in no part of the world 
are they fo feyerely and undefervedly op- 
prefled as in Barbary, yvhere the whole 
country depends upon their induftry and 
ingenuity, and could fcarqely fubfift a^ a 

patipn 
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nation without their affiftance.. They are 
the only mechanics in this part of the 
world, and have the whole management 
of all pecuniary and commercial mat^drs ; 
except the coUefting of the cufloms. They 
are, however, intrufted in the coinage of 
money, as I myfelf have witnefled *• 

The Moors difplay more humanity to 
^heir beafts than to the Jews. I have feeir 
frcguent inftances where individuals of this 
unhappy people were beaten fo feverely, as 
to be left almoft lifelefs on the ground, an4 
that without being able to obtain the Ica^ 
redrefs whatever, as the magiftrates alwayi^ 
ad: with the moll culpable partiality when 
a Moor and a Jew are the parties in a fuit* 
What they lofe by oppreffion, however, 
they in a great meafure make up by their 
iiiperior addrefs and fagacity^ which fre^ 

• Doubloons and hard dollars arc current in this CQuntryc 
but the coins peculiar to it arc, gold ducatt^ of the value of 
Cen hard dollars, fome of five, of one and a half, and others of 
lonly one ; ounces, of the value of about ^^rt, pence EngUih; 
and blancj^uils, of five farthings, both iilver coins ; fluces, 
which are. of copper, twenty-four being equal to a blanquil; 
but ounces are the money in which biUs arc ufuaHy drawn 
in the country. All the emperor's coins have his name in 
Arabic flamped on one fide ; and on the other the date, and 
riace at which they were coined. 

4 4juently 
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qucntly enables them to bver-reach the 
Moorsi — as I cannot compliment the Jews 
of Barbary in general upon their probity 
and principle. 

Jacob Attal, the emperors Jeivifh 
and favourite fecretary, had more influence 
with his royal matter, and did more mif-* 
'Chief by his intrigues and addrefs, than all 
. th^ other minifters put together. This 
young man, who was a native of Tunis, 
and who was tolerably well acquainted 
with the Englifh, Spanifti, Italian, French, 
and Arabic languages, was of an adtive and 
cnterprizing mind, and had fo well in- 
formed himfelf of the natural difpofition 
of the Moors, and particularly of that of 
SiDi Mahomet, that he had gained an 
entire afcendency over the emperor. As 
he knew that an imbounded love of mo-^ 
ney was the ruling pafSon of his royal 
mafter, he not only furrendered to him half 
of his own gains, but alfo furnifhed the 
emperor with tlje earlieft and beft infor- 
mation concerning thofe whp were in pof- 
feffion of wealth, as well as with a projcft 
for extracting it from them. By thus at- 
fackin|; the emperor Qn the vyeakeft fide, . 

be 
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he fecured his friendfliip; but he fecured 
it by means which expofed him to the re- 
fentment and revenge^ of thoufands as foon 
as the emperor died, -which has been fince 
too fetally proved. I muft, however, do 
this young man the juftice to add, ^ that 
throughout the whole of his.adminiftration; 
though in fome inftances perhaps contrary 
to his own intereli, he fhewed an exclujpivc 
preference to the Englifh ; and of this the 
Moors in general were £0 fenfible, that they 
gave him the appellation of the Englifh 
ambafTador. 

The Jews in moft parts of this empire 
live entirely feparate from the Mbors ; and 
though in other refpedts opprefled, are 
allowed the free exercifc of their religion. 
Many of diem, however, to avoid the arbi- 
trary treatment which they conftantly ex- 
perience, have become converts to the Ma- 
hometto faith ; upon which they are ad- 
mitted to all the privileges of Moors, though 
they lofe their real eftimation in the opiiiion 
of both feds. 

In moft of the fca-port towns, and par- 
ticularly at Tetuan and Tangier, thf 
Jews Jiave ^ tolerable fmattering of Spa- 
* i)iihs 
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xiiih; but at Morocco, Tarudant, and 
{ill the inland towns, they can only fpeak 
Arabic, and a little Hebrew. They nearly 
follow the cuftoms of the Moors, except 
in their religious cenemonies ; and in that 
particular they are by far more fuperftitious 
than the European Jews. 

The Jews of Barbary (have their heads 
clofe, and wear their beards long; their 
drefs indeed, altogether, differs very little 
from that of the Moors (which 1 ihall 
hereafter defcribe) except in their being 
obliged to appear externally in black. For 
which purpofe they wear a black cap^^ 
black flippers, and inflead of the haicK 
worn by the Moors, fubflitute the al- 
beroce, a cloak made of black wool, 
which covers the whole of the under 
drefs. The Jews are pot permitted to go 
out of the country, but by an exprefs order 
from the emperor; nor are they allowed 
to wear a fword, or ride a horfe, though 
they are indulged in the ufe of mules. 
This arifes from an opinion prevalent 
among the Moors, that a horfe is too noble 
an animal to be employed in the fervice of 
fuch infidels as Jews. 
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The dfefs of the Jcwiih women confifts 
of a fine linen fhirt, with large and loofe 
flecves, which hang ahnoft to the ground ; 
over the fhirt is worn a caftan, a loofe 
drcfs made of woollen cloth, or velvet, of 
any colour, reaching as low as the hips, 
and covering the whole of the body, except 
the neck and breaft, which are left open, 
and the edges of the caftan, as worn by 
the Jewefies of Morocco, are embroidered 
with gold. In addition to thefe is the 
GERALDiTo, or pctticoats, made of fine 
green woollen cloth, the edges and corners 
of which are fometimes embroidered with 
gold. They are fattened by a broad felh of 
filk and gold, which furrounds the waift, 
and the ends of it are fuffered to hang 
down behind, in an eafy manner. This i& 
the drefs they wear in the houfe, but when 
they go abroad, they thro^v over it the 
HAiCK. The unmarried women wear 
their hair plaited in different folds, and 
hanging down behind. They have a very 
graceful and becoming method of putting 
a wreath of wrought filk round the head, 
;and tying it behind in a bow. This drefs 
^ts pff their features to great advantage, 
^ and- 
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and diftinguiflies them from the married 
women, who cover their heads with a red 
filk handkerchief, which they tie behind, 
and over it put a filk fafh, leaving the ends to 
hang loofe on their backs. Nonp of the 
Jewifh women ufe ftockings, but wear red 
flippers, curioufly embroidered with gold. 
They wear very large gold ear-rings at the 
lower part of the ears, and at the upper 
three fmall ones fet with pearls or precious 
ftones. Their necks are loaded with, beads, 
and thpir fingers with fmall gold or filver 
rings* Round each wrift and ancle they 
wear large folid filver bracelets; and the 
rich have gold and filver chains fufpended 
from the fa{h behind. 

Their marriages are celebrated with much 
feftivity for fome time previous to the ce-» 
rempriy> and the intended bride, with all her 
female relations, gg through the form of 
having their faces painted red and white, and 
their hands and feet ftained yellow, with an 
her^ named henna. A variety of figures are 
marked out on them with a needle, and then 
this herb, which is powdered and mixed 
with water into a pafte, is worked into the 
Jjples made by the needle, and thefe marks 
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continue oti the jtonds and feet for^ long 
(pace of time. Upon the death of a Jew 
(before and after burial) all the female 
relations, with other women hired for the 
purpofe, affemble in the room of the de- 
ceafed^ and for feveral days lament his loft 
by moft dreadful, flirieks and bowlings, and 
tearing their cheeks and hair. 

The Jewefles of this empire in general 
are veiy beautiful, and remarkably fair.— - 
They marry very young, and when married, 
though they are not obliged to hide their 
faces in the ftreet, yet at home they are fre- 
quently treated with the fame feverity as the 
Moorifh women. Like the Moors, the 
Jewifh men and women at Morocco eat 
feparate ; and the unmarried women are not 
permitted to go out, except upon particular 
occafions, and then always with their faces 
covered. 

A difpofition for intrigue in the female 
fex is always found to accompany tyrannical 
conduft and undue reftraint on the part of 
ours ; and this difpofition is again made the 
excufe for the continuance of thefe reftraints. 
Thus the effeft becomes a caufe, and when 
women ccafe to be the guardians of their 

own 
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mwn Jxonour, they deriye no credit from 
4^e prcfervation of it, and incur in their 
crwa eftimatioa but little disgrace by its lofs. 
5Phe Jews allege, in extenoxation of their fe- 
verity,* the licentious inclinations and artful 
difpofitions of their women, and that a fingle 
SiSt of criminality in a daughter would be an 
•iFeftual bar to her ever forming a legal con- 
nexion. The fame objeftion not being fo 
applicable to their married women, they are 
fiermitted to go out without reflxaint. In* 
deed many of their hufbands, from interefted 
motives, are too apt to connive at a con- 
dadty which, in other countries, would in- 
fa:llibly bring down upon them well-merited 
<H>ntempt. 

The palace of Morocco is, an ancient 
building, furrounded by a fquare wall, the 
height of which nearly excludes from the. 
view of the fpeftator the other buildings. 
Its principal gates areconftrudted with Go- 
Aic arches compofed of cut ftone, which 
condud: to feveral open and fpacious courts; 
through thefe it is neceffary to pafs before 
we reach any of the buildings. Thefe open 
courts were ufed by Sinr Mahomet for 

the 
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A© inirpofcs of trai>fa^^ing public bufinefs^ 
and exercifing his troops. 

The habitable part of the palace confi/b 
of feveral irregular f^uare pavilions, built 
of TABBY, and whitened over; fottic of 
which communicate with each other, others 
are diflinift, and moft of them receive their 
ftames from the different towns of the empire^ 
The principal pavilion is named by the 
Moors the Douhar, and is more properly 
ihe palace or feraglio than any of the others. 
It confifts of the emperor's place of refi- 
derice, and the Ma rem, forming altogether 
a building of confiderable extent. The other 
pavilions are merely for the purpofes of plca- 
fure or bufinefs, and are quite diAind: front 
the Douhar. 

The Mogodore pavilion, fo named frona 
the emperor's partiality to that town, has by 
far the faired claim to grandeur and magni« 
ficence. This apartment was the work of 
SiDi Mahomet, and is lofty and fquar^^ 
It is built of cut iione, handfomcly orna- 
mented with windows, and covered witfc 
varnifhed tiles of various colours; ind iti 
elegance and neatnefs, contrafted altogether 
with the limplicity and irregularity of the 
§ ather 
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C H A P. IX. 

IntroduBion to the Emptor. --^.Converfation 
with his Moorijh Majejiy. — Account qftbe 

/ 'Emperor Sidi Mahomet — his Gha-- 
raster — his extreme Avarice-^bis miferabk 
Situation. — Anecdotes rdative to the late 
Emperor. — Anecdotes 2/^*8101 Mahomet 
— i&/j "Deceit and Hypocrijy — his Charity^ 
^■^Fujillanimous ConduSt tf the European 
Powers. — Ceremonies of the Court of Mo^ 
Rocco. — ExaBions from Strangers. — Ac-- 
count of the principal Officers of State. -^^ 
CharaSler of the late Prime Minifer.--^ 
Revenues of Morocco. — Wealth of the 
Emperor y lefs than generally imagined.-^ 
The Army of the Emperor — how com- 
manded-^his Navy. — Internal Government 
of the Empire. — Bajhaws. — Alcaides.-^ 
Ell hackum. — Cadi. — Mode of adminijler-' 
ing Jufiice^'-^Criminal Punijhments. 

AFTER the lapfe of a month with* 
out a profpeft of obtaining an au- 
dience, my anxiety was increafed to a degree 
which in the end proved extremely injurious 
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to my health. Prom the attention which 
I had pdd to moft of the empefor*s minif- 
ters, who all of them in their turn had. 
oecafioii for my fervices, I thought I had 
a right to cxpeft fome little return. With 
all that deceit which has charaderized the 
inhabitants of Barbary * from the earlieft 
periods, they profefled the warmeft friend- 
(hip for me> and aflured me that they 
would exert their influence upon the em- 
peror to perfuade him to fee me. Among 
the number was a Moor named Sidi 
Brahim, to whom the prince had given 
me ftrong letters of recommendation, and 
who, during a tedious licknefs v/hich had 
■prevailed in his family, had received from 
me the moft conftant attention. This 
Moor had direftions from the prince to in- 
troduce me immediately upon my arrival to 
thft emperor, and to Ihew me every civility 
that was due to fuch recommendation. All 
thefe circumftances I conceived gave me a 
fufficient right to expe<5t that Sidi Brahim, 
both from motives of duty to his prince, 
and gratitude to* me, would have exerted 
himfelf in a manner correfpondent to fuch 
obligations. But that was far from being 

* Pun-ca fides. 
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the cafe. When his family was under my 
care, he certainly did receive me with attea- 
tipn, and treated me with kindnefs ; but 
when my advice became no longer neceflary, 
his friendfliip cooled in proportion; and 
latterly, when we happened to meet, he 
fcarcely feemed to recoUedt me. Upon 
reflection, what was I to expedtfroin a man, 
who for his notorious crimes, though at 
that time in great favour, had been pu- 
nished by his foverdign, having had the 
greateft part of his beard pulled up by the 
roots ? 

Unfuccefsful and difappointed through 
this channel, I had recourfe to fome others 
of the emperor's attendants, on whom I had 
conferred favours, and who had perhaps 
ilill greater influence with the emperor than 
even SiDi Brahim. Among this number 
were the prime minifl:er, and one of the 
emperor's principal talbs. From thcfe 
officers I experienced, . however, much the 
fame treatment as from Sidi Brahim^ 
and had I not accidentally been called in to 
attend the wife of one of the emperor's 
principal Jews, it is probable I might have 
continued in the fame ftate of anxious un* 

certainty 
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certainty for ibme weeks longer. As a re- 
turn for my attendance, the hufband of this 
patient, agreeably to my requeft, had addrefs 
and influence enough to perfuade the em- 
peror to appoint an audience for me the very 
day after the application. 

On the day appointed for my reception 
at court, about twelve at noon, three negro 
foldiers, with; large clubs in their hands, 
came to my apartments to efcort me to the 
palace, telling me that they had diredtions 
to return with me inftantaneoufly, and that '-* 
they 'muft anfwer it with their heads, 
if they delayed a moment in the execution 
of their orders. Not fufpec^ing that my 
Jewifli friend, for fuch I muft certainly 
denominate him, could ha^e efFedted my 
wi/hes fo immediately, I was by no means 
prepared for the audience ; and I requefted 
them to wait a few moments, till I could 
enable myfelf to appear in a decent drefs 
before the emperor. Far, however, from 
acceding to my requeft, the foldiers became 
quite impatient, and acquainted me that I 
muft either proceed with them immediately, 
or they would return and inform the fultan 
jfcat I had refufed to com^^ly with his or- 
P 3 ders. 
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ders, .1 now found myfclf under the ne-* 
ceffity of fctting off, and we^ aftually ran 
together to the palace with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. When we arrived there, I was 
introduced to one of the mafters of die au- 
dience, who defired me to wait on the out- 
iide of the palace till I was callfed for. 
, From the abrupt and fudden manner ia 
which I was forced away by the foldiers, I 
expeded to be ufliered immediately into 
the imperial prefence ; but {b far was I ftill 
^from the confuramation of this exped:ation, 
that I remained on the fpot where they firft 
pliiced me, from twelve o*clock at noon till 
five in the evening, revolving in my mind 
what kind of a perfon I ihouldfind the em- 
peror, what reception I fhould meet with, 
and the anfwers which I ought to make to 
any queftions he might propofe. Situated 
as I was with refpeft to the prince whom 1 
had been iattending, and confidering the 
malicious reports refpefting my condud 
which had been circulated about Morocco, 
the reader may well fupppfe that I was led 
to form a variety of conje<5lures, concerning 
what was likely to be" the refult of the au- 
dience, I however placed my whole confirm 

4ence 
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dence in the prince's recovery, which was k 
circumftance, when cleai'ly known to the 
emperor, that muft undoubtedly operate in 
my favour. This idea at laft entirely re- 
moved a number of uneafy and anxious re- 
fle(5lions, which had occurred to me when I 
firft entered the palace ; and by the time 
the meflenger came -to introduce me to the 
emperor I had brought myfelf to be as 
calm and recoUcfted as if my mind had bfeen 
perfedlly at eafe, and had no reafon to be 
otherwife. * 

From the coqrt-yard into which I was 
firft introduced, I was hurried with the 
greateft precipitancy through two or three 
others, till I arrived at the gate which 
opened to the court where the ' emperor 
was waiting to receive me. I was there 
detained for fome time by the mafter of the 
audience, owing to my refufal of the prefent 
which Europeans are accuftomed to make 
to the emperor "Upon being honoured with 
Ori audience, I had been previoufly ac- 
quainted that no perfon was ever permitted 
to appear in his majefty's prefence, unlefs 
accompanied byahandfome prefent; but I 
conceived my fituation to be in every re- 
F4 fpea 
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fptO; {6 totally difFerent from that of other 
ftfangcrs who vifited the court, that I 
told the mafter of the ceremonies, if he 
perfifted in refufing me entrance, I would 
immediately return home again. 

The Moor, finding that I was determined 
not to comply with his requeft, and know- 
ing that the emperor was purpofely waiting 
to fee me, was afraid to defer my introduce 
tiofi any longer; I was therefore ufhered 
into his majefty's prefence very expedi- 
tioufly, and directed to place myfelf and my 
interpreter in fuch a fituation as to be 
feen without approachbg too near bis 
perfon. 

The Moor who introduced ?ne, iipon 
appearing in fight of the erpperor, profr . 
trated himfelf on the earth, kifled it, and in 
a very humble manner exclaimed in Arabic, 
** May God preferve the king !" The em- 
peror then ordered him to approach, and 
deliver what he had to fay. He informed 
his majefty, that ;n compliance with his 
order, he had brought before him the 
Englifh doiftor ; after which, having made 
^ y^ry low bow, he retired, and the emperor 
immediately defired me and my interpreter 

to 
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ta advance towards him; but as foon as 
\vc had got within ten yards of the emperor, 
two fbldiers came up, pulled us by the coat, 
and acquainted us that we muft not pre- 
fume to approach any further. 

I found the fovereign feated in an Euro- 
pean poft-chaife, placed in one of his open 
courts, and drawn by one mule in fhafis, 
having a man on each fide to guide it. 
Behind the carriage were foot foldiers, fome 
Negroes and others Moors, in two divi- 
fions, forming together a half-moon. Some 
of thefefojdiers were only armed with large 
dubs, while others had muikets which they 
held clofe to their bodies, and pointed per- 
pendicularly. 

The emperor, after furveying me mi- 
nutely and with the greateft attention, ac- 
companied with no fmall iharc of hauteur, 
demanded from my interpreter, in a very 
ftern manner, if I was the Chriftian do(3x)r 
who had been attending Muley Absu- 
LEM ? I defired him to anfwer,. that I was. 
— ** How came you into the country, and 
^f were you fent by order of your own king, 
^* Of by whom ?" To render my vifit of 
iflore importance, I anfwered^ *' By order 

'' of 
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^* of government/* — ** Where did you learn 
** your profeffion, and what is the name of 
*• the perfon who taught it you ?" I in- 
formed his majefty. — " What is thd reafon 
** that the French furgeons are better than 
♦* the Englifli; and which do you think are 
•^ beft ?'' I anfwered, « The French fur- 
^ geons are very good, but it muft cer- 
** tainly be allowed that the Englifh are in 
*' general fuperior, being more fcientifically 
^ educated/' — The emperor then obfervcd, 
that a French furgeori had come into the 
country, and in the courfe of hi$ prafticQ 
had killed feveral perfons. 

His majefty next afked, in a very auftere 
manner, " What was the reafon I had for- 
" bidden "" Mule Y Absulem the ufc of 
''tea?'* My reply was, "MuleyAbsu- 
•^ LEM has very weak nerves, and tea is 
'• injurious to the nervous fyftem/*-*-'* If 
*' tea is fo unwholefome,*' replied his ma- 
jefty, " why do the Englifh drink fo much?'* 
I anAvered, " It is true, they drink it twice 
** a day; but then they do not make it fo 
" ftrong as the Moors, and they generally 
•*.ufe milk with it, which leffens its per- 
•' nicious efFeds. But the Moors, when 

" once 
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*' once they begin to ufe it, make it veiy 
*' ftrong, drink a great deal, and very 
** frequently without milk/' — ^* You arc 
" right," faid the emperor ; " and I know 
*' it fonietimes makes their hands fhake/* 
After this converfation about a dozen dif- 
tilled waters, prepared from different herbs, 
were brought for me to tafte, and inform 
the emperor what they were ; which were 
hot, and which were cold, &c. 

His majefty now condefcended to become 
more' familiar and eafy in his remarks, and- 
defired me to obferve the fnow on MoUnt 
Atlas, which his carriage immediately 
fronted, wifhing to know if we had the fame 
in my country. I anfwered, that we fre- 
quently had a great deal in the wi!hter fea-. 
fon, and that England was a much colder 
dimafe than Morocco. The emperor 
obferved, that if any perfon attempted to 
go to the top of the mountain, he woujd 
die from excefs of cold. He then informed 
me, that on the other fide of the mountain 
was. a very fine, plain, and fertile countiy, 
which was hamed T a f i l e t . 

Obfervihg that the emperor was now in 
^ good humour, I embraced the opportunity 

of 
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of mentioning to him, how much my feel- 
ings had been hurt by the malicious reports 
which had been for fome time pail circu- 
lating to my prejudice; that they were of 
fiich a nature as to make me very dcfirous 
of having my charadler cleared up, by a 
proper exambation into the prefent ftate of 
the prince's health, as well as into the 
nature of the medicines which I had been 
adminiftering to him. The emperor in 
reply faid, that he had already ordered his 
Moorifh phyfician to examine very par- 
ticularly my medicines; who had declared, 
that he could find iiothing improper in 
them. It is very clear, however, that fome 
fufpicion muft have taken place in the breaft 
of the emperor, to have induced him to 
fend privately for thefe medicines, for the 
purpofe of having them fo nicely examined; 
from which circumftance I could not help 
feeling it as a very fortunate event for my- 
felf, that the prince's health was in fo fa-^ 
vourable a ftate. 

After a converfation of fome length, the 

heads of which I have endeavoured briefly 

to ftate, the evening being far advanced, 

§ the 
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the emperor commanded one of his atten- 
dants to condud me home to his Jew, and 
defire him to take great care of me ; adding, 
that I was a good man, I was Muley Ab- 
sulem's phyfician, and that he WQuld fend 
me home to my entire fatisfadtion. He then 
ordered his carriage to drive on. 

Confidering myfelf as now acquitted of 
the charges which had been infinuatcd 
againft me, and elevated by the emperor's 
promifes at the audience, I muft cqpfefs 
that I returned home with a much lighter 
heart than I could boaft of when I went. I 
now only waited for the arrival of the prince 
at Morocco, which I conceived would con- 
firm the emperor's good wiflies towards me, 
and make my fituation as agreeable as I could 
cxpea. Such are the fanguine hopes with 
which we are apt to flatter ourfelves, after 
having encountered difficulties, when the 
fmalleft profpedt opens of relief. 

In the evening my room was filicd vfith 
a number of the attendants of the emperor, 
who came to congratulate me on the honour 
I had received by a fight of their royal 
jpiailer; at the fame time to demand pre- 
ients, which on fuch occafions they alleged 

was 
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the cafe. When his family was under my 
care, he certainly did receive me with attea« 
tipn, and treated me with kindnefs; but 
when my advice became no longer neceflary, 
his friendfliip cooled in proportion; and 
latterly, when we happened to meet, he 
fcarcely fecmcd to recoiled me. Upon 
reflcd:ion, what was I to expedtfrom a man, 
who for his notorious crimes, though at 
that time in great favour, had been pu- 
nifhed by his fovercign, having had the 
greateft part of his beard pulled up by the 
roots ? 

Unfuccefsful and difappointed through 
this channel, I had recourfe to fome others 
of the emperor's attendants, on whom I had 
conferred fiivours, and who had perhaps 
ftill greater influence with the emperor than 
even Sidi Brahim. Among this number 
were the prime minifter, and one of the 
emperor's principal talbs. From thcfc 
officers I experienced, however, much the 
fame treatment as from Sidi Brahim^ 
and had I not accidentally been called in to 
attend the wife of one of the emperor's 
principal Jews, it is probable I might have 
continued in the fame ftate of anxious un* 

certainty 
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certainty for ibme weeks longer. As a re- 
turn for my attendance, the hufeand of this 
patient, agreeably to my requeft, had addrefs 
and influence enough to perfuade the em- 
peror to appoint an audience for me the very 
day after the application. 

On the day appointed for my reception 
at court, about twelve at noon, three negro 
foldiers, with | large clubs in their hands, 
came to my apartments to efcort me to the 
palace, telling me that they had direftions 
to return with me inftantaneoufly, and that *^ 
they 'muft anfwer it with their heads, 
if they delayed a moment in the execution 
of their orders. Not fufpedting that my 
Jewifli friend, for fuch I muft cerfc^inly 
denominate him, could ha^e efFed:ed my 
wi/hes fo immediately, I was by no means 
prepared for the audience ; and I requefted 
them to wait a few moments, till I could 
enable myfelf to appear in a decent drefs 
before the emperor. Far, however, from 
acceding to my requeft, the foldiers became 
quite impatient, and acquainted me that I 
muft either proceed with them immediately, 
or they would return and inform the fultan 
thsLt I had refufed to comply with his or- 

P 3 ders. . 
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well known, that he occafionally oppreffed 
them with fuch heavy duties, that they have 
been obliged to fend home their veflels 
empty. In hopes of adding ftill more to 
his treaftires, Sidi Mahomet became 
himfelf a merchant, took up goods from 
Europeans, and obliged the Jews to pay him 
five times their value for them; fo that 
there was not a fingle refource for becom- 
ing rich of which he did not avail himfelf. 
Avaricious to this excefs, and naturally of 
a very timid difpofition, his great objedt has 
been peace : well aware that war could 
neither enrich him, nor contribute to his 
enjoyments in any refpeft. 

His reign, it is true, has been diftin- 
guiftied by fewer inftances of cruelty than 
that of any of his predecejSbrs, but he has 
certainly exceeded them all in the licen- 
tioufnefs of his attacks upon private vjpro^ 
perty. He was always furrounded by people, 
who, for the fake of rifing into favour, 
were at all tinies ready to give him informa- 
tion concerning any of his fubjei^s who 
were rich. It was then his ufual courfax)f 
proceeding, to invent fome plea for confining 
them in prifon; and if that did notTuccecd, 

hi 
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ne put them ii\ irons> chained them dawn, 
knd proceeded in a courfe of feverity and 
cruelty^ till at laft, wearied out with pu* 
iiifhment§ arid difgraces, the unfortunate vic- 
tims furrendered the whole of their poflef- 
fions i which alone procured them the en- 
. joyment of liberty, an opportunity of again 
obtaining fubfijfknce, or perhaps of once 
more becoming the prej[ of^the rapacious 
monarch. Such of his fons as were in 
ifriendfhip with him, were continually 
jmaking him prefents, as if apprehenfive of 
the fame fate ; and fince I left the country- 
it has been ftrongly reported that my pa- 
tient MuLHY Absulem, who was the 
only fon for whom the emperor prbfefled 
much affedlion, was plundered by his fa- 
ther of the greateft part of his riches; 
which indeed were reputed to be very con- 
fiderable. ' 

Vices are hever folitary ; and thofe which 
are moft naturally'conneded with an ava- 
ricious and timid difpofition, are jealoufy 
and fufpicion* Confcious how little he de- 
feryed the afFeftion of his people, and lat- 
terly fenfible of having totally loft it> Sidi 
Mahomet was m conftant fear of aflaffina- 

Q^ tio» 
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tion and poifon. In this ftate he dragged 
on a miferable cxiftence j an example to ar- 
bitrary kings, and a living proof that the 
picture exhibited of the Roman tyrant, by 
the farcaftic hiftorian, was not overcharged. 
He feldom ftirred out of his palace, unlefs 
accompanied by a numerous band of foldicrs, 
and even of thefe he had always his fufpi- 
cions. At night he had conftantly fix blood- 
hounds in his chamber, and relying more on 
the fidelity of the irrational creation than 
on man, he thought thefe a more certain 
guard than his foldiers* His vidtuals were 
drefied and tailed in his prefenc^ ; and at 
dinner, though no perfon was permitted to 
cat immediately with him, yet he always 
had fome of his fbns and minifters in the 
fame apartment, who were helped out of 
his difli. To complete the mifery of this 
unfortunate old man, he lived under the 
continual apprehenfion of being conquered 
by his cldeft fon Muley Yazid, the late 
emperor, who, in confequence of fome ill 
treatment received firom his father, retired 
fecretly from court, and took refiige in a 
fanduary near Tetuan. 

This 
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This prince^ whofe grandmother was an 
Englifh woman, had acquired the univerfal 
efteem of the whole country by his generous 
conduA and his great abilities ; and though 
at that time in a ftate of poverty, and with 
only four attendants about him, fuch was 
his influence that he had only to ftep for- 
ward, and fay he wanted money and troops, 
and he would fhortly have been at the head 
of an army, that muft at any time have 
entirely overwhelmed the late government 
of Morocco. From motives of duty, and 
perhaps of policy, this however was a ftep 
he did not wifli to take, confcious that his 
father could not long furvive, and that upon 
his death he was certain of the fucceffion* 
The eiaiperor, notwithftaqding, was ftill un- 
able to fubdue his apprehenfions; and when I 
.was at Morocco fent an army of five thou- 
fand blacks, with an order to violate the fanc- 
tuary, and carry off the prince. This order 
was not obeyed, for the chief could not 
place fufficient confidence in his troops ; and 
the prince continued quiet in the fanftuary 
till his father's deceafe* 

To evince the policy, as well as the Saga- 
city of M^EY Yazid, I muft beg leave 
Qj, to 
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to relate an anecdote, which occurred t 
ihort time previous to that period. The 
people who have the care of the fanSuary 
received pofitive orders from the emperor to 
expel the prince l^ force ; which, if they 
faUed in doing,, he affured them he would 
fend and put every man, woman, and child 
in the neighbourhood of the fanftuary to 
the fword. The people, though well dif-- 
pofed to the pr'nce, intimidated by thefe 
orders, related faithfully to him the empe- 
ror's intentions, and informed him that, as 
their lives were at ftake, they expecSed him 
to remove, at the fame time recommending 
him to another fand:uary at no great dif- 
tance, where he could equally take refuge. 
The prince, who is one of the beft horfe* 
men in the CQuntry, and who had a • horft 
of which he had the entire command^ im- 
mediately promifed them to depart, and 
mounted his horfe for the purpofc. But what 
was their furprife, when tliey found the 
horfe would not ftir from the fpot, notwith- 
ftanding the apparently free ufe of whip and 
fpur ? Upon this the prince exclaimed, 
*• Ycu fee plainly that it is God's will I 
^ flivuld <?ontiuue here, and therefore no 

«pthcif 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, yr. 1229 

** Other power fliall ever drive me out/' This 
had fuch an efied: upon the fuperftltious 
multitude, that they preferred rifking the re- 
fcntment of the emperor, to the violation of 
what, in their eftimation, was fo apparently 
the will of God. 

With r^fpeifl to the other features of the 
emperor's character, his principal vices ap- 
pear to have refulted from that great corrup- 
ter of the human heart, arbitrary power : 
for he was the moft arbitrary of monarchs, 
having at his abfoiute difpofal the lives and 
properties of all his fubjedls. In fuch cir- 
cumftances, what man can be trufted, nay, 
who would truft himfelf ? In fuch circum- 
ftances, can we wonder, when we obferve 
• the oceafional indulgence of intemperate re- 
venge ? Among thefe we are to account his 
treatment of an unfortunate Jew who ha4 
Imprudently written fomething to his pre* 
judice, and for this flight offence was. quar- 
tered alive, cut to pieces, and his flefh after- 
wards given to the dogs. 

Upon another occafion, a fimilar difpofi- 
tion was manifefted by SiDj Mahomet. 
A Moor of fome confequence, and very opu- 
lent^ gave a grand entertainment on th§ 
q^ marriage 
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marriage of one of his fons. The emperor, 
who happened to be in the neighbourhood, 
and who well knew that magnificence was 
a ftriking proof of wealth, was determined 
to be prefent at the feftival, in order that he 
might more fully informhimfelf of the cir- 
cumflances of the Moor. For this purpofe 
he difguifed himfelf in a common drefs, 
and entered the houfe in the midfl: of all 
the jollity, and perhaps the licentioufnefs, of 
the entertainment. The maflcr of the ce* 
remonies obferving a perfon of a mean ap- 
pearaace intrude himfelf into the room h 
abruptly, ordered him out ; and upon the 
refufal of the flranger, he gave him a kick, 
end pufhed him by violence out of the houfe. 
For a fhprt fpace of time after this occur- 
rence the whole afiair palTed without no- 
tice, and probably had efcaped the memory 
of mofl ; and it was a miatter of the utmoft 
furprizeto the mafler of the houfe, to re- 
ceive an order, commanding him imme- 
diately to repair to Morocco. Ujpon being 
introduced to the emperor, he was afked if 
he rccolle<aed thecircumfbmces which have 
jufl been related, to which he replied in the 
affirmative, •' Know then,*' feys the em- 
peror. 
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peror, ** I was that Moor whom you treated 
*^ thus contumelioufly ; and to convince you 
^' I have not .forgot it, that foot and that 
*' hand which infulted me fliall perifti/' 
• — ^I have feen this unfortunate vidim of 
t)rranny walking about the ilreets with one 
leg and arm. 

The emperor was as ready to revenge the 
imaginary or the real injuries of his fub* 
jeds. To eluci4ate this aiTertion ; an Eng- 
li(h and French gentleman were amufing 
themfelves by the diverfion of courfing, in 
the viciniQr of Mogodore^ when one of 
their dogs unfortunately attacked the calf 
of a Moor. This accident foon brought 
out the villagers, who immediately (hot the 
dog, and entered into averyferious quarrel 
with the Chriftians, which terminated in a 
general conteft. The women of the village 
now thought it a proper occaiion for their 
interference ; and among their number was 
one, who from ojd age had loft all her teeth 
except two, and thefe were fo loofe that 
they could be with difficulty retained ; and 
another, who had upon a £otmcr occaiion 
' ira<%ured her arm, the bone of which had 
. never been reduced or united* In the courfe 

0.4 of 
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pf the difpute, thefe two women were un, 
intentionally thrown down, and by this ac- 
cident the old lady loft both iTer teeth, 
while the other inlifted that the Chriftians 
had been the occafion of fradturing her 
arm. To be brief, the Chriftians were 
overpowered by numbers, and were obliged 
to retire to Mogodore, where they .im- 
mediately made a complaint to the go- 
vernor of the infults they had received 
from the Moors, who in their turn alfo ap- 
peared before him with a complaint againft 
the Chriftians. The whole being referred 
to the emperor, both parties were ordered 
up to court, with a view of- giving the 
matter an impartial hearing, and of admi- 
niftering jufticc acH;prdingly. It is hardly 
neceflary to intimate, that in thi$ uncivi- 
lized country, and with a mari of Sidi 
Mahomet's prejudices, the Moorish evi- 
dence would be certain of a favourable 
hearing. The circumftances indeed of one 
woman loofing her teeth, and another hav- 
ing her arm fradlured, appeared in the eyes 
of the emperor fo plaufible, that upon their 
being made known to him, without hefi-! 
tation he ordered the Chriftians tQ be put in 
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Jrons, and confined, till he fliould detenninp 
upon the punifliment which luch apparent 
crimes merited. For this purpofe, the 
Mufti, or high pritft, Was defired to refer 
the matter to the Koran, with a view of 
punifliing the delinquents according to its 
(diftates. The prieft foon found qut^ paf- 
lage, where it fpecifies an eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. The Englifli gen-P 
tleman, whom the old lady fixed upon for 
the perfon who had been the occafion of her 
misfortune, was therefore diredcd tq loofe 
two of his teeth, which punifliment was im- 
mediately put in execution in rfie prefence of 
the emperor ; while his French companion, 
as they could not find out a punifliment in 
the Koran for breaking an arm, received the 
foaftinado in a manner which diigraced hur 
panityand the law of nations ; the prifo^ 
jiers were then fet at liberty. 

This circumftance brings to mind how 
narrowly I efcaped falling into a fimilar pre- 
dicament in the courfc of my detention at 
Morocco. One day, within the walls of the 
palace, I was grofsly infulted by a Moor, at 
a time when, fi-om the great anxiety I was 
fjnder, my temper was ipuch difturbed, and 
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which fo far had put me off my guard as to 
ioduce me to give the offender a blow* on the 
f4ce. Upon this a Moorifh fbldier, who^ 
unobferved by myfclf, was fitting beheld me 
in a corner of the wall^ exclaimed ia Ara- 
bic in a very auftere tone, " Chriftian, how 
dare you ftrike that Moor ?'* A full con- 
fcioufnefs of having a<5ted imprudently^ and 
a recolledion of the emperor's former treat- 
ment of Chriftians under limilar circum- 
ftances, now preffed upon my mind with 
ftich force, that at firft I was at alofs what 
part I fhould take to extricate m3rlelf from 
this difficulty. To walk away, would be an 
acknowledgment of guilt, and would afford 
the Moor a greater plea for making a com- 
plaint ; I therefore determined upon return- 
ing back and expofhilating with the man, 
by telling him that I had been groisly in- 
fulted, and mufl therefore be under the ne- 
ceffity of making immediate application to 
the governor of the town to have the offen- 
der feverely punifhed for attacking one, 
who, from the nature of his employment, 
was in the emperor's fervice^ and confc- 
quently under his particular protedtion* In 
reply, the Moor iaid, that bad I kicked 

him. 
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hSm, lidtibwhipped him^ or punifhed him 
in any other way but that of flapping his 
fece, he fliould have overlooked it; hut a 
blow in the face was in their law a crime 
of fo ferious a nature, that he thought it his 
duty to acquaint the emperor of it, who 
had hitherto never pardoned any peribn con- 
vifted of fo heinous an offence, but had al- 
ways cut oflFthat hand of the Moor which 
had offered the infult ; what then could a 
Chriftian expeft frcnn him? From the 
knowledge I had already learned of the 
Moorifh charader, I itill thought it necefla^ 
ry to continue in tl|e fanie ilrain, by inform- 
ing the Moor, that he might a<% as he 
thought proper, but that I (hould ftiU fulfil 
my refolution, and had no doubt but it 
would have its proper eiFed:. The man 
now began to foften, and faid, that as I was 
in the emperor's fervice, he would for this 
time look over the offence, but cautioned 
iSte- to be careful how I a<^ed in future. 
Upon confidering every circumflance, I 
thought it moft pmdent to let the matter 
drop here ; and I acknowledge that this af« 
fair proved a fufHcient lefTon to me to avoid 

in 
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^ in future entering into fimilar contcfls with, 
the Moors- 

6ii>i Mahomet was fufficiently con- 
fcidus of his own power and dignity, and 
kept every perfon at the moil abjefb dif- 
tance ; no perfon daring to approach or 
fpeak to him without his permiffion. Sen- 
fible ajfo of the exceifes into which he 
might be betrayed by ungoyerned paffion, 
if at any time he found v^his temper difcom- 
pofed he indifcriminately ordered every per- 
fon out of his fight. It may eafily be con* 
ceived that the monarch had no difficulty 
in fecuring obedience to this mandate, fincc 
all were fenfible that to have continued ia 
his pr^fence would have beeo highly dan-i. 
gerous, if not fatal. 

The only perfons who poflefled any con- 
fiderabk influence over the emperor were 
his women j and it was through that chan-. 
ncl that the moft fuccefsfuj bufinefs \vai 
tranfadled with him. 

Thus far for the vices of arbitrary power, 

' But deceit, hypocrify and falfehood were 
qualities which could not be immediately 
afcribed to that fource, unlcfs we confider 
lljeqi as the neceflary efFefts of an educa? 

6 tiQn 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fefr. arj? 

ti<m in a defpotic court. As a cloak to 
adlions which he knew muft excite difap- 
probation and difguft, Si0i Mahomet 
attempted to perfuade his fubjedls that they 
proceeded from motives of religion and juf^ 
tice ^ and to give them a greater iand:ion 
lie enrolled himfelf in the fraternity of faints, 
and paid a ilri6t attention to all the fu«- 
perftitions and forms peculiar to his religion. 
Thifi condufl: anfwcred well with the igno- 
rant part of the community^ but the more 
enlightened could not but obferve that he 
attended more to the ceremonial of his reli- 
gion than to its principles, which he made 
no fcruple of violating whenever it fuited his 
convenience. What he promifed one day 
he would, refufe the next, fo that no depen- 
dance was ever placed upon his .word. 
Added to thefe, he pofleffed a large pbrtionof 
that low cunning which is common to per- 
fons whofe minds and fentiments have not 
been elevated or refined by literature or 
fcience. He perhaps, indeed, found this 
quality not without its ufes in governing 
fuch a people as the. Moor s; and no man 
underftood their character and difpofition 
better than he did* He was aware that 

refpeft 
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refped is frequently deftroyed by unfeafon^ 
able familiarities^ and therefore kept at a 
itioft fkately diftance from his fubjedts^ and 
but feldom appeared among them. By 
thefe means his confequence was preferved, 
and his condud and his talents were in- 
volved in that impenetrable and awful mift 
that furrounds Uie feraglios of Eaflern mo^ 
oarchs. 

The few rebellions which occurred during 
his long reign, proved dccifively that he 
knew how to govern his fubjeas* When- 
ever a difpofition for revolt prevailed in any 
of the provinces^ a body of troops was im- 
mediately difpatched to plunder the whole 
of the difcontented province, and to foize 
the infurgents, who were immediately con- 
ducted to court, and punifhed according to 
the magnitude of their refpeftive offences. 
Some were put to death, others were de- 
prived of their hands and legs; and for 
lefler crimes the difcontented parties under- 
went the baftinado. This monarch em- 
ployed perfons in different diftrids to watch 
the motions of his fubjefts, and to inform 
him of every fymptom of revolt; and dbus, 

4 J>y 
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by a well-timed interference, he was ena- 
bled to crufh rebellion in the bud. 

In his conduiSt towards foreign powers 
SiDi. Mahomet difcovered the fame dif- 
regard to truth and juftice, the fame adroit- 
riefs and cunning. He readily promifed to 
grant every demand, provided he was to be 
well paid for the conceffion. 3ut it muit 
have been valuable prefents indeed which 
would induce him to perform his promife. 
He protracted negociations in order that he 
and his minifters might be enriched by 
them; but always as much as poffible avoid- 
ed bringing them to a final determination, 
by either granting or refufing a favour. 

If foreign powers omitted to pay him 
the tribute he demanded, he immediately 
threatened in the fevereft manner to com- 
mence hoftilities ; yet in this he was never 
in earneft, for he was more afraid of his 
enemies than they had reafon to be of him. 
When he found they were not difpofed to 
contend the matter with him, Jhe increafed 
his demands accordingly. 

In order to enhance his confequence, he 
endeavoured to perfuade his fubjeds that 
he was remarkably ikilled in matters of 

which 
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which they were entirely ignorant. Td 
preferve an appearance of ability, when he 
was vifited by Europeans, if the ftranger 
was a merchant, the fubjedl of convcrfation 
was on manufadures, foreign commerce^ 
&€• If he was a military officer, fortifi- 
catipns, attacks, &c* were the topics ; aiid 
if a feafaring perfon, he would then fcratcH 
on a piece of paper a 'plan of his coafts and 
harbours.. Though he rarely advanced any 
thing to the purpofe on thefe fubjefts; yet 
as foreigners who vifited the court generally 
appeared there with a view of obtaining 
fome favour, and as it was never cuftomary 
for any perfon to contradift the emperor, 
they always coincided with his opinions, 
and pretended at leaft to admire his exten- 
five abilities. This fully anfwered the in- 
tention of the emperor ; it induced his fub- 
jcfts to form a good opinion of his under- 
ilanding, and he often coUeded fome real 
information from the anfwers which his 
vifitors returned to his queftions. 

^ SiDi Mahomet paid more attention to 
military affairs than to his navy, though if 
any power refufed to repair a frigate, it was 
a fufficient induceihent for him to threaten 

a war^ 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, e*fr. 241 

E war. He thought himfclf perfeftly ac- 
quainted with the art of fortification, but 
his knowlcdgo^ of it extended no farther 
than a few loofe. hints which he had receiv- 
ed upon the fubjeft from thofe Europeans 
who had vifited the court. 

In his court and perfoAal aj)pearance, 
SiDi Mahomet afFeded great llmplicity 
of manners, not allowing even his own fons 
to appear in his prefence except in a plain 
Moorifli drefs. They then were obliged to 
uncover their cap or turban (for a Moor 
never pulls off either except when going to 
bed) and to wear inftead of the haick the 
SULAM, which is a cloak made of white 
or blue woollen cloth, the front parts of 
which they were obliged to throw over their 
(boulders, and as foon as they faw the em- 
peror to proftrate their heads to the ground, 
and kifs it, exclaiming, "God fave the 
"king!'* He then ordered thejn to ap- 
proach, and fpeak to him. 

Though in general of a ftately demea- 
nour, he was fometimes known to unbend, 
and occafionally took pleafure in converfing 
with his courtiers on various fubjeds ; but 
R they 
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they were permitted to advance no opinioa 
of their own, but merely to approve of 
what he faid. He frequently talked upon 
the fubjeft of religion, and confidered him- 
felf as well informed in that particular. 
He fometimes endeavoured to explain to 
therfi different parts of the Koran, point- 
ing out its beauties^ and impreffing on the 
minds of his auditors the moft intolerant 
prejudices againft Chriftians. 

The mixture of good and evil fo incident 
to all human charadersj, was alfo to be 
found in Sidi Mahomet. Notwithftand-s 
ing what has^ been remarked of his avarice, 
his duj5licity, and abfurd pretenfions to re- 
ligion, there are fome circumftances which 
ferve to leflen our indignation, and thefe it 
is only confiftent v^ith juftice and candour 
to ftate. It is generally allowed, that though 
he muil: neceffarily fuffer in a comparifon 
with the princes of free and civilized na- 
tions, yet when compared with his dpfpotic 
predeceffors, his charader greatly rifes in 
the fcale of humanity. He was feldom or 
never wantonly cruel. He was certainly 
fometimes too hafty in pronouncing fentencc ■ 
on. criminals,, for which he has been often 

known 
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known to exprefs the ftrongeft fentiments 
of remorfe ; and his defire to prevent any 
ill efiedts from his pafiions has been already 
remarked. 

In his adminiftration of juftice he genc-« 
i rally adled very impartially, except indeed 
•when his own intereft was immediately con- 
cerned, and then every other feeling gave 
way. It muft, however, be acknowledged, 
that though himfelf a moft notorious vio- 
lator of the laws, he fo far refpefted them 
that he never would permit others to follow 
his example. Though fo extremely avari- 
cious, it has been already ftated that in fome 
fcvere inftances of public diftrefs, he gene- 
rouily difpenfed his treafures to adminifter 
relief to the fuflferers ; and the number of 
poor people who were daily fed at his palace, 
of which I was an eye-witnefs, plainly 
evinced that he was not deftitute of charity. 
Europeans met with greater encouragement, 
and the ^^leels of commerce were lefs clog- 
ged, during the reign of. Sidi Mahomet 
than at any preceding period. 

Thus was this monarch a finguHr com- 
pound of liberality and intolerance, of ava- 
rice and benevolence, of cruelty and com- 
R 2 paiIion« 
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paflion. It is perhaps only in a Iftate of 
defpotifm that we behold thi5 confufion of 
charafter. , The legal rcftraints of civilized 
life, form tbcmfelves into habits ; and the ec- 
centricities and caprices to which circum- 
ftances, fituation, the ftate of the health, or 
perhaps the variations of climate, difpofe 
the human mind, are no longer found to ex- 
ift in European countries, or exift in an in- 
ferior degree. Happy It is, when any rc- 
ftraints are impofed upon us, to prevent us 
from doing evil. Man is a creature not 
formed for arbitrary power. So limited are 
his views, fb variable his difpofition, io 
violent and tyrannical his paffionsi that the 
wifeft of men would certainly not wifh for 
abfolute authority, and the beft, if entrufted 
with it, would probably abufe it. 

The conduft of the emperor towards fo- 
reign courts has already been noticed. His 
means of extra(5ting money from them by 
threatening a war, which perhaps^n reality 
he dreadedj has been likewife ftated. It 
will probably not be unfeafonable in this 
place to introduce a few remarks on their 
condud: towards him. 

The obfervation that firft and m^ft natu- 
§ rally 
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rally prefents itfelf upon this occafion is— • 
that nothing but grofs negleft or inexcufeable 
ignorance could induce the European princes 
in general to remain in a kind of tribu- 
tary ftate to a prince, who had neither an 
iaraiy nor a fleet which deferved the name, 
and a people whofe difpofition i^ lefs fuited 
to enterprizc than perhaps any other. 
. What had they to fear from him ? His 
whole fleet confided only of a few fmall 
frigates and row-boats, ill managed and 
worfe manned^ the whole of which might 
have been deftroyed in one day by two or 
three well-appointed European frigates. 
The entrances of thofe ports where he laid 
up his (hipping, if we except Tangiejl 
and Lar'ache, are, as I before obferved, 
fo continually choaking up with fand, that 
iv^ a fhort time they will only admit fifh^ 
ing-boats, or the very finallefl: craft. The 
towns are none of them regularly fortified, 
except MoGODORE, and that hardly pro- 
duces half a dozen men who underfland the 
leaft of working the guns. And yet this 
contemptible power gives law:s to all the 
coafts of Portugal and Spain, and may be 
faid in fome meafure to command, the en- 
trance of the Mediterranean | 

R3 It 
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It may be faid,*h6 was too trifling a pow- 
er to notice ; if fo, why lavifh immenfe 
prefents for the purpofe of keeping him in 
temper ? Thofe who imagined they fecured 
his friend/hip by thefe means were much 
miftaken ; on the contrary, they only added 
fuel to that flame of avarice which was not 
to be extinguiflied. If he was one day pre- 
fented with a frigate, he afked for two the 
next ; and the more his requefts were in- 
dulged, the more his inordinate. deiires were' 
increafed. 

It is well known to thofe who have been 
converfant with the Moors, that to fecure 
their friendfliip you muft firft aflfert your 
own fuperiority, anAthen if you make them 
a trifling prefent, its value is trebled in their - 
eftimation. The fame difpofition would 
have been found in Sidi Mahomet, as in 
the common Moor, So far from courting an 
alliance, it would rather have been good po- 
licy at once to quarrel with him ; the lofs of 
a few towns,, and particularly Mogodore^ 
to which he was much attached, from its 
being raifed under- his own aufpices, would 
foon have reduced him. to good- humour and 
fubmiflion. 

^ The 
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The emperor's title is, ** Emperor of 
** Africa; emperor of Morocco; kin^ 
** of Fez, Suz, and Gago; lord of DarA 
** and Guinea ; and great Sharif of* 
** Mahomet." 

The principal amufement of the em- 
peror was latterly obferving his foldiers fire 
with mufquets at targets, and rewarding 
thofe who were fuccefsful with fmall pieces 
of money. He alfo occafionally entertained 
himfelf with falcons; but in general he 
fpent the greater part of his time with his 
women. 

The emperor received foreigners, and 
tranfafted all public bufinefs, either in his 
carriage or on horfeback, in fome of the 
bpen fpaces within the palace. Formerly^ 
indeed, on fuch occasions, it was fometimes 
cuftomary to admit ftrangers into one of 
the rooms j ^nd then he obliged thern to 
conform to the cuftom of the country, by 
pulling off their flioes when in his prefence i 
but fome fpirited Europeans a few years aga 
having refufed to pay that homage, he ever 
afterwards gave them audience in one of 
his court-yards. The Sp^nifh friars at Mp- 
ItOCCQ only were an cxceptign to this rule; 

R 4 ^W 
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for upon their informing him that they 
never pulled off their fhoes to any power 
•under God, he always permitted thpm to 
enter his room with them on. 

Previous to a ftranger, whether an Eu- 
ropean or Moor, obtaining an audience of 
his Moorifli niajefty, a prefent was always 
made to one of his minifters, as an induce- 
njent to him to acquaint his fovercign that 
9, ftranger fplicited that honour, The> firft 
prefent, unlcfs it was fomething very hand- 
fome, did not always fucceed; and it was 
frequently neceiTary to apply to two or thre? 
minifters to procure a fpeedy audience, or 
even to fend in a prefent to one of the Sul- 
tanas, none of whom entertained any very 
uneafy fenfations about accepting the com^ 
pliment. The latter was indeed th? moft 
certain mode of fuccceding. 

After having fo far accompKftied his 
wifhes, the ftranger was next liable ^to be 
detained a longer or a ihorter time before 
the capricjipus monarch would fix on a day 
for receiving him. Even after this he would^ 
frequently fend for him in a violent hurry 
to the palace, and when there keep him 
ir\ one pf tl^e opci) courts feyer^l 

hours i 
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hours; he would then £end an excuie 
for not admitting him on that day$ an4 
this agreeable procefs was in many in- 
ftances repeated three or four times. The 
tardinefs, infolence, and irriegularity of the 
court of Morocco is indeed beyond con- 
ception ; and thofe who have buiinefs thctc 
ought to be poiTeiTed of all the philoibphy 
and patience of a Stoic, if they would avoid 
the deprivation of their fenfes* 

No perfon whatever, whether Moor or 
Chriilian, was admitted into the prefenc« 
of the fovereign, but when accompanied 
with an handfome prefent, more or lefs ' 
valuable, in proportion to the favour in- 
tended to be requefted. . Even the em- 
peror's own fons were not exempted from 
this cuftom, upon pajdng their firft vifit after 
a previous abfence. The generofity of the 
fuitormuft not even ftop here; for when 
the audience is over, the matter of the cere- 
monies with his fervants, and the porters 
of all the gates in the palace, which arc 
rather numerous, have a claim for their 
pefquifites, and are not to be got rid of till 
they obtain fomething. Indeed^ as they 
jpceive no pay from their royal matter, thcfe 

perquifitcs 
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perquhites were the only means they had 
of obtaining a fuhiiflence *• 

After 

^ For the fadt ft iffioii of thofe who n^ty have occafion 
to vifit the ^urt of Morocco upon buiinefs, I have with dif- 
ficulty obtained an accountof the fees which are ofually paid 
by European merchants to the emperor's attendants. Con^ 
■Tds and nmbaffadors of coarfe pay more in proportion 



Sxpences at Court. 

r A more or lefs valuable prefent, ac* 
To thp emperor— < cording to the favoui^which is ex^ 

C pefted. 
To the mafter of the ceremonies for n 

publicaudiences^who introduces L The fame in proportion, 
ftrangcrs to the emperor -^ J 

Ounces 

To the man who attends the emperor at the Machoire 20 

To — who cleans his muflcets - - - 20 

To -^ . whohas thecareof hishorfes - • 2Q 

To — who makes tea for the emperor - 10 

To — who has the care of his lance - - 10 

To — who has the care of hift umbrella - 5 

To — who has the care of the emperor's Caddies lo 

To the emperor's coachman - • - - j 

To the man who has the care of the emperor's fpurs r 5 

T6 — who has the care of the emperor's tents i o 

To — who has the care of the emperor's flippers j 

To . — who gives the emperor water to drink - 5 

To — who takes care of the emperor's chair - 5 

To — who takes the flies off the emperor's face J 

To •— who takes care of the emperor's fwonl *- j^ 

To — ' who takes care of the emperor's watch - 5 

T9 
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After having completed the bufinefs at 
courts the obtaining of the final difpatches 
was commonly attended with the fame 
difficulties as the obtaining of an audi-* 
encc^ The emperor was not only na- 
turally very forgetful, but fbmetimes, from 
political motives, intentionally fo. He wasv 
very well aware, that the longer ftrangers 
were detained at Morocco, the more his 
minifters would be enriched by them ; and 
as the money came at laft, though by a 
circuitous courfe, into his own pocket, he 
ufed frequently to forget that flrahgers 
were waiting for their difpatches. The 
miniilers, on the other hand, unlefs flimu^ 
lated by fubflantial prefents, were gene- 
rally extremely dilatory in reminding him 
of thfem ; and there have been many in- 
fiances of foreigners being detained at Mo- 
Rocco five or fix weeks, entirely owing to 
this circumltance. 

To the porters pf the Machoire, for ten gates ^ 40 

To the emperor's gardeners - - - - 10 

yo calling for each audience - - - « ib 

Total - aos 

Anounce, as I have before obferved, is a fiiver coin ef 

nearly the fame valo^ as five pence Englifh. 

With 
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With refpeO: to the court of Morocco, 
it latterly hardly dcferved that appellation. 
When the empieror was young, his faculties 
clear, and his abilities in their prime, he 
entrufted to his miniilers a confiderable 
fliare erf" the public bufincfs ; but within the 
few laft years of his life, when his ftrengdi 
of body as well as of mind were worn out by 
hard fervices and old age, either from fufpi- 
cion or dotage, he took the reins of govern- 
ment entirely into his own hands. The 
minifters and fecretaries not daring to notice 
the miftakes of the fovercign, were obliged 
to write Out letters and fend orders, which 
were contradided almoft every hour, and 
' which occafioned the utmoft confufion. The 
court of Morocco, indeed, under the moft 
advantageous circumflances, was always no- 
torious for its irregularity and contradiction i 
but a fhort time previous to the emperor'* 
death the government could fcarcely be fiud 
to exift at all. 

As an account of the officers employed 
about the court of the exnperor has never 
been particularly detailed to the public, a 
fliort ftatement of them will probably not be 
oniaterefling: I fhall therefore, in as few 

vrords 
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words as pofllble, point out their refpedivc 
employments. 

The emperor's court confifted of, 

1 . A prime minifter, named the Eff e-ndi, 
or friend; who was the refponfible man, and 
during that period when the government was 
carried on in a more regular manner, all fet- 
ters and orders were figned by him before 
they Were difpatched. 

2. A principal fecretary to the treafury, 
united with the office of Effendi ; whfo 
had the difburfement at large of the empe-» 
ror's payments, with fix Moorifli andfeven 
Jewifli under-fecretaries, 

3. A mafter of the horfe, with one hun- 
dred and twenty afiiftants. 

4. A grand chamberlain, a place com- 
monly united with that of prime minifter, 
with feventeen affiftants ; nine of whom 
were fons of Spanifh renegadoes, three fons 
of negroes, and ^the others Moors. 

5. A grand falconer, which is an hereditary 
place, and perhaps the only one in the coun- 
try, with twenty affiftants. 

6. A keeper of the great feal. 

7. Two grand ftewards, with eight a(^ 
^ftants: 

8. Five 
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8. Five infpedors general of all thc*em* 
peror's affairs, the principal of whom was the 
Effendi. , 

9. Three mafters of ceremonies for public 
audiences, with forty aiBflants. 

10. An interpreter general for the Ger- 
man, Dutch, Englifh, French, Spanifii, and 
Latin languages ; this man was a German 
renegado. 

1 1 . A fecretary for the Spanifh and Italian 
languages, who was a Geiioefe. 

12. Two grand keepers of the jewels and 
plate. 

1 3 . A grand mafter of the baths. 

14. Two grand keepers of the arfenal. 

15. Two keepers of the emperor's goods 
and warehoufes. 

16. Three infpeftors of mofques, &c. 

17. Five keepers of the provifions. 

1 8. Two keepers of the library. 

19. Two aftrologers. 

20. Four mafters of the carriages, with 
twoaffiftants. 

21. Twelve fons of renegadoes, who have 
never had beards, employed in drawing the 
finall carriage^. 

22. Three 
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'22. Three principal affiftants for prayers, 
with feventeen deputies, fons of the great 
people of the empire. 

23. Three bearers of the umbrella, with 
nine affiftants. , 

24. One bearer of the fabre. 

25. Two bearers of the bafbn. 

26. Two bearers of the lance. 

27. One bearer of the watch. 

28. Five bearers of the emperor^s own. 
firelocks, who are all Alcaides, with fifteen 
inferior affiftants. 

29. A bearer of the colours and ftan- 
dard. 

30. A phyfician and a furgeon, with 
feveral tradefmen, too njamerous to men* 
tion. 

Upon taking a retrofpeftive view of the 
employments under die emperor of Mo- 
Kocco, we fhall not find that they differ fo 
much from thofe of other ftates, as might 
have been imagined, from th6 ignorance of 
the European cuftoms obfervable in this 
people in other refpe<Ss. The places of 
Effendi and principal fecretary to the 
treafury being tini(ed in one perfon, bears 
confiderable analogy to the unlgn of the 

office 
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office of prime miniftcr with thofe of chan- 
cellor of the exchequer and lirft lord of the 
treafury. The appointments of fccr^tary of 
ilate^ matter of the horfc, grand chamber- 
lain, keeper of the great fcal, and grand 
felconer, are all places which are well 
known in European courts; and many 
otl^ers have nearly the fame correlpon- 
dence. , 

The principal diflference between the 
eourt of Morocco and thofe of Europe is, 
that the pofleflbrs of thefe appointments 
in European courts enjoy very lucrative in- 
comes from their refpe<3:ive ftates, while 
thofe of Morocco receive none at all from 
the court. They depend fblely on the pcr- 
quifites which are paid them by thofe who 
have bulinefs to tranfaft' with the court. 
Even this, however, fometimes forms a 
very inconfiderable income, though always 
fubjedl to defalcation from the rapacious 
hand of their fovereign, who feizes upon 
every thing with which he comesln contaft. 

The Effendi to the emperor had a de- 
gree of addrefs, and an ele^nce of man- 
ners, which would have- done hc^iour to an 
European courtier. He^receiyed a ftrangcr 

with 
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with a plealing fmile, and a refpedful bow; 
ihdok him warmly by the handy enquired 
after his health, invited him to his hpufe, 
and offered him his fervices. As he was 
rich, he was always extremely timid in the 
prefence of the emperor, notwithftanding 
he annually made him a large prefent to keep 
him in temper. Some of the princes, and 
many others, followed his example in this 
refpeft, judicioufly preferring the enjoyment 
of a little with a certainty, to the running a 
rifk of the whole. 

The emperor of late had no regular court 
days, but fixed upon them as, inclination or 
convenience diftated. On thofe days all the 
princes who were at Morocco, and every 
' perfon in the immediate fervice of the em- 
peror, were obliged to attend at the Ma- 
choire, an open part of the palace fo named, 
where they, with the foldiers, were arranged 
in the form of a crefcent ; the minifters and 
ftrangers in front, and the fovereign, either on 
horfeback or in his carriage, in the centre. 
Upon thefe occafions the public bufinefs in 
general was tranfafted, foreigners were re- 
ceived, grievances were ftated, complaints 
heard (every perfon being at liberty to apply 

S to 
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to the emperor for redrefs) and maleikdots^ 
were puniflied in'the^ prefence of the fove- 
reign, and the whole court. 

The revenues of the emperor of Moroc-^ 
CO confift of a tenth on every article of 
confumption, being the natural produftion 
of the country, as allowed him by the Koran p 
an annual fax upon the Jews y his cuftom- 
houfe and excife duties ; and the tributes^ 
which he exads from his fubjefts^ foreign- 
ftates,. and Eiiropean merchants, in the form 
©f prefents- From the laft articles he de- 
rives the moftconfiderablepartof his income. 

The want of fyftem, and the caprice of 
SiDi Mahomet, was fuch, that it is utterly 
impoffible to fay what was the annual amount 
of all thefe branches of revenue. The duties 
were frequently changed three or four times, 
in the courfe of a year, and the tributes 
were fubjedt to an equal degree of uncer- 
tainty. After all it has been a matter of 
great doubt and fpeculation whether Sini 
Mahomet was wealthy. From the grea- 
ter encouragement to commerce during his 
reign, the trifling expence of his court, 
every perfon engaged about it receiving little 
or no pay from the emperor, the uncom- 
monly 
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toonly fevere exadlions he enforced, and the 
numerous voluntary prefents he received^ 
the natural conclufion was, that he muffc 
have been very rich* On the other hand, 
however, his expences at the fieges of Me- 
tiLLA and MazacJan are known to have 
been very confiderable; and thefe, united 
to .the valuable prefents he annually tranf- 
mitted to the grand feignior, and to the 
Sharif 8"* of Mecca, are to be placed in 
the oppofite Tcale ; md when this is done, 
it will perhaps appear that his wealth was 
ferfrom confiderable* 

The land forces of the emperor of Mo- 
rocco confift principally of black troopft, 
the defcendants of thofc Negroes which 
MuLEY Ishmael imported from Guinea, 
ftnd foaie few white> amounting altogether 
to an army of about thirty^fix thoufand 
men upon the eftablifhment, two thirds of* 
which are cavalry ^ This eilablifhment, how*- 
ever, upon occaiion admits of a conlidera- 
ble increafei a$ every man is fuppofcd to be 
a foldier, and when called Upon is obliged 
to aft in that capacity^. About fix thoufand 
of the ftanding forces form the emperor's 

* Seepage 167. 

Sa body 
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body guard, and are always kept near bis. 
perfbn ; the remainder are quartered in the 
different towns of the empire, and are un- 
der the charge of the bafhaws of the pro- 
vinces. They J^re all clothed by the em- 
peror, and receive a trifling pay j but their 
chief dependance is on plunder, which they 
have frequent opportunities of acquiring. 

The foldier s have no diftindtion in drefs 
from the other Moors, and are only marked 
by their accoutrements, which confift of a 
fabre, a very long mufquet, a fmall red lea- 
ther box to hold their balls, which is fixed 
in front by means of a belt, and a powder- 
horn flung over their (houlders. 

The araiy is imder the direftion of a 
commander in chief, four principal Ba- 
shaws, and Alcaides who command 
diftindl divifions. With refpeft to the Al- 
CAIBJES it is proper to remark, that there 
are three defcriptions of perfons who bear 
this appellation: but thofe to whom I at 
prefent allude are military officers, who 
command foldiers from a thoufand to five 
hundred, twenty-five, or even four men in 
a divifion. 

4 ThQ 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, i^c. zSt 

*thc black troops which I have been de- 
fcribingare naturally of a very fiery ||>fjpofitiofl, 
capable of enduring great fatigue, hunger, 
thirft, and every difficulty to which a mili- 
tary life is expofed. They appear well cal- 
culated for fkirmifliihg parties, or for the 
purpofe of harraffing an enemy ; but were 
they obliged to undergo a regular attack, 
from their total want of difcipline they 
would foon be routed. In all their man- 
oeuvres they have no notion whatever of 
order and regularity, but have altogether 
more the appearance of a rabble than of an 
army. 

Though thefe troops are fuppofed to be 
the ftrongeft fupport of defpotifm, yet from 
their avarice and love of variety they frcr 
quently prove the moft dangerous enemies 
to thdr monarchs ; they are often known to 
excite fedition and rebellion, and their in- 
fclence has fometimes proceeded to fuch ex- 
cefles as nearly to overturn the government* 
Their condud: is governed only by their paf^ 
fions. Thofe yrho pay them beft, ^nd treat 
them with the greateft attention, they will 
always be moft ready to fupport. This cir-- 
cumftance, independent of every other^ 

S 3 makei 
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makes it the intcreft of the monarch to keep 
Jiis fubje<3^pi in as complete a ftate of poverty 
as poffible, The Moors are indeed rediark-' 
able for infincerity in their attachments, and 
for their love of variety ; a military force, 
in this kingdom efpccially, is therefore the 
only mpans wrhich a defpptic monarch can* 
employ for fccuring himfelf ip the poffeffion 
of the throne. Ignorant of every principle 
of rational liberty, whatever contefts this 
devoted people may engage in with their 
tyrants are merely contefts for the fuccef- 
fion ; and the fole obje<ft for which they 
fpend their lives and their property, is tQ 
exchange ohe mercilefs defpot for another. 

The cmperor^s navy confifts of about fif-» 
teen fmall frigates, a few xebecks, and be-t 
tween twenty and thirty row-galUes. The 
whole is commanded by one admiral, but 
as thefe veffels a^:e principally ufed for the 
purpofes of piracy, they feldom unite in ^ 
fleet. The number of fe^men \n the fer- 
vice ar6 computed at fix thoufand. 

I have already noted the b^d |late of the 
ports of Morocco, and the probability of 
their becoming ftill worfe ; it is therefore 
evident, ihat very little is to be ap{»lehende4 

from 
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from the emperor as a naval power; and 
indeed I am apt to believe, that though a 
cbnliderable part of his dominions is appa- 
rehtly maritime, he will in the courie of 
ibme years be dcftitute both of fleets and 
harbours* 

When defcribing the emperor's charadter, 
I obferved, that there cannot exift amore ab- 
iblute government than that of Mo A o ceo ; 
the lives and properties of the fubjed:s de- 
pending entirely on the will or caprice of 
•the monarch. The forms of "ordcr and juf- 
tice are, however, ftill preferved, though 
but very little of the fubftance remains* 

An officer is appointed by the emperor 
for the government of every province, who, 
as I have already ftated, is named a B a- . 
«HAw ; he is generally a Moor of fomc 
diftindtion, and frequently one of the em- 
peror's ions. This officer, who is appointed 
or removed at the will of the fovereign, 
has almoft an unlimited power throughout 
the province which he commands ; he caa 
inflid: every punifliment but death, can 
levy taxe$, impofe fines, and in ihort czb 
plunder any individual he pleafes ; and in- 
deed, if the reader will not fmile at the 
S 4 abufe 
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abufe of words, the plundering of the public 
and of individuals may be confidered as a 
part of the duties of his office. When by 
pvery fpecies of rapacity he has amaflfed a 
large property, it then bepomes the buiinefs 
of the emperor to divert this treafure into 
his own coffers. Some frivolous plea i$ 
therefore invented for the imprifoning of the 
bafhaw, which is immediately put into 
execution. The emperor then feiascs upon 
all his property, and afterwards reinftates 
hirii in his government, in order that the 
fame game may be played over again.— rSo 
perfeftly acquainted with mankind in every 
ftate and Situation was our inimitable Shake- 
fpeare : 

*^ Rofencrantz. Take you me for a fpungc, 
" my lord ? 

*' Hamlet. Aye, fir ; that foaks up the 
^* king's countenance, his rewards, his au- 
" thorities. But fuch officers do the king 
^' befl fervice in ' the end ; he keeps them, 
** like an ape, in the corner of his jaw ; firil 
** mouthed, to be at lafl fwallo wed. , When 
*f he needs what you have gleaned, it is but 
*f fqueezing you, and, fpunge, yov| fhall be 
" dry again." 

Siubprdiqate 
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Subordinate to the bafliaw, the emperor 
appoints governors to each town, named 
Alcaides, and officers with a fimilar au^ 
thority in every Douhar or encampment, 
who are called Shaiks, Thefe officers 
have the fame power invefted in them over 
their feveral diftrifts as the Bashaws have 
in their provinces, But in other refpedts 
their fituation is worfe, as they are not only 
fubjeft to the tyranny and caprice of the 
emperor, but alfo.of the Bashaw, 

The Alcaide, or governor, is invefted 
with both the military and civil authority 
io the tpwn where he refides. As a military 
pfficer he commands a certain number of 
foldiers, whom he emplpys for the public 
defence and tranquillity, and alfo forenforc-^ 
ing the payment of taxes, for the puniihing 
of delinquents, and to conyey his orders 
and meflages to court, or into the country. 
As a civil officer, he has the entire cogni- 
sance of all criminal matters, for which he 
difcretionally inflias any punifhment ffiort 
of death. 

If we Qoly reflea on the dangerous extent 
of this almoft unlimited power, it is eafy to 
^ticijpate th^ abyfes of it ip a country 
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vyhcK fo little attention is paid to jaftice or 
honour. For the moft trifling oi&nces the 
Alcaidb condemns the delinquent not only 
tobebaftinadoed very jfeverely, and impriiba- 
cd, but alio to pay him a iiim of mon^> or 
prefent him with fome other article equal 
in value, which probably the prifoner has 
been half his life in acquiring. It frequently 
happens, indeed, that lalfe acculatioris arc in- 
vented purpofely againft individuals to plun- 
der them q{ their property. This is not the 
only inconvenience ariiing from an abuie of 
power ;— for let a pcribn commit the moll 
notorious crime, if he can carry up a pre- 
sent to the governor of greater value than 
what was pr^entcd by his accufer^ he is not 
only forgiven, but if he has the leaft ingc- 
^ nuky he will find very little difficulty in 
even throwing the whole of the crime upon 
hi§ antagonift. Indeed, in this country, juf- 
tice, or rather judgment, is moft eafily pro- 
cured by purchafing it. 

Under the Alcaide is an officer named 
Ell-hackum, or deputy governor, whofc 
office bears fome analogy to our principal 
fbailiff or conftable. 

Befides 
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Befides thefe officers, there is in every 
town a Cadi, who is both a civil judge and 
the chief pricft ; fof it is well known that 
the civil and religious inftitutions are united 
in the Koran. When any difpute happens 
between individuals, refpedting ma^tters of 
right or property, debts, infults, &c. the 
perjfon who fuppofes bimfelf injured may 
apply for redrefs to the Cadi, who is to 
deterniii>e the matter agreeably to the prin- 
ciples of the Koran. In the abfence of the 
Cadi, any of the Talbs, who are common 
priefts, are equally authorized to ad: for 
him. If the parties chufe to employ law- 
yers, the pleadings muft be carried on in 
writing, otherwife they plead orally their 
own caufes. Upon thefe occafions the 
Cadi orTALBs cannot openly receive any 
payments but it is well known that they are 
too frequently influenced by private pre- 
ients. 

The chief of the Cadis is the Mufti, 
who is alfo the fupreme head of the 
church. 

When any party in a fuit conceives that 
Jic has reafon to complain of the jurifdidion 
of thefe officers, he has a right to appeal 

to 
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to the emperor, who gives public audiences 
for the purpofe of adminiftering juiUce. 
This cuftom would be a great alleviation to 
the evils of defpotifm, v^ere the emperor 
always to adminifter juftice impartially i but 
valuable prefents have fometimes too pow- 
erful an influence even over the fovereign 
himfel£ On this account, as well as on that 
of the great diftance of many of the pro- 
vinces from the feat of govermnent, the 
people feldom embrace this laft refourcc in 
apjplying for juftice. 

The mode of puniflilng criminals in this 
country depends entirely upon' the will of 
the fovereign. Trifling oflfences are ufually 
punifhed by imprifonment and the bafti- 
nado, which is infliding a certain number 
of %ipes on the hack and legs by leather 
ftraps, and which is fometimes executed 
with great feverity. For crimes of a more 
ferious nature, in feme cafes, the hands arc 
cut oflT, particularly for ftealing, in others a 
leg and a hand. When I was at Morocco 
four men who had committed murder had 
both their hands and legs , cut oflF, and were 
afterwards fhot. Other criminals are run 
through with fwords, knocked down with 

clubs^ 
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clubs, or are beheaded. Another mode of 
punifhment is tofling, which is fo con- 
trived that the vidim falls immediately 
upon his head. There were feveral pcrfons 
about Sid I Mahomet, who from pradtice 
had acquired an habit of throwing perfbns 
up, fo as at pleafure either to break the 
head, diflocate the neck, fradlure an arm, 
kg, or both, or to let them fall without 
receiving any material injury. When I was 
at Morocco a man received the latter 
punifhment in the morning, and in the 
afternoon the emperor made him a hand- 
fome prefent, as a recompencc for what he 
* had fufFered. 

To fum up all in a few words, there is 
no mode of cruelty known which has not 
been pradtifed at Morocco. I am well 
aware that in the prefent uncivilized fkte 
of the people, fevere and exemplary punifh- 
ments may be neceflary to keep them in 
any degree of fubjedion ; but it muft be at 
leaft allowed, that fuch feverities fhould 
never be inflifted but when there is a full 
proof of guilt. The contrary of this I am 
afraid is. too often the cafe at Morocco* 
The accufed is feldom permitted tp make 

his 



2^o A TOtik f6 M0ROCC6, tf^ 

lys defence, but is fent out o( die woriij 
very frequently without knowing, for wfea€ 
he fuifers. 

Thefe puniihraents were always in^idcd 
in the prefence of the emperor. The for- 
mer monarchs of this country were ihsk 
0wn executioners, and Sidi MahomeT 
a£ted in the fame capacity when prince j 
but upon his acceflion to the throne h« re- 
figned tjjat refpedtable office .to his Negro 
foldiers. I never was prefent at any of 
the^fe, executions^ but was informed that legs 
and arms, are taken oiFby a common knife 
. §nd faw, and that the ftump is afterwards 
dipped in boiling pitch, which is the only 
mfide of flopping the haemorrhage with 
which they are acquainted. 

To evince in what a cool light all thefe 
things are confidered by the Moors, one of 
the emperor's fons had undertaken to put 
a memorial from me into his father*^ hands, 
praying to be fent home. Upon my chilling 
Upon him. to aflc if he had complied with my 
requeft, he informed me, that when he 
laft faw his father an opportunity had not 
o^ired* as he was then very ^u^ in futtini 
fmeperjbns to death. 

C H A R 
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CHAP. X. 

Arrhalofyb3i.^i^ Absulem at Mcroc-- 
CO — his pompous Entry. — Adi^entures of 
fome Englijh Captives. — Accoiint of wild 
Arabs. — Interview with the Prince.—^ 
Flattering EocpeStations — difappointed.---^ 
Unworthy conduSi of the Prince — his 
Departure for MficcA. — DifagreeaSk 
Embarrajfments. — Efforts of the Author 
to procure Leave to return. 

ABOUT ten days after my intervicur 
with tbe emperor, Mitxey Absu- 
LEMarrived from Tarudant, in his wajr 
to Mecca. As. this prince was fo diitin- 
guiflied a favourite with the emperor, his 
public entrance into Morxdcco was coiv- 
duAed in a much more magnificent ilile 
than any other part of the royal family 
would perhaps hasie ventured upon. As. 
foon as intelligence arrived that ;thc prince 
was approaching the city, two of bis 
brothers, Muley Slemma and Mulje^ 
Ou$si:ne, who happeneed to !be at Mo- 

X ' ROCCO 
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Rocco at the time, the Bashaw, and all 
the principal perfons in the city, received 
orders to proceed on horfebaek to meet him, 
which they did in great form, and found 
him encamped at the diftance of about 
four miles. As foon as he had dined the 
cavalcade commenced, confifting firft, of all 
the prince's Alcaides, about, twelve in 
number, in front, flanked on each fide by 
one ftandard-bearer, who carried each a red 
flag, and one lance-bearer, carrying a lance 
of an uncommon length. Behind them 
was MuLEY Absulem in the centre; on 
the right of him Muley Slemma, and 
on the left Muley Oussine. The next 
in order was the Bashaw, with the prin- 
cipal perfons of the city ; and the rear was 
brought up by a troop of one hundred 
cavalry, all abreafl:, partly Negroes and 
partly Moors, who had the butt end of their 
mufquets refl:ing on their faddles, with the 
muzzles pointed perpendicularly. In this 
manner the prince advanced till he ap- 
proached the walls of the town, where he 
received orders to halt till the emperor 
came to him ; an honour which had never 
been paid by Sidi Mahomet to any per- 

fcn 
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^ ton before. The emperor fhortly after ad- 
vanced oil horfeback, with his fuite^ coh- 
fitting of about fifty foldier^. Upoii his 
approach Muley Absulem difmounted 
and kiffed the earth; upon which the em-* 
peror commanded him to rife, and approach 
clofe to his perfon. He then bleffed him* 
laying his hand on the prince's fieadi and 
^erwards embraced him with all the af- 
fc6lion of a fond father. Having made 
many enquiries concerning his fon's health, 
the emperor took his leaver and each re- 
tired to their refpedive places of refidence. 
As foon as the prince had got withip the 
walls of his garden, his troops fired three 
yollies of mufquetry in an irregular man- 
ner, as is cuftomary on thefe. occafibns, and 
there the ceremony concluded. 

It may eafily be imagined, that I loft no 
time in waiting on his highnefs, and I re- 
ceived from him as flattering a reception as 
I could poffibly wifh. The prince inform- 
ed me that he had continued recovering 
his fight gradually^ and that he found him-*- 
felf in every other refpeft in good health. 
I took this opportunity of reprefcnting to 
' T him 
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him how difagreeably I was fituated with 
fcfpciSfc to die emperor^ and trufted that he 
would now clear u;p every doubt that might 
have arifen on my acGotmt; and with this 
fcqucft he promifed to comply. On paying 
my fecond vifit^ the prince informed mc 
that he had obtained the eniperorV per- 
miflion to have again recourfe to his medi- 
sines, and that he was certain he fhould 
have influence fufficient with his father to 
pcrfuade him to give me up the Englifb 
captives, as a compliment for my fcrvices. 

The' prince had brought along with him 
to Morocco the Englilh captain, the only 
EngUihrnan that had been left in flavery,. 
the black having died fome time before* 
My reader will eafily conceive the pleafure 
I felt at feeing my unfortunate countryman> 
who had been left alone in the hands of 
fevages, now out of immediate flavery, and 
with the chearfiil profpe<ft, according to 
the^ promifcs of the prince, of being im- 
mediately fent home to his lnend§ and 
country* My fenfations indeed on the 
©ccafion niay be much more eafily felt than 
.^icribed^ But if this xircumibnce had 

£icb 
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fuch an etfeft lipon me, what miift it have 
had upon <his unfortunate officer^ who for 
fome months pali had been feparated from 
bis people, one of whom was a near rela- 
tion, and without knowing whether they 
Hvere deader alive J who with the evils of 
flavery had experienced that of a fevera 
fever, without having any perfon to confole 
him, or afford him that affiftance which ii 
fo neceflary upon fuch occafions ? To b« 
redeemed under fuch circumftances from 
his inhofpitable fituatioUj to recover from 
his illhefs, and to meet with all his com^' 
panions at Morocco^ well taken care of 
by the emperor, was a change which he 
had given up all expe<5tation of ever be^* 
holdingi 

The captain i^as a welUinfcrm^d young 
than^ and an agreeable companion; He had 
been brought up^ as I before intimated, to 
the profeffion of medicine and furgery, in 
both of which he had received a good edu- . 
totion^ His firft effay in the world was as 
furgeon to a Guinea-man; after having made 
fcveral voyages in this capacity, however; 
finding it a difadvantageous cmploytnent^ 
r % be 



,276 A TOUR TO MOROCCOv fcf^. 

he obtained the command of a fmall veflH 
in the iame trade, and this was his fir ft 
voyage as commander. 

Contrary to his' inclination h^e was order- 
ed by his owners to fail between the Cana- 
ries arid the coaft of Africa, which is at all 
times, cpnfidercd as a dangerous navigation* 
As he approached towards the fpot where 
his misfortune happened, which is inha- 
bited by wild Arabs, he got into a ftrong 
current, which drives diredlly towards the 
fliore, and a perfect calm fucceeding, the 
vcflel unavoidably ran aground. The crew 
immediately took to their boat, carried oif 
all the money on, board, which was about 
fiv^ hundred dollars, with a good fhare of 
provifions and water, and got fafe to (here. 

The part of the country where they were 
wrecked confifted of deep and heavy fands. 
As upon their firft landing they faw no* 
thing to mokil them, it was their intention 
to {M-oceed on foot> along the coaft to the 
northward, till they could reach Santa 
Cruz or Mooodore, where they could 
^nake their lituation known. For this 
purpofe they let off with their money, pro- 

vifion* 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, ifc. zjf 

vifions and water, and met with no difturb- 
ance till the end of two days. They then 
obferved a party of wild Arabs, armed with 
large clubs and knives, and rapidly advanc- 
ing towards them: their firft objedt was 
to bury their money in the fands. Over- 
powered by numbers, they faw no chance of 
making a fuccefsful defence, and therefore 
every moment expeded inftantaneous death. 
The favages, however, had a different ob- 
jedl in view. They knew very well that 
what property the unfortunate people had. 
about them was fufficiently fecure, without 
being under the neceffity of deftroying their 
lives in drder to obtain it, and they were not 
ignorant of the value of their perfons when 
offered for fale^ their ultimate objedt there* 
fore was, to bring them to market as 
ilaves. 

As each of their conquerors conceived 
himfelf equally interefted in the capture^^ 
they were fome time before they could agree 
among themfelves how they fhould difpofe 
of their prifoners; in the mean time fome of 
die people were knocked down, others had 
^eir pockets cut out, and the buttons torij 
T 3 fron* 
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frpm off their coats. They were at laft 
(dztd on by different perfons, and carried 
away to different places of refidence. 

A« I had an opportunity of feeing fomc 
pf thefe fa vages at Morocco, and as they 
appeared to be in fome refpedts different 
from thofe Arabs whom I had met with in 
my travels, I fhall beg leave to d^fcribe 
them. Contrary to the cuftom of the 
Moors, they wear the hair long, which is a 
dark black, and ftarting from their head? 
like porcupine's quDls. Their complexions 
are of a very dark brown, their nofes very 
pointed, their eyes dark and ftarixig, their 
beards long, and their features altogether 
fuggeft the idea of lunacy or raving madr 
ncfs. In their perfons they are very ftrong 
and mufcukr; and many of them go quite 
naked ; others wear only a fmall garment 
round their waifts.-— But to return to my 
narrative. 

The Englifh failors were put into mifer- 
able huts or tents, where for feveral days they 
could procure no fuftenance, but juniper- 
berries, brackifh water, and now and then a 
fmall quantity of milk. 

6 From 
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From thefe people they were foon dif- 
pofed of to others^ who put them into thb 
immediate employments of flaveryj thefe 
emplbymetits were the carrying of wat« ill 
ikins^ and perfcffming various other kinds of 
drudgery^ which was at all times accompa- 
nied with Aripes. 

After continuing in this ftate tjetweeft 
two and three months, they contrived to 
^t a fetter conveyed to the Englifli vice 
conful at Mo^oDORE, expreffive of their* 
iituation, who forwarded it to the conful 
general at Tangier, and at the fame time 
wrote to MuLEY Absulem upon the fub- 
jeA* This prince, who commanded the 
province adjoining to that where Captaia 
Irving andJiis people were detained, at the 
^expiration of eight months from the time 
this accident happened, obtained the empe- 
ror « permiffion to redeem them oiit i^ fla^ 
very, with orders to fend them up to Mo- 
iiocco, where his Moorifh majefty thought 
proper to keep them, till they were ex- 
prefsly fent for by our fbvereign; or, in 
^tfeer words, till he received an handfome 
preicijt, 

T 4. About 
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About four days'^ftcr :^he priftce's arrival, 
the flattoring aflurances which he had at 
firft given me refpefting thefe unfortunate 
pcrfons were apparently confirmed, by his 
informing me, that he had fucceeded to his 
wifhes with the emperor, in what he had 
promifed relative to the Englifh captives; 
that in two or three days he was to Jfet .ofF 
for Fez, in his way to Mecca, and that he 
yas to take us all with him as far as Sal-* 
LEE, \yhcnce a party was to be difpatchcd 
to cpnduft us to Tangier. 

Such agreeable intelligence, and fioin 
fuch authprity, afforded me; the moft pleaf- 
ing hopes that my jpurney would yet end to 
my fatisfadHpn. J eagerly flew to the c^- 
|ain to acquaint him with it; but he feemed 
too much accuftomed to difappointments, 
to entertain any very fanguinp expedtations 
from my information. I thiijk> however, 
his fpirits appeared fpmewhat reviycd upon 
the occ%fion. 

. The day before the prince's departure I 
was defired to ftate the number of mules 
which would be neceffary to convey my 
|)aggage 5 at the fanjic time I was told, that 

"ia 
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in two day)5 we were all to fet ofF. To my 
very great furprize, however, on the fame 
evening, I was for the firfl; time refufed per- 
miffion to fee the prince^ an excufe being 
made that he was then bufy, and therefore 
wifhed me to call in the morning. At the 
&metime I faw every preparation making 
for the. journey, and was pbfitively told that 
the prince was to depart from Morocco 
the very next day. 

As I could not help feeling ufteaiy and 
alarmed at this circumflance, I repaired 
early in the morning to the prince's habita- 
tion, to know the truth of what I had 
heard the day before; little enquiry how- 
ever was neceffary, fince the firft objeft 
that prefented itfelf was the baggage mules 
ready loaded; and, in addition to this cir- 
cuniftance, I was informed, that the prince 
was to fet oiFin an hour's time. 

It was in vain that I fent in repeated 
meflages to the prince, requefting that he 
would permit me to fee him. The only 
anfwer I could obtain was, that he was then 
engaged, and that I mufl: wait a little. 
Wearied out at length by the urgency of 

my 
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my IbllcitationSy a particular friend of hia 
highnefs c^me out and told mc, that the 
prince had Tent me ten hard dollars, with 
orders to leave the garden immediately, as 
no perfon but the emperor could fend me 

Enraged at this unworthy treatment, I 
defired the Moor to acquaint the prince, 
that it was not money I wanted; I wished 
him only to fulfil his engagement, and that 
till I had fome profpe<!% of that being ac* 
«omplifhed, I would not flir from the gar-;^ 
deii, unlefs compelled by force. The refult 
of this meilage was, that the fame man re^ 
turned with two dollars more, and faid 
that the prmce had done all he could for 
me. If I chofe to go to one of the empe^ 
ror*s fecretaries, whofe nanie he mentioned| 
he would give me. the emperor's letter of 
difpatch, and I then might proceed home in 
what manner I pleafed, but that the, prince 
had np further bufinefs with me^ Finding 
that meflages were fruitlefs, I determined 
to watch the opportunity of the prince's 
coming out of his houfe, and as fpon as h6: 
had mounted his horie I placed myfelf dir 
redly before hknf |n this lail; refource^ 

however^ 
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however, I found myfelf equally unfuc-^ 
cefsful' as before, and experienced the lait 
extreme of rudenefs and ingratitude; for be- 
fore my interpreter could pronounce a 
iingle fentence the prince puflied ob,- 
and rode haftily by me, leaving me ia 
as difagreeable a fituation as can well be 
4;onceived« 

To whatever point I directed my view^ 
there appeared nothing comfortable in the 
profpe^^t. I had come purpofely into the 
country to attend the prince, with his moft 
pofitive aflurances that 1 fhould be icnt 
back again, when he had no further occa-^ 
fion for my fervices. How great then muft 
be my mortification to find myfelf in a 
worfe fituation than the crane in the fable ? 
iince inftead of obtaining from him this ne- 
gative favour, in return for all the fatigues 
and inconveniences which I had experienced 
on his account, I found myfelf deferted en- 
tirely, and left in the charge of a haughty 
and perfidious emperor 1 Doubt after doulH 
took pofifeflionofmy mind; and this, joined 
with the refledion of having fo completely 
difappointcd the hopes of the unfortunate 
feamen, as well as the favourable accounts I 
hid written to the conful on the prince's 

recovery. 
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recovery; prefled fo forcibly on my feelings, 
that for the fpace of two or three hours 
I was in a ftate little better than that of in- 
sanity. 

As foon as I found myfelf in fome degree 
recovered, I went to the perfon to whom I 
'was direfted for my letter of difpatch, and 
was informed that he had fet off early that 
morning for Fez; and had the further &- 
tisfaftion of difcovering that the prince had 
availed himfelf of this excufe, in order to 
avoid my importunity. As noftrangerwho 
is fent for by the emperor can ftir from the 
court till he gets his difpatches, I now con- 
fidered myfelf in every refpe<3: a prifoner* 
Difappointed in every hope of emancipation, 
I returned home, and immediately difpatched 
cxprefles to the confuls at Tangier and 
MoGODORE, informing them of my fitu2^7 
tion, and earneftly requefting their immedi-^ 
ate interference. In the mean time I omitted 
no other means which occurred tp procure 
my difpatches, but all without fuccefs. The 
moft probable ftep which I could devife, or 
at leaft which I could carry into effedl, was 
to convey to the emperor's hands the follow- 
ing memorial, by means of one of his fons. 
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To his Imperial Majefty of Morocco. 

Mbft auguft fovereign. 
With all the refpeft arid fubmiffion 
due to your majefty's exalted ftation, I 
take the liberty of informing your majefty, 
that I had particular orders from the gover- 
nor of Gibraltar, under whofe- command I 
have the honour to ferve, to return imme- 
diately to my duty, upon my fervices^ being 
no longer neceflary to your majefty's fon, 
the prince Muley Absulem. That now 
being the cafe, I only wait to know whe- 
ther I am to have the honour of conveying 
your majefty's commands to Tangier, 
either for your majefly's fon Muley Ha-^ 
SEM, or for the Britifli conful general. 
I have the honour to be, moft refpe<afully. 
Your majefty*s moil humble 
and devoted fervant, 

W. Lempriere. 

I got the above letter tranflated inta 
Arabic, worded in the ufual compliments 
of the country, and having inclofed it in a 
filk handkerchief, the mode in. which all 
letters are prcfented to royal perfonagcs in 

J^arbary, 



%i6 A tOtjR to MOROCCO, l^ti 

Barbary, I carried it to Muley OmaS^ 
whom I had feen at Tarudant, with a 
prefent of Iriih linen, in value abotit fix 
dollars^ wrapped up alfo in a filk handker^ 
chief; and requefted him to deliver it into 
bis father's hands the firft opportunity^ 
The prince firft received the prefent, and 
tfientold me, that as we were always old 
friends, I needed not have troubled myfelf 
with bringing one; but that I might be 
aflured he would fettk the bufinefs to my 
entire fatisfa£tion in a very fhort time* 
The refult of this application was, a pro- 
mife from the emperor of being fent home 
immediately; but this was attended with 
the fame infincerity which I had ufually 
•experienced. 

My next effort was, by making prefents 
to the principal minifters to bribe them 
over to my intereft, as my delay might pro- 
bably arife as much from the emperor's 
want of memory as from any other cauiej 
fcr his faculties were then fo much im- 
paired, that he was not able to reccdieft 
circttmftances from one hour to another* 
I was in hopes that by means of his minify* 
ters he would be continually reminded of 
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me; but, either becaufe my prefcnts were 
not fufficiently large, ot becaufe thefe ra- 
pacious minifters were in hopes I would 
repeat thein> I effected nothing by this 
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Departure of Capt. l^vi^o^—Infolenceofthe 
Populace to Chri/lians. — Manners and 
CbaraSier of the Moors. — Education of the 
Princes. — Perfons and Drefs of the Moors. 
— Houfes and Furniture. -^Ceremonies. ^^^ 
Couriers. — Anecdotes illujirative ofMooriJb 
Cujioms. — Topics of Converfation at Mo- 
rocco. — Horfemanjhip. — Mujic andPoe^ 
try. — Religion. — Mofques. — Slaves. — 
Marriages. — Funerals. — Renegadoes. — * 
Caravans to Mecca and Guinea. 

IK a fortnight after the prince's depar-^ 
ture all the Englifli captives Were or- 
dered to MoGODORE, to remain under the 
wrc of a gentleman of that place, till our 

court 
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court fhould think proper to fend for them; 
Deprived by this cifcumftance of the fo- 
cfcty of the captain, whofe good fenfe and 
agreeable convcrfation kflened in a great 
degree the lineafiriefs I experienced from 
the irkfomcnefs of my fituation, Imuft con- 
fefs my fpirits did not receive much benefit 
from the change i ' My only refource at 
prefent for fociety vvas the French officer 
whom I formerly mentioned* 

Limited as dur fociety was to that of each 
other, there exifted a further impediment 
to amufement; for we could not leave the 
Jewdry without being fainted with repeated 
fliowers of ftones, opprobrious names, and 
every infult that bigotry and brutality could 
devife. The ignorant of every nation are 
intolerant i and there can fcarcely exift a 
more defperate or favage defcription of peo- 
ple than the Lazzaroni of Morocco: 
they are a mixed race, confifting of the 
bafeft of the citizens, with a number of 
ferocious mountaineers and wild Arabs, who 
have wandered thither in hopes of ac- 
quiring a fuljfiftence either by labour or by 
Iheft, 

Thf 
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^he defcription indeed of a mingled race 
Xviii ftill more extcnfiVely apply even to the 
more civilized inhabitants of thi3 country. 
In the towns particularly, the defcend^nts 
of the different tribes from w^hich they arc 
fpriing may ftill be traced, viz. thofe of 
the native Moors, of their Turkifh con- 
querors, and of the negroes who have 
been introduced in the manner already re- 
lated. ' 

The complexion of the tvs^o iirft is a 
fallow white, and from this circumftance, 
and from their intermarrying with each 
other, it is not poflible always to determine 
the origin of each individual; I fhall there- 
fore clafs them both under the general 
appellation of Moors. But the negroes, 
though they form i large proportion of the- 
emperor's fubjeds, are now by no nieans fo 
numerous as in the reign of MtJtEY IsH- 
MAEt, who firft introduced them into the 
country. They are better formed than the 
Moors, and as they are more lively, daring, 
and adive, they are entrufte4 with jtn im- 
portant fhare in the executive part of go- 
vernment. They conftitutc in fad the 
moft confiderable part of the emperor's 
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army, and arc generally appointed to the 
command of provinces and towns. This 
' circumflance naturally creates a Jealoufy 
between them and the Moors, the latter 
confidcring the negroes as ufurpers of a 
power which they have no right to af- 
iumc. 

The negroes are blood-thirfty, capricious, 
and revengefuU As foldiers, they rhanifefl 
fufficient ardour when commanded by po- 
pular officers; but their attachment de- 
pends on the generofity of their chief^^ and 
the energy, fe verity, and cruelty of his dif- 
pofition: if he flackens in any of theie 
particulars, they either defert him> or deliver 
him up to his enemy. 

Befides the negroes which form the em- 
peror's army, there are a great many others 
in the country, who either are or have been 
flaves to private Moors: every Moor of 
cbnfequence, indeed, has his proportion of 
them in his fervice. To the diigrace of 
Europe, the Moors treat their flaves with 
humanity, employing theni in looking after 
their gardens, and in the ddmeftic duties of 
their houfes. They allow^ them to niarry 
among' themfelves, and after a certain num- 
- ^ . ' ber 
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htt tit years fpontaneoufly pi-efent thetri 
with the invaluabk boon of liberty. They 
foon are Initiated in the Mahometan per- 
fuafion, theugh they fometimes intermix 
with it a few of their original fuperftitious 
cuftoms* In every other r^fpedl they copy 
the drefs and mahflers of the Moors 1 of 
which I fhall endeavour to give the reader 
ibme general idea. 

To think juftly and with candour of the 
Moori(h charadter, we muft take into our 
consideration the natural efiedts of a total 
wantof education/ a moft rigidly arbitrary 
government^ and a climate calculated^ as far 
as climate has influence^ to Simulate and 
excite the vicious paffions, as well as by its 
debilitating and relaxing influence to wea- 
ken and deprefs the nobler energies of the 
mind. To thefe we may add the difad- 
vantages arifing from the want of a free 
intercourfe with other nations, and the 
influence of an abfurd and unchiaritable re- 
ligion. 

, In fuch a ftate of things the traveller is 
not tr be furprized if he obferyes moft of 
the vices of favage nations grafted upon 
thofc of luxury and indolence ^ if he ob- 
U a fervos 



/ 



254 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fcfr. 

Tq copceal more efFedtually their rich^^i 
they are obliged to have recourfe to evciy 
form pfdiffiniulationancj deceit! and being 
pxercifed in thefe qualities during the early 
part of life, at a pipre advanced period they 
bcconie an pftablifhed paft pf their cha- 
rafter. 

The Moors arp naturally of a grave and 
penfive difpofitipn, fervid in profeffion? of 
friendflijp, hut very infinqere in their at? 
tachmcnts. They h^ve np curiofity, no 
ambitipnof knpwiedgei an indplent habit, 
united tp the want of ipental cultivation, 
renders them perhaps even more callous 
than other unenlightened people to eycry 
(ielicate fenfatipn, and they require mpi^ 
than ordinary excitement to render them 
fenfible pf pleafure or of pain. It is to this 
circumftance, and to their religion^ which . 
teaches them to impute every ^ing to a blind 
predeftination, that we may attribute that 
paffive obedience which the Mpprs difcover 
under all their misfortunes and pppreffipns. 
This langour of fentjment is, however, up- 
accompanied with the fmalleft fpark of cou- 
rage or fortitude, When in adverfity, they 
inanifeft thp moft abjeft fubmiiSon to thcl^ 

fuperiqrs. 
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fuperiors, and in profperity their tyranny and 
pride is infupportable. They frequently 
fmile, but feldom are heard to laugh loud* 
The mofl infallible mark of internal tran- 
quillity and enjoyment is, when they amufe 
themfelves with ftroking or playing with 
their beard- When roufed by refentment, 
their difputes rarely proceed further than 
violently to abufe each other in the moft op- 
probrious language. They never fight or box 
with their fifts, like our peafantry, but when 
a quarrel proceeds to great extremities, they 
collar each other, and fometimes terminate a 
difpute by affaflination. 

It has been fome where remarked, tha^ 
whatever debafes the human fpirit <:orrupts 
at the fame time and depraves the heart. 
That abjednefs of difpofition, which a ftate 
of flavery induces, eradicates every noble, 
every generous fentiment. The Moors are 
diihonourable and unfair in all their deal- 
ings ; nor are the greateft among them ex- 
empt from propenfities which would dif- 
grace the meaneft of the civilized inhabitants 
of Europe. When the emperor's army was 
at Tangier, one of theconfuls invited the 
^oorifh .general and his particular friend to 
U 4 tea. 
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tea. Soon after their departure the confi{l 
hiifled one of his tea-fpoons, anc} kpowing 
the difpofitions of the Moors, fent to the 
general for it j whp immediately returned it, 
and fimply apologized, by faying he had put 
it into his pocket by miftake. 

When we treat of national genius or char 
rafter, it were to be wi(hed that language 
fiipplied us with fome term ^vhich might 
ferve to indicate that habit or cuftom iS 
the great framer of the charafters of natipns* 
Of this truth there can be no ftronger evi- 
dence than Morocco affords. Tprpid and 
infenfible as I have reprefented the Moors jn 
general to be, this character is by noqieans 
applicabjle to them ^n early life. In the ftafe 
of childhood they ppflefs an uncommon 
fhare of vivacity and acutenefs^ but they fink 
gradually into indolence and ftupidity as they 
advance in life. It is evident, thereforCij, 
that to the want of education only this cjr- 
cumftance is to be attributed. While at 
fchool they are fcarcely lefs remarkable for 
attention than ability; and as they commit 
their leflbns to memory, ho fmall ihare of 
application is required. This courfe is? 
however, extremely lirhited, and continues 
' " " • "for 
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ipr a very fhort period ; it confifts at moft.of 
being inftruftjsd ip certain parts of the Kor. 
ran, an4 perhaps learning to write. After 
this a}l attention tp Je^rning. cea/ess an4 
though tlieir parents never indulge themji 
jet they are rarely chaftifed, aijd. are left tp 
themfeives jm general alnioft ia a ftate pf 
nature. 

A late eloquent writer has renjarked, that 
*'* the antients did not, like Archimedes, 
*' virant a fpot on whiph to fix their engines, 
^* but they wanted an engine to move the 
*' moral World, yhe prefs is that engine,," 
.-r-and tp the want of it may fairly be attri- 
buted the ignorance, the ftupidity, the fla- 
very of the African nations. The art of 
printing is entirely prohibited and unkno\fn 
in Barbaryj and, from fome inexplicable 
caufe, moil of the manufcfipts which were 
pofleifed by their Sapacen anceftors are loft 
to the prefent generation of Mooxs. A 
few indeed are ftjU in being, which treat of 
aftronomy, aftrology, and phyfic ; but thofc 
on aftrology only are at prefent ftudied. 

If any thing could effed: an important 
and beneficial change in thefe people, it 
would be the example of fome great and 

magnanimoy^ 
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magnanimous monarch, who by fomc lin-^ 
gular revolution might be raifed to the 
throne of Morocco. In fo defpotic a go- 
vernriient, where religion conl'pires with 
habit in teaching the fubjed to confider his 
prince as fome thing' more than man, much^ 
more might be cfFedted by example, than in 
a free country, where the fovcreign is merely 
confidered as an individual placed on the 
throne for the public good, fubjedl to all 
the imperfedions and frailties incident tq 
human nature, and where the mind, by 
being allowed a free fcope for refiedtion, ^ 
difdains all authority but that of reafon and 
truth. 

The plan adopted, however, for the edu-* 
cation of the princes of Morocco, fo far 
from tending to the improvement of their 
minds, or the enlargement of their ideas, 
ferves, on the contrary, too frequently to 
render them ftill more remarkable for vice 
and brutality than even the worft of dieir 
fubjefts. As foon as they become of an 
age that renders it imprudent to truft them 
any longer within the walls of the harem, 
they are taken out, and put under the care 
pf one of their father s confidential Negroes, 
^ with 
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with whom they fgon form a clofe intimacy, 
from whom they imbibe all the bad quali- 
ties which are infeparable from a ftate of 
flavery, and by whom they are ^Ifo initiated 
in vices of every kind, in debauchery, cruelty, 
iind oppreffion. Their education exteijds no 
further than to read and write ; aftd their 
knowledge of the world is confined to what 
they caji obferve and learn in the courfe of 
a pilgrimage to Mecca* They are totally 
pnacquainted with the political hiftory of 
every foreign power; and their knowledge 
of their own government is confined princi- 
pally to its worft parts. To acquaint thcpi- 
felvps with the rcfources of the country, and 
the improvements which from its fituatioa 
it would admit of, or to diredt any part of 
their attention to thofe regulations in their 
government which might tend to the ad- 
vantage and eafe of their fubjedts, or to 
their own real aggrandizement, is as much 
out of the line of their ^education, as the 
Principia of Newton. Thus they afcend 
the throne with all the prejudices of igno- 
rance, with all the vices of barbarifm, with 
a pride that teaches them to look upon their 
fellow creatures as inferior beings, and with- 
out 



loo A TOUR TO MOROCCO, C'r. 

out any.fentimcnts of tendcmefs,. compaf- 
fion, or true policy, to reftrain the arm of 
dcfpotifm from its mod cruel and fatal ex- 
ceiTes. Thus ill-qualified in general are the 
fovereigns of Morocco for effe<aing a rer 
formation, in the manners and charader of 
their people. 

The ignorance of the Moors is, however, 
no bar to their loquacity. They fpeak very 
loud, and generally two or three at a time>as 
they arc not very cxadt in waiting for a reply, 
XJfeleis as the forms of politenefs may appear 
in the eye of the philofopher, there are fomq 
of them which probably conduce in no 
^rifling degree to even our intelledtual ex-r 
ccllence and improvement. 

Peribnal cleanlinefs has been ppinted ou^ 
by modern philofophcrs as pne of thofe cir-r 
cumftances which ferv^ to mark and deter^ 
rnine the civilization of g. people. Jt was in 
vain that Mahomet enjoined the frequency 
of ablution as ^ religious dijty to the Moors, 
Their drefs, which (hould he.wl^itc, is but 
feldom wajfhed^ and their whole appearance 
evinces that they perform this branch of 
their religious ceremonies in but a flovenly 
piftnner. With this degree of negligence a? 
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to tJieir perfbhs/we'^may B^ juflly'furprized 
to find united a nidft fcriiptilous 'hicety'in 
their habitations and apartitients. They en- 
ter their chambers barefooted, and cannot 
bear the flightcft degree of cohtainination 
near the place where'they are Teatedl This 
delicacy again is much confined to- the in- 
fides of their hoiifes. '*The ftreets 'receive 
the whole of their riibbifh 'and filth, and by 
thefe means thfe ground is fo raiied in moft 
parts of the city of Morocco, that the nevr 
buildings always ftand- confiderably higher 
than the old. ' • 

The perfons of the Moorifli men are fo 
difguifed by their drefs, that it is impoflible 
to acquire any good idea of their form or 
proportion. In height they are commonly 
^bove the middle fi'ze, and they are rather 
meagre than fat. Their complexions in ge- 
neral are fallow in the Northern parts of the 
empire, but are darker in proportion to their 
fituation towards the South. Thefr fea- 
tures have ijniverfally a great fameneis. 
Their eyes are black and full, they have 
an aquiline nofe, and in general a good fet 
of teeth. 

The 
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The drcfs of the men * cbnfiils of a jftiort 
linen fhirt, with large and loofe fleeves 
hanging half-way down to the ground* A 
pair of loofe linen drawers, reaching almoft 
to the ankle ; over which they wear another 
loofe pair, made of woollen cloth. Over 
the fhirt they wear two or three woollen 
cloth waiftcoats of different colours, and of 
European manufafkure ; thefe garments are 
made full as loofe as our great coats ; they 
are codnei^ed before by very fmall buttons, 
and are fattened tight round the waift by a 
filk belt. Over thefe waiftcoats they throw 
a velvet cord, which croffes the right (boul- 
der, and fufpends on the left fide a curved 
dagger or knife, (hcathed in a brafs cafe. 
This is the drefs the Moors wear when in 
their houfes ; but when they go abroad they 
cover it with the haick, a part of drefs 
which has been already noticed. It is thrown 
over the whole of their other cloathing in a 
carelefs but eafy manner, .fomething fimilar to 
the Scotch plaid- When theweatheris wet or 
cold, inftead of the haick, the Moors fub- 
ftitute the sul am ; which is a large hooded 

• The drefs, and general remarks on the Mooriih womca 
'9fiSiA^ introduced hereafter, when we fpeak of the emperor'f 
h^reiiu 

cloak. 
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cloak, reaching to (he heels, all of one piece, 
and made of blue or white woollen cloth of 
European man ufadure, ^^ithout feams, clofc 
before, and ornamented with filk fringes at 
the extremities, on the breaft, and the ends^ 
of the hood terminating with a filk taflel. 
The latter part of the drefs is fixed on the 
head by means of a ftrong cord of camel's 
hair; and among the common people it often 
fupplies the place of a cap or turban. 

Thofe Moors who have performed a pil-^ 
grin^age to Mecca are entitled to wear a 
turban, and are nan^d Ell-hatch* They 
are always treated with peculiar refpefl:* 
Even thofe beafts of burden indeed which 
have performed this journey are held in great 
veneration, and upon their return are ex- 
empted from labour. The other clafs of 
Moors wear only plain red caps- The 
Moors in general fhave their Heads clofe, 
leaving on the upper part a fingle lock, and 
wear their beards long. They ufe no Hock- 
ings or fhoes, but fubllitut? in the pjace of 
. the latter yellow flipper^- They .are very 
fond of beads, of which the better order 
always carry a rofaf-y in their hands; but 
they uie thein more ^ a n^atter of amufe- 

me&t 
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ment than for any religious purpofe. Many 
dfo wear plain gold ring^ on fheir fingers ; 
and thofe whofe circumflances will allovs* 
them, to go to that expence, pollefs likewife 
watches, which, like the rofary, they confi- 
der rather as an ornament than an article 
from which any great utility can be derived^ 
Very few, in fad:, are properly acquainted 
with their ufe* 

This may ferve to give fbme idea of the 
drefs of the rich ; but among the poorer 
clafs of people fome wear* the linen drawers^ 
ihirt, and one woollen waiftcoat, alid over if 
the H AicK ; and others have merely a coarftf 
woollen frock, belted round the waift, and 
covered with the haick^ 

The houfes in moft of the towns in this 
empire appear at a little difl:ance like vaulted 
tombs in a church-yard ; and the entrance 
into the beft of them has but a mean ap- 
pearance. They are of a fquare form, their 
apartments are feldom built higher than the 
ground floor, and their outer walls arc uni- 
verfally white-wafhed, which, in the flreets^ 
and particularly when the fun is out, pro- 
duce a very unpleafant fenfation to the eyes. 
All thefe circumftances, united Co the want 

of 
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%>£ windows, the filthlnefs and irregularity of 
the ftreets, the dirty appearance and rude 
behaviour of the inhabitants, and their total 
ignorance of every art and fcience, leaves at 
firft fight an unfavourable imprefiion on the 
mind of the traveller, which perhaps while 
he continues in the country he can never do 
away. As the roofs of the houfes are all ter- 
races, they ferveas^y^r^Waf, where the Mooriih 
women commonly fit for the benefit of the 
air, and in fome places it is poflible to pafs 
nearly over the whole town, without having 
occafion to defcend into the ftreet. 

As the beft apartments are all backwards, 
a ftable, or perhaps fomething worfe, is the 
place to which vifitors are firfl: introduced. 
Upon entering the houfe the ftranger is 
either detained in this place, or in the fl:reet, 
till all the women are difpatched out of the 
way ; he i^ then allowed to enter a fquare 
court, into which four narrow and long 
rooms open by means of large folding doors, 
which, as they have no windosys, ferve like* 
wife to introduce light into the apartments. 
The court has generally in its centre a fbun- 
tain, and if it is the houfe of a Moor of pro- 
perty^^ it is floored with blue and white chee-. 
' X quered 



3o6 A TOUR TO kOROCCO, i^c. 

quered tiling. The doors arc ufually painted 
of various colours in a chequered form, and 
the upper parts of them are frequently or- 
namented with very curious carved work*— * 
None of the chambers have lire-places, and 
their vidhials are always drefled in the court- 
yard, in an earthen ftove, heated with char- 
coal. 

When the vifitor enters the room where 
he is received by the mafter of the houfc, 
he finds him fitting crofs-legged and bare- 
footed on a mattrefs, covered with fine white 
linen, and placed on the floor, or elfe on a 
common mat. This, with a narrow piece 
of carpeting, is in general the only furniture 
he will meet with in Moorifh houfes; 
though they are not deftitute of other orna- 
ments. In fome, for inftance, he will find 
the walls decorated with looking-glafles of 
diiferent tizes. In others, watches and clocks 
in glafs cafes ; and in fome the apartments 
'are hung with the fkins of lions or tigers, or 
adorned with a difplay of mufkets and fabres. 
In the Koufes of thofe who live in the very 
firft ftyle, an European mahogany bedftead,' 
with one or two mattrefles, covered with fine 
Vhite linen, is fometimes placed at each end 
3 of 
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bi the roonii Thefe^ however^ are only 
confidered as ornaments, as the Moors always 
fleep on a mattrefs> or a mat placed upon the 
floot, and covered onlj^ with their haick, 
or perhaps a quilti 

As the law of Mahomet ftridtly profcribes 
the life of piftiires Of every defcription, this 
delightful fpecies of ornament finds no place 
in the houfes of the Moors* I was how- 
ever, acquainted with a Moor at Morocco, 
who ufed to exhibit a faree-ihow to his 
friends and acquaintance, all of whom aji* 
Reared to exprefs infinite furprize and admi* 
tation at his exhibition* ' This, indeed, was 
hot the only inftance in which he w^as guilty 
of violating the Mahometan law. He fcru-* 
pled not to drink very freely his bottle of 
jport or claret, which, as it was manufadtured 
by ChfiiHans, was from that circumftancc an 
l^ggravated offence. He employed me to 
procure for hink from Moqodore three 
dozen of claret, which appeared to admi- 
nifter to him infinite cotafort and Satisfac- 
tion. This affedion indeed for the produc- 
tions of Europe made him perhaps more 
than ufually favourable to its natives. How- 
ever this may be, he was the only man who 
X^ ihewed 



3o8 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, i^c. 

fliewed me much attention during my refi- 
dence at Morocco. He repeatedly took mt 
to his houfe, and made me little prefents of 
various kinds, which at that place proved 
very acceptably. 

When a Moor receives his guefts he never 
rifes from his feat, but fhakes hands, en- 
quires after their health, and defires them td 
fit down, either on a carpet or a cufhion placed 
on the floor for that purpofe. Whatever be 
the time of day, tea is then brought in on a 
tea-board with fhort feet. This is the high- 
eft compliment that can be offered by a 
Moor ; for tea is a very expenfive and fcarce 
article in Barbary, and is only drank by the 
rich and luxurious. Their manner of pre- 
paring it is by putting fome green tea, a 
fmall quantity of tanfey, the fame portion 
of mint, and a large portion of fugar (for the 
Moors drink their tea very fweet) into the 
tea-pot at the fame time, and filling it up 
with boiling water. When thefe articles are 
infufed a proper time, the fluid is then 
poured into remarkably fmall cups of the befl 
India china, the fmaller the more genteel, with- 
out any milk, and, accompanied with fome 
cakes or fweetmeats, it is handed round to the 

company. 
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company. From the great efteem in which 
this beverage is held by the Moors, it 'is 
generally drank by very fmall and flow lips, 
that its flavour may be the longer enjoyed ; 
and as they ufually drink a confiderable 
quantity whenever it is introduced, this en- 
tertainment is feldom finifhed in lefs time 
than two hours. 

The other luxuries of the Moors are fnufF, 
of which they are uncommonly fond,' and 
fmoaking tobacco, for which the greater 
part ufe wooden pipes about four feet in 
length, with an earthen bowl ; but the 
princes or emperor generally have the bowls 
made of folid gold. Inftead of the indul- 
gence of opium, which, from the heavy 
duty impofed upon that article by the em- 
peror, is too expenfive to be ufed by the 
Moors, they fubftitute the achicha, a fpe- 
cies of flax. This they powder and infufe 
in water in fmall quantities. The » Moors 
afl'ert, that it produces agr-eeable ideas, but 
own that when it is taken to excefs it moft 
powerfully intoxicates. In order to produce 
this efFedt, they likewife mix with their to- 
bacco an herb, named in this country kh af, 
. which by fmoking occafions all the inebri,- 

X 3 ating 
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ating effe<as of the achicha. The ufe gf 
fpirits as well as wine is ftridlly forbidden by 
the Koran \ there are, however, very few 
aniong the Moors whp dp npt joyfully enir 
brace* every private pppprtunity pf ^drinlqngr 
both to excefs. 

With refpedt to the hours for eating, the 
pepple of this country are remarkably re- 
jgular. Very foon after day-bfcak they take 
their breakfaft, which is geperally a compp- 
iition of flour and water boiled thin, tpge- 
ther with an herb which gives \t a yellow 
tinge. The male part of thp family eat ii^ 
one apartment, and the female in another. 
The children are npt perpiitted to eat with 
their parents^ but take their meajs afterward? 
with the feryants^ indeed in mpft other re? 
fpedts they are treated exadtly as fervants or 
flaves by their parents. The mefs is put intq 
an earthen bowl, and brought in upon a 
round wooden tray. . It is placed in the cen- 
tre of the guefts, who fit crofs-leg^ed cither 
pn a mat or on the floor, and who form a 
circle for the purpofe. Having previoufly 
wa(hed themfelyes, a perempny always per- 
formed before and after meals, each perfon 
witlj.his fpopn attacks yigoroufly the bowl^ 

wjiile 
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while tliey diverfify the entertainment by 
eating with it fruit or bread. At twelve 
o'clock they dine, performing the fame cere- 
monies as at breakfaft. For dinner, from the 
emperor down to the peafant, their difli is 
univerfally cuscosoo, the mode of preparing 
which has been already defcribed. I believe 
I have intimated more than once that neither 
chairs, tables, knives or forks, are made ufe of 
in this country. The difli is therefore 
brought in upon a round tray and placed on 
the floor, round which the family fit as at 
breakfaft, and with their fingers commit a 
violent aflfault on its contents ; they are at 
the fame time, however, attended by a flave 
or domefliic, who prefents them with water 
and a towel occafionally to wafli their hands. 
From the want of the fimple and conveni^if 
invention of knives and forks, it is not un- 
common in this country to fee three or four 
people pulling to pieces the fame piece of 
meat, and afterwards with their fiugers ftir* 
ring up the pafte or cuscosoo, of which they 
often take a whole'handful at once into their 
mouth. Their manner of eating indeed was 
to me fo difgufting, that though cuscosoo 
ig in reality a very good difh, yet it required 
X 4 fomc 
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fome time to get rid of my prejudice fb far 
as to be induced to relifli it. At fun-fet 
they fup upon the fame difti, and indeed 
fupper is their principal meal. 

Such is the general mode of living among 
the principal people in towns. There are 
confiderable multitudes, however, who do 
not fare fo well, but are obliged to content 
themfelves ,with a little bread and fruit 
inftead of animal food, and to fleep in the 
open ftreets. This kind of exiftence fcemsi 
ill calculated to endure even in an inactive 
ftate } far - more fevere muft it therefore be 
to thofe who exercife the laborious em- 
ployment of couriers in this country, who 
travel on foot a journey of three or four 
hundred miles, at the rate of between thirty 
and forty miles a day, without taking any 
other nourifhment than a little bread, a 
few figs, and fome water, and who have no 
better ihelter at night than a tree. It is 
wonderful with what alacrity and perfe- 
yerance thefe people perform the moft fa- 
tiguing journies at all feafons of the year. 
There is a regular company of them in 
every town, who are ready to be difpatched 
at a moment's warning to any part of the 

country 
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country their emplo)rers may have bccafioa 
to fend them. They conftitute in this em^ 
pire the only mode of conveyance for all 
public and private difpatches; and as-^ they 
are well known in the place to which they 
belong, they are very punftu^l in delivering 
every thing that is put into their hands. 
From their fteady pace in travfelling, at the 
rate of about four miles an hour^ and from 
their being able to pafs over parts which 
from the mountainous ftate of the country, 
and frfim the want of good roads, perfons 
on horfeback would find inacceffible, they 
are indeed by far the mpft expeditious 
mejSengers that could be employed. As a 
proof of the aijiazing exertions of which 
they are capable, I need only mention, that 
there have been repeated inftances of a cou- 
rier proceeding from Morocco to Tan-. 
GiER, which is ^ journey of about three 
hundred and thirty miles, in fix days, 
• As none but the very vulgar go on foot 
in this country ; for the purpofe of vifiting, 
mules are confidered as more genteel than 
horfes ; and the greatefl: pride of a *Moor 
is to have fuch as walk remarkably faft, and 
keep his footmen, of which the number i§ 

proportionable 
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proportionable to the rank and confequence 
oiFthe mafter^ on a continued run. 

As the Moors are not fond of admitting 
znen into their houfes, except upon particur^ 
]ar occafionS| if the weather is fine they 
place a mat, and ibn^etimes a carpet, on the 
ground b^ore dieir door> f^at th^midb/^ 
qpon itcrofs-legged> and receive their friends^ 
who form ^ circle, fitting in the fame maBT 
xier^ with their attendants on the outiide x)f 
the groupe* Upon tliefe opcaiions they 
either drink tea^ or imoke and converfe. 
The ftreets are fometimes crowded with 
parties of this kind *, fome engaged in play-* 
ing at ap inferior kind of chefs or drafts, .at 
which iti^j are very expert ; but the majo^ 
rity in converfation. The people of this 
country, indeed, are fo decidedly averfe to 
ilanding up, or walking about, that if only 
two qr three people meet, they fquat them- 
fclves down in the firft clean place they can 
lind, if the converfation is to bold but for. a 
few minutes. 

At Morocco, when I vifited Muley' 
OussiNE, one of Sipi Mahomrt's fons, \ 
was always received in the manner which \ 
Jbave now defgribed, I found him fitting 

crpfs- 
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gpofs-legged on a corpmon mat, in the fam^ . 
ppen plape where his Jiorfes were kept, and 
^s friends forming a femicircle round him* 
I was impiediatejy defirpd tp form one of 
%hc grpupe, and was helped tp tea upon the 
pccafion? In tjje cpurfc of our convcrfe-- 
tion, the prince told rne, that the Chrif- 
p;3Ln$ and Moors were brothers; that the 
l^nglifh were very good naen| but that he 
Jiad a particular averfipn to the friars, for 
they were a determined fet of icnaves, 
gnd were neither friends tp i^hnftians nor 
Moprs% 

I found tfjis prince a handfome young 
jnan, of about thp age of fix-and- twenty, 
of rather a dark cpmplexion, but accprnpa*- 
nied with an open and generous pounte- 
pance. He had been a few years ago ap-r 
pointed to the gpvernment of T a filet, 
where he fp far gained the affedions of thq 
people under his government, that they pro- 
.claimed hun Ifingj; and ^he for fome time 
governed with all the independent authority 
of a foyereign. This circurpftance obliged 
the eniperor to difpatch an army agamft 
him, upon the arrival of which he imme- 
diately furrendercd^ and was brought to -^ 

RfOROCCO, 
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Morocco, where he was deprived of all 
his property, asi well as his power; and 
when I was in the country, he lived in a 
very retired manner indeed. When at Ta- 
yiLET, he had the charadter of a<aing very 
liberally towards every perfon with whoni 
he was connefted; at Morocco he mani- 
fefted fome proofs of the fame difpofition to- 
wards uie; nierely for a trifling attention 
which I fhewed to his favourite black, hq 
prefented me with a horfe, that proved as 
good as any of which I had poiTeffion while 
in the country. 

The only vice to which this young man 
was addidted was that of drinking to a very 
great excefs. In this refpedt, however, he 
was not more culpable than all the reft of his 
royal brothers. He told me, that if he did 
not daily take before dinner fix tumblers of 
aquadent, a fpecies of brandy fomething 
weaker than fpirits of wine, he would not 
be able to hold up his head the remainder 
of the day. ^ He wifhed to know if this 
cuftom was bad for his health; and if fo, 
what I would advife him to do. I recom- 
mended to him the difufe of fpirits, and to 
fupply their place with wine; which he 



might 
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might either procure from the European 
merchants at; Mogodore, or he might ufe 
the wine which was made by the Jews. 
This advice, however, the prince obferved 
he could not follow, fince the Mahometan 
law more particularly forbade the ufe of 
wine, than that of fpirits. This, I replied, 
might be true, in the ftridt letter of the law; 
but when wine was ufed as a medicine, it 
became no longer wine. This idea I founJ 
fatisfied the fcruples of the prince, and he 
promifed to follow my advice. 

I was afterwards fent for to Muley 
Slemma, another of the emperor's fons, 
who, with the late emperor Muley Yezidj 
were the offspring of a woman whofe pa- 
rents were Englifh. This prince, who is 
about thirty-eight years of age, and of a tall 
and majeftic appearance, with a very expref- 
five and lively countenance, fhewed me un- 
common attention the whole time I was at 
Morocco. His pavillion, where he received 
ftrangers, and tranfodted bufinefs, was fitu- 
ated at the extremity of a long walk, in a 
garden of orange-trees. It confifted of one 
large room on the ground floor, fitted up in 
the fame ftile as that of Muley Absulem 

at 
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at TARUCANti The prince was fittmg 
crofs-Icgged on z large mattrfefs, covered 
with fine white linen^ and placed on the 
floor fronting the door-way, with his 
Moorifh vifitors oft each fide of himi 
forming a femicircle. Upon my firft intro- 
dudion he exprefled uncommon pleafure at 
feeing me, exclaiming^ Bono^ Bono Anglaifel 
and added, that the Englifh were his brothers 
and beft friends, I was then diredted to 
feel his piilfe^ and to inform him whether 
or not he was in health ; as foon as I af- 
fur^d him he was perfed:ly well, he defired 
me to be fcated on a narrow carpet> which 
was placed on the floor for the purpofe^ 
and he then ordered one of his pages to 
bring in tea, though fo late as twelve 
o'clock at noon. Out of compliment to mci 
for the Moors feldom ufe it, the prince fent 
for milk, and faid, as he knew the Englifli 
lalways drank it with their tea, he would 
prcfent me with a milch cowi that I might 
enjoy the cuftom of my own country* 
This promife, however, entirely efcaped hid 
royal highnefs's memory, and the cow nevef 
made her appearance. 

In the courfe of our convcrfation, the 
prince manifefted many indications of good- 
nature 
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jnature and addrefs; told me> that whilft he 
was •n his travels in Turkey, he had been 
conduced from one port to another in the 
Mediterranean by an Englifh frigate, the 
captain of which fliewed him fo much at- 
tention, that he fhould always bear it in 
remembrance. As foonas the ceremony of 
tea was concluded, the prince ordered out 
his horfe, which was a very beautiful 
young animal, with a faddle ornamented 
with a rich velvet cover, and gold ftirrups. 
He then mounted him, and went through 
all the manoeuvres of managing a horfe with 
which the Moors are acquainted, fuch as 
putting him upon the full fpeed, and ftop-- 
ping him inftantaneoufly, rifing up on the 
faddle and firing a mufket when the horfe 
is on the full gallop, &c. in the perfor- 
mance of all which exercifes he feenjed 
very dexterous. The prince then afkedmc 
ifwe could do fuch things in England; and 
without waiting for a reply, ordered one a£ 
his attendants to catch a fheep ^ut of his 
grounds, and take it home to my lodgings. 
He faid, that as he always was fond of fee- 
ing his brothers the Englifh, he wifhed I 
would vifit him twice a day during my con- 
tinuance 
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tiniiance at Morocco, arid then gallopped 
off.- But to return to my obfervationsi*^ 

The manner of falutation among the 
Moors is, when two equals meet> by a quick 
motion they fhake hands, and afterwards 
kifs each other's hand* When an inferior 
meets a fuperior, fuch as an officer dt rank, 
a judge, or a governor, he kifles that part 
of his HAICK which covers the arm, and 
ibmetimes, as a higher mark of refped:, he 
will kifs his feet. But the compliment 
due to the emperor, or any of the princes 
of the blood, is to take off the cap or tur- 
ban, and toproftratethe head to the ground. 
When two particular friends or relations 
meet, they anxioufly embrace and kifs each 
other s faces and beards for a few minutes, 
make a number of enquiries about the health 
of each party, as well as that of their fami- 
lies, but feldom allow time for a reply. 

The common topics for converfation 

among thefe people, are the occurrences of 

the place, religion, their women, and their 

horfes. As curioiity is a quality which 

naturally attaches to all indolent people, it 

may eafily be conjedured that the Moors 

are not deficient in this refped. . It is in*- 

credible 
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fercdible with what avidity they lay hold of 
kpy trifling circumflanee which may dccur 
in the neighbourhood; what pleafure and 
what pride they feeni to take in communi- 
cating it) nor are they deficient in the arts 
of magnifying of adorning the. tale with 
every addition which may ferve to render 
it more palatable, or give it a greater ap- 
pearance of plaufibility; 

ReligicSn is alfo a favourite topic; biit 
this fuhjc^ is confined principally to fhofe 
focieties which are frequented by their 
T ALBs^ or rncn of ktterS. As thefe gentle- 
men, however^ are not a little proud of 
their acquirements in reading and writings 
tjiey dt). not fail to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of manifefting their fiiperiority over 

^ thofe who are not fo happy as to be dif- 
tinguiflied by thofe aecompliflimerits* 

' 4 Pecency of manners and delicacy in Con- 
* Verfation are among the moll certain maf ks 
of refinement and civilization, and the con- 
trary vices are equally univferfal charadte- 
riftics of ignorance and barbarifm. The 
converfation of the Moors concerning their* 
women is of the moft trifling and dif- 
gufling defcription, and confifts of abfurd 

Y' and 
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and vulgar obfervations^ equally rcpugnaCttt 
to decency and common fenfe, a^ « 

The fubjedt, however, on whieh, like our 
young men of faihion in England, they ap- 
pear moft calculated to fhine, is their horfesr 
It would indeed be truly difgraceful not to 
be accomplifhed upon this topic, fince it 
appears to occupy, both day and night, b|^ 
hx the greateft portion of their attention,. 
I have formerly intimated that thefe animals 
are feldom kept in ftables in Morocco^ 
They are watered and fed only once a day, 
the former at one o'clock at noon, and the 
latter at fun-fet; and the only mode which 
they ufe to clean them, is by wafhing them 
all over in a river two or three times » 
week, and fuffiring thoBOi to dry them-* 
felves. 

Notwithftanding the attachment which 
the Moors manifeft to their horfes, th^ 
moflt certainly ufe them with great cruelty. ' 
Their higheft pleafure, and one of their 
firft accomplifhments, is, by means of long 
and fharp fpurs to make the horfe go full 
>i5>eed, and then to ftop him inftantaneoufly: 
and in this they certainly manifeft uncom- 
mon dexterity. The iron-work of their 

bridfeft 
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"bridles is fo conflruaed that by its prcflure 
Oil the hor&'s tongue and lower jaw, with 
the leaft exertion of the rider^ it- fills his 
mouth full of blood> and if not ufed with 
the utmoft caiition throws him inevitably 
on his back; Thie bridle hais only a finglc 
rein^ which is f^ very long that it ferved 
|he pur^ofe of both whip and bridle. The 
Mooriih faddle is in fome degree fimilaf 
to the Spanifh, but the pummel is ftiTl 
higher and more peaked. Their ftirrups, 
in which they ride very fhoft, are fo formed 
as to' cover the whole of the foot. They 
either plate or gild them, according to the 
dignity^ opulence, or fancy of the poiTeflbn 
Their faddles* which are covered with red 
*voollcn cloth, or, if belonging to a pcrfoa 
dJ" confequence, with red fatin or damafk, 
are faftened with one ftrong girt round the 
body, in the European ftyle, and another 

' round the fhoulders. 

S'he Moors frequently amufe themielves 
by riding with the utmoft apparent violence 

. againft a wall ; and a ftranger would con- 
ceive it impoffible for them to avoid being 
dafhed to pieces, when juft as the horfe's 
head touches the wall, they flop him with 
' y z Jhe 
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the utmoft accuracy. To, ftrangers on 
horfeback or on foot it is alfo a cammon 
fpecies of compliment to ride violently up 
to them, as if intending to trample them to 
pieces, and then to ftop their horfes fliort 
and fire a mufquet in their feces. This 
compliment I have experienced, and could 
very well have difpenfed with theif polite- 
nefs. Upon thefe occaficios, they are very 
ptoud in difcovering their dexterity in horfe- 
manftiip, by making the animal rear up, 
fo as almoft to throw him pn his back, 
putting him immediately after on the full 
ipeed for a few yards, then flopping him 
inftantaneoufly, and all this is- accompanied 
by 'loud and hollow cries* 

There is another favourite amufement^ 
which difplays perhaps fuperior agility :— 
A number of perfons on horfeback ftart 
at the fame moment, and accompanied . 
with loud fhouts, gallop at full fpeed to an "■ 
appointed fpot, when they ftand up ftrait 
in the ftirrups,! put the rein, which I Jiavc 
juft obferved is very long, in their mouths, 
level their pieces and fire them off; throw 
^eir firelocks immediately over their right 
Shoulders, and ftop their horfes nearly at the 

feme 
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lame inftant. This I am told is their man-* 
ncr of engaging in an adtion. 

Though I am willing to allow the Moors 
the merit of filing a horfe well, and, as far 
as is neceflary for the above-mentioned exer-i 
cife, of having a great command over him, 
yet their horfes are ill-bred, and they entirely 
negleft to teach them thofe paces which in 
Europe are' confidered as the moft agreeable 
for the common purpofes of riding. As none 
of thefc "animals in Morocco are geldings; 
and as the Moors are unacquainted with 
the ufe of the ring, they are obliged to 
break them in when very young by taking 
them long and fatiguing journies, particu- 
larly over the mountainous and rocky part 
of the country, where they foon reduce their 
fpirits they then take the opportunity of 
teaching them to rear up. Hand fire, gallop, 
and flop {hort in the manner already re- 
lated, and having' accompliflied this they 
arc fatisfied without any further qualifica- 
tion. For this reafon a Barbary horfe fel- 
dom can perform any other pace than a full 
gallop or a walk ; and from being broken 
in and worked hard before they have ac^ 
quired their full flxength, thefe horfes in a 

Y 3 very 
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very few years become unfit for fervictf^ 
The Moors feldom ride the mares, ' but 
keep them in the country for breedihgji 
and, contrary to the general opmion in Eu^r 
rope, they cor(fider them fo. mqch more 
valuatble than horfes, that they are never 
permitted to be exported. 

. Like all barbarous, nations, the Moors arc 
paflionitely fond of mufic, and fome few 
'have a tafte for poetry. Their flow airs, 
for want of that variety which is introduced 
when the fcience has attained a degree of 
pcrfeftion, have a very melancholy famenefii 
^\xt fome of their quick tunes -are beautiful 
and fimple, and partake in fome degree of 
the cliaradteriftic melody of the Scotch airs, 
The poetry of their fongs, the confbut fub- 
jcdt of which is love, though there ar^ fevf 
nations perhaps who are lefs fenfible of that 
|)affion, has certainly lefs merit than the 
piufic. ^ 

Their inftnmaents are a kind of hautboyj^ 
%vhich differs from ours only in having no 
keys I the mandoline, which they have learnt 
to play upon fpm their neighbours the 
Spaniards i another inftrument bearing fome 
i[efe|nbla?ice tp a violift, and played upon in 

a iimilai: 
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a fimilar manner, but with only two firings; 
the large drum, the common pipe, and the 
tabor. Thefe united, and accompanied with 
a certain number of voices; upon many oc- 
^ cafions form a band, though folo mufic is 
more common in this unfocial country. 

Upon all days of rejoicing, this kind of 
mufic, repeated vollies of mufquetry, either 
by men on horfeback or on foot, and in the 
evening a grand attack upon the Cuscosou, 
conftitute the principal part of the public 
entertainments. Mountebanks and jugglers 
alfo of every defcription meet with great 
encouragement from the Moors. 

There are no other places of reception for 
the accommodation of travellers in this coun- 
try, except in their Fond aks, which are on- 
ly to be met with in large towns, Thefe con- 
fift of a certain number of dirty apartments, 
with no other accommodation whatever, but 
the walls and roof, to protedl the ftranger 
from the inclemency of the weather ; and he 
muft furniih himfelf with every article of 
which he may be in want, both in refpe(5fc 
to provifions and bedding. There is at the 
iame time an open court, where the horfes 
|)f all travellers are intermixed^ 

¥4 In 
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In moft of the towns there are regular 
fchools, where thofc children whofe parents 
have the means of doing it, and have fenfe 
enough to fend them (which indeed are but 
few in proportion to the whole) are in- 
ftrudled by the t albs in reading and v^sfit- 
ing5 and fometimes in the firii rules of 
arithmetic. Thp greater part of the peo-r 
pie, however, learn very little more than to 
read a few prayers felefted frpm the Koran ^ 
which are in commpn ufe, and are written 
in Arabic charafters, on paper v^^hich is patt- 
ed on a board. 

To fp^ak partipularly on the religion o£ 
the Moors would require a volume, and 
fuch a volume as would certainly be more 
cxtenfive than entertaining. It i$ wpU 
known they profefs the Mahometan faith, 
and I may add, that they attend very rigidly 
to all the bigotry and fuperftition which i^ 
peculiar to that religion. 

Since every ftranger who enters a mofque 
is either put to death or is obliged to c6n- 
form to their religion, a very exaift account 
of their places of worihip is not to be ex- 
pcftcd from an European. The obferva- 
tions I made en faffant^ the doors, which 

aire 
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ftre very krgcj being in the day-time always, 
©pen, I fhall endeavour to relate. 

The mofque is ufually a large fquarc 
building, compofed of the fame materials 
^s the houfes, confifting of broad and lofty 
piazzas, opening into a fquare court, in a 
manner in fomg degree fimilar to the Royal 
Exchange of London. In the centre of 
the court is a large fountain, and a fmall 
ftream furrounds the piazzas, where the 
Moors perform the ceremony of ablution. 
The court and piazzas are floored with blue 
and white checquered tiling, and the latter 
jjre cpvgred with matting, upon which the 
Moors kneel while repeating their prayers. 
In the moft cpnfpicuous part of the mofque,, 
fronting the Eaft, ftands a kind of pul- 
pit, where the T alb or prieft occafionally 
preacher. The Moors always enter this 
place of worihip barefooted, leaving their 
flippers at the door. On the top of the 
mofque is a fquare fteeple with a flag-flafl^, 
whither at ftated hours the tal5 afcends, 
hoifts a white flag (for they have no bells,) 
;and 'calls the people %q prayers, repeating 
in Arabic three times, and addrefling him- 
^If each time to a different part of the town> 
" "^* ' ^ * i'V How 
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Hpw great is Godf Mahcmet is his prophet! 
Come all ye faithful i come to prayer. Fvowt 
.this high lituation the voice is heard at a con- 
iiderable diftance, and the tales have a 
monotonous mode of enunciation, the voice 
finking at the end of every fhort fentence> 
which in-fome meafure refembles the found 
of a belL 

The moment the ftag is difplaycd every 
perfon forfakes his employment, and goes to 
prayers. If rfiey are near a mofque, they 
'perform their devotions within it, otherwife 
immediately on the fpot where they happen 
to be, and always with their faces towards 
ihe Eaft, in honour of the prophet Maho- 
met, who it is well known was buried at 
Medina. The prayer which is generally 
repeated on thefe occafions is a chapter 
fiK>m the Koran, acknowledging the good- 
nefsoYGod and Mahomet j and it is ac- 
companied with various geftures, fuch as 
lifting the hands above the head, bowing 
twice, performing two genuflexions, bowing 
again twice, and kifling the ground. The 
whole of this ceremony they repeat three 
timcf. 

Their 
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Their fabbath is on-our Friday, and com-» 
licences from fix o'clock the preceding 
{evening. On this day they ufe a blue flag 
inftead of the white one. As it has been 
prophefied that they are to be conquered 
by the Chriftians on the fabbath-day, the 
gates of all the towns and of the emperor's 
palaces are fliut when at divine fervice on 
that day, in order to avoid being furprifed 
during that period. Their talbs are not 
4iftingui(hed by any particular drefs. 

The Moors have three folemn devotionai 
periods in the courfe of the year. The 
llrft, which is named Aip di& Cabier, is 
held in commemoration of the birth of 
Mahomet. It contipues feven days, during 
vhich period every perfon who can afford 
the expence kills a fheep as a iacrifice, and 
divides it among his friends. The fecond is 
the Ramad AM, This is a rigorous faft or 
lent, held at the feaibn when Mahomet dif- 
appeared ii> his flight from Mecca to Medi- 
na; and is condufted by the Moors with 
fo much- fuperftition, that for thirty days, 
from fun-rife ^o fun-fet, they lay afide all 
worldly adls, and devote their whole atten- 
tion toexercifes of jpiety; carefully abilain- 
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ing from eating, drinking, fmoaking, wafli- 
irig their mouths, or even fwallowing their 
faliva; and they arc indulged with their 
ufual cuftom of bathing only, upon condi- 
tion, that they avoid fufFering the water to 
approach their heads, left any of it fliould 
enter the niouth or ears. To make amends 
for this ftridt obfervance of their lent during 
the day, they appropriate the whole night 
ti^ the indulgence of every gratification, and , 
at the expiration of the faft, a general felli- 
val takes place, named the Beyr an, which 
continues feven days. The third is named 
Llashore, and is a day fet apart by Ma- 
homet for every perfon to compute the 
value of his property, in order for the pay- 
ment of Zakat, that is, one tenth of their 
incprpe %o the poor, and other pious ufes. 
Although this feaft only lafts a fingle day, 
yet it is celebrated with far greater magni- 
ficence than either of the others. 

There ia alfoa fuperftitious cuftom among 
the Moors, when any thing of moment is 
to be undertaken, fuch as going on a dan-, 
gerous journey or voyage, the difpofal of 
their children in mari-iage, &c. for fomc 
grave perfon to make sin harapgue to the 

multitude^i 
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multitude, upon which his auditors cfall for 
the key of diredtion. By this is meant the 
perforiAance of joining the hands, looking 
fteadfaftly on the palms during the admoni- 
tion, then by a joint concurrence calling oil 
God and the prophet, and concluding the 
ceremony by ftroking their faces with both 
hands, and joining in chorus, faying Salem , 
Salenji (peace be with you) with much de- 
votion. The due performance of this cere- 
mony, they conceive will enfure them cer- 
tain fuccefs in all their undertakings. 

The Moors compute time by lunar 
months, and count the days of the week by 
the firft, fecond, third, &c. beginning froni 
our Sunday. They ufe a common reed for 
writing, and begin their manufcripts from 
right to left. 

The Moors marry very young, many of 
their females not being more than twelve 
years of age at their nuptials. As Maho- 
metans, it is well known that their religion 
admits of polygamy to the extent of four 
wives, and as many concubines as they 
pleafe; but if we except the very opulent, 
the people feldom avail themfelves of this 
indulgence, fince it entails on them a vaft 

additional 
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additional expence in houfe-keepin^, andiil 
providing for a large family* Whatever 
injftitution is c<5rttrary to truth and found 
morality Will in practice refute itfelf • nor 
16 aiiy forther argument than this fingk 
ohfervation wanting to anfwer all the ab- 
furdities which haVe^ been advanced in fa-s 
Vour of a plurality of wives* In contra<9:-f 
ing marriage the parents of both parties 
are the only agents, and the intended bridd 
and bridegroom never fee each other till 
the ceremony is performed. The marriage 
fettlements arc made before the Cadi, and 
then the friends of the bride produce hef 
portion y of if not, the hufband agrees t& 
fettle a certain ' fum upon her^ in cafe he 
fhoiild die, or divorce her on account of 
barrennefs, or any other cailfe. The chil- 
dren of the wivesr have all an equal claim 
to the effe<9:s of the father and mother, but 
thofe of the concubines can each only claim 
half a fhare. 

When the marriage is finally agrcTed 
upon, the bride is kept at home eight days, 
to receive her female friends, who pay con- 
gratulatory vifits every day. At the fame 
time a TALB attends upon ker, txyconvciOt 

with 
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^ith her relative to the folemn engagement 
on which fhe is about to enter; on thefe 
Dccafions he commonly accompanies hi$ 
admonitions with finging a pious hymn, 
which is adapted to the folemnity* The 
bride alfo with her near relations go through 
the qpremony of being painted afreih ; the 
nature of which cuftom I ihall defcribc when 
I fpeak of the harem* 

During this procefs the bridegroom on 
the other hand receives vifits from his male 
friends in the morning, and in the evening 
rides through the town accompanied by 
them, fome playing on hautboys and drums, 
while others are employed in firing voUies 
of mufquetry. In all their feftivals the dif- 
charge of mufquetry indeed forms a princi- 
pal part of the entertainment. Contrary to 
the European mode, which particularly aim« 
at firing with exadtnefs, the Moors difcharge 
their pieces as irregularly as poffible, fo as 
to have a continual fucceffion of reports for 
a few minutes. 

On the day of marriage, the bride in the 

evening is put into a fquare or oftagonal 

cage, about twelve feet in circumference, 

which is cQvered with fine white Hnen, and 

I fometimes 



sjfi A TOUR TO Morocco, ijc. 

fometimes with gauzes and filks of Varrott? 

' colours* In this vehicle, which is placed on 
amule, fhe is paraded round the ftreets, ac- 
companied by her relations and friends, fome 
carrying lighted torches, others playing on 
hautboys, an4 a third party again firing vol-« 
lies of mufquetry* 

In this manner fhe is carried to the houfe 
of her intended hulband, who returns about 
the fame time from performing fimilar cere- 
monies. On her arrival fhe is jjfeced in an 
apartment by herfelf, and her hufband is in-i 
troduced to her afone for the firfl time, who 
finds her fitting on a filk or velvet cufhion, 
fuppofmg her to be a perfon of confequence^ 

• with a fmall table before her, upon which 
are two wax candles lighted* Her fhift, of 
more properly fhirt, hangs down like a train 
behind her, and over it is a filk or velvet 
robe with clofe fleeves, which at the breaft 
and wriils is embroidered with gold ; this 
drefs reaches fomething lower than the calf 
of the leg. Round her head is tied a black 
filk fcarf, which hangs behind as low as the 
ground. Thus attired, the bride fits with 
her hands over her eyes, when her hufband 
appears and receives her as his wife, without 

any 
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any further ceremony * : for the agreement 
made by the friends before the Cadi is thd 
only fpecifie dontrad Which is thought ne- 
cefJaryi 

If the htifband ihduld haVe any reafon t6 
fufped: that his wife has not been ftridly 
virtuous, he is at liberty to divorce her and 
take another. For fome time after marriage 
the fkmily and friends are engaged in much 
feafting aild a variety of amufements, which 
laft a longer or fhorter time, according td- 
the circumftances of the parties. It is ufu- 
ally cuftomary fdr the man to reniain at home 
eight days and the woman eight months 
after they are iirft married; and the womaa 
is at liberty to divorce herfclf from her huf- 
band if fhe can prove that he does not pro- 
vide her with a proper fubfiftence'. If he 
curfes her, the law obliges him to pay her^ 
for the firft offence^ eight ducats j for the 
fecond, a rich drefs of ftill greater valiie; and 
the third time (he may leave him entirely. 
He is then at liberty to marry again in two 
months. 

* Interim dax miiiiilrse negras exfpedant fb'ris, nt notitiam 
habeant confumxiiationis ; quod cum pro certo cognoverinti 
cantus biiccinarum^ 8c bombgrdarum emifTio £a6lum an* 
ji«ncia:nt. 

Z At 
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At the bird) of a child, it is cuftomary 
for the parents to grieve eight days, at the 
expiration of which they facriiice a goat or a 
iheep, and invite their friends and acquaint- 
ance to partake of the feaft. ' Wonien fuffer 
but httle inconvenience in this country from 
child-bearing ; they are frequently up the 
next day, and go through all the duties of 
the houfe with the infant upon their backs» 
They do not adopt the method of teaching 
their children to walk which is cuftomary 
in Europe, but when they are twelve months 
old they put them on the floor, where from 
firft crawling they naturally in a fhort time 
acquire the hafbit of walking, and as foon as 
they can be made in the leaft degree ufeful^ 
they*are put to "the various kinds of labour 
adapted to their age and ftrjpngth. Others, 
whofe parents are in better- circumftances, 
are, as I before obferved, fometimes fent to 
fchool; and thofe who are intended for the 
church ufually continue their ftudies till they 
have nearly learnt the Koran by rote. In 
that cafe they are enrolled among the T alb$ 
or learned men of the law ; and upon leaving 
fchool are paraded round the _fl:reets on a 
hqrfe^, accompanied by mufic and a large 

concourfc 
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concourfe of people. The proccflionis coa- 
dudled iri the fallowing manner. Upon the 
day appointed, one of the moft fhewy horfea 
in the place is procured fpr the youth to ride 
on, who if he is a perfon of <:onfequence, is 
dreft in all the gaiety which filks and bro^ 
cades can afford, wearing a turban richly or- 
namented with gold and jewels^ and inter- 
fperfed with flowers. Thus arrayed hd 
mounts his horfe, which alfo is riot without 
its decorations, carrying in his hand his 
prayers parted on a board, on which he looks, 
with ftedfaft attention; and he proceeds 
^ith all the fejiatenefs.and compofed gravity 
of old age to the different places appointed 
for the purpofe, accompanied by mufic, and 
all his fchoolfellows on horfeback dreffed 
according to their circumflances. At lafl. 
they meet at the houfc of the^ head boy of 
the fchool, .where they are treated with a 
iCoUciftion of fwectmeats. This cuflom, 
which is evidently adopted with a view of 
promoting an emulation in their youths, is 
one of the very few good inflitutions which 
are obfervable among thefe people. 

In celebrating the rite of circumcifiori> the 

child is drefled very fumptuoufly, and carried 
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dn a mule, or, if the parents are in poor cir- 
ciiiriftanccs, on an afs, accompanied with 
flags flymgand muficians playing on hautboys 
and beating drums. In this manner they 
proceed to the mofque, where the cere- 
mony is performed, 

' When any perfon dies, a certain number 
of women are hired for the purpofe of la- 
mentation (for the men are feldom obferved 
to weep for the lofs of a friend) in the per- 
formance of which nothing can be mote gra- 
ting to the car, or more unpleafant, than their 
frightful moans or rather bowlings: at the 
fame time thefe mercenary mourners beat 
their heads and breafts, and tear their checks 
with their nails. The bodies are ufually 
buried a few hours after death. Previous to 
interment the corpfe is wafhed very clean, 
and fewed up in a fhroud compofed of {even 
pieces of fine linen united together, with the 
right hand under the head, which is pointed 
towards Mecca ; it is carried on a bier fup- 
ported upon men's ihoulders to the burying- 
place, which is always, witk great propriety, 
on the outfide of the town, for they never 
bury their dead. in the mofques or within the 
bounds of an inhabited place. The bier is 

.. accompanied 
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accompanied by numbers of people, two .a- 
breaft, who walk Vtry faft, .calling upon 
God and Mahomet, and finging hymns 
adapted to the occafion. The grave is made 
very wide at the bottom, and narrow at the 
top, and the body is depofited without any 
other ceremony than finging and praying 
in the fame manner as on their way to the 
grave. 

They have no tombs in this country, but 
long and plain ftones; and it is fi-equently 
cuftomary for the femgle friends of the de- 
parted to weep over their graves for feveral 
days after the funeral. The Moors will not 
allow Chriftians or Jews to pafs over their 
places of interment ; as they have a fuper^- 
ftitious idea, which is perhaps more preva- 
lent among the lower clafs gf people, than 
thofe who are better informed, that the dead 
fufFer paip frpm having their graves trodden 
npon by infidels; and I recoiled: when at 
Tangier, I received a very fevere rebuke 
from a Moor, for accidentally having pafled 
through one of their burying grounds. 

When , a woman lofes her hufband fhe 
ijxourns four months and eight days, dqriqg 
which period (he is to wear no filv?r pr 

Z 3 goldj 
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gold 5 and if (he happens to be pregnant, 
fhe is to mourn till fhe is brought to bed, 
For the above time the relations of her 
late huflband are obliged to fupport her, 
I could not learn that any mourning was 
dxie from the hufband for the lofs of his 
wife ; but it is cuflomary, particularly among 
^he great people, for a fon to mourn for 
his father by. not fhaving his head or any 
part of his beard, and by not cutting his 
pails for a certain period. 

When a Jew or a Chriftian is cpnverte4 
to the Mahometan faith, he is immediately 
4reffed in a Moorifli habit, and paraded 
pund the ftreets on horfeback, accom- 
panied with mufic and a great concourfe 
of people. He then chufes himfelf a 
Moorifh name, and fixes on a perfon who 
adopts him as a child, and is eyer afterwards 
called his father. This adoption, however, 
is only nominal, for he is by no means 
bound to fupport him. The new convert is 
not allowed to marry any other woman 
than a Negro, or the daughter of a rene- 
gadOj and his defcendants are not con- 
fidered as genuine Moors till the fourth 
generation. 

The 
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The renegadoejs in the empire of Mo- 
rocco are principally Spaniards, though 
there are fome few of other nations in the 
country, who have deferted from Ceuta or 
Spain, to avoid the hand of juftice for fome 
capital crime or mifdemeanor — commonly, « 
indeed, murder. I met with many of thefe 
people at Morocco, who frankly acknow- 
ledged to me that murder had been the 
caufe of their defertion. Though the em^ 
peror may for various reafons find it con- 
venient to countenance renegadoes, yet the 
Moors in general fo thoroughly deteft them, 
that they cannot be induced upon any terms 
to allow them to form a part of their fo- 
cietv. 

I cannot better conclude this fecftion than 
by fubmitting to the reader the following 
account of the caravans to Mecca and 
Guinea, which I received from a gentle- 
man refident in Barbary, on whofe veracity 
I could place the utmoft confidence. 

Seven months before the feaft Aid de . 
Cabier, or the commemoration of the 
birth of Mahomet, pilgrims from every 
quarter afTemble at Fez, in order to join 
the paravan which at that feafon proceeds 

Z4 for 
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for Mecca. They are cpmpofejl "of three 
claiSes of people.— -Firft, The mountaineersijj 
named Brebes: Secondly, The Moorifl? 
merchants : and. Thirdly, Perfons in pub^r 
lie employments, or who are engaged about 
the court of the emperor. Thus religion 
and intereft confpire to draw together a 
large and motley groupe, and to induce them 
to undertake a journey which is as fatiguing 
and dangerous as it is expenfive. 

The firft clafs are not required to afk 
permiffion to join the caravan. The fecond 
are obliged to prefent themfelyes to their 
refpedtive governors, as well to ^void the 
inconveniences of debts on their own ac- 
count, as on that of their' famiilies, whq 
might be fubjed to be molefted by credi- 
tors during their abfence. If a merchant 
has the leaft connexion with the court, it 
is expefted that he alfo prefent himfelf to 
the emperor, wlio, as he feels difpofed, 
grants or refufes hioi permiffion to enter 
upon the journey. Thofe of the third clafs 
muft have an exprefs permiffion from the 
emperor, who never allows any to go whofc 
circuQiftances will not fufficiently enable 

them 
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them to defray the exppnces of the pUgri- 
mage. 

As there arc two modes of performing, 
this pilgrimage, by fea and by land, thofe 
who prefer the former are fubjedled to an 
e;{:amination by the governor of the port 
whence they embark, to fee that they pay 
the freight of the veflel, and to inform him- 
felf whether they h^ve fufficient means to 
go and return from thjis facred pbjedt of 
Mahometan devotion, without being under 
the neceffity of borrowing, or being fuf- 
pe<3:ed of ufing ai^y bafe and difhonourable, 
means of obtaining a fubfiftence, Thofe. 
who proceed by land are liable to be ex- 
amined alfo, but not fo rigoroufly as the 
others, the Shaik of the caravan having the 
power to punifh thofe who are guilty of 
any irregularities. 

The place whence the paravan fets out 
l)y land, is from Teza^ a town in the pro- 
vince of Ted LA, fome diftance to the Eaft 
of the city of Fez, the Jatter being the firft 
place of rendezvous. At Fez, the moft 
commercial city in the whole empire, and 
abounding with provifions of eyery defcrip- 
ttjon, each perfon furnifhes himfelf in tne 

beft' 
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beft manner he is able, according to his 
rank and circumftances, with a fufficient- 
iiipply to laft till he reaches Tripoli pr 
Tunis at leaft. 

This grand caravan is always accom- 
panied by many others, of which one goes 
to Algiers, anpther to Tunis, and a third 
to Grand Cairo, &c. Thofe pcrfons 
who go to Algiers and Tunis are not \ 
under the neceflity of afking pcrmiffion, as 
they are perfons who are accuftonled to 
carry on a trade with thofe two places; 
whence they return with^ a quantity of their 
refpedtive manufadures. The caps of Tu- 
nis are of great ufe in the empire of Mo- 
rocco, and their filks alfo fell at a very 
good price, though upoa the whole thofe 
of Algiers are preferable for the girdles 
ufed by the Moors, curtains, women's drefs, 
and furniture for beds and room^. The 
manufa<a:ures indeed of both Algiers and 
Tunis are brought to a greater perfection 
than thofe of Morocco, The merchants 
who go upon thefe expeditions carry with 
them. ready money, haicks, and flippers, 
which are the manufacftures of Morocco, 
^d difpofe of the two laft articles to the 

Arab^ 
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Arabs and inhabitants of the towns in the 
neighbourhood of Algiers and Tunis, 
who, though they do not wear the haick 
as a part of their drefs, yet make ufe of 
them for a variety of other purpofes. 

Some time within the firft fifteen days 
of the month Jumeth Tenii, every pro- 
per preparation being previoufly made, the 
grand caravan fets off from Teza in the 
following order: — After having invoked the 
true and fole God, and his prophet Maho- 
piec, to give every benedidion to this facred 
journey, they all meet near the tent of the 
chief condudlor, who is named in Arabic 
S CHECK Rebeck, and commence their 
devotions to the found of clarinets, tam- 
bours, &c. The unloaded camels and mules 
are then firft put in motion, attended by 
the cooks, -watermen, &c. Next to this 
party follow thofe who travel on foot, either 
from devotion orneceffity; to thefe is en- 
trufted the care of the loaded mules and 
camels. And the rear is brought up by 
' thofe who are mounted either on horfes or 
mules. The caravan is put in motion at 
fun- rife, ftops at twelve o'clock at noon to 
dine, and about fpur in the afternoon the 

people 



34« A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fcfr^ 

people encamp in the fame -manner as they 
did at Teza. 

The courfe which they take is through 
tbc interior parts of the country, leaving 
Tremecen, Algiers, and Tunis to their 
left. Some of them, indeed, make excurfions 
to the two latter places, and afterwards 
join the caravan. By thefe means they are 
enabled both to obtain a frefh fupply of 
provifions for themfelves and beafts, and to 
fell to the Arabs, haicks, flippers, and old 
caps, for which they ufually receive a very 
good price; and the profits enable them 
frequently to make advantageous purchafes 
at Mecca, Alexandria, and Cairo. 

Upon their arrival, after a journey of 
two months and a half, at that part of the 
fca-coaft where the tower of Salines is 
iituated, and which is about half a day's 
ride from the city of Tripoli, they reft 
themfelves ten days. At this place all the 
pilgrims fupply themfelves with forty or 
fifty days provifions, which is generally 
fufficient to fupport them to Alexanj>riA' 
or Grand Cairo; and on their return 
they purchafe in the neighbourhood pf 
Tunis and Tripoli ji large fupply of 

piulcS| 
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mules, frequently giving only twenty- fire 
hard dollars for what they afterwards fell 
in Morocco for eighty or an hundred. 

From the tower of Salines they con- 
tinue their route as far as Alexandria 
and Grand Cairo, where they furnifh 
themfelves, in the fame manner as at Tri- 
poli, with fufiicient provifions for the re- 
mainder of the journey, which requires al- 
together near feven months to accomplifli. 
To thoie who undertake this journey for 
the purpofe of trade, it generally anfwers 
extremely well: By purchafing goods at 
one place, and felling them at another, they 
contrive to make upon each fale a profit of 
ten per cent. 

The Arabs from Fez as far as Alexan- 
dria and Grand Cairo, though a rude 
clafs of people, are very warmly attached 
to their religion, and on that account give 
the pilgrims a friendly reception, furniibing 
them with barley, butter, eggs, mutton, 
beef, &c. From that pjace, however, to 
Mecca the route is not fo eafy, as the 
Arabs, inftead of the benefadlors, frequently 
become the plunderers of thefe holy tra- 
vellers. 
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vellers. On thefe occafions they fpare 
nothing, and leave thenr not fo much as the 
neceflaries of life ; particularly if they refufe 
the contributions which they ufually de- 
mand for permitting the caravan to pafs 
peaceably through the country. Within 
the laft feven or eight years this paflage is 
become more dangerous than ever. • The 
banditti now aflemble in very confiderable 
bodies in thefe deferts, and at certain paffes 
the travellers may be aflailed with great ad- 
vantage. In paffing the ifthmus of Suez, 
for inftance, above Alexandria, the caravan 
may be defeated by an hundred men. Thefe 
robbers, therefore, generally endeavour to 
poft themfelves in fuch a manner as to 
attack it in this place. 

Thofe people who carry on a petty trade 
endeavour to convert their little ftock into 
ready money upon their arrival at Meccai 
where, with the remainder of the caravan, 
and other Mahometan pilgrims, they com- 
memorate by a feaft the nativity of the 
great prophet Mahomet* when every per* 
fon is obliged to facrifice at leaft one fheep* 
it is computed that on this day, which i» 
X the 
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the tenth of the moon Dalaja, above 
two millions of (heep are flaughtered at 
Mecca. 

Aftpr the performance of this folemn rite 
the majority of the travellers employ them- 
felves in laying but their money to the beft 
advantage. Some purchafe muflins, Levant 
filks, &c. ; others efTence of rofes, amber, 
mulk, Perfian filks, &c.; while another part 
of them fave their money to lay it out at 
Grand Cairo, where they purchafe a. 
good ftock of raw filk, cottons, and manu- 
factured filks of different kinds. In this 
city, indeed, every article may be had at 
nearly the fame price as at Mecca. On 
the whole, we may aflert, at a mpderatc 
computation, that the value of the articles 
contained in one of thefe caravans, joined 
with the ready money, amounts to two 
millions of hard dollars. 
**"Thofe perfons who proceed by fea join 
the caravan after difembarking at Alex- 
andria, and paying the freight of the 
veflTel in which they fet fail. On their re- 
turn alfo confiderable numbers embark at 
Alexandria^, and land at T^tuan or 
Tangier, whence they depart for their 

refpedtive 
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refpedlve homes, and fell the commodities 
they bring with them foi: perhaps a third 
more than their original price. , Others 
continue their journey by land, and add to 
the riches brought from the Levant the 
merchandizes of Tunis and Algiers, 
which are held in great cfteem throughout 
the empire of Morocco. By thefe means 
they double the capital they provided them- 
fclves with at firft fetting out. 

It would be no very difHculf matter for 
a Chriilian to join one of thefe caravans, 
provided he obtained the recommendation 
and exprefs perrniffion of his Moorifh ma- 
jefty, or the shaik of the caravan, who 
would take him under his protedtion. This 
obftacle would be ftill further removed, if 
the Chriftian would confent to wear the 
Turkifh habit, or drefs himfelf in the man- 
ner they are obliged to adopt at Grand 
, Cairo. By thefe means he would obviate 
every inconvenience to which the European* 
drefs fubjedts a traveller, both with refpedt 
to the Vild Arabs, and to the weak and 
illiberal people of the caravan. As the 
caravan, however, does not go far into the 
interior parts of the country, the objed: of 

^ difcovery 
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tiiicovery would hardly be fufficient to 
counterbalance the fatigues and dangers of 
the expediition; 

There are no daravaiis which go difeftly 
into the interior parts of the country^ It 
would, in fa(9:> be as dangerous for a Ma- 
hometan as for a Chriftian to peiietrate an 
liundred leagues beyond the known limits 
of the empire of Morocco, as the inhabi- 
tants of thefe parts are favage, avaricious^ 
and capable of corartiitting any crime for 
a very trifling emolument. A fatal proof 
of the cruelty of thefe Arabs occurred * in 
the year 1786, when forty pilgrims^ on 
their return from Mecca, vrere maflacred* 
Thefe people demanded hofpitality from the 
mountaineers of iZAMOR^ near Meqijinez, 
for only one night 5 but as they brought 
fbme valuable goods with them, it is fup- 
pofed that it was owing to that circum- 
fiance that they were all pUt to death'. 

The country beyond the mountains of 
Atlas, about fix days journey to the Eaft ^ 
of Morocco, is not even known, though 
it is probable it might be penetrated with 
fafetyj provided the fame means were ufed 
A a as 
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as' arc employed by the caravans which gp' 
to the South; that is, a fmall proportion 
of force, and a fmall proportion of gene- 
rofity. 

There is no particular caravan fo con- 
fiderable for the South as that vvrhich goe» 
to Mecca.. As thefe indeed are intended 
merely for the purpofes of commerce^ they 
ieldom conlift of more than one hundred 
and fifty, or perhaps two, or at pioft three 
hundred perfons, including the muleteers^ 
camel-drivers, and other fervants. Some 
6f thefe caravans fet out from Morocco, 
while others go from Tarudant, Fez, 
tod Tetuan, The' firft pafs by way of 
DoMNET, while the others meet at Ta- 
FILET, and thence purfue their journey 
towards the defert. Thefe caravans go no 
further than Tom but, where there are 
fome merchants of Mokocco cftablifhed 
for the purpofe of carrying on a trade with 
the inland parts of Guinea, where they 
trafEck for Haves, ivory, gold duft, &c. 
The merchandizes which the caravans carry 
from Morocco, Tarudant, &cq. confift 

-of 

4i . . 
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of HAicKs and blue cloths, for which they 
find a good falc throughout the country of 
the MoHAFRES and at Thouat. 

The city of Thouat ^s in the interior 
. parts of .the country, about thirty days 
journey from Tafilet. From Thouat 
the caravans proceed directly to Tombut*. 
There is much greater danger in paffing the 
two deferts between Tafilet and Thou- 
at, than between the latter place and 
TpMBur, As the Arabs of the deferts are 
much addiifted to rapine, the caravans are 
obliged to make them trifling prefents, to 
enable them to travel without being mo- 
lefted.. The other Arabs, who purchafe 
merchandize, fuch as blue cloths, fmall 
daggers, looking-glafles, &c. pay generally 
in return oftrich-feathcrs ; and this traffick 
is attended with very tolerable profits. 

The articles which the caravans carry 
immediately to ToMBUT, are tobacco and. 
fait. It is neceffary to pay attention to 
what camels may be wanted for the pur- 
pofes of carrying water through the deferts,. 
as in fome parts they travel four, and in 
others nine days, without meeting with a 
drop of water. It is in a great meafure oa 
A a 2 this 
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this account that the camel becomes {o 
ufeful an animal in hot climates^. Their 
ftomachs, it is well known, are fo con- 
ftrudted as to allow them to pafs many days 
without food or drink. In the inner coats 
of their floniachs there are a number of 
little cells, in which they retain a large pro- 
portion of water for a length of time, nature 
having provided them with a method of 
regurgitating it when thirfty* From the 
fizc of the ftomach alfo it admits of a large 
portion of food to be taken in at a time, 
to which they have recourfe by rumination 
when their appetite calls for a fupply of 
nourilhmcnt. Their owners, therefore^ have 
only to give them plenty of barley and 
water at the. entrance of the deferts, and 
that proves fufRcient to laft them till a 
frefh fupply can be conveniently procured. 

Thefe extraordinary animals are able to 
carry a very great weight in proportion ta 
their fize^ and to perform very long jour- 
nies without much apparent fatiglie. They 
are ufed both for the purpofes of riding and 
carrying burdens • Their fleps are very 
long and flow, and they are tradbable and 
cafily managed* They are taught to kneel 
j^ down 



A TOUR TO, MOROCCO, i^c. 357 

down when they are loaded; and when ufcd 
for the faddle are entirely managed by a 
(hort and thick flick; which both ferves 
the purpofes of bridle and whip. It is riot 
uncomnion in Barbary to fee three perfons, 
with furniture in proportion, mounted upon 
one camel. 

Upon the arrival of the caravans at 
ToMBUT, they exchange their tobacco and 
ialt for flaves, gold duil, and ivory, which 
are brought thither from Guinea. Four 
thoufand. Haves are fuppofed to be annually 
carried from Tombut, great part of whom 
are fent to Mascar, Algiers, and Tu- 
nis* It but ieldpm happens that any eunuchs 
are brought away, unlefs by a particular 
commiffion from the emperor or fome of 
;the princes, no other perfon in the country 
being permitted to keep them. It is in- 
deed extremely difficult to procure them at 
all* The place whence they are ufually 
brought is the kingdom of Bambara. In 
MuLEY Ishmael's reign the number of 
eunuchs in the empire of Morocco was 
fuppofed to amount to feven hundred; but 
they are now fo reduced, that one hundred 
A a 3 is 
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is die utmoft that could be muftcred in tlic 
whole empire. ' 

Thofe perfons who have been concerned 
in the trade to Tombut for the laft twenty 
years, compute the value of the nlerchan- 
dizes tranfpdrted annually thither from the 
empire of Morocco to amount to at leaA 
a million of hard dollars; and the com- 
modities received in return, fuch as dftrich- 
feathers, ivory, gold duft, amber, and Gui- 
nea flaves, to ten millions ; two thirds of 
which are carried to Algiers, Tunis, 
&c. The flaves are purchafed near Tom- 
but, at a very cheap rate, there having 
been inftanccs of a fine Negro boy being 
bought for fix pounds of fait. 

As a proof that Chriftians may proceed 
along the fhore by land from Guinea to 
Morocco, two French men, in the year 
1 78 1, came from Senegal to Morocco, 
and brought intelligence of feme forts hav- 
ing been taken from the Englifh on that 
river. It is, however, proper to remark, 
that they were provided with efcorts from 
one place to another. 

8 CHAP- 
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CHAP, xn. 

Summons to appear before the Emperor. --r^ 
Admiffion into the Royal Harem.— •-^Z- 
^ tendance w Lalla Zar a. — IntroduSiion 
to Lalla Batoom, the chief Sultana. — 
IntroduSlion to Lalla Dou yaw, the 
fovourite JVife of the Empfr^r — her Hif" 
tory. — Defcription of the Harem-^— //x 
Oecommy. — Concubines of the Emperor.-^ 
Adventure and Altercation with one ofthoft 
J^adics. — Drefs of the Ladies in the Ha^ 
REM. — opinion of the Moors concerning 
the Female Sex. — Emperors Children.-^ 
Drefs f Manners y and Situation of the Fe^ 
male Sex in Barbary. 

FROM the unfuGcefsful efforts which 
I had made for the purpofe of pro- 
curing my difpatches, I had begun to re- 
concile myfelf to the idea of remaining a 
prifoner at Morocco, when, to my great 
furprize, at the expiration of a mont}i from 
the time of the prince's departure, his 
A a 4 Moorifti 
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Moorifli majefty ^fcnt to mc in particuhuf 
hafte to ^pair to the pakce. 

Upon receiving this meflage my bef^ 
hopes were excited. I m^turally ea;pe<aedi 
tn immediate emancipation| as it is neceflaiy 
• that every ftrangcr Ihould fee the cmppror 
previous to his departure y and I iiew tq 
the palace with all the alacrity v^hich fu^ 
an expedlatipn was certain to inlpire. What 
then was my aftoniftiment, wheh> upon my 
arrival at the palace, a mefienger t>rought 
orders from the emperor, the j^irpprt of 
which was, that I fhipuld immediately ex- 
am^n^ one of his fultanas who was tndif>- 
pofed, and i^ the afternpon return with^ 
proper medicines, and at the fame time 
report my opinion on her cafe tQ his ma- 
jcfty. 

It is difficult to iay whether difappoint* 
ment or furprize were the predominant 
emotion in my mind on receiving this 
order- After the prejudice? which from 
his diilike to the £ngli(h, and his ignorance 
of the eifeit? of internal medicines, the 
emperor was known to have enter^ined 
againft me^ and after having detained me at 
Morocco for fuch a length of time, with 
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po apparent view but that of manifefting 
Jiis contempt of me as an Englifliman, it 
app^red unaccountable that he fhould give 
orders fpr my admiffion into the Harem, 
where, in addition to the former obje6lions| 
th^re were alfp fdme ftillvftronger in the 
eyes of' the Moors; as the admijBion of 
pne of pur fex into that facred depofitory 
pf female charms was almoft unprecedented, 
and I believe tptally fo w|th refpedt to the 
Harem pf the emperor. 

Whatever might be the mdtives with 
his imperial majefty for the violation of 
Moorifli decorum in this inftance, I did not 
^conceive that I had much reafon to rejoice 
^t the event. I had already experienced 
too much ingratitude from the prince, as 
well as too much ungenerous treatment 
from the emperor, to encourage .me to 
undertake any future engagement of the 
kind in this country; and the difficulties 
and prejudices which from experience I 
knew I had to encounter, when employed 
in my profe0ipnal line by the Moors, united 
to the uncertainty of removing the lady's 
complaint, rendered it altogether not viei-y 
|afe to adminiftcr my advice under fuch 

difadvantageous 
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idi&dvantageous circumftances ; and cvctx 
that curiofity which , would naturally be ^ 
excited in moft perfons on fuch an occaiioi^ 
was not fufiicient to reconcile me to this 
new employment. 

Ujftfortunately in this dilemma I had very 
little time allowed me to determine, fince 
the ineflenger was y?^aiting Ito condudt mc 
to the gate of the Harem. My embarraff- 
incit, however, continued only for a fhort * 
period; for I foon recolledled that it was in 
vain to oppofe the emperor's order. I there- 
fore deferred giving a decifive anfwer till 
I had feen my patient, and made myfelf 
fully acquainted with the nature of her com-r 
plaint. 

The public and ufual entrance to thcT 
Harem is through a very large arphed 
door- way, guarded on the outfide by ten 
body guards, which leads to a lofty hall, 
where the captain or alcaide, with a 
guard of feventeen eunuchs^ are pofted. No 
perfon is admitted into this hall, but thofe 
who are known to ha-ve bufinefs, in tha 
Harem. 

The emperor's order being delivered oil 
th^^QPtiide of thedopr t:o the alcaide, I 

was 
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'was immediately, with my interpreter, coa^ 
ducted into the Harem, by one of the 
pegro eunuchs. Upon entering the court 
into which the women's apartments oped, 
I difcovercd a motley groupe of concubines, 
domeftics, and negro flaves, who were va* 
ripufly employed. Thofe of the firft defcrip- 
tion had formed themfelves into circles, 
ibated on the ground in the open court, and 
were apparently engaged in converfation.-^ 
The domeftics and Haves were partly em- 
ployed in needle-work, and partly in pre-; 
paring their cuscosoo. My appearance in 
the court, however, foon attracted their at- 
tention, and a con fiderable number of them, 
upon obfcrving me, unacquainted with the 
means by which I had been admitted into 
the Harem, retreated with the utmoft pre- 
cipitancy into their apartments 5 while others 
more courageous approached, and enquired 
of my black attendant who I was, and by 
whofe orders he had brought me thither. 

The moment it was known that I was 

of the medical profeflion^ parties of them 

were detached to inform thofe who had fled 

-that I was fent in by order of the emperor, 

=to attend L ALL A Zara, my intended pa-^ 

tieot's 
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tknt^s name, aod^ requefting of them to 
come back and look at the Chriftian. Si^- 
RANioTiBiB ! Chriftian Do<3:orI refounded 
from one end of the Harem to the other; 
and in the courfe of a few minutes I was fo 
compleatly furrounded by women and chii- 
dren, that I was unable to move a iingle 
ftep. 

Every one of them appeared folicitous to 
find out fonie complaint on which fhe might 
confult me, and thofe who had not ingenuity 
enough to invent one, obliged me to feel 
. their pulfe ; and were highly difplcafed if I 
did not evince my excellence in my profef- 
fion by the difcovery of fome ailment or 
other, AH of them feemed fo urgent to he 
attended to at the fame time, that vi^hile I was 
feeling the pulfe of one, others were behind, 
pulling my coat and intreating me to exa- 
mine their complaints, while a third party 
were upbraiding me for not paying thera t^^C 
fame attention. Their ideas pf delicacy, d^l 
not at all correfpond with thofe of our Eu- 
ropean ladiefi, for they exhibited the beauties 
of their limbs and form with a degree of 
^eedom that in any other country vvould 
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have been thought indecent; and their oon^ 
verfation was equally unreftrained. 

This apparent laxity of condudl in the 
Mooriih ladies does not proceed from a de« 
pravity in principle. As the female fex in 
this country are not entrufted with the 
guardianfliip of their own honour, there is no 
virtue in referve. A depraved education 
even ferves to corrupt inftead of to reftrain 
them. They are not regarded as rational or 
moral agents ; they are only coniidered as 
beings created entirely to be fubfervient to 
the pbafurc of man. To excite the paf^ions,^ 
and to do and fay every thing which may in- 
flame a licentious imagination, become 
therefore neceflary accomplifhments in, the 
female fex, and their manners and condud: 
naturally affume a caft totally different from 
thofe of women in a more refined and more 
liberal ftate of fociety. In thofe inftances to 
which I ref^r, they were not confcpus of 
trefpaffing the limits of decency ; and in 
others they manifefted a fingular attention to 
what they conceived to be decorum. When 
J requefted to fee the tongues of fome pa-^ 
tients who complained of feverifh fymptoms, 
they refufed to comply, confidering it as 

inconfiftent 
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inconfiilent with their mcdefty and virtue > 
fome of them indeed laughed at the fingu- 
larity of the requeft, and attributed it either 
to an impertinent curiofity, or an inclination^ 
to impofe on their u deri%ndings» 

As the number of my patients continued 
to increafe rather than to diminifh^ there ap- 
peared but little profped of an introdu<aion 
to the fultana Lalla Zara, whom I was 
Jfirfl: dired:ed to attend, in any reafonable time* 
The eunuch, however, wearied out with 
waiting, exerted all the vigour of authority 
which his natural efFeminacy would admit 
of in obliging them to difperfe, and which 
.was fo far efteiftual at leaft as to allow me 
room to pafs, though this female croud ftill 
followed me till I had nearly reached the 
lady's apartment* 

From the iirft court into which I had been 
introduced I parted through two or three fimi- 
lar, till I at length arrived at the chamber 
of my intended patient. I was here detained 
a little time in the court, till my patient and 
her apartment were ready to receive me.— 
Upon my entrance I found the lady fitting 
crofs-legged on a mattrefs placed upon the 
floor, and covered^ with fine linen, \yith 

twelve 
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twelve white and negro attendants, featcd 
on the floor alfo, in different parts of the 
thamber. A round cufluon was placed for 
me next to the hdyj on which I was defired , 
to be feated, I fhould have remarked, that> 
contrary to my expeditions, I found that 
none of the emperor's women difguifed their 
feces in the manner which I had experienced- 
in the prince's Harem, but I faw them all 
with the £ime familiarity as if I had 
been introduced into the houfe of an Eu- 
ropean. 

Lalla Zara^s who. was of Mcorifli* 
[iarents, was about eight years ago remark-^ - 
able for her beauty and accompliihments ;• 
on which account (he was then in every 
refpedt the favourite wife of the emperor. 
So dangerous a preeminence could not be 
enjoyed, without exciting the jealoufy of 
thofe females whofe charms were lefs con-* 
fpicuous ; and who, befides the mortification 
of having a lefs' fliare of beauty, experienced 
alfo thedifgrace of being deferted by their 
lord* 

• Lalla fignifrcs Udy or miflrcfi; but is only applied in 
this country to the fultanas. 

Deternjined 
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Determined to efFeft her ruin^ they cdn^ 
trived to mix fome poifon (moft probably 
arfenic) in her food, and comluded the de- 
teilable plot with fo much art and addrefs, 
that it was not perceived till the deleterious 
drug had began its baneful operations. She 
was ieized with moft violent fpafins, and a 
continual vomiting; andhadflienotbeen pof- 
fefled of an uncommonly ftrong conftitution, 
ihe muft inuncdiately have fellen a vi<aim 
to the machinations of her rivals. After a 
fevere ftruggle, however, between life and 
death, the effed:s of the poifon in fome de- 
gree abated ; but it left the unhappy lady in 
a ftate of dreadful debiUty and irritation, and 
particularly in the ftomach, from which it 
was not perhaps in the power of medicine to 
extricate her. Her beauty too, the fatal 
caufe of her misfortune, was compleatly 
deftroyed, and her enemies, though dilap- 
pointed in their aim of deftroying her life, 
yet enjoyed the malignant triumph of feeing 
thofe charms which had excited their unea* 
finefs reduced bebw the ftandard of ordinary 
women. 

When I faw her, fhe had fuch a weak- 
nefs of digeftion, that every fpecies of food 

which 
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Which (he took, after remaining a few hours 
on her ftomach, was returned perfedly crude 
and undigefted. As flie did not receive proper 
nouriflir^ent, her body had wafted away to a 
fhadow^ and her frame was in fo weak aftate, 
as not to allow her to walk without affif-* 
tance. Her complc«on was entirely alteredi 
Her Ikin, from being naturally clear and fair, 
as I was informed^ was changed to a fickly 
brown, which, joined to a ruined fet of 
teeth, and a ghaftly countenance, had effaced' 
every trace of that beauty, which (he before 
might have pofTefTed. Upon my firft enter- ^ 
ing her apartment, though from my profef- 
fion accuftomed to behold obje<fts of diftrefs 
and mifery, yet I was fo forcibly ftruck with 
her unhappy fituation and wretched appear- 
ance, that I was obliged to exert all the forti- 
tude of which I was mafter, to avoid the dif-^ 
covery of my feelings* 

Lalla Z ar a was at this time about fix- 
and-thirty years of age, and jthough in fo 
weak a ftate, had two beautiful young chil- 
dren J the firft was in its fixth year, and the 
youngeft, which was then under the care of a 
wet-nurfe, was very little more than a twelve- 
month old, I was quite aitoniihed to ob- 
B b ferve 
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fervc fuch ftrong and apparency healthy 
children, the ofFspring of a mtother whofc 
conflitution was fo dreadfully impaired. It 
was certainly, however, a very fortunate cir- 
cumftance for L all a Zara that (he hod 
thefe children; fince by the Mahometan 
law a man cannot divorce his wife provided 
ihe bear him children ; fo that though the 
emperor took very little notice of this poet 
lady, yet he was, for the above reafon^ 
obliged to maintain, both herfelf and her 
offspring. 

From the wretched jfituation in which I 
have defcribed this unfortunate female, it ifi 
cafy to conceive that her fpirits muft revive 
at the moft diftant profpedl of procuring re- 
lief ia her difagreeable complaint. Such, in- 
deedy was the cafe. She received me with 
all that fati^faftion which hope, united with 
fome degree of confidence, moft naturally io- 
fpires. 

Under thefe circumftances the . f^edica- 
' ment in which I felt myfelf was, I muft 
confefs, moft truly embarraffing. It was 
one of thofe unpleafant fituations, in which 
duty and intereft are compleatly in oppofi- 
tion to each other, or rather when the fym- 

pathetic 
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pathetic feelings ftand oppofed to perfonal 
lafety. Humanity pointed out to me that it 
was my duty to relieve her if poffible ; on the 
other hand, felf-prefervation no lefs ftrongly 
dictated, that it was abfolutely neceflary to 
my fafety and happinefs to embrace the firft 
opportunity of leaving a country where I ex- 
ifted in the moft critical and moft difagreea- 
ble fituation. Both thefe fentiments for fome 
time preflcd equally on my mind, and left me 
at a lofs how to determine, I at length, 
however, fixed on a middle plan of condu(ft, 
which appeared likely to effedt the fafety of 
the lady, without endangering my own. This 
was, to give a proper courfe of medicines a 
fair trial for a fortnight; and then, if the 
leaft profped of amendment (hould appear 
in confeqaence of them, I could leave het 
more , vrith fuch direftions as might ena-* 
blc her to ufe them without medical atten- 
dance* 

This plan I conceived it moft prudent not 
to communicate immediately to my patient : 
I therefore, without affording her any very 
flattering hopes of a cur^, affurcd her, that I 
would ufe every means with which I was 
acquainted for the reftoration of her confti-^ 
B b 2 tution^ 
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tution. Contrary to moft other Moor ifli 
females, I found LallaZara in every 
refped affatle and polite ; though deprived 
of her health, fhe retained her natural viva- 
city, and with the ravages of her inveterate 
malady fhe ftill remained a pleafing and an 
interefting character. 

I was upon the point of taking my leave 
oFLallaZara, when a female meflenger 
appeared to requeft my attendance upon 
Lall A Batoom, who, from the priority of 
her marriage, is called the firft wife of the 
emperor, and is more properly entitled to 
the denomination of fultana than any of the 
others. 

As the emperor had given dire<9ions for 
my admiflionto Lall a Zara only, andas 
I foon perceived that the eunuch regarded 
me with the moft jealous eye, I muft con- 
fefs that, however my curiofity might be ex- 
cited, yet when folicited to vifit the other 
ladies, I could not help feeling fome appre- 
henfions of the danger which I incurred 
by tranfgrefling the emperor's order. On 
the other hand, I refleded, that both the 
eunuch and the women would be equally in- 
volved in the confequences of a difcovciy; 
4 ^ 
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the firft for conducing me, and the fathers 
for admitting me into their apartments-; 
and therefore that it was as much their in- 
tcreft as mine to be cautious, as well in pre- 
venting the circumftance from reaching the 
€mperor's ears, as in not receiving me in 
their apartments at a time when he was 
likely to enter the Harem. All thefe ar^ 
guments, united to the defire which I felt 
to avail myfelf of fo favourable an opportu- 
nity of feeing a place where no European 
had ever before been admitted, had fo much 
weight, that my objeftions were fpeedily re-» 
moved. 

I found Lall A Batoom to be a perfeft 
Moori(h beauty; fhe was mofl immode-^ 
rately fet, about forty years of age, with 
round and prominent cheeks, which were 
painted a deep red, fmall black eyes, and a 
vifage compleatly guiltlefs of expreflion. 
She was fitting upon a mattraft on the 
floor, which, as ufiul, was covered with 
fine white linen, and (he was furrounded 
with a large party of concubines, whom I 
was informed flie had invited to be her 
yifitors on the occafion. Her room bore 
a mUch greater appearance of grandeur than 
Bb3 that 



574 A TOtJR TO MOROCCO, Z?n 

that of Lalla Zara> and ike was »r 
dulgcd with a whole fquarc to hcrfelf. 

As foon as I entered her apartment^ 
Lalla Batocm requeftcd of me to be 
featcd clofe |^by her fide, and to feel her 
pulie* Her complaint was a (light coldi 
of which an unconquerable defire of feeing 
me had moft probably been the occaiQoo* 
As foon as I had felt her pulfe, and pro* 
flounced my opinion, I was employed in 
going through the fame ceremony with all 
tha other ladies in the room, who defircd 
I would acquaint them with all their 
complaints, without any further enqmries. 
From the great experience which I had 
acquired in this kind of pra<ftice at Tarif- 
DANT, and from the knowledge which I 
had attained of their complaints, which in 
general proceeded from too violent an attack 
upon the coscosoo, I was enabled to make 
no defpicable figure in this myffaerious artj 
and was very fuccefsful in my opinions. 

From the fubjedt of their own health, 
the converfation prefcotly changed to criti- 
cifins upon my drefs. There was not a 
fingle part of it which was not examined, 
and commented on with their uTual loqua* 

city. 
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city* My interpreter was then aflced if I 
was a married mtn> and if fo^ whether I^ 
had brought my wife with me, with a 
varietyof equally important queftions. In 
the midft of this converfation, tea was 
introduced, though at eleven o'clock in the 
morning. A fmall tea-board, with four 
very fhort fctt, fupplied the place of a 
table, and held the tea equipage. The cups 
were about the fize of large walnut-fheHs, 
of the very beft Indian china, and of which 
a very confiderable number was drank. 

After I had concluded my vifit to the 
queen of the Harem, I was next con- 
duced to Lalla Douyaw, the favourite 
wife of the emperor, whom I found to 
be what would be termed in Europe a 
very fine and beautiful woman. She is a 
native of Genoa, and was, with her mother, 
flupwrecked on the coaft of Barbary, 
whence they became the emperor's cap- 
tives* At that period, though but eight 
years of age, her peribnal charms were fo 
very promiiing and attractive, that they 
induced the emperor to order her to be 
taken forcibly from her mother, and placed 
In his Harem, where, though at fo early 
B b 4 a period 



576 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, &«?, 

a period of life, every means were in vain 
employed to entice her to change her re- 
ligion^ till at length the emperor threatened 
to pulfup every hair of her head by the 
roots if (he defifted any longer ; and ihe then 
found herfelf obliged to fubmit to his incli^ 
nations. 

After remaining fome time in the cha- 
n&cr of a concubine, the emperor married 
her; and from her great beauty, addrefs, 
and fuperior mental accomplifhments, ihe 
foon gained his beft aflfedlions, which flie 
ever after poffeffed. She had, indeed, fo 
much influence over him, that though he 
was naturally of a very ftubborn difpofition, 
fhfe was never known to fail in any favour 
ihe folicited, provided Ihe perfevered in her 
requeft. 

. When I faw her ftie was about thirty 
years of age j in her perfon rather corpulent, 
$nd her face was diftinguifhed by that ex- 
preffive beauty which is almoft peculiar to 
the Italian womon, Her addrefs was pleaf- 
ing, and her behaviour polite and attentive. 
In the Harem, from her accomplifhments 
ii:^ reading and writing well the Arabic 

language, 
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language, fhe was confidercd by the other 
females as a fuperior being. 

From the circum^ance of being taken fo 
young into the Harem, fhe had nearly 
forgotten her native language, and could 
only converfe fluently in Arabic, having 
but a diftant recoUedion of the events 
which firft brought her into her prefent 
fituation. She, however, informed ine that 
we were brother and filler (a common 
phrafe ufed by the Moors to cxprefs the 
affinity which Chriftians bear to each other 
in a religious fenfe) and had difcfernment 
enough to obferve that Ihe was among a 
very uncouth and ignorant people. She add- 
ed, that her mother, whom I had afterwards 
an opportunity of feeing at a Venetian mer- 
chant's houfe at Ma mora, was ftill a 
Chriftian, though flie herfelf was no longer 
fuch, and that fhe hoped I would vifit her 
every time I came .to the HarIem^ 

Her complaint was a fcorbutic afFe<ftion 
<rf the gums, which threatened the lofs 
of fome of her front teeth. This circum- 
ftancc gave her the greatefl uneafinefs, as 
fhe was fearful it might disfigure her other 
features, and by that means caufe an abate- 
ment 
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mcnt in the aiFedion of the emperor. On 
this account fhe was extremely anxious to 
have my advice> though when I was in 
her apartment fhe always experienced the 
ftrongeft apprehenfions left my attendance 
on her fhoald come to the emperor's know- 
ledge, which might be attended with the- 
moft ferious confequences to us both. 

Lalla Zara, owing to her bad ftate 
of health, and the confcquent ruin of her 
perfonal charms, had long been negleded 
by the emperor, who, moft probably, ad- 
mitted of my attendance on her more for 
the fake of exonerating himfelf from her 
conftant importunities to fee me (for it was 
a confiderable time before ihe could gain 
his confent) than from any great anxiety 
on his part for her recovery. With refpeft 
to a pcrfon of fuch a defcription, it was 
perhaps a matter of indifference to the 
emperor by whom {he was ken or known, 
and therefore there was no ground for that 
jealoufy to which the Moors in general arc 
fo notorioufly addided. 

Lalla Douyaw was very differently 

fituated. She was in the bloom of health 

and beauty, with all thofe exterior accom- 

8 plifhmcnts 



A TOTJIt TO MOROCCO, tic. ^79 

pli(hment8 whkh were likely to excite the 
moft ardent paffion ; and indeed the em- 
peror's attachment to her was unexampled. 
Under thefe circum fiances, when we con-^ 
iider with what caution the Moors in gene- 
ral endeavour to prevent any foreign inter- 
courfe with their women, it could not be 
fuppofed that the emperor would relifh the 
idea of an European in particular being^ 
admitted frequently, and almoft alone, Xq 
this firft objeft of his deareft afFedions. 

Lalla Douyaw, however, to prevent 
die poflibility of detc<9ion, enjoined her 
female Haves to be particularly affiduous to 
inform her when there was the fmalleft 
reafon for an alarm ; while, on the other 
handy ihe was continually making prefents 
to the eunuch who attended me, cautioning 
bim at the fame time not to intimate to any 
peribn out of the Harem that I had been 
admitted into her apartment. She io far 
gained an aicendancy over him, that I have 
frequently remained with her for an hour 
*t a time, convcrfing upon European cuf- 
toms; and though fhe knew but little of 
them, yet the fubjed: always feemed to af- 
ford her the highefl pleafure. As foon \% 

ihe 
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flie thought it would be imprudent for me to 
remain any longer, file requefted c£ me to 
go, but with a promife to call upon her the 
mext time I vifited the Harem. Her ap- 
prehenfioh of a difcovery was not confined 
to the chance of an alarm from the emperor, 
or from the perfidy of the eunuch ; it was 
likewife extended . to the jealoufy of the . 
other women in the Harem, who might 
probably rejoice in an opportunity of effed- 
ing her ruin. It was, however, perhaps a 
fortunate circumftance for us both,Vthat by 
moft of them admitting me into their apart- 
ments, it was equally their intereft to be 
filent, fince a difcovery of the one would 
inevitably lead to a detection of the others. 

The fourth wife, who is daughter to an 
EngUfh renegado, and mother to the reign- 
ing emperor, being at Fez at the time when 
I vifited the Harem, I had not an oppor- 
tunity of feeing. 

When I waited on the emperor in con^ 
fequence of my viiit to the Harem, I was 
honoured with quite a private audience; for 
he received me in the court clofe to hi» 
houfe, where no perfon is permitted to be 
prefent while the emperor ^ there, but- a 

few 
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few pages, and the people who immediately 
belong to his carriage. 

The fovereign was in an open four- 
wheeled carriage, hung very low, of a fize 
juft large enough to admit one pcrfon, and 
drawn by the fons ©f four Spanifli renega- 
does. As foon as I was obferved by him, 
his majefty ordered me with my inter- 
preter to approach, and carry him the me- 
dicines, defiring me to tafte them before 
him, to convince him, I imagine, that there 
was nothing in them that was improper. 
He then examined them with great atten- 
tion, and ordered mp to explain to him what 
they were, and in what manner they were 
expefted to ad. When required to give 
my opinion concerning the cafe of my 
patient, I informed his majefty, that the 
fultana*s complaint was of fuch a nature as 
to require a very long courfe of medicines, 
but which I apprehended it would not be 
neceflary to change ; that therefore I pro- 
pofed to attend her for a fortnight, and 
then leave her a Nproper fupply, with fuch 
directions as 'might enable her to take them, 
almoft with the fame advantage as if I was 
prefent, I added, that I had received orders 

from 
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from the governor of Gibraltar to return 
to the garrifon immediately, which if I 
difobeyed I fhould certainly lofe a very good 
employment; and that, as I was convinced 
of the emperw's kind intentions towards 
me, by the promifes which he had made at 
my firft audience, I was perfoaded his ma- 
jefty would not detain me a day longer than 
the period I mentioned. In reply, the 
emperor faid, that he only wifhed me to 
attend the fultana for about ten days, at the 
expiration of which, if the medicines proved 
likely to be ufeful, I fhould then leave her 
a proper fupply, and he would fend me 
home (to ufe his expreflion) upon a fine 
borfe. He then gave orders to his prime 
minifter to pay me ten hard dollars as a 
prefent; and commanded that free admit- 
tance fhould be granted me into the royal 
Harem, whenever I thought it necefTary- 

The Harem, as I before obferved, forms 
a part of the palace or feraglio, without any 
other immediate communication with it 
than a private door, ufed only by the em- 
peror himfelf. 

The apartments, which are all 6n the 
ground floor, arefquare, very lofty, au.d four 

of 
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€)f them enclofe a fpacious fquare court, 
into which they open by means of large 
folding-doors, Thefe, as in other Moorifti 
l^oufes, which in general have no windows, 
ferve the purpofe of admitting light into 
the apartments. In the centre of thefe 
courts, which are floored with hlue and 
white checquered tiling, is a fountain, fup- 
plied by pipes from a large refervoir on the 
outfidc of the palace, which ferves for the 
frequent ablutions recommended by the 
Mahometan religion, as well as for other 
purpofes. 

The whole of the Harem confifts of 
about twelve of thefe fquare courts, com- 
municating with each other by narrow paf- 
fages, which afford a free accefs from one 
part of it to another, and of v/hich all the 
women are allowed to avail thcmfelves. 

The apartments are ornamented exter- 
nally with beautiful carved wood, much 
fuperior to any I have ever fccn in Europe, 
as well for the difficulty of the workman- 
ship, as for the tafte with which it is finifh- 
ed. In the infide mod of the rooms are 
*hung with rich damaflc of various colours ; 
the floors are covered with beautiful carpets, 

and 
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and there are mattrefles difpofed at diiFereni 
diftances for the purpofes of fitting and 
llceping. 

Befides thefe, the apartments are fur- 
niihed at each extremity with an elegant 
European mahogany bedftead, hung with 
damaiky having on it feveral mattreifes 
placed one over the other, which are covered 
with various coloured filks; but thefe beds 
are merely placed there to ornament the 
room. In all the apartments without ex- 
ception the ceiling is wood, carved and 
painted. The principal ornaments in fome, 
were large and valuable looking-glaffes^ 
hung on different parts of the walls: In 
others, clocks and watches of different fizes, 
in glafs cafes, were difpofed in the fame 
manner. In fome of the apartments I 
obferved aprbjeftion from the wall, which 
reached about half way to the ceiling, on 
which were placed feveral mattrefles over , 
each other, and each covered with filks of 
different colours. * Above and below this 
projedticn the wall was hung with pieces 
of fattin, velvet, and damafk, of different 
colours, ornamented on each edge with a 

fcroad 
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broad ftripe of black velvet, which was em- 
broidered in its centre with gold* 

The whole Harem was under the ma- 
nagement of the principal fultana, Lalla 
Batoom: that is in general flle was dif- 
tinguiflied by the title of miftrefs of the 
Harem, without having any particular 
controul over the women. This lady and 
Lalla DouVaw^ the favourite, were in- 
dulged with a whole fquare to themfelves ; 
but Lalla Zara, and all the concubines, 
were only allowed each a fingle room^ ' 

Each female had a feparate daily allow- 
ance from the emperor, proportioned to the 
eftimation in which they were held by him. 
Out of this they were expected to furnifh 
themfelves vvith every article of which they 
might be in want; the Harem is therefore 
to be confidered as a place where fo many 
diftinft lodgers have apartments without 
paying for them, and the principal fultana 
is the miftrefs of the whole. 

The daily allowance which each woman 
received from the emperor for her fubfiftence 
was very trifling indeed. Lalla Douy aw, 
the favourite fultana, had very little more 
than half-a-crown Englifh per diem, and 
C c the 
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the others lefs in proportion. It muft be al- 
lowed, that the emperor made them occa- 
^ fional prefents of money, drefs, and trinkets; 
but this could never be fufficient to fupport 
the number of domeftics and other expences 
they muft incur. Their greateft dependance, 
therefore, was on the prefents they received 
from thofe Europeans and Moors who vi- 
fited the court, and who employed their 
influence in obtaining fome particular favour 
from the emperor. Nor had the monarch 
fufficient delicacy to difcourage this mode 
of negotiation. He well knew that if his 
women had not obtained fupplies by other 
means, they muft have had recourfe to his 
purfe ; and as he had taken too good precau* 
tions to allow any mifchief to arife from this 
cuftom, he was always well pleafed to have 
bufinefs tranfad;ed through that chanrteL 
Ambafladors, confuls, and merchants indeed, 
who were acquainted with the nature of the 
court, perfectly, knew that this was always 
the moft fuccefsful mode that could be 
adopted. As^ an illuftration of this aflertion, 
when I was at Morocco, a Jew, defirous 
of obtaining a very adviantageous favour from 
the emperor, for which he had been a long 

time 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fcfr. 387 

time unfuccefsfuUy foliciting, fent to all the 
principal ladies of the Harem prefents of 
pearls to a very confiderable amount ; the 
confequence was, that they all went in a 
body to the emperor, and immediately ob^ 
tained the wifhed-for conceflion. 

The ladies feparately furnifh their own 
rooms, hire their own domeftics, and, in 
fadt, do what they pleafe in the Harem, 
but are not permitted to go out without an 
cxprefs order from the emperor, who very 
feldom grants them that favour, except; 
when they are to be removed from one 
palace to another. In that cafe a party 
of foldiers is difpatched a little diftance 
before them, to difperfe the male paflengers . 
IB particular, and to prevent the poflibility 
of their being feen. This previous llcp 
being taken, a piece of linen cloth is tied 
round the lower part of the face, and 
afterwards thefe miferable females cover 
themfelves entirely with their haicks, 
and either mount mules, which they ride 
like men, or, what is more ufual, are put 
into a fquare carriage or litter, conftrufted 
for this purpofe, which by its lattice- work 
allows them to fee without being feent In 
C c z this 
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this manner they fct oS under the charge 
of a guard of Uack eunuchs. This journey, 
and fbmetin>es a walk wkhin the bounds 
of the palace, with which they are, how* 
ever, ieldom indulged, is the only exercife 
they are permitted to take. 

The emperor's Harem confiftcd of be- 
tween fixty and a hundred females, befides 
their domeflics and ilaves, which were very 
numerous. The four wives which I have 
already noted are by no means to be confi- 
dered as the firft kt of which the emperor 
was pofleffed, fince fome died, and others 
were repudiated*, fio that it is a difficult 
matter to determine what was the precife 
number of Sidi Mahomet's wives. 

Many of the concubines were Moorifli 
women> who had been prefented to the em- 
peror, as the Moors confider it an honour to 
have their daughters in the Harem; feveral 
were European Ilaves, who had been either 
made captives or purchafed by the emperor, 
and fome were Negroes. 

* The Mahometan law allows a man to divorce his wife> 
provided ihe does not produce him any children^ and he 
returns her the portion whidi wa$ agreed upon when the 
joarnag^ firft took place. 

la 
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In this groupe the Europeans, or theif 
defccndants, had by far the greateft claim to 
the character of handfome* There was one 
in particular, /who was a native of Spain, 
and taken into the Harem at about the 
fame age as Lalla Dou\''aw, who wzs 
indeed a' perfect beauty. Nor was this 
lady quite fingular in that refpeft, for 
many others were almoft equally faand^ 
fome.^ 

The Moorifh women have in general an 
anexpreffive countenance, and a ruftic fim- 
plicity of manners. Their perfons are below 
the middle ftature, of a remarkably fat and 
fquare mak;e, with very large hands and 
feet. Their complexions are either a clear 
brown, or, what is more ufual, of a fallovr 
caft. Their faces are round, and their eyes 
in general black j the nofe and mouth very 
fmall, and th,e latter is ufually accompanied 
with a good fet of teeth. 

Among my patients in the Harem, was 
one of the Moorifh concubines, who with a 
handfome fet of features had united an in- 
tolerable (hare of pride and affectation, the 
effefts of which I experienced in the moft 
difgufting degree, I was delired to adminif-* 
Cc I ter 
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ter to her a remedy for a flight complaint of 
the ftomach, with which (he had been af- 
fedled for a few days. The medicine was to 
be of fo gentle a nature as not to create the 
flighteft degree of pain, or any inconvenience 
whatever. Determined that fliefhould have 
no reafon to complain on that account, I pre- 
pared her a powder, which, had fhe given it 
to a new-born infant, would have proved as 
inofFenfive as to herfelf. 

The lady, however, ftill apprehenfive of 
its bad efFedts, obliged her younger lifter, 
who was likewife a concubine in the Ha- 
rem, to tak^ it by way of trial; and then, 
if it agreed, it was her intention to have had 
another dofe for herfelf. Unfortunately for 
me, the young lady, at the idea of being com- 
pelled to take a medicine of which (he was 
" not in want, foon after fhe had fwallowed it 
became very iick, which fo alarmed herfifter, 
that fhe immediately fent for me, and up- 
braided me in the fevereft languagQ^ for fend- 
ing a medicine which had nearly deflroyed 
the young lady, who had been in the moft 
violent agonies the whole day j adding, that 
had fhe not been poflefTed of a very ftrong 
conftitution, fhe mufl inevitably have pe- 

rifhed. 
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rifhed. She tauntingly obfcrved,that (he had 
formed a better opinion of the Chriftians 
than fhe now found they deferved ; and a{ked 
me imperioufly, whether I was a proper 
perfon to undertake the cure of the fultana ? 
As it was impoffible that I could be pleafed 
with thefe ignorant and unmerited reproaches, 
and as I was well aware that fince I 
had no diredlions to attend any perfon but 
Lalla Zara, it was entirely a matter of 
favour in me to comply at all with her re- 
queft, I embraced the opportunity of at once 
filencing her ill-timed loquacity, and e'flfec- 
tually putting a flop to fimilar impertinence^ 
from any other quarter. I explained to her, 
in the firft place, that fo far from the medi- 
cines having the tendency of which fhe ac- 
cufed them, that they in reality were of 
much too mild a nature for a perfon of her 
conftitution. I added, that fince fhe enter- 
tained fuch fufpicions of them from the firft, 
how could fhe be fo deflitute of afFedlion and 
feeling as to compel her fifler to take what 
fhe would not venture upon herfelf, without 
regard to the difference of her age, or to the • 
ilate of the health ? That her ungrateful be- 
haviour would operate as a difcouragement 
C c 4 to 



Sfi A TOUR TO MOROCCO, fcfr. 

to mc, and would perhaps prevent my af^ 
fording affiftance to many of the other ladiesj^ 
whofc complaints might require much more 
attentiion than hers did; and that in futur^ 
ftc could not expedt to receive from me, if 
it fhould even be neceffary, the fmalleft af- 
fiftance^- She now began to relent, and ac- 
knowledged (he had been rather too warm,^ 
adding many apologies, and concluded with 
wilhing me a happy return to ray country 
«ind friends. 

I could adduce many other anecdotes to. 
yiuftrate the ignor^tnce and pride of thefe 
unfortunate women ; hut this I think will 
be fufficiently convincing to anfwer the pur- 
pofe. It may not be improper to add, that 
this Kttle altercation proved afterwards of 
great fervice to me in the Harejv^, by con- 
vincing the ignorant part of it that I paid 
very little attention to their caprice. 

Qbferving that the eunuchs kept a^very 
clpfe a^nd watchful eye oyer me when I 
vifited ihe Harem, I always took care that 
my^ depOf tment in their prefenc? ftiould be 
fuch as to give them no reafon for any com- 
plaint againfl; me. When in the apartment? 
pf my patients! fometim^s fo farfprgpt my-! 
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felf, as to enter into a pretty long converfa-* 
tioni but I found that the eunuch was al- 
ways difpofed to interrupt our entertainment 
by hinting that I had already ftaid too long, 
and muft therefore depart. With Lalla, 
DouYA\v(^, however^ they feemed to have 
lefs influence ; and though fhe thought it 
pYudent to niake them occafional prefents, 
yet fhe never would fujfFer me to leave the 
room till by her own requefl:. 

In one of my vifits, I obferved a proceC- 
fion, which upon enquiry I found was in- 
tended as an invocation to God and Maho- 
met for rain, of which there had been a 
fcarcity for feveral preceding months. The 
proceflion was commenced by the yoiingeft 
children in the H^rem, who were barely 
able to walk, two abreaft, and thcfe were 
followed by the next in age, till at length 
9 great part of the women fell into the 
groupe, making altogether upwards of a 
hundred perfons. They carried on their 
heads their prayers written on paper, paftcd 
pn a fquare board, and proceeded through 
Jill the courts finging hymns, the purport 
of which was adapted to the folemn occa^ 
(lopt I was informed tl)at they had con^ 

tinued 
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tinued this ceremony every day during the 
whole of the dry weather, and were to re- 
peat it till their prayers were attended with 
fuccefs- 

Though the emperor occafionally came 
into the Harem, yet it was more ufual for 
him to give notice to thofe ladies whofe 
jcompany he wifhed, to attend in his apart- 
ment I when they made a point of fetting 
off their charms to the beft advantage. 
When in his prefence, they paid him every 
attention which a common flave would 
ihcw to his mailer, and never ventured to 
offer their opinion, except by his approba- 
tion. — rBut to return to the Moorifli ladies. 

From the idea which is fo prevalent with 
this people, that corpulency is the moft in- 
fallible mark of beauty^ the women ufe a 
grain which they nameELLHOUBA, for the 
purpofe of acquiring that degree of pcr- 
fonal excellence at which they afpire :. this 
they powder, and eat with their cuscosoo. 
They likewife take, with the fame intention, 
large quantities of pafte, heated by the fteam 
of boiling water, which they fwallow in the 
form of bolufes. It is certainly true> that 
the number of corpulent women in this 
3 country 
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Country is very confiderable, but it is pro- 
bable that this circumftance arifes as much 
from their very confined and inactive mode 
of life, as from any of the particular means 
which they employ to produce that effc6i. 

The drefs of the ladies confifts of a fliirt, 
with remarkably full and loofe fleeves, hang- 
ing almoft to the ground, the neck and 
breaft of which are left open, and their 
edges are neatly embroidered with gold. 
They wear linen drawers, and over the 
fhirt a caftan, which is a drei^ fomething 
fimilar in form to a loofe great coat without 
fleeves, hanging nearly to the feet, and is 
made either of filk and cotton or gold tiffue. 
A fafli of fine linen or cotton folded is tied 
gracefully rpund the waift, and its extremi- 
ties fall below the knees. To this fa(h two 
broad ftraps are annexed, and paffing under 
each arm over the {houlders form a crofs on 
tac breaft, and to that part of it which pafles 
between the breaft and ftioulder of each arm 
Is fixed a gold tortoife, carelefsly fufpending 
in front a gold chain. Over the whole drefs 
is extended a broad filk band of the Fez 
manufadlure, which furrounds the waift, and 
compleats the drefs, except when they go 

abroad. 
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abroad, and then they inveft themfelves in a 
carelefs manner with the haick. 

The hair is plaited from the front of the 
head backwards in different folds, which 
hang loofe behind, and at the bottom are all 
fixed together with twifted filk. Over their 
heads they wear a long piece of filk about 
half a yard wide, which they tie clofe to the 
head, and fuffer the long ends, which are 
edged with twifted filk, to hang behind in an 
cafy manner nearly to the ground. The re- 
mainder of the head-drefs is compleated by 
a common filk handkerchief, which fur- 
rounds the head like a woman's clofe cap, 
differing from it only by being fixed in .a full 
bow behind inftead of in front. At the up- 
per part of each ear hangs a fmall gold r;ng, 
half open, which haa at one end a clufter of 
precious ftones, fufficient nearly to fill up the 
vacancy occafioned by the opening of the 
, ring. At the tip, or lower part of the ear, is 
likewife fufpended a broad and folid gold 
ring, which is fo large that it reaches as low 
as the neck, and which, as well as the other, 
has a clufter of precious ftones, in propor-^ 
tion to the fize of the ring. The ladies 
'V^rear on xhm fin|;ers fevcr?tl fmall gold rings^ 

fct 
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jfet with diamonds or other precious ftones^ 
and on the wrifts broad and iblid gold brace- 
lets, fometimes alfo fet with precious ftones* 
Their necks are ornamented with a great 
variety of bead and pearl necklaces. Below 
thefe a gold chain furrounds the neck, and 
fufpends in front a gold ornament. 

Like the men, the Moorifli women wear 
no ftockings, but ufe red flippers, curioufly 
embroidered with gold, which they take off 
when they enter their rooms. Immediately 
above the ankle each leg is furrounded with 
a large folid gold ring, which is narrow ia 
front, but very-broad behind. 

The ladies paint their cheeks of a deep 
red, and ftain their eye-lids and eye-brows 
with a black powder, which I apprehend to 
be antimony. It is a branch of artificial 
beauty in this country, to produce a long 
black mark on the forehead, another on the 
tip of the nofe, and feveral others on each 
cheek. The chin is ftained of a deep red,r 
and thehce down to the throat runs a long 
black ftripe. The infide of the hands, and 
the nails, are ftained of a deep red, fo deep 
indeed that in moft lights it borders on black ; 
and the back of the hands have feveral 
6 fancy 
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fancy marks of the fame colour. The feet 
are painted in a fimilar manner with the 
hands. 

I feldom obferved in the Harem the 
women at any employment but that of form- 
ing themfelves into diiierent circles for the 
purpofe of converfation, fometimes in the 
open courts, at others in the different apart- 
ments. As they are not permitted to enter 
the mofques, they pray at the appointed 
times in their own chambers. The Moors, 
indeed, entertain the prejudice which is 
commonly attributed to the MuiTulmen in 
general, that the female fex are altogether an 
inferior fpecies of animals, merely formed to 
be ilavejs to the pleafures of men, whofe fal- 
vation iis confequently not of fo much im- 
portance; and with this fentiment the con-* 
du6l of the men towards them in every in* 
ftance correfponds. The Moors likewife 
aflign other reafons for not permitting their 
females to enter their places of worfhip : 
they affert, that it would be not only con- 
trary to the cuftom which prevails in the 
country, of not allowing the fexes to meet 
together in any particular fpot, but it might 
alfo, by creating loofe and improper idea^, 

draw 
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draw off the attention from their de^ 
votion. 

The women have their t albas as well 
as the men their talbs. Thefe perfons, 
who are either wives or concubines, juft as 
it happens, and whofe principal qualifica- 
tions appear to be reading and writing, teach 
the younger part of the Harem to repeat 
their prayers, and the older females they 
inftrudt in the laws and principles of their 
religion. 

All the emperor's daughters, and the 
children of his concubines, as foon as they 
were of a proper age, were fent to Tafi-' 
let, where they finifhed their education, 
and by intermarrying with the defcendants 
of his anceftors, they ferved to people that 
^extraordinary city— extraordinary on tMs 
account, that the inhabitants of it are all 
Sh ARiFS, or the fuppofed lineal defcendants 
of Mahomet, and are moft of them collate-^ 
rally or otherwife related to the prefent royal 
family of Morocco. Muley Ishmael, 
who, as I before obferved, was grandfather 
to the late emperor, had three hundred chiU 
dre;^ at Tafilet, and their defcendants are 

now 
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now fuppofed to amount to nine thoufendi 
who all live in the fame place. 

The fbns of the emperor's wives are con- 
fidered as princes, who have each an equal 
claim to the empire, and as fuch are always 
rcfpefted. If they have not difobliged their, 
father, they are generally appointed to the 
government of fome of the provinces, where, 
in the capacity of Bashaws, their prin-* 
cipal objeft is the accumulation of riches. 

The reader will have obferved, that I rc- 
ierved my obfervations on the female part of 
Ibciety in this country, till I had given fuch 
*a general account of the Harem as might 
ferve for a proper introduction to that part of 
my fubjeft. By this arrangement I have 
relieved myfelf from the tedioufnefs of re- 
petition, and my readers from that obfcurity 
which naturally enfues when information is 
imparted in a disjointed ftate. A few ob- 
fervations will ferve to compleat the defcrip- 
tion. 

The Moorifh women may be divided into 
two clafles 5 the black or negro women, and 
the white. 

The firft are either flaves, or have been 
fo formerly; and from their fervices, or 

through 
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through the favour of their proprietors, have 
obtained their freedom. Thefe women have 
all the charadters, both with refped: to dif- 
pofition, features, and complexion, peculiar 
to the country from which they are brought. 
' Many of them are in the fituation of concu- 
bines, and others in thatofdomeftics. Their 
male children are all brought up to ferve in 
the army of the emperor. — To this clals may 
be added the mulattocs, both male and fe- 
male, which are the produdion of a Moor 
and a Negro woman, and are confequently 
very numerous in this empire ; but as they 
differ but little in charadter from the Ne- 
groes, and are only diftinguiflied from them 
by being indulged with their freedom, I 
ihall pafs them over without any further 
obfervations. 

Thofe of the female fex who maybe pro- 
perly confidered as natives of the country, 
arc of a white, or rather a fallow com- 
plexion. From the very limited Iphere in 
which they are allowed to ad, and the con- 
tempt in which they are held as members of 
fociety, their charaders admit of very little 
of that variety which diftinguifties the Eu- 
ropean women. Happy, perhaps, it is for 

D d them. 
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them, that the fun of knowledge has never 
beamed upon their gloomy prifons, lince it 
could only ferve to enlighten them to ia fenfe 
of their own mifery,' difgrace, and fervitude! 
Happy is that accommodating power, which 
providence has vouchfafed to human-kind, 
which adapts them to their feveral fitua- 
tions ! and happy it is that the information 
of mankind is generally fuch as fuits the 
fphere in which they are deftined to a6t! 

Educated with no other view than for 
the fenfual purpofes of their mafter, or huf- 
band, the chief obje<ft of the female fex of 
this country is to adminifter to his plea- 
fure, and by the moft abjed fubmiflion to 
alleviate the rigours of that fervitude to 
which . they are doomed. When in the 
prefence of their defpot, both wives and 
concubines are obliged to manifeft the feme 
refpedt as his common flaves; and though 
all are net confined clofcly to their houfes, 
as is cuftomary in the emperor's Harem, 
yet when they do go out they are obliged 
to be extremely circumipedt in concealing 
their faces, and cautious in every part of 
their demeanour. Women of diftinftion, 
however, are very feldom allowed to go 
2 abroad;, 
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abroad, it is only thofe of the loweft clafs 
which are ufually feen in the flreets, and 
even thefe are fo diiguifed ahd wrapped up 
in their haicks, that they appear more like 
a bale of cloth put in motion, than a hu- 
man form* 

If they happen to meet an European 
in the country, at a time when no Moor 
is in fight, they feldom mifs the oppor-^ 
tunity of difplaying their features, by 
throwing the haick on one fide, and even 
to laugh and converfe with him, though 
always with the utmoft rifk, as the eye of 
jealoufy, it is well known, never (lumbers. 

If an European or a Jew fhould be 
caught in a clandeftine connexion with a 
Moorifli woman, he is obliged to become a 
convert to the Mahometan faith, or his 
life would be forfeit; and the woman, 
I was informed, is puniflied either by burn-^ 
ing or drowning, though I cannot fay I 
ever knew an inftance qf that dreadful fen- 
tence being put in execution, A man, 
indeed, muft have uncommon addrefs, and 
no fmall fhare of caution, to carry on an 
jntrigue of that kind, though on the part of 
the women of this country he will feldom 
want for encourageme lit. 

D d 2 It 
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It muft, however, be allowed, that the 
means which the Moors employ for the 
prevention of intrigues, very often tend to 
the encouragement of them. By dreiEng 
themfelves in the female habit, men may 
very eafily pafs the ftreets unobferved, as 
they may reft aflured they will not be ad- 
deefled or even looked at by the Moors ; 
and if they contrive to call at the houfe 
when the mafter is from home, they need 
be under "no apprehenfions of being de- 
tected when he returns. If he fees a ftrange 
woman's flippers at the door of his Ha-» 
REM, he concludes it is a female neighbour, 
and never approaches the rbom till the flip- 
pers are removed. 

The drefs of the opulent females among 
the Moors is fimilar to that of the em- 
peror's . ladies, differing only in the value 
of the materials. Thofe of the inferior 
clafs wear linen drawers, and over them a 
coarfe woollen frock, tied round the waift 
with a band. They plait the hair in two 
folds, from the upper part of the head all 
the w^y down beliind, wearing over it a 
common handkerchief tied clofe to the 
head, and whfin they go out they wear the 

KAICK. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Duplicity of the Emperor. — Plan of the Au- 
thor to effeSl his Emancipation — unfuccefs-- 
fuL — Application through another Channel. 
'-^Curious Prefent from the Emperor. — 
Striking Injiance of Tyranny. — Perfonal 
Application to the Emperor. — Traits of 
Defpotifm. — The Emperor s Difpatches ob^ 
tained. — Commijjions from the Ladies in the 
Harem. — Anecdotes of an Englijh Mu-^ 
Jatto. — journey to Buluane — Defcrip^ 
tion of that Fortrefs, — Singular Mode of 
pajjing the River. — ^Arrival at Sallec 
— at TA^QlBK.'^^Pre/ent from the Em^ 

peror.-^Heturn to Gibraltar^ 

♦ 

TEN days having elapfed fince my 
firft attendance on Lalla Zara, 
the epfiperor defired my patient to acquaint 
hio^ what eifedt the medicines had pro- 
duced ; and being informed that fhe wa^ 
apparently in a ftate of recovery, he fent 
into the Harem a doubloon piece, wrapped 
D d 3 upt 
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up in one corner of a iilk handkerchief, 
and ordered the lady to prefent me with it 
as a compUmcrit for thfe fervice I had already 
rendered her, acconjpanied with fpkndid 
promifes, if I fucceeded in reftoring her to 
perfedt health. 

Little refledtion was requifite to convince 
me, that thefe manoeuvres had an aim and 
tendency very different from that of ful- 
filling the emperor's engagements relative 
to my return* It required, therefore, ibme 
confideration to determine, whether it would 
be moft prudent to continme my attendance, 
or exert myfelf immediately with redoubled 
vigour to accomplifh my emancipation. 
The latter mode of conduct I refolved upon, 
for the following reafbns. 

In the firft place, I had been abfent from 
the garrifon much longer than was originally 
intended by government ; it was, therefore, 
imppflible to fay how far the protraction 
pf my refidence in Morocco might inter- 
fere with the arrangements of my fuperiors, 
or affed the fervice, Secondly, every Eu- 
ropean with whom I converfed, or corre^ 
fponded, adviftd me by all means to em* 
prace the iJ^ft opportunity of returning} 
• J- fiocc, 
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fince, though my patient was for the pre- 
fent in a recovering ftate, yet, from the 
caprice and ignorance of the Moors, there 
was fome reafon to apprehend that fhe 
might tire of her medicines ; and confider- 
ing the matter in the moft favourable point 
of view, fuppofing fhe could be relieved 
entirely from her complaint, it was not 
improbable that the women, who had been 
the original occafion of her illnefs, upon 
obferving her recovery, might, with the 
fame diabolical malignity which induced 
them to adminiftcr the firft dofe of poi- 
fon, be inclined to avail themfelves of my 
attendance, and injure her conftitution a 
fccond time ; while all the ill confequeQces 
would infallibly be attributed to my treat-- 
ment. The age and infirmities of the em- 
peror alfo rendering my fituation very pre- 
carious, determined me to employ the ear- 
liefl opportunity in eflfefting my efcape; 
and the following was the plan which ap- 
peared to promife the mofl probable fucr 
cefs. 

I told my patient that I had brought 
with me very little more medicine than 
was fufiicient for the cure of 'Mule vA/- 

Dd4 . $ULEM/ 
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suLEM ; and that thofe which I had ad- 
miniftcrcd to her were the few which had 
not been ufed \ that as they muft neceflarily 
ibon be exhaufted^ and as my attendance on 
her without medicines could anfwer no 
purpofe whatever, I would recommend her, 
for her own fake, to advife the emperor to 
fend me to Gibraltar for a frefh fupply. 
"Ah I'* exclaimed the lady, ** there is no 
** occafion for your going, the emperor can 
•• write Xo the conful fot them/' For a 
reply of this kind I was not wholly unpre- 
pared ; and as 1 had found it necefiary to ad: 
a part on. this occafion, I determined to go 
through with it, and reludantly to play the 
empiric, by informing my patient that the 
compofition of thefe. medicines was known 
to no perfon but myfelf ; and therefore to 
write for them would be totally ufelefs, 
This ftatement appeared unanfwerable, and 
my plan was fo far crowned with fuccefs. 
An application, on my account, was im- 
mediately made to the emperor by all the 
principal women, whom Lalla Zara 
had engaged in her fervicQ for that pur- 
^e. 

The epiperor, however, w;hofc difcem* 
^ ment 
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ment had been excellent in his youth, and 
whofe intelledk was at intervals as vigorous 
as ever, was not to be impofed on. He 
promifed the women more than he ever 
intended to perform, and ten days more 
elapfed, .when I found myfelf as near re- 
turning as on my firft arrival at Morocco* 

Thus baffled in my attempt, though my 
indefatigable female agents repeated their 
application not feldpmer than twice every 
day, I applied to a German renegado, who 
fpoke the Englifli language, and who, from 
his fituation at court, had frequent oppor-p 
tunities of ieeing the emperor privately, and 
intreated of him to procure me a licence to 
depart. But all that he was able to obtain 
in my favour, was a renewal of the lame 
fair promifes which had been fo frequently 
made, and made with the fame linearity. 
I muft not omit, however, to relate, that 
in a few liays after this application, I re- 
ceived from the emperor a prefent of two 
horfes, accompanied with a pofitive aflu- 
rancie of being difpatched inunediately 
home. 

One of the horfes was young, but was in 
fo wretched and emaciated a ftate, that he 

. . appeared 
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appeared better calculated to afford food 
for the canine race^ than to prove of any 
utility to a traveller. The other, it muft 
be confeiTed, was not in fo iUrved and 
miferable a condition, but then he was 
completely fuperannuated, and coniequently 
quite as ufelefs as his companion. He had 
been prefented to the emperor in the morn- 
ing by a poor man, who, for fome trifling 
difgrace which he had incurred, had brought 
this horfe as an atonement ; the man, how-* 
ever, was committed to prifon, and in the 
afternoon the horfe was prefented to me* 

Before I could get thefe unparalleled 
courfers out of the walls of the palace, I 
was flopped by the porters of four g^tcs, 
who each demanded a hard dollar as a per* 
quiiite annexed to their places. On my 
arrival at home, -two deputy matters of 
horfe alfo came to my apartment for a pre- 
Jfent for themfelves, and for their chief; fo 
that the reader may eafily judge how far 
I was a gainer ^y the emperor's munifir 
cence! 

^ After this circumflance, feveral days hav- 
ing elapfed without any profpe<3: of accom*^ 
pUihing my wifhes, I was advifed by a© 

Europeapi 
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European, who had come from Moqodorb 
to Morocco upon bufinefs^ as the fureft 
means of fucceeding, to feia^e the firft op- 
portunity that ofiered of the emperor's 
appearing in public, which he ieldom did fo 
as to be feen by ftrangers, and, trufting 
aio longer to other agents, at once afk his 
majefty for my difpatcbes. Fortunately, 
as I thought^ the emperor afforded me 
an opportunity of feeing him the follow- 
ing day; and, though the foldiers would 
not allow me to approach him fo near as 
to enable me to fpeak to him, yet I took 
care to place myfelf in a confpicuous iitua«- 
ation; but after continuing about half an 
hour, he retired without taking the leafl: 
notice of me, or even appearing to obferve 
me* 

The emperor, upon this occafion, was 
in one of his open - courts on horfeback, 
with a large umbrella fufpended over his 
head by a foldier of the negro infantry, 
who was Handing in front of the horfe; 
while two other attendants were on each 
fide, and with pieces of filk fixed to a cane, 
fvere, by an eafy but conftant motion, guard- 
ing off the flies from the emperor's face. 

The 
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The minifters of ftate were placed in front, 
and behind them were about a hundred 
foot foldiers in different divifions, forming 
altogether a kind of crefcent. Some of 
thefe troops were armed with mufquets, 
which they held in a ftifF manner clofe to 
^ their bodies, with the muzzles pointed per- 
pendicularly, while others had no weapon 
of defence but thick clubs. 

The fovereign being at this moment in 
a good humour, was converfing with his 
minifters; and, as my interpreter informed 
me, he was boafting to them of the mighty 
a<9:ions which the Moors had performed 
againft the Chriftians ; remarking, that his 
predeceflbrs had deprived them of nearly all 
the places they had formerly poflbiied in 
Barbary, and that he had the fatisfadtion of 
having taken Mazagan from the Portu- 
gueze. The minifters entered very little 
fiirther into the converfation than to repeat 
at the conclufion of each fentence. All a 
coRMus SiDi! in Engliih, May God pre- 
ferve the king ! which was communicated 
to the neareft party of foldiers, and fron\ 
thofe to the next, till they made the palaci" 
echo with their voices. 

§ My 
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My ill fuccefs upon this occafion did not 
deter me from making an experiment 
upon another favourable opportunity which 
oilered^ after the lapfe of a few days. I 
then had influence enough with the fol- 
diers to allow me to approach fo very near 
the emperor's perfon, as rendered it utterly 
impoflible for him to avoid ob ferving me, 
though not fufficiently clofe to enable me 
to ipeak to him. A meflenger [was confe- 
quently difpatched by the fovereign to 
know (ufing his own expreflion) what the 
Chriftian wanted. I returned for anfwer, 
that I came to thank his majefly for the 
honour he had conferred on me, by pre- 
fenting me with the two horfes, at the fame 
time to remind hini of his royal promife to 
fend me immediately home. In confe- 
quence of his attention on firft feeing me, 
I expeded every moment to be ordered 
into his immediate prefence, but in that 
refpeft I was difappointed; for, after con- 
verfing near half an hour with his minifters, 
he retired, and left me in the fame ftate of 
^fpenfe which I had a few days before 
experienced. The emperor was on horfe- 
back, and was endeavouring to explain to 

his 
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his auditors the beauties of various parts of 
the Koran, and laid a particular ftrefs on 
thofe paffages which teach the followers of 
Mahonaiet to deteft the Chriftians. 

Such repeated difappointments, after hav- 
ing exerted myfelf to the utmoft in eveiy 
mode I could devife, it muft be allowed 
were fufficient to induce me to conlider my 
iituation as defperate; and I felt myfelf 
totally at a lofs what further fteps could be 
adopted in this very critical fituation. The 
uneafinefs I experienced at this moment 
was happily not of long continuance, for 
the day following th« German renegado 
brought me the emperor's letter of difpatch, 
confifting merely of a few lines addreffed 
to the governor of Tangier, ordering him 
to permit me to embark, with my two 
horfes, for Gibraltar. 

The reader will too eafily anticipate the 
extreme pleafure I felt at the idea of Ihortly 
leaving a .country where I had experienced 
fuch a continued feries of ingratitude, difap- 
pointment, and uneafinefs, to render it at 
all neceffary for me to enlarge upon that 
topic. It will be fufficient to fay, that I 
loft no time in making: the neceffary prepa* 

rations 
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rations for the journey, and in availing 
myfclfof the earlieft opportunity to take 
my leave of the ladies in the Harem, mdl 
carefully avoiding to communicate to them: 
the contents of the emperor's letter. Had 
they known, indeed, that I was not to re- 
turn, it is probable they would have em- 
ployed the fame influence for my detention^ 
which they had before exerted in favour of 
my liberation^ and moft likely with greater 
fuccefs. 

It is humiliating and unpleafant in the 
higheft degree to ftoop to deception upon 
any occafion ; to be obliged, therefore, in 
juftice to myfelf, and for my own perfonal 
fafety, to carry on a lyftematical plan of du- 
plicity, was not the leaft of the hardfhips to 
which I was compelled to fubmit in this 
country. I could not, however, now re- 
treat ; and, as I knew that Gibraltar fiir- 
nifhed many articles which were not to be 
procured in Barbary, I made an offer of my 
fervices to the ladies ; and received the fol- 
lowing commiflions, for the faithful execu- 
"^lon of which, on my return from Gibraltar, 
1 Vv'^as obliged to pledge myfelf^ 

For 
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ForLALLA Batoom, the Queen of th« 
HarIsm, a fetof elegant, but very fmall cups 
and faucers. 

For Lalla Douyaw, the emperor's 
favourite wife, a neat mahogany tea-board, 
with four (hort feet, to have two drawers, 
and to be elegantly ornamented with 
glailes^ a fet of very fmall Indian cups and 
faucers ; a fet of different kinds of perfumed 
waters. 

For Lalla ZarA, my patient, nine 
yards of yellow, the fame of crimfon, and the 
lame of cochineal coloured damaiks; the 
fame quantities and colours in fattins ; one 
dozen of Indian cups and faucers ; one hun- 
dred large red beads ; one cheft of tea and 
fugar ; a large quantity of coffee and nut- 
megs. 

For one of the concubines, a large por- 
tion of differjent coloured fattins and filks; 
a variety of handfome pearls -, a fet of Indian 
cups and faucers; two fmall mahogany boxes 
for cloaths ; two japanned tea-boards, the 
one to be white and the othqr yellow. 

For another concubine, fome perfumed 
waters ; a mahogany bedilead aiid pofls ; a 
green Dutch box^ 

For 
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For Lalla Talba, aprieftefs, a hand- 
fome prefent, which fhe leaves to my tafte 
and choice. 

For the daughter of Muley Hasem, a 
mahogany cheft with two drawers. ; a flalk of 
lavender water. 

For Lalla Zara's nurfe, twelve large 
red beads. 

For two of the eunuchs, each a filver 
watch. 

Thefe commiflions may perhaps appear 
too trifling to deferve infertion ; but I have 
brought them forward to the reader only 
becaufe thefe little circumftances frequently 
difplay the peculiar tafte, the manners, the 
genius of a country, much better than thofe 
weighty and important tranfadtions in which 
the paflions common to human nature muft 
be interefted, and in whiclj, of confequence, 
all people in fimilar circumftances muft adt 
and feel alike. 

It would have required no trifling fum of 
money to purchafe all thefe articles; and 
even when that obftacle was removed, there 
would arife one ftill greater from the .diffi- 
culty of tranfportation in this country. As 
Morocco is an inland city, I was entirely 
E e precluded 
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precluded from the fafeft and cafieft of 
carriages ; and by land, many of the articles 
were fo cumberfome and weighty, that in the 

, bad roads it would have been impra<a:icable 
to employ mules. I fhould therefore have 
been reduced to the neceffity of hiring 
camels, the expence of which, joined to that 
of the commiflioHS, would confequently have 
been enormous. 

Having fupplied Lall a Zara with the 
few medicines which remained, and taken 
my final leave of the Harem, my next ob- 
jed: was to find out a new interpreter, fince 
the perfon whom I had procured at Mogo- 
DORE, had it not in his power to accompany 
me to Tangier. In his place I fixed upon 
a mulatto, who was born a Chriftian in one 
of the Englifli Weft India Iflands, and upon 
coming to Mo go do re as a feaman in an 
Englilh veflel, was immediately, on account 
of bis complexion, claimed by the Moors as 
a countryman. They committed him im- 
mediately to prifon, and, by the influence of 
hard ufage, at length compelled him to be- 

' come a convert to their religion* This man, 
who is between fixty and feventy years of 
age, has been in die country about feven 

years. 
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Jredrs, and was occafionally employed in tke 
public works by the late en^peror. He can 
fpeak the Bnglifh, French, Spanifli, Italian^ 
and Arabic languages, but the Englifh is 
moft familiar to him* 

The horfe prefented to me by Muley 
Absulem I mounted myfelf, and made my 
Interpreter ride thofe of the emperor alter- 
nately, that I might give them every poffible 
chance of reaching Tangier alive> ill cafe 
I could not difpofe of them on the road. 
Thefe, with three horfe foldiers allowed by 
the emperor, two miiles for my baggage, and 
a muleteer to take charge of them, formed 
the whole of my fuite on the journey. 

We departed from Morocco on the r2th 
of February 1790, and in three days arrived 
at thecaftle of Buluane, which is a journey 
of about eighty miles, confifting of an unin- 
terrupted feries of wild uncultivated heath. 
This c^aftle was the firft piece of architec- 
ture which offered itfelf to our view lince 
we left Morocco ; the country being very 
thinly inhabited by only a few Arabs> wha 
live in tents^ In thefe douhars or en- 
tampments I endeavoured^ on the fcore of 
fafcty, nightly to pitch my tent* 

E c 2 The 
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The caftle is fituated on the fummit of a 
very high and rugged hill, forming on its 
Northern fide a ftcep precipice, at the bot- 
tom of which runs a deep and rapid river, 
named the Morbeya, which I had previ- 
oufly paffed at its termination in the ocean 
at AzAMORE. As a piece of architedture 
this caftle has no recommendation but the 
ftrength of its walls : it is inhabited by fome 
Negroes who were banifhed to this place, 
at the time when Sidi Mahomet thought 
proper to difband a confiderable portion of 
his black troops ; intending, by that means, 
to prevent their raifing a mutiny or rebellion 
in the country, to which, as I have inti- 
mated, they are always inclined. To dif- 
pofe of them in this manner, therefore, 
was found policy, as, though they were out 
of the way of mifchief for the prefent, they 
might eafily be embodied upon any preffing 
emergency. 

The eminent fituation of this fortrefs, 
the fteep and rugged precipice, the depth 
and rapidity of the river below, with the 
wildnefs of the neighbouring country, fill 
the mind with a mixture of admiration and 
fublime horrort But what attracted my at- 
• * tentioa 
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tentioii more than any other circumfliance, 
was the mode in which they pafs this dan=^ 
gerous river. At Azamore, Sallee, 
, Mamor A, L ar ACHE, &c. whcre the riversf 
are too deep to be forded, the traveller is 
ferried over ; and yet at this part, though at 
no very great diftance from any of the above 
places, the people are totally ignorant what 
kind of a machine a boat is* What is ftill 
more remarkable, the firft people of the 
country, who are obliged to pafs this river 
in their way from Morocco to all the Nor- 
thern provinces, and who are as well ac- 
quainted with the ufe of boats as the Euro- 
peans, are content to fubmit to the crazy 
fubftitute which they^ find here, rather than 
impart to the inhabitants pf the caftie this 
eafy piece of information. 

The mode in which thcfe people crofs 
the river, ferved to remind me of a puerile 
amufement, in which moft boys at one pe- 
riod or other have taken delight. A raft is 
formed of eight fheep (kins, filled with air, 
and tied together with fmall cords ; a few 
flender poles are laid over them, to which 
they are fattened, and this is the only means 
V E e 3 ufe4 
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ufcdat BuLUANE tooondudl traveller? with 
their baggage over the river. 

As foon as the raft is loaded, in other' 
words, as foon as it is charged with as much 
weight as it will bear without finking^ ^ 
man ilrjps, jumps into the water, and fwima 
with one hand, while he pulls the raft aftep 
him with the other ; and in the mean time a 
fecond places himfelf behind, pufhing and 
fwimming in a fimilar manner. The c\ir- 
rent at fiirft carries the apparatus a con fider-r 
^ble way down the river, but by the activity 
of the fwiinmers it is fpeedily extricated, 
and its contents as quickly landed. The 
horfes, mules, &c. having every article re-? 
moved from their backs, are driven in a body 
to the water fide, where the Moors imme- 
diately get behind them, and by the yio-s 
lence of their fhputs fo completely terrify 
the animals, that one or two of them fpee- 
dily take to flight, and fet the example, by 
fwimming, to thp reft, when they immedi-? 
^tely follow. 

Four days after leaving this river, we ar-r 

rived at Sallee, which is about a hundred 

and ten miles from Buluan e^ and one h^n- 

X dred 
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dred and ninety from Morocco, without 
the occurrence of a circumllance worth re- 
lating; the country proving a continuance 
of the fame uncultivated heath as far as 
Mensooria, which has been defcribed in a 
former part of this Toun 

Sall£E being the firft town I had feen 
fince my departure from Morocco, which 
was feven days, I was happy to avail myfelf 
of my former introduction to the French 
conful, and remain with him a couple of 
nights. After this agreeable relaxation, I 
departed for Tangier, where I arrived on 
the 26th of February. 

As it was evident that the horfes which 
had been prefented to me by the emperor, 
were not worth the expence of exportation, 
and indeed feemed fcarcely able to encounter 
the journey, I took every opportunity, that 
offered on the road to difpofe of them, but 
liiy efforts were not attended with fuccefs ; 
and by the time I arrived at Mamora, they 
were fo completely tired, that they would 
certainly have died had I ufed them another 
day. I therefore found it neceflary to leave 
them in the care of a Venetian gentleman 
who refided at Mamora, with a requeft to 
E e 4 difpofe 
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difpofc of them in the beft manner he could ; 
and, as I did not like to lofe the advantage 
of the order for embarkation, which is al- 
ways to be confidered as very valuable, fince 
BO horfes are exported but by an exprefs 
order of the emperor, under his fign manual, 
I requefted this gentleman to purchafe for 
me two of the beft that were to be procured 
in the province, and to fend them after me to 
Tangier 3 but they unfortunately did not 
arrive in time. 

In about a fortnight after my arrival at 
Tangier, an order came down from the 
emperor, defiring the governor to purchafe, 
at the expence of his royal treafury, two 
oxen, ten flieep, ten milch goats with their 
kids, a hundred fowls, and a larg^e propor- 
tion of fruit and vegetables of every defcrip* 
tion. Thefe articles were to be prefented 
to me a,s from the emperor, in return for 
my attendance on Lalla Zara; and I 
was to be allowed perpiiffion to embark 
them free of all duty, for Gibraltar. The 
fame order brought likewife a requeft 
from the emperor, that I would engage 
to fend my patient a frefh fupply of me- 
ijicines. 

On 
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On the 27th of March I arrived at Gib- 
raltar. It would be trifling with my reader 
to defcribe my feelings on the firft view of a 
ipot, protefted by Englifh laws, and deco- 
rated by Englifh manners. My fenfations, 
indeed, may be more eafily conceived than 
they can be exprefled. Let it fuffice to lay, 
that no wretch, efcaped from the gloomy 
horrors of a dungeon, could experience 
more lively pleafure on firft contemplating 
the light of day, than I felt on the firft view 
of an Englifh garrifon. 

As the communication between the gar- 
rifon and Barbary was not open at the time 
of my arrival, the prefent of the emperor 
proved more valuable than I at firft con- ' 
ceived it. It is obvious, however, that its 
amount, and indeed the totaPbf all which I 
received during my refidence in the country, 
could fcarcely be more than adequate to my 
cxpences; muchlefs could it be confideredas 
a compenfation for the great rifk, the trou- 
ble, and the anxiety which I had encounter- 
ed. I had been under the neceffity of draw- 
ing upon the conful for confiderabje fums, 
befides what I received through other chan- 
nel ; fo th^t I returned from my expedition 

with 
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with my curiofity fatisfied, my mind, I truft, 
in fome degree enlightened, as ^r as the 
obfervation of a dijfferent country, and dif- 
ferent manners, fcrves to improve our ftock 
i)f knowledge ; but, in a pecuniary view, I 
certainly returned very little better than I 
went *• 

* It is certainly incumbent on me to add, that my fervices 
in Barbary have fince been handfomely rev/arded in the 
^ippointment of Surgeon to the ;;oth or Jamaica Regiment of 
J^ight Dragoons, 
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CHAP, XIV. 

Return of fAe Author to Barbary.-^T'ETVA^n^ 
--^Town and Buildings-^^Port.^-^Prefenf 
State of the Empire of Morocco under 
Muf-EY Ya^id^ — Anecdotes relative to 
lois AcceJion.^^-'yivh'E.Y Yazid fent to 
Mecca by his Father — his Return^^takes 
Refuge in a SanSiuary^-'^State of the late 
Emperor, — Death of Sivi Mahomet. — • 
Dijfention among the Prince^. — Muley 
Hasem proclaimed Emperor-^retraSis his 
PretenJionSf — Anecdote relative to Muley 
, Abdrahama ^—curious Letter from hinf 
to Muley YAziO*-^His Submiffion.'^ 
PeaceahleEjlablijhmentof Muley Yazid* 
'^Depredations of the Arabs. — Perfecution 
of the Jews. — Death of Alcaide Ab- 
bas. — CharaSler of Muley Yazid. — t 
Death of Muley Yazid, 

SOON after my arrival at Gibraltar, 
I was prevailed upon to digeft and 
larrange the notes and obfervations which \ 
J?ac} made during my reftdence in Barbary, 

and 
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and to publifh propofals for a narrative of 
my Tour. In thefe propofals, having en- 
gaged to rekte the particulars of the em- 
peror's death, and of his fon's fuccefiion, 
and being defirous of procuring every infor-** 
mation that could ferve to complete my 
account of the empire of Morocco, I 
obtained leave of abfence for a fhort time 
from the garrifon for the purpofe, and v^as 
induced from that motive to pay a fecond 
vifit to Tangier. It would be ufelefs 
to detain the reader with any further de- 
fcription of that place, I fhall therefore 
only obferve, that after diligently coUeding 
all the information, political or otherwife, 
that I could procure, I availed myfelf of the 
opportunity of vifiting Tetuan, which 
the new Emperor had once more opened 
to the refort of Chriftians; and which I 
had long, with much carneflnefs, deiired to 
fee. 

The city of Tetuan is very pleafantly 
fituated at the opening of the Straits into 
the Mediterranean j it is built on a rifing 
ground between two ranges of high moun- 
tains, one of them forming a part of the 
leffer Atxas. It lies about ten leagues to 

th? 
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the Eaft of Tangier, and commands a 
very beautiful profpe<ft of the Mediter- 
ranean, from which it is diftant about five 
miles ^ and the valley near vsrhich it is 
fituated is variegated vs^ith gardens, plan- 
tations of olives, and vineyards, and is 
ornamented with a river, which takes its 
courfe diredtly through its centre. 

The barren and gloomy appearance of 
the lofty mountains, which feem almoft to 
projedl over each fide of the town, con- 
trailed with the beautiful verdure with 
which it is immediately furrounded, the 
diftant view of the fea, and the ferpentinc 
diredion of the river, which is navigable 
for fmall craft as far as Marteen, afford 
altogether a fcene in the higheft degree 
pifturefque and romantic. 

The town itfelf is of very confiderablc 
extent, and its walls are flanked in different 
parts with fquare forts, on which a few 
fmall pieces of ordnance are mounted. 
This fortification, however, is merely cal- 
culated to defend the place againft an attack 
from the Arabs, who, when difcontented, 
are ready to plunder every thing which is 
cxpofed to their depredations 5 but it could 

by 
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by no means refift the exertions of a rcgulaf 
army. Befidcs thefe fmall fofts^ there is a 
fquare cafUe on the fummit of the hill, 
on which twenty-four pieces of cannon are 
mounted; though this is alfo but a weak 
and ilI-conftru<3:ed piece of fortification, yet 
from its elevated fituation it commands the 
town in every diredlion. 

The ftreets of Tetuan are very nar- 
row, filthy, and many of them are nearly 
arched over by the houfes. Of the inten- 
tion of thefe projecStions I could form no con- 
ception, unlefs they are meant, by keeping 
off the rays of the fun, to render the ftreets 
cooler in the fummer feafon. If fo, it muft 
on the other hand be allowed, that they alfo 
prevent a free circulation of air, which, in 
a hot climate, and in ftreets fo narrow and 
filthy, muft be greatly injurious to the 
health of the inhabitants. 

Though the houfes have a very mean 
appearance from the ftreets, yet their apart- 
ments in general are roomy; tolerably con- 
venient, and well furniilied; andj contrary 
to thofe of Tangier, are built two ftories 
high. The elcaisseria, or fair for the 
-difpofal of goods, is filled with (hops, con^ 

taining 
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taining a great variety of very valuable 
articles, both of European and their own 
manufacture. From Fez they procure the 
articles of that place, as well as thofe of 
Tunis, Algiers, Alexandria, and 
Guinea. From Spain and Gibraltar they 
import thofe of Europe, for which they 
give in return provifions and fruit of every 
defcription ; of all the towns in the empire, 
therefore, Tetuan may now be confidered 
as next to Fez in commercial importance. 

As the Moorifh inhabitants are princi- 
pally merchants on a large fcale, they are^ 
opulent, much more polifhed and acceffible 
to ftrangers than thofe of moft of the other 
towns in this empire. Their complexions 
are generally fair, and they are altogether a 
well-looking people. On our firft arrival, 
from the novelty of feeing Chriftians in the 
town after an exclufion of nearly twenty 
years, when we walked the ftrects the people 
univerfally ran out of their houfes to look at 
US; and a very confiderable body of them for 
ibme time followed us wherever we went. 
They, however, by no means offered us any 
kind of infult; on the contrary, indeed, being 
informed that we were Englifh, they ex-* 

prefTcd 
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prefled every mark of fatisfadion, and many 
of them invited us to their gardens. The 
Moors were always partial to the Englifh 
in preference to every other European na- 
tion; they even profelTed their attachment 
at the very time when Sidi Mahomet 
was upon fuch ill terms with our court; 
and fince Muley Yazid's accefllon, they 
have given the moft unlimited fcope to the 
cxpreflion of their partiality. 

The mofques of Tetuan are very large, 
numerous, and appear to have by far a 
greater claim to magnificence, than thofe 
in the other towns of the empire. 

The Jews in this place, previous to the 
late plunder by order of the new emperor, * 
were wealthy ; they live by themfelves in a 
feparate part of the town, where they arc 
ihut out every night from the Moors; their 
women ire remarkable for their clearnefs 
of complexion, and the beauty of their 
features. 

The port of Tetuan, is fituated at about 

two mile^; diftance from the fea, and is* 

named Mar TEEN; at this place there is, 

however, only a fingle houfe, whigh is ufed 

•for the pprpofe of coUeding the cuftoms. 
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As tlie mourn c^ the river on which it is 
fituated is now nearly choaked up with 
^d^ it only admits of fmall craft; and even 
thefc can proceed no further than Mar- 
teen, where there are ufually a few of the 
emperor's row-gallies kid up to winter. 

Xhe entrance of the river is defended by 
a high and fquare tower, on which are 
moupted twelve pieces of cannon* This 
fortification might anfwer the purpofe of 
preventing the approach of fmall veflels, 
but it is by no means calculated to oppofe 
any confiderable force. The bay, or more 
properly the road of Tetuan, is formed 
by a high point of land which runs out into 
the fea a confiderable diftance to the Weft 
of the river, and will only fhelter veffejs in 
a Wefterly wind ; when it veers round to 
the Eaftward,. they are obliged to leave the 
bay, and retire to fome ikfcr port. 

During my continuance at Tetuan, I 
was not inattentive to the main objeA of 
this expedition : but, as the inibrmation 
which I could colled: there, was not mate- 
rially different from what I learned at Tan- 
gier, I ihall blend the different accounts 
together, and haften to gratify the reader's 
F f curiofity. 
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curiofity, as far as lies in my power, con- 
cerning the fucceeding events which took 
place in the empire, from the time of my 
leaving Morocco to the acceffion and 
death of the late emperor. The infor- 
mation which I obtained in confequQOce 
©f my fecond vifit to Barbary, concerning 
the events that took place in the empire 
fubfequent to the death of Sidi Mahomet, 
and which I communicated in my firft edi- 
tion, were the moft authentic and beft I 
could, in the fhort time I was in the country, 
procure ; fince my return to Gibraltar, how- 
ever, ieveral new circumftances have arifen, 
which have obliged me to alter both my ori- 
ginal plan and fentimcnts, and to carry on my 
narrative lip to the death of MuleyYazid, 
whofe conduift will now appeai; in a very 
different light to what it did at the firft 
view. The difficulty of obtaining an im- 
partial account of the politics of a country 
in which individuals are cautious to a degree 
how they exprefs their fentiments, will be 
deemed, I hope, a fufficient apology for my 
concifenefs on this fubjeft, as well as for 
any errors into which I inadvertently may 
have fallen. 

MULEY 
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MuLEV Yazid, whofe mother is the 
offspring of an Englifh renegadp, having 
incurred, a few years ago, his father*s dif- 
pleafure, was fent on a journey to Mecca, 
the old emperor hoping, that by feeing the 
world he would, in a maturer age, reform, 
auid be brought to a fenfe of his duty. 

Upon his approaching the frontiers, about 
four years ago, very ftrong and feemingly 
authentic reports were circulated, that he 
was on his march with a large army to 
dethrone his father; Thefe rumours could 
not fail to affect the old man with con- 
fiderable anxiety, which, however, was 
afterwards removed by the retreat of Mu- 
LEY Yazid to Tunis, without having 
made any hoftile exertions whatever. 

In the fummer of 1789 the prince pri- 
vately entered the country, and took refuge, 
as has already been intimated, in a (andluary 
named Muley Absulem. To this facred 
fpot, which is held in great veneration by 
the Moors, he retired as a place of fafety, 
without any intention of attacking his father, 
but merely to remain there in, readinefs t^ 
iieclare.himfelf, when the emperor's death 
ihoujd; take place, which, from his great 
Ff 2 V - ' age 
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age and infirmities, was evidently an event 
which could not be very diftant. Here he 
had no people about him, but three or 
four faithful attendants, and lived a ftridJy 
retired life, as far removed as can well be 
conceived from that ftatc and confequencc 
which are ufually afFedled by princes. 

The old emperor, however, confidcred 
his fbn's intentions in a far difierent point 
of view, and ufed every ftratagem he could 
invent to draw him out of the faniftuary, 
but without fuccefs. 

At one time he wrote him word, that 
if he would come to court, he would rein- 
ftate him in his affedtions, and acquiefce 
in every demand he would make; or, if he 
chofe to leave the country, he would allow 
him fufficient to live in Turkey, or at 
Mecca, refpedted as a prince. On another 
occafion he threatened to attack him, pull 
down the fandtuary, and take him away by 
force. To all thefe letters, the, prince, by 
the prudent advice of his mother, with 
whom he kept up a private correipondence, 
always evaded giving a pofitive anfwer. 
He aflured his, father of his affeftion, duty, 
and the purity of his intentions; and/ with- 
out 
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out refufing to acquiefce in his wiflies, fent 
fomc excufc or other, explaining why he 
could not for the prefent comply, but pro- 
mifing that he would foon. 

It is difficult to conjecture, whether 
the emperor would have ufed any vio- 
lence towards his fon, in cafe he had 
repaired to court. But it is well known, 
that the old monarch wifhed particularly, 
that MuLEY Absulem might be his fuc- 
ceflbr, and that he had a private diflike 
to MuLEY Yazid; which were fufficient 
motives for the prudent conduft" of the 
latter. 

The various reports that were circulated 
through the country, and particularly by 
the people at court, that Muley Yazid's 
intentions were hoftile to his father, and 
the great efteem in which he knew he was 
held by every individual in the country, 
made the emperor confider this fon as a 
very dangerous rival. 

I have already fo fully reprefented the 
ftate in which the emperor was at that 
period, that it would be only a repetition to 
expatiate on it at prefent. It will be .fuf- 
ficient to fay, that after three or four months 
F f 3 unfuccefsful 
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unfucccfsful negoiciations, the emperor fcnt 
down his fon Mulfy Hasem to Tan- 
gier, with an army of fix thouland Ne- 
groes, which were to be reinforced by men 
drawn from the neighbouring provinces. 
The prince's directions were, to offer a 
confiderable reward from the emperor to the 
perfons who had the care of the fanftuary, 
if they would furrender or expel Muley 
Ya^idj; but if they refufed to comply 
with this requeft, he was to pull down thfe 
fandtuary, to feize Muley Yazid, and put 
every man, woman, and child, in the neigh- 
bourhood, to the fword. This f^nguinary 
edidt, however, the sharifs had fpirit ox 
(^nthuliafm enough to refift *, and Muley 
Hasem, not having fecured the confidence 
of his troops, was afraid to attack his 
brother. When they were encamped at 
Tangier, he did not even venture to fleep 
lamong them, but at night always retired 
tp the cafUe, 

Difgufted with this fruitlefs attempt, the 

' '^' ■■■' * . ' 

• See page 227, where this order of the enaperor refpcft- 
ing Muley Yazid, and the sharifs reafons for not 
obeying it, are fully explained* 

§ emperor 
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emperor called his fori a coward and a 
trifler -, and immediately ordered Alcaide 
Abbas, the commander in chief of the 
hfeck army, and the beft officer in his fer- 
vice, to fupercede 'Muley Hasem in the 
command. Abbas carried a confiderable 
reinforcement to the army already at Tan- 
gi:er, and was fopn after joined by Muley 
Slemma, the late emperor's full bro- 
ther. Thefe two officers were diredt^d to 
encamp near the fanftuary, and wait there 
till joined by the emperor himfel^ with a 
confiderable apmy from the Southward. 

For this purpofe the emperor left M Or 
HOC CO on the 29th M^rch 1790, and tra- 
velled on horfeback. At the time he was 
paffing out at the gate of the city, the 
umbrella, which is always carried before 
the emperor, and in that country is the 
diftindtive mark of royalty, fuddenly broke 
in two, and the head was carried up in t|)e 
air to a confiderable height before it fell. 

That the enfign of royalty ffiould be in 
ib unaccountable a manner broken^ at the 
very moment of his departure on a JQurpey, 
pppn the fuGccfs of which the fate of his 
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empire ieemed to depend^ was an accident 
which the emperor, who was remarkably 
fuperflitious, coniidered as a bad omen, and 
he was certain portended forae calamity 
which was to befal him on the i-oad. 

In confcquence of thefe apprehenfions he 
became remarkably uneafy, penfive, and 
indifpofed; and it is not improbable that 
this trifling circumftance, united to a pre- 
vious weak flate of body and mind, ^n- 
tributed materially to haftien his deaths 

From the time of his departure till the 
fepond of April he' made unufually {hort 
ftages ; and on that day he ordensd letters 
to be written to Mule y Slemma and Al- 
caide Abbas, in very ftrong terms arraign- 
ing the condud of Mule Y Yazid, anddi-? 
reding them to encamp at the bottom oi 
the mountain on which the faniftuary was 
fituated, and to block it up in fuch a manner, 
that the prince ihould not find it poffible ta 
make his efcape. Soon after the figning of 
thefe letters, he complained of a pain in his 
head and' ftomach, and was feizcd with vo- 
miting. He continued, therefore, for the 
fpace of two days, without being able to pro- 

fec4 
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ceed on his journey* On the 5th of Aprils 
»5 h^ fbond himfdf unable to ride on hode- 
back^ be ordered his pcoj^le to place him in 
his Utter* and comtmnded his own ph}riician 
to accompany him. When he halted on his 
journey, in the evening, he was vifited by a 
Jarge body of people, who came to pay their 
refpeds to him« For thefe adventitious vifi^*- 
ters the (pvereign orderad a great feaft to be 
prepared J he tailed of every diih that was 
fent to them, and ibon after complained of a 
pain in his bowdis. 

On the following day he proceeded on 
his journey, and in the evening the pains oi 
his head and ftomach were confiderably in- 
creafed, and were foon after followed by a 
vomiting of blood. He now began to ex- 
prefs a fenfe c^his approaching diflblution ; 
and, it is faid, ordered a letter to be written 
to MuLEY Yazid, telling him, that he 
hoped God would forgive, and blefe him^ 
but, as the truth of this circumftance is dif- 
puted, I give it as a mere report. 

His uneafinefs concerning his fituation tiid 
not prevent him from regularly and devoutly 
performing every part of his ablutions and 
prayers, and fulfilling every ceremony of his 

religion. 
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religion. On the two faccccding days the 
emperor took vciy (hort journies, and, find* 
ing he had no profpcft of & recovery, he de- 
fired that his women would have him carried 
to Rabat, and buried in a vaujt which he 
had built in his palace for that purpofe. 

On the I ith of April, upon entering the 
town of Rabat, he expired in his car- 
riage, without fpeaking a fingle word. .The 
news of his death was jiot made . public till 
the following day, when he was buried in 
his palace, agreeably to his orders, with 
all the honours ufually paid, to fuch per- • 
fonages. 

The death of Sidi Mahomet wag cer- 
tainly a moft fortunate event for the people 
of the Northern provinces, and particularly 
for thofe who had manifefted any attachnxeat 
to MuLEY Yazid. His intention, indeed, 
was no lefs than the total extirpation of all 
the inhabitants ; and it is impoilible to fore- 
fee wljiere his cruelties might have termi- 
nated. On the other han4> it was not the; 
intention of Muley Yazid to come to any 
engagement with his father, therefore, as th^ 
pmpciror approached, he would have retired^ 

till 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, l^c. 443 

till he had got beyond the boundaries of his 
father's dominions. 

SiDi Mahomet, when he died, was isk 
the 81 ft year of his age, and the 33d of his 
Teign. His chara<fter has already occupied 
(b lai^e a portujfl,^' of^thefe pages, that it 
would be entitelyVuperfluous to make any 
additions. . ^ '• •'. 

It is well kn($wn that, a few months pre^ 
*vious to his death,-* he was thoroughly con- 
vinced how greatly' he had fallen a dupe to 
Spanifh intrigues. By bribing the minifter^ 
and obfcuringthe mental eye of the fovereign 
, by large and repeated prefents, the court of 
Spain procured leave to export great quanti- 
fies of corn ff^e of duty, the cuftoms of 
which, at a moderate computation, would 
have brought him in five times the value of 
the prefents he received. This indeed was 
not tlie only inconvenience which the country 
fiifFered through this imprudent conceffion; 
for the drought had been fo exceffive, the 
preceding year, that a fcarcity of com had 
already taken place, and occafioned an uni- 
verfal murmur among the people : fo that 
had the exportation of that article been al- 
lowed a little time longer, a general famine, 

and 
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and coniequently an univerfal rebellion, muft 
have taken place. Beiides this^ out of pique 
to the Englifli, the Spaniards engaged the 
emperor to refufe the fupplying of Gibraltar 
with provilion$> by which another confide- 
rable defalcation wa& mad? in his revenue. 
Latterly, however, them8narch was {6 fen- 
fibleofthefe impoiitions, that he raifedthe 
duties upon thofe provifioAs and corn which 
the Spaniards exported, to fo immoderate a 
height, that thfiiy were obliged to fend home 
dieir veffels empty. 

Had he lived to this time, it is a matter of 
doubt, whether affairs with Spain would have 
ended only by increafing the duties ; for he 
was fo entirely irritated by their conduft, 
that it is not improbable that a rupture be- 
tween the two courts would have been the 
confequence. On the other hand, his differ- 
ences with England, from the fame circum- 
ftances, would have been mofl probably ad- 
jufted and fettled, perfcAly to the fatisfac- 
tion of our court. Indeed he had given di- 
redtions for that porpoie two days previous tq 
his death. 

I have already mentioned, that in this 

country 
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country the fucceifion to the empire^ though 
reflrifted to the fame family^ is not limited 
to any particular branch, but depends on the 
influence each of the princes may have in 
the country, arid particularly on the army. 
The government may therefore be confidered 
as partly hereditary, and partly elective*. 
Wealth, however,* is not the only means of 
obtaining this influence; forMuLEY Yazid, 
the late emperor, was the pooreft of the royal 
brothers. 

When the news of the emperor's death 
reached Mulev Slemma and AlcAidb 
Abbas, they certainly fell back with the 
army towards Salle e ; but whatever th^ 
might have in view by fo doing, tb^ could 
meet with no fupport. At Morocco, the 
old emperor left his two fons Muley 
Hasem and Muley Oussine entruAed 
with the joint government of that city, or- 
dering the inhabitants to pay to the firfl: 

* The Mahometan law particularly dire6is> and it is well 
ttnderftood by the more enlightened part of the Moors, that 
the eldeil Ton, isi the neict heir to the throne ; but owing to 
the influence of the black army, and the ignorance of the ma* 
jority of the people, this circumllance in the empire of 
Morocco is but feldom attended to. 

3 prince 
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prince the fum of ten thoufand hard dollars, 
and the latter five. The partiality, however, 
of the monarch fo greatly irritated Muley 
OussiNE» that he difcharged a mufquet at 
his brother upon fome cafual difpute, but 
miiTedhim. Muley Hasem, who at Tan- 
gier had manifefted a want of refolution. 
Intimidated by this conduS: of his brother^ 
retired, fhut himfelf up in the palace, and left 
Muley Oussine in full poffeflion of the 
whole of the money. 

As foon as Muley Hasem received in- 
telligence of his father's death, he publiflied 
it to the people of Morocco, at the fame 
time prefenting himfelf as the immediate heir 
of the crown. He was foon after proclaimed 
by a few mountaineers ; but the principal 
people of the city declaring in favour of Mu- 
lEY Yazid, Muley Hasem was obliged 
to give up his pretenfions, and retire to his 
late father's houfe. 

Muley Oussine took the firft oppor- 
tunity of leaving Morocco, and repaired 
to Muley Abdrahaman, who rcfidcd 
among the Arabs in the moft fouthem part 
of Suz. His motives for this ftep are differ- 
ently 
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bntly accounted for. It is by fome attri- 
buted to an apprehenfion of the new empe- 
ror's refentment, on account of the robbery 
he had committed on Muley Hasem; 
\trhile others allege it was on the fcore of 
having formerly killed one of Muley 
Ya^id's children. 

Muley Abdrahaman had, during his 
father's life, amaffedavery confiderable fum 
of moneyj by his induftry and attention to 
commercial affairs, and was at one time in 
great favour with his father. The old man, 
however, of whofe immoderate love of riches 
I have already had occafion to fpeak, fooa 
became jealous of his fon's wealth, andcon- 
feqently defirous of pofTeffing it. To effect 
his purpofe without oppofition, he diflem- 
bled his intentions fo far as to appoint his 
fbn governor of Sallee, a place of no in- 
confiderable importance ; and, in confequencc 
of this appointment, Muley Abdraha- 
man, having packed up all his money and 
valuables on mules, in the mofl affedtionate 
manner took leave of his father, and pro-r 
ceeded on his journey. He had not, however, 
long proceeded. in peace, before the emperor 
fent a large detachment of troops after him, 

with 
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with orders to ftrip him of every article in his 
pofleffion ; which they fo efFe<3;Ually accom- 
pliihed^ that they left him roafter only of an 
old rufly piftol. While the prince, naturally 
irritated by fuch unworthy treatment, made 
a raffi but moft folemn vow, that he would 
never fee his father's face again; and he im- 
mediately retired to the mountains in Sirz, 
where he has continued ever fince. 

The emperor endeavoured to perfuadc 
his fon to return to court, by offering him 
large prefents of money, and by the moft 
(plendid promiies; but the prince always 
anfwercd, that he never could comply with 
his father's lequeft, as he was convinced 
-^his word was not to be trailed. Upon which 
the old monarch included him in the curfe 
he had uttered againft Muley Yazid. 

When the emperor's death came to be 
known in Scjz, forty thoufand Arabs imnie- 
diately tendered their fpontaneous fervices 
to afEft MuLEY Abdraham AN in afcend- 
ing the throne, and in refifting the preten- 
lions of MuxEY Yazid ; and it was gene- 
rally expedted that he would have made the 
attempt, as the following letter was received 
from himby the new emperor while he reiided 

at 
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at Fez* I infprt it as a ipecimen of Mpprifli 
compofition and of IVJoorifh politenefs. 

'^ I have heard of my father's death, and 
** that you have left the fandtuary, and call 
" yourfelf emperor. — Go to your hole, you 
" rat, or meet me at Morocco -, where I wiU 
" convince you, that Fe2 is not a place for 
^* an emperor." 

Though this was the only prince, in whofe 
power it was tojuake any ferious oppofition 
to MuLEY Yazidj yet he lince gave up 
that intention, wrote a letter of congratula- 
tion and fubmiilion to his brother, andnxade 
an offer of his fervices. Thus amidft {q 
many difficulties, and with fo many compe- 
titors, all of them confidering themfelves as 
equally entitled to the fucceffion, wasMui^EV 
Yazid featedon the throne without the fhed- 
ding of a drop of blood, and almoft as peace-* 
ably as in the beft-regulated ftate in Europe. 

If we look back on the changes of mafters 
which this empire had previoufly experi-^ 
enced, I believe we (hall fcarcely find an 
inftance where affairs have been fettled fo 
fuccefsfuUy and happily as on this occa-fion* 
The only xliflurbanees that took place after 
the old empe;^or's death, were fome pi-edatory 

G g incurfions 



• ] 



450 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, l£<.- 

incurfions of the Ajabs into the fouthera 
provinces, who, under a pretence of fupport- 
ing MuLEV Hasem^ plundered Morocco, 
and obliged the Chriftians and Jews to take 
ihelter in the caftle. Mogodore was iaved 
by being fo well fortified, and by the great 
exertions of the governor and inhabitants. 
The country, however, adjacent to thofe 
places, even as far as Sall^e, was in fuch 
a ftate of confufion that travelling became- 
totally iniprafticable for a confiderablc 
time. • 

The town of Dar Beyda, which is 
garrifoned by about an hundred and fifty 
Negroes, who on feveral occafions had made 
themfelves difagreeable to the furrounding 
Arabs, nearly fhared the fame fate as Mo- 
rocco. As foon as the emperor's death 
was made known there, the Arabs bought 
up all the powder and ball that was in the 
to>vn, before the inhabitants were aware of 
their intentions. For balls, which were 
ufually fold at the price of eight or nine for a 
blanquil, the, Arabs now confented to pur- 
chafe at the rate, of two blanquils each> and 
at lailthey cqmpletely .ftripped the town of 
^U its fmall ammunition. Having eiFeded this 

firft 
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firft ftep, they aflembled in great numbers in 
the neighbourhood of the town, armed with, 
mufquets. 

The governor, alarmed at the appearance 
of fo confiderable a body of Arabs, went 
out with fifty foldiers, iand demanded of 
them their intentions in thus tumultuoufly 
aflembling together. They replied, that as 
the country and town people were both 
equally fubjedls of the empire, it became 
neceflary that deputations from each party 
fhould meet in the town, to determine upon 
the perfon proper to be eledted their fove* 
reign. 

In return, the governor anfwcred, that he 
had no objeAion whatever to a few of their 
principal people coming into the town, for 
the purpofe they mentioned; but that he 
could not fee any reafon why fo many per- 
fbns fhould on fuch an occafion be colledted 
together, and prefent themfelvcs in a hoftilc 
ftate againft a city of the empire. To this 
obfervation the Arabs did not condefcend to 
reply, but infifted upon being admitted into 
the town ; and were as obftinately refufed. 
After fome parly in g, however, they promifed 
to difperfe, if the governor would pay them 

G g z' tw# 
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two thoufand dollars. This he refofed, ob- 
fcrving, that in making this demand they 
were treating the inhabitants of the town 
like Jews; and that they muft difperfe, or 
take the confequence. A reply of this na- 
ture was calculated to enrage inftead of con- 
ciliating the Arabs, and they began to let 
the huts on fire, and at the fame time con- 
tinued to advance towards the town. 

Their force at this period was increafing 
almoft every momient, by numbers who 
came down from the mountains ; and the 
governor, apprehending immediate danger 
to the town, privately difpatched a meffen- 
ger to the inhabitants, cautioning them to 
be on their guard againft the Arabs, and at 
the fame time announcing that he had no 
opportunity of retiring himfelf. 

As the town had been previoufly cleared 
of its flints, powder, and ball, it is impof- 
fible to defcribe the confternation of the 
people. To add to their diftrefs, fome fmall 
veflels, which had ammunition on board, had 
the day before been unfortunately driven, 
by bad weather, out of the bay, and the 
town appeared deftitute of every refource* 
The Spanish houfe, however, which was 

fettled 
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fettled at Dar Beyda, and had very cpn- 
. lidcrable property in the place, advifed the 
inhabitants to ciofe the gates immediately, 
and to mount on the wall fronting the 
«iemy an old twelve pounder, which was 
- without a carriage, and was the only piece 
of ordnance in the place. At the fame 
time they offered three dollars to every man, 
who would aflift in defending the ramparts. 
Having mounted the gun on the wall, they 
were ftill at a lofs for one of the mpft nia- 
terial articles, viz. powder; there was fome ia 
the magazine, but the governor was on the 
outfide, and had the key in his cuftody. The 
Spaniards advifed them by all means, upon 
fuch a prefling emergency, to break open the 
door of the magazine, which they immedi- 
ately did, and with powder only fired off 
their peace of cannon, among. the Arabs. 

An attack fo unexpetted upon the Arabs, 
who had flattered thcmfelves that there 
was neither a gun or powder in the place, 
put them for fome time into the utmoft 
cohfternation, and they began to difperfe. 
But upon finding that no perfon was wound- 
ed, they foon aflembled again, with a full 
determination to attack the town. The 
Gg J Spaniards 
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them alfe to be repaid the vt^ole of theif 
expenceSy and fent them a prefent of two 
lions. 

Thefe were the |>rincipal difturbances 
"which took place, in confequence of the 
emperor's death. By degrees the fpirit 
fat plunder, on the part of the Arabs, was 
lefs general, and the Country, became in a 
ftate of perfed peace and tratiquillity. 

The news of the emperor's death reached 
Tangier on the 15th of April; upon 
which the governor repaired to the great 
mofque, made a ihort pra)rer for Sim 
Mahomet, and proclaimed Muley Ya- 
21 D his fucceflbr. After this ceremony, the 
public crier was placed in a confpicu- 
ous fitiiation, where he publicly pro- 
claimed Muley Yazid ; in his name de- 
nouncing the fevereft punifliment againft 
any perfon, who (hould dare to oppofe the 
new fbvereign. 

As MuLjy Yazid had- been proclaimed 
both in the church and in the town, the 
confuls all agreed to write him a letter, 
condoling with him on his father's deceafe, 
and congratulating him upon his acceffion 
to the throne. I Ihould have obfcrved, 

that 
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that the only cetemony attending a new 
emperor's acceffion to the throne, is a pub- 
lic proclamation in the ftrcets and mofques. 
When the proclamation takes place in the 
prefence of the emperor, which by the law 
ought to be performed publicly, at leaft in 
the three capitals of the empire, it is cuf- 
tomary for all the chief priefts and doftors 
of law to affemble, with the other great 
people of the town, and for the IV^ufti or 
Cadi to read aloud to the emperor, a fhort 
recapitulation of fome of the laws of the 
Koran ; which direift, That he fhall preferve 
the empire, adminifter fpecdy juftice, pro- 
tea the innocent, deftroy the wicked, and 
{9 hr from countenancing and keeping 
near his facred perfon any adulterer, that he 
fhall punifh adultery, prevent the expor- 
tation of corn and provifions to the preju- 
dice of the people, tax provifions according 
to their plenty or fcarcity, and forbid ufury 
to be exercifed towards the poor, which is 
an abomination before God. He is told, that 
if he breaks thefe articles, he fliall be pu- 
niftied, as he ought to punifh others under 
a fimilar circumflance. 

The fame ceremony is performed before 

aU 
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all Bashaws, Alcaides, and Shaicks, 
upon their firft receiving their appointment. 
How far thefe few. but excellent admoni- 
tions are attended to, either by the emperor 
or the officers under his command, I have 
already fufficiently explained in a former part 
of the narrative. 

On the fucceeding day, which was the 
Moorifh fabbath, all the great people of 
the town- affe'mbled at the mofques, and, 
with greater ceremony than the day before, 
prayed for the foul of the deceafed fpve- 
Feign, and proclaimed Mu LEY Yazid his 
fucceflbr. On the fame day all the JeweiTes 
of Tangier were ordered by the governor 
to repair to the caftle, and lament Sidi 
Mahomet's death; which thqy performed 
by loud fhrieks and lamentations. 

On the 17th, thehafhav^ communicated to 
the confuls a letter, which he had received 
from MuLEY Yazid at thefandtuary,where- 
in he ordered the bafhaw ^o conduct all the 
confuls to him with their prefents, under a 
guard of fifteen foldiers. On the fame day 
a falute- of twenty-one gun s was fired from 
the battery, in confequence of an order 
having arrived for a general releafe and par^ 
don to all prifoners. 

Seven 



A TptfR TO MOROCCO, 'lit. 459 

Seven poor (harife or petty princes, who 
brought this order, delivered at the fame 
time diredioris to the confuls to clothe them 
from^head foot at their own expence. In 
confequence of this, the confuls furniflied 
each of them with cloth for a caftan, with 
two-britannias, and twenty dollars ; to this, 
as it was not fufficient to fatisfy them, they 
were obliged to add a ftill further fupply of 
money.' On the following day the confuls 
fet oiF on their journey with the bafhaw, 
and the principal people of the town, both 
Moors and Jews. In the evening, Reis 
MusTi Galli, with two other fea cap- 
tains, arrived at the confuFs camp with a 
letter from the new emperor, inviting them 
to repair to him at Tbtuan, and promifing 
to renew the ancient treaties of peace and 
commerce with their nations. The captains 
related, that Muley Yazid had left the 
fanfluary, and had Inade his public entrance 
into Tetuan the day before. 

- On the 19 th of April the confuls arrived 
in the evening at Tetuan, where, upon en- 
tering the gates, they were met by a meflen- 
ger, who informed them that the emperor 
would give them audience immediately 

whilft 
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wfailft upon their horfes ; uf)on which their 
baggage was all fcnt away, and the confuls. 
all ranged themfelves m a regular farm. Af- 
ter waiting, however, a fliort time, another 
meflcnger came to acquaint them, that jthe 
emperor would fee them the next day. On 
the foUpwing day, at twelve o'clock at 
noon, the confuls were fent for to the cm- 
perer's camp, where they found the fbvereign 
on horfeback, in a very rich Turkiih drefs, 
and his horfc ornamented with Turkiih 
furniture. 

After having aflced their refpedive names 
and titles, the emperor told the confuls he 
was at peace with the Englifli and Ragousi, 
but at war with all the other nations ; whofe 
confuls he allowed only four months to re- 
tire from his dominions with their property, 
and ordered them to fend him back every 
thing which belonged to his fubjeds. On 
the 2 2d of April, the confuls had their fecond 
audience, at which each of them brought 
their feparate prefents. 

The emperor now told them, he would 
remain at peace with all their nations on the 
fame footing as before, requiring of the 
Spaniards only an ambaflador within four 

months. 
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months. At this audience hfe promifed the 
confuls letters to their reipedtive courts, cx- 
preffive of the fame fentiments; andalTurcd 
them, that the bafhaw at Tangier ihould 
make them put, in terms mod agreeable to 
the confuls. The fucceeding day the confuls 
received orders to return to Tangier, at 
which place the emperor was to deliver to 
them the papers he had promifed. 

On the 25th of the fame month, the em- 
peror arrived at Tangier, and the day fol- 
lowing was waited upon by all the confuls^ 
to congratulate him on his fafe arrival. The 
emperor continued at Tangier till the 
29th, during which time he gave private au- 
diences to thofe confuls who afked them. He 
was every day fully employed by people 
who came from the different provinces to 
pay their homage to him. Thefe were fup- 
pofed to amount to no lefs than twenty 
thoufand. The bafhaw of T ang ier, who 
had the commiffion to write out the letters 
which the confuls were to fend home to their 
refpedtive courts, behaved in the moft arbi- 
trary and infolent manner towards thofe 
gentlemen . He demanded of . fome no left 
than two thoufand, of others fifteen hundred 

dollars. 



^6z A rOUR TO MOROCCa fefc. 

dollars, for the trouble he had taken, by in- 
terfering in their favour with the new fo- 
vereign ; at the fame time pofitively refufing 
to make out or deliver the letters till they 
had either paid the fum he exa<3:ed, or given 
him fecurity for it. 

After the confuls had endeavoured to fa- 
tisfy the bafliaw in the beft manner they were 
able, they at laftdid not receive the letters 
till the day after the emperor's departure 
from Tangier, when they were brought 
to them by the bafhaw's fecretary, and 
another of his attendants, who not only de- 
manded a prefent for themfelves, but alfb 
obliged them to pay an exorbitant price for 
the feal on each paper, which the balhaw 
pretended he had paid to the keeper of the 
feals. 

The emperor arrived on the i oth of May 
at Mpquinez, whence^ after fome little 
Hay, he went to Fez, and there kept the 
feaft of the Ramadam. About this period, 
in confequence of the emperor's not having 
appeared in public for feveral days, a falfe 
report was circulated, that he had been killed 
by his brother Mu£ey Hasem, who had 
Juft before arrived at Fzz from Morocco. 
3 Having 
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Having concluded the emperor to Me- 
QUiNEZ, it will be only neceflary to take 
a fhort general view of his fubfequent con- 
du6t, during the fhort time that elapfed be- 
tween his acceflion to the throne, and af- 
rival at that city ; and thence go on to thofe 
circumftances which led to the caufe of his 
death. After the caprice, pufillanimity,and 
avarice which had diftinguiflied the reign 
of his predeceflbr, Mul^ey Yazid ap- 
peared to poflcfs many qualities well calcu- 
lated to render him a very popular prince 
in the eyes of the. Moors. To a tall, ele- 
gant, and majefticperfon, were united ahand- 
fome- and expreffive countenance, • which, 
with a fpecious and perfuafive addrefs, a ge- 
nerous and difinterefted but determined 
conduct, a great activity of body, and aii 
uncommon agility in horfemanfliip. Were 
tequifites which were certain of imprefling 
on 'the minds of his fubjefts a very 
favourable opinion of their newfovercign; 
and it is certain that Muley Yazib 
fucceeded to the throne by the voluntary 
choice of the majority of the people. 
Happy it had be^n, if he had poflefled 
fufficient virtue or policy . to have pre- 
ierved this good opinion whichthey had 

fcrmed. 
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formed, but his ungovernable propenfity to 
cruelty and drunkennefs, which he had art- 
fully concealed in his minority, he had not 
refblution fufficient to conunand when he 
fticcecded to the throne ; and in the whole 
hiftory of Morocco, we do not meet with 
iH tyrant who exercifed greater barbaritfe^ 
than this monfter was guilty of 

His firft ftep after leaving the fandtuary, 
was to repair to Tetuan, where he imme- 
diately ordered a general plunder of the 
Jews to be put in execution by his black 
troops, in confequence of art infult he had 
received from that people upon a former 
occafion. In purfuance of this edidt, their 
houfes were inftantly ranlacked, the furni- 
ture which could not be carried off was de- 
ftrcyjred and thrown into the ftreets, fome of 
the owacrs were put to death, and others 
were Severely beaten, arid the perfons of their 
wives and daughters violated by the 6ut- 
rageous foldiery, who indifcriminately ftrip- 
ped them even of their cloaths, and turned 
Ifaem naked into the ftreets. It i$ not pof- 
fible to paint in jufl: colours, the diftrefe and 
hardfhip that unfortunate race experienced 
&r ieveral days, till a coQclufion was put to 
4 their 
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their perfccutions by an order from the 
emperor, who, in confequence of a pardon 
to the Jews, threatened death to every per- 
fon who ftiould in any degree further molefl 
them. 

There were two perfons of this nation, of 
fome confequence, whom MuleyYazid 
marked out as particular objedls of his xc^ 
venge. The firft was a Jew, who, in the 
charadler of Spanifh vice conful, had 
committed fome adt during the reign of 
SiDi Mahomjst, which the new emperor 
confidered as having been inimical to his 
interefts. For this real pr imaginary crime, 
the culprit was fufpended by a cord pafled 
through the tendons of the lower part of the 
legs, with his head downwards ; in which fi- 
tuation, without any fuftenance, he conti^ 
nued alive for near four days, when the em- 
peror ordered his headtq be taken off, by way 
of relieving him from hi$ mifery. The 
other perfon was Jacob Attal, who in 
a former part of the work has already beci> 
noticed as the favourite of Sidi Maho- 
met. There is great reafon to belie v? 
that this young man, who poflefled confide- 
rable abilities, was acceflkry to his own un- 
happy fate^ by his too bufy interference in 

Hh . politics^ 
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politics, which occafioned him many ene-^ 
mies at court, who were now glad of feizing 
the opportunity of gratifying their revenge, 
by perfuading the emperor that he was one 
of thofe who, in the court of SiDi Maho- 
met, had been particularly inimical to him* 
Attal, confcious of his danger, put him- 
felf under the protection of the Englifticon- 
ful, with an intention of accompanying that 
gentleman to Tetuan, in hopes that a con- 
iiderable prefent of money, might induce the 
emperor to treat him. with fome lenity. 
Unfortunately, before this plan coul4 be put 
in execution, an order for feizing Attal 
met the party on the road, upon which the 
unfortunate Jew was forced off his mule, 
ftripped of his drefs, and in an old Moorifli 
frock and w^ith a cord about his neck, was 
driven on foot with whips to Tetuan. 
Upon his arrival, he was immediately con- 
ducted to the emperor, who ordered both 
his hands to be cut off, in which ftate he 
continued three days in the greatefl mifery, 
and then he was decapitated. 

Thefe are by no means the only inftances 
of cruelty that were ej^ercifed upon the 
Jews. Thofe of moft of the towns of the 

empire. 
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empire, were either plundered or obliged to 
pay the emperor a very heavy fine; and at 
Mequinez, and fome other places, feveral 
were put to cruel deaths, and their wives and 
daughters left to the mercy of the black 
troops, who treated them with the greateft 
indecencies. 

A third object of the emperor's perfonal 
revenge was Alcaide Abbas, his father's 
black general : with refpedt to this officer, the 
emperor had two motives for punifhing him. 
In the firft place, he was the commander of 
that very army which was intended for his 
own deflruftion ; and, in the fecond, upon 
his father's deceafe, inflead of furrendering 
the army to Muley Yazid, he withdrew 
it to the Southward, and, it was fuppofed, 
with an intention of -fupporting Muley 
Slemma. 

Notwithflanding, however, this conduiS: 
on the part of Abbas, the emperor certainly 
would not have put him to death, had it 
not been at the particular requefl of his 
black army, whom at that time he did not 
wifh to offend. Abbas, fully confcious 
how much he was difliked by his troops, 
attempted to make his efcape to a fanftuary 

H h 2 upoA 
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upon a v^ry fwift horfe ; but his horfb 
falling, he was unluckily feized, and waf 
immediately carried before the emperor, 
with very heavy charges on the part of bis 
foldicrs. After a hearing of the charges^ 
the emperor fignified to the culprit that he 
might yet partake of his royal mercy, pro- 
vided he would confine himfelf for two 
months to the fandtuary of Muley AbsUt 
LEM. For this purpofe he fet oiF; but 
he was again feized by the foldiers, who 
brought him batk to the emperor with ftiU 
heavier charges ; and the emperor, finding 
that the fo|diers were determined on his 
deftrudtion, with his own hands, by one 
blow of his fabre, divided his head in two, 
and he immediately expired. 

Abbas was the bcft pffi.cpr in the pm? 
pcror's fcrvice, and never manifefted the 
flighteft token of timidity, or condefcended 
to aik his. life ^ on the contrary, when the 
emperor lifted up his fabre, he in a flern 
and undaunted manner looked his fovcreiga 
in the face, 4nd died with the countenance 
and the tranquillity of a hero. As his body 
had not received the emperor's pardop, i{ 
ferpaiped op^lthe ground unbuficd, tpthg 



A TOUR TO MOROCCO, (^c. 469 

great nuifance of every perfon who paflcd 
that way. For fuch is the barbarous cuf- 
tom of the country, that when a man is put 
to death by the emperor, or his order^ his 
body cannot be buried withput its firft 
receiving a formal pardon from the em- 
peror. 

MuLBY Yazid, long before his father's 
deaths had threatened the life of the Efiendi. 
He had been a principal agent in exciting 
the father's hatred and prejudice againfl his 
Ion. A further caufe of the emperor's re-- 
fentment, was the great impofition pradifed 
on his father by the Effendi refpedting the 
corn bufinefs with the Spaniards, by which 
he had amafled a vefy coniiderable fum of 
money in bribes and prefents. 

Upon the emperor's death, the Effendi 
took refuge in a ian£tuary, and, had he been 
wife, he would not have ventured abroad ^ 
but MuLEV Ya«id having positively pro- 
mifed to pardon him, he was induced to 
forfake his afyluin. For fome time the 
new ibvereign difTembled his intentions, 
and waited for a ^vourable opportunity to 
feize him. As foon as he was taken, he 
offered the emperor two hundred thoufaad 

H h 3 dollars 
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dollars to fpare his life; but the monarch 
haughtily replied, that he wanted not 
his money, and that he would not conde- 
fcend to accept a bribe from a traitor. 
He then ordered his two hands to be 
cut oiF, in which ftatc^ he fuiFered him to 
remain for fome days, and then conunandcd 
him to be beheaded. One of his hands 
was placed on the walls of Fez, and the 
other fent down to Tangier, and ordered 
to be nailed on the door of the Spanifh con- 
ful, to convince that nation in what man- 
ner the emperor was difpofed to treat all 
the friends of the Spaniards. 

The emperor always, indeed, manifef- 
ted an exclufive preference to the Englifh 
beyond all European nations, and on many 
other occafions, evinced an inveterate dif- 
like to the Spaniards. From the moment 
of his acceffion to the throne, he cxpreffed 
a difapprobation of the Spanifh iiieafures, 
during his father^s reign; and threatened 
to revenge himfelf very (hortly on that 
country. The Spaniards, who have more 
reafon to wifli for peace, from their ports 
being fo contiguous to the emperor'^ > as 
well as from the immeafe fupplies which 
' * they 
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thtj prbcure from his dominions; " than any 
other nation, (endeavoured to ward off th^ 
threatening * ftorm, by very large and re-, 
peated preferits of moneys and other valu- 
able articles, to the emperor and his minif- 
ters. But this plan, v^hich had been fo fuc- 
cefsful in the former reign, efFeifled nothing 
in the prefent. Muley Yazid had, fr6m 
his youth, been difregardful of money $ and, 
indeed, in his contempt of wealth, had even 
exceeded the boundaries of prudence; he had 
alfo conceived a very ftrong and very early 
prediledlion in favour of the Englifh. Not- 
withftanding thefe circumftances, the Spa- 
niards ftill continued to entertain hopes of 
fuccefs in their negociations, till they heard 
of the death of the EfFendi, their great friend 
and patron, and of the infult offered to their 
court, by the Effendi's hand being nailed on 
their confuFs door. Such an af&ont was 
fufficient to convince them, that war was 
inevitable • but they efteemed it moft pru- 
dent to get their conful, and friars, out of 
the country, before they commenced hoftili- 
ties : and a frigate for this purpofe was dif- 
j)atched to Tan^gier. When they arrived 
there, they informed the governor, that th^ 

had 
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had on board a very valuable preient for the^ 
emperor, and defired that he would fend 
proper peribns to receive it. The conful 
and friars took this opportunity of coming 
on board ; and the frigate^ having fent oS 
the Moors with the preient, fet fail, and the 
next day captured two Moorilh gallies off 
Larache, in fight of the emperor, who^ 
was walking upon his terrace at the very 
momenta The valuable prefent which they 
carried, proved nothing more than huge 
bales of rags* 

Thefe repeated infults were not calculated 
to conciliate the emperor j he confequently 
I fnade immediate preparations for the attack 
on Ceuta, alid foon after befieged it. But 
this garrifon proved too ftrongly fortified, 
both by nature and art, to render it poflihle 
for the Moors to be fuccefsful, unlefs affifted 
by a naval power i and the emperor, after a 
fruitlefs fiege for feveral months with a vtfY 
confidorable army, was obliged to retire. 
The infults offered by the Spaniards m tite 
deception they employed to procure the re* 
leafe of their conful and friars, and after* 
wards in the capture of the two Mooriftif 
veflels, made fuch an impreffionon the em- 
peror. 
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fctoVf that he threatened to put t]|e town of 
Tangier to jhe fword, for fo flagrant a pjeop 
ifi negled. In their juftification^ the peo«- 
ple infonned their fovereign^ that the error 
piuft be imputed to the governor^ who 
^lone was refponfible for every circumftance 
which happened within his diftrid. This 
officer, who at the rifk of his life had fup« 
ported MuL^y Y-^^^id jn his minority with 
pioney^ and afterwards placed him pn the 
d}ron?, for which the emperor took il 
folemn oath that he would never do him or 
his family the fmalleii: injury , was now 
thrown into irons, and immediately ordered 
into the royal prefence. The unfortunate 
man, forefeeing his fate, requefted the em- 
peror would do juftice to God and IVfa- 
homet ; to whiph he replied^ I mean to do 
juftice to my country by pupi(hing a tfaitori 
and he immediately difpatphed \^ with a 
piufquet. 

The numberlpfs cruelties which were per- 
petrated by MuLEY Yazip, I have not 
fufiicient authentic information to authoriie 
xne to ^ietail, nor am I fuificiently informed 
pf the aftual circumftancesof his reign, .tob? 
^bJe fo offer to the public a perfeft narrative of 

9 i?' 
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it. Thus far I can venture to aflert with 
truth, that he in a fliort time devoted him- 
felf entirely to the drinking of ftrong liqueurs, 
which for the greateft part of the day ren- 
dered him unfit for bufinefs, and excited him 
to the moft favagc cruelties ; and, what was 
moll diftrefling, where they were the leaft 
defcrved : with fome he amufed himfelf by 
galloping up with great violence and fpear- 
ing them, others were buried alive, while st 
third party were cut to pieces with fwords. ' 
It is almoft unneceflary to add, that the 
iiegled: of public bufinefs, and the total in- 
feciirity of their perfons from the tyranny of 
the monarch, deftroyed in time entirely the 
confidence which the people had at firft 
placed in their fovereign, and encouraged 
MuLEY Hasfm, tov^rds the latter part of 
the year 179 1, to put himfelf at the head 
of an army in oppofition to his brother. 
This prince, who pofl^efled moft of the bad, 
without any of the gDod qualities of the 
emperor, atid who commanded againft him 
during the life of Sidi Mahomet, was 
further induced to this meafure in confe- 
quence of a fupply of ftores, and confiderabic 
funis of money, which he received from the 

Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, who had . great reafoil to wi& 
a change of government. The. emperor^ 
who ftill had many friends, foop cpUeAed a 
<;onfidemble army, with which he marched 
to the Southward to diflodge his brother* 
who had taken pofleflion pf the city of 
MoROCCoand its vicinity. MuleyHasbm;, 
upon this occafion, difooveredhis ufual puiiU 
lanimity, by refigning his command to one of 
his ^ncrals, who however was an ad:ive and 
cntcrprizing officer; When the two armies 
met^ a dreadful engagement enfued. The 
emperor difcovered an uncommon /hare of 
perfonal courage, intermixing with th^ 
enemy and fighting like a private foldier. 
After a fevere conflid, he totally routed the 
enemy and took poflcffion of Morocco, 
but not . before he had received feVeral 
wounds, which in a few days proved mortal! 
During theftiort period of life which remain- 
ed to bin), his whole attention was occupied in 
punifhing the people of Morocco for their 
attachm.ent to his brother. Between two 
and three thoufand of the inhabitants, with- 
out regard to age or fex, were maflacred in 
cold blood } while fome of them he ordered 
to be nailed alive to the walls, he tore out 

th^ 
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ihb e]^ of others with his own fpurs, and^ 
in his dying moments, pailed ap edidt 
fhat fixty people of Mogodore, among 
whom were moft of the European merchants^ 
Ihould be decapitated, for the afliilance' 
which he fuppofed they had afforded to his 
brother. Fortunately for thcJm, he died 
ibon after iHuing thp order, and it was not 
^r warded t 

MvL]gY Yazib, who only reigned two 
years, and at his death was in the forty*third 
year of his age, was ppflelfed of many quali- 
ties, which, if they had been properly im-» 
proved, would have rendered him a very 
iifeful monarch in a country where the fo- 
vereign pofTeiies fo much influence over his 
fubjeils s naturalty quick of apprehenfion, 
determined in his cooduift, and not eafily 
hiaiTed by the perfuafion of others, poffefling 
a great £bare of pcrfonal courage, and a 
total contempt of wealth; had thefe endow- 
ments of nature been meliorated by an en-r 
lightened education, they might have en- 
abled him to have accomplifhed fome refor- 
mation in his fubjefts, and perhaps led the 
way to fome further improvement. Unfor- 
tunately, tjijs prince too eafily gave way to 

tjjq 
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the didates of his paflions, which foon ren- 
dered him totally incapable of carrying on 
even the common bufinefs of government, 
and rendered him as great a monfter as ever 
filled the throne of Morocco. 

Since the death of Muley Yazid the 
country has been in a very unfettled ftate, 
the people being now rendered extremely 
cautious how they cledt another monarch. 
To the Southward of Sallee, Muley 
Hasem, from poffeffing the army, is obeyed 
as the fbvereign; while on the Northern 
fide of the empire, Muley Solyman, who 
from his exemplary condudl has gained the- 
efteem of the people, is confidered as em- 
peror. . It now refts for time to determine 
wlaich is to be the fqccefsful caadidate* 



FINIS. 
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